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Block 95 Development 

Alley Vacation Petition  
May 8, 2015 

 
 
1. Filing Fee: A check in the amount of $450.00 and made payable to City of Seattle 

Department of Finance is included as part of this petition application. 
 

2. Required Signatures: Signed and completed petition with signatures representing 
ownership of 2/3 of the property abutting the right-of-way to be vacated as required 
by state law. Specifically, the petition must contain the signatures of the property 
owners on both sides of the affected street (alley), even though only a portion (or 
side) is sought for vacation. For property owned by a business entity, the petition 
must contain notarized signatures of two authorized officers. The submittal must 
include documentation (such as articles of incorporation or other organizational 
documents demonstrating the authority to bind the organization) and names and 
titles of officers who are authorized to bind the corporation. 
 
The property adjoining this alley is owned by Swedish Health Services.  See Figure 1 in the 
Figures Section of this Vacation petition application for reference. 
 
The petition is signed and included in Appendix A of this Vacation petition application. 

 
3. Community Information: The Street Vacation Policies require community notification 

prior to beginning the vacation review process. List the community or neighborhood 
organizations and business groups that were provided information about the project, 
and include contact names, addresses, phone numbers, and e-mail addresses. 
 
Listed below are the community and neighborhood organizations that have been contacted 
to date in order to communicate information regarding the proposed project: 
 
 First Hill Improvement Association (FHIA)  

1425 Broadway, #281, Seattle, WA 98122 

Contact Name:   Alex Hudson 

Contact email:  alex@firsthill.org 

o Meeting Date: 4/14/2015 @ 6pm 

 
Attendance information from this meeting is included as Appendix B to this Vacation 
petition application. 

 
Ongoing outreach to discuss the proposed vacation will continue with the following 
organizations: 
 
 Swedish First Hill Campus Master Plan Standing Advisory Committee 

Contact Name:  Steve Sheppard - Department of Neighborhoods 
Contact Number: (206) 684-0302 
Contact Email:  steve.sheppard@seattle.gov 
 
 

mailto:alex@firsthill.org
mailto:steve.sheppard@seattle.gov
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Mailing Address: 
PO Box 94649 
Seattle, WA 98124-4649 
 
 

Street Address: 
Seattle Municipal Tower 
700 5th Avenue, Suite 1700  
Seattle, WA 98124-4649 

 Capitol Hill Community Council  (CHCC)  

1635 11th Ave., Seattle, WA 9812 
Contact name: George Bakan 
https://www.facebook.com/CapitolHillCommunityCouncil 

 

 Frye Art Museum 

704 Terry Avenue, Seattle, Washington 98104 
Contact name:   Jeffrey Hirsch, Communications 
Contact Number:  206 432 8266 
Contact email:   jhirsch@fryemuseum.org 
 

 Old Colony Condominium 

615 Boren Avenue, Seattle, WA 98104 
Contact name:  Richard Redelfs, Community Association Manager  
Contact Number:  206-542-3300 
Contact email:   rich@rcamgmt.com 

 

 O'Dea High School 

802 Terry Avenue, Seattle, WA 98104 
Contact name:  Mrs. Linda Thornton, Executive Administrative Assistant 
Contact Number:  (206) 622-6596 
Contact email:   lindat@odea.org 
 

 Trammell Crow Company 

600 University St., Suite 2912, Seattle, WA 98101 
Contact name:  Tom Woodworth, Principal 
Contact Number:  (206) 402-4366 
Contact email:   twoodworth@trammellcrow.com 
 

 Trinity Parish Church 

609 8th Avenue, Seattle, WA  98104 
Contact name:  Kristy Messler 
Contact Number: (206) 624-5337, Ext. 22 
Contact email:  office@trinityseattle.org 

 

 Whole Foods Development - 1001 Broadway 

Developer:  Columbia Pacific Advisors  
1910 Fairview Avenue East Suite 200, Seattle, WA 98102 
Contact Number: (206) 728-9063 

 

4. Development Team:  Provide information about the development team, including the 
architect, engineer, land use attorney, artist, or other team members and include 
name, address, phone number and e-mail address. 
 
This information is included as Appendix C to this Vacation petition application. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/CapitolHillCommunityCouncil
mailto:jhirsch@fryemuseum.org
mailto:rich@rcamgmt.com
mailto:lindat@odea.org
mailto:twoodworth@trammellcrow.com
mailto:office@trinityseattle.org
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5. Right of Way Proposed for Vacation: Identify the public right-of-way proposed for 
vacation. Provide a legal description of the right-of-way proposed to be vacated; 
survey and title work may be required. 
 
Figure 2 is a regional map and Figure 3 is a vicinity map, both of which are provided for 
overall orientation.  Figure 4 shows the block that comprises the project site, Figure 5 
illustrates the proposed right-of-way to be vacated, and Appendix D contains a plat map 
depicting Block 95.  Figures are located in the Figures Section of this Vacation petition 
application. 
 
As indicated by Figure 5 the right-of-way that is proposed for vacation is a northwest-
southeast trending alley.  The alley is 16 feet wide with a length of 240.08 feet.  The legal 
description of Block 95 and of the alley within Block 95 is described as follows: 

BLOCK 95, TERRY’S SECOND ADDITION TO THE CITY OF SEATTLE, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT 
THEREOF RECORDED IN VOLUME 1 OF PLATS, PAGE 87, RECORDS OF KING COUNTY, 
WASHINGTON; THE ALLEY LYING WITHIN BLOCK 95 CONTAINING AN AREA OF 3,841 SQUARE 
FEET OR 0.0882 ACRES, MORE OR LESS; SITUATE IN THE CITY OF SEATTLE, KING COUNTY, 
WASHINGTON. 

 

6. Project Location: Provide the project address; the boundaries of the block where the 
project is located; the neighborhood or area of the City; the Neighborhood Planning 
Area; the current zoning for the area and any zoning overlays or special review 
districts. 
 

 Address of Block 95:   1115 Columbia Street, Seattle, WA 
 

 Streets Bordering Block 95:  Columbia Street on the north, Minor Avenue on the 
east, Cherry Street on the south and Boren Avenue on the west.   

 

 Neighborhood Planning:  The Block 95 site is located within Seattle’s First 
Hill/Capitol Hill Urban Center, which is an Urban Center Overlay that is comprised of 
two neighborhoods for planning and growth monitoring purposes.  Specifically, Block 
95 is located within the First Hill Neighborhood of the First Hill/Capitol Hill Urban 
Center and City Council District 3 (see Figures 6 and 7 in the Figures Section of this 
Vacation petition application).   

 

 Zoning:  Block 95 has split zoning – the parcels located to the east of the alley have 
an Major Institution Overlay (MIO)-240-HR zoning designation, and the parcels to the 
west of the alley have an MIO-90-HR zoning designation (see Figure 1 in Appendix 
H for a zoning map).  
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7. Reason for the Vacation: Describe why the vacation is being sought and list 
specifically what the vacation contributes to the development of the project. Provide a 
“no vacation” alternative that describes what could be built on the site without a 
vacation. Include existing conditions and any constraints, such as the topography 
that impact the potential development of the site. 
 
Current Site Conditions and Use 
 
As indicated by Figure 4 in the Figures Section of this Vacation petition application, Block 
95 is a rectangular-shaped block containing a northwest-southeast trending alley, which is 
approximately 16 feet wide with a length of 240 feet.  The site is bounded by the following 
roads: Columbia St. (north), Minor Ave. (east), Cherry St. (south), and Boren Ave. (west).  
The site slopes to the northwest approximately 34’ from a high elevation of +360’ (at Cherry 
St. and Minor Ave) to a low elevation of +326’ (at Boren Ave. and Columbia Street). 
 
The block currently contains a parking garage, two medical office buildings, and a former 
apartment building.   
 

 The two-story parking garage includes 190 stalls that serve primarily the hospital staff.  It 
is located on the northwest corner of the block and accessed from Columbia St.  The 
reinforced concrete structure was constructed in 1974 and is approximately 57,465 sf. 
 

 The Invex Building is a three story “U” shaped building located on 1115 Columbia St.  
The building fronts the corner of Columbia St. and Minor Ave.  It is currently being used 
by Swedish Medical Center as a Medical/Dental office.  The masonry building was 
constructed in 1956 and is approximately 21,277 sf. 
 

 The Cherry Building Medical Offices is a three-story “U” shaped building located on 1120 
Cherry St.  It is currently being used by Swedish Medical Center as a Medical/Dental 
office.  The masonry building was constructed in 1959 and is approximately 22,546 sf. 

 

 The Charlotte Apartments is a four story building located on 1106 Cherry St.  It is 
currently vacant.  The wood frame building was constructed in 1982 and is 
approximately 9,208 sf. 
 

 A 4,500 sf of landscaped area is located on the corner of Boren Ave and Cherry Street.    
 
Site Constraints 
 
The site slopes approximately 34 feet from the southeast corner down to the northwest 
corner.  A 10-foot building setback is required along Boren Ave., per the approved 2005 
Major Institution Master Plan (MIMP).  There is approximately 240 feet of frontage along 
Boren and Minor Avenues and approximately 256 feet of frontage along Columbia and 
Cherry Streets.  The west portion of the site is limited to a building height of 90 feet and the 
east portion of the site is limited a building height of 240 feet.  The required open space and 
FAR capacities are based on the overall Swedish First Hill Campus (see Figure 6 in the 
Figures Section of this Vacation petition application). 
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Why the Vacation is Requested 
 
The Block 95 project implements the approved 2005 Major Institution Master Plan (MIMP) 
for the Swedish First Hill campus.  As planned in the MIMP, Block 95 is to be developed to 
improve and centralize the many support services needed at the hospital, including a new 
kitchen to serve the entire campus, expanded cafeteria, and loading dock and associated 
facilities serving the critical supply delivery process.  These improvements, as well as 
additional clinical space, are necessary for Swedish to provide care for a rapidly growing 
older population; to respond to unprecedented inpatient growth; to meet the most current 
technology needs in appropriate spaces; to respond to pressures of health reform; to utilize 
our clinical space effectively and to ensure the latest quality advances are available.  
 
The Block 95 project was described in the 2005 MIMP (p. 47) as providing for development 
of a central support facility and medical office tower serving the campus, and the alley 
vacation was described as allowing all truck access, loading and maneuvering to be located 
off-street and off-alley and within the proposed building.  The MIMP also expressly 
acknowledged that with the alley vacation, wider curb cuts of 60 to 90 feet along Columbia 
and Cherry Streets may be required, and that long-term public benefits would include 
landscaped open space and pedestrian improvements.   
 
As designed, the Block 95 project with the proposed alley vacation would enable parking 
and loading to be placed below grade, hiding those functions from view.  Access to the 
loading dock and to the patient parking would be separated for safety.  As a medical facility, 
the percentage of persons arriving and departing who are in wheelchairs or need 
ambulatory assistance is higher than a standard commercial building.  The ability to drop off 
patients internal to the project removes car/pedestrian conflicts from the building entry.  The 
alley vacation would also allow patient drop-off and pick-up to occur internal to the project, 
providing a pedestrian amenity by allowing patients with ambulatory assistance to access 
the building elevator at the below grade parking garage rather than forcing patients to be 
dropped off on the street at the building entry, or to exit a parking garage and traverse a 
steep sidewalk outdoors to access other campus facilities.   
 
Because the alley does not continue on the blocks to the north or south, the alley does not 
serve other property, meaning vacation of the alley would not affect circulation to nearby 
property.  Similarly, only local utility lines that serve existing buildings on Block 95 occur in 
the alley; vacation of the alley, therefore, would not require major utility relocations.   
 
The alley vacation would provide an enhanced urban presence by allowing the building 
massing and setbacks to be designed to allow adjoining open spaces along both Boren and 
Minor Avenues.  This is especially important along Minor Avenue, which is designated in the 
MIMP as a primary cross-campus pedestrian route.  With the alley vacation, the massing of 
the building would provide access to daylight while stepping back to provide a series of 
green spaces that reinforce a new campus entry and enhance the pedestrian experience.   
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What the Vacation Contributes to the Proposed Project (bulleted list) 
 
The alley vacation associated with proposed development of Block 95 would contribute to 
the project in the following ways: 
 

 replaces the 3,841 sq. ft. alley with approximately 5,000 sq. ft. of open space along 
Minor Ave. – a designated pedestrian street.  The 20-foot voluntary setback along 
Minor Ave. would improve the pedestrian realm for the neighborhood; 

 enables planning flexibility by providing the necessary parking below-grade and 
greater flexibility with massing; 

 removes services and loading from the alley to below-grade - where it is out of sight; 
and 

 allows a continuous floor plate across the block, connecting internal uses, both 
above and below-grade. This enables patients, materials, and staff to move freely 
and safely.  

 
Development that Could Occur as No Vacation Alternative 
 
The non-alley vacation alternative would require the central support building, parking and 
upper level medical office and research uses to be developed on two lots -- an eastern lot 
and a western lot.  The loading dock would have to be located on the eastern lot in order to 
connect with the proposed service tunnel beneath Minor Ave. and provide service access to 
the main hospital.  This service tunnel would provide an essential support link with the main 
hospital, supplying the hospital’s deliveries and MEP critical infrastructure.  In the non-alley 
vacation alternative, service trucks would utilize the alley to access the loading dock on the 
eastern lot.  Site constraints do not allow parking to be constructed beneath the loading 
dock; therefore, all vehicular parking would be located on the western lot.  Patients and 
visitors would access that parking via the alley, sharing the alley right-of-way with service 
trucks and vehicles (see Figures 9-13 in the Figures Section of the Vacation petition 
application).   
 
Level 01 of the eastern lot would house the main entry to the Block 95 building, located at 
Minor Ave. and Columbia St.  Level 01 would contain the building lobby, a small café, and 
medical laboratories.  The remaining levels on the eastern lot would contain imaging, clinics 
and labs, with mechanical equipment located on the roof. 
 
On the western lot, thirteen stories of parking would be provided, much of it above-grade.  
Due to the setback requirements along Boren Ave. and limited development area on the 
west block due to the alley, the efficiency of the parking structure would be limited.  Patients 
parking in the garage would be required to exit the garage and traverse up a steep sidewalk 
to enter either the eastern Block 95 building, or to proceed further east, across Minor Ave., 
and enter the main hospital.   
 
The massing of the non-alley vacation would be required to maximize development within 
the zoning envelope on the eastern and western lots without providing voluntary setbacks.  
Essentially, without the alley vacation, areas of open space that can be provided along 
Columbia St. and Minor Ave., instead occur mid-block as the alley itself.   
 
Designing the project as two buildings also results in a less efficient, disjointed, and more 
expensive building design.   
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8. Project Description: Describe the current conditions on the site and the existing uses. 
Provide specific project information. This should include a clear description of the 
project, including: the uses, dimensions, height, stories, parking spaces, etc in 
sufficient detail to understand how the site will be developed and how the project will 
function. 
 
Current Site Conditions and Use 
 
Current site conditions are discussed under Item #7 above. 
 
Proposed Project 
 
The Swedish project has been identified as the preferred approach to meeting the 
programmatic needs and strategic facility direction for the First Hill campus. When 
completed, this transformative project will define the First Hill campus for the next 50-100 
years. Two sites have been identified for development as part of implementing the Swedish 
First Hill Major Institution Master Plan (MIMP) [see Figure 14 in the Figures Section of this 
Vacation petition application]. The Northwest Tower will occupy the southeast corner of 
Marion Street and Minor Avenue, and the Block 95 development will occupy the block 
bounded by Minor, Columbia, Boren, and Cherry.  
 
The Northwest Tower will be the most significant and complex project undertaken by 
Swedish in the past several decades, and will involve replacement of many of the most 
complicated and systems-intensive services on the campus.  The Northwest tower will be 
approximately 240 ft. (16 stories) and contain a variety of uses; including: emergency 
department, dining hall, critical care units, surgery, and patient rooms.  Many of the support 
functions for the Northwest Tower will be located on Block 95.   
 
The Block 95 project will be approximately 240 ft. (17 stories) on the east, and will step 
down to 90 ft. (5 stories) mid-block to the west.  The program will accommodate a 
combination of parking (approximately 800 stalls), loading, food service, lab, and materials 
management, medical offices, as well as additional ambulatory and support services (see 
Figures 15-22 in the Figures Section of the Vacation petition application).   
 
The Block 95 building will house loading, materials management, ancillary and support 
services, medical office space, and outpatient diagnostics.  It will also serve as the primary 
supply and logistics center for the campus, including critical MEP infrastructure that will 
support the entire First Hill campus. 
 
The below grade levels will include approximately 800 parking spaces.  The first level below 
grade will be the loading dock and materials management for the First Hill campus.    The 
dock level will be served by three large freight elevators which permit the movement of 
incoming deliveries down one level to the primary Materials Management Warehouse facility 
and the major Production Kitchen for the campus.  This level connects across Minor Avenue 
through a service tunnel at Level D.   
 
The Main Lobby will be accessed from Level 1 at the corner of Minor and Columbia Streets.  
There will be a retail Café on this level, supported from the Production Kitchen below.  Part 
of the remainder of the First Floor will be used for the relocated Laboratory services for the 
hospital and surrounding area.  Level 2 will be used for diagnostic services and patient 
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focused administrative areas. This level will be accessible by a skybridge from Level 2 of the 
Main Hospital, the primary procedures floor.  Mechanical and electrical space will be located 
on the Boren Avenue side of the building above level 2, housing the hospital’s emergency 
generators.  Levels 3 through 16 will be used for clinical and offices.     
 
The skybridge and tunnel that would connect to the Block 95 project are show in Figures 8, 
10 and 11 in the Figures Section; both would cross Minor Avenue and connect to the Main 
Hospital.  The skybridge, at level 2 of the new building, would be approximately 13 ft. tall, 12 
ft. in width, and 224 ft. long.  The tunnel, at two levels below-grade would be approximately 
11 ft. tall, 20 ft. in width, and 36 ft. long.  Another skybridge proposed on the First Hill 
Campus, separate from the Block 95 project, would cross Marion Street and would connect 
the Northwest Tower to the Arnold Pavilion building and the Madison Tower Skybridge.  This 
skybridge would be approximately 13 ft. to 15.11 ft. tall, 13.7 ft. in width and 81 ft. long and 
would replace the existing Arnold Skybridge that would be removed.  Separate applications 
for the skybridges and tunnel will be prepared, pre-application meetings have been held with 
SDOT to discuss the applications, and each skybridge and tunnel is subject to the City’s 
term permit process.   
 

9. Other Land Use Actions: Provide information about other land use actions, such as a 
rezone, Major Institution Master Plan, or administrative or Council conditional use, or 
review from the Landmarks Preservation Board, or any other special review. SDOT 
will need final recommendations resulting from these reviews when it becomes 
available. 
 
The applicant is seeking a Master Use Permit (MUP).  An EIS Addendum to the Swedish 
Medical Center First Hill MIMP EIS (herein referred to as the Swedish MIMP EIS) is being 
prepared in conjunction with this MUP; the Seattle Department of Planning and 
Development (DPD) is coordinating preparation of the EIS Addendum.  
 
The Department of Neighborhoods (DON) has determined that Appendix A reports are 
required to be submitted for the existing buildings on the project site.  These buildings were 
identified as older structures in the Swedish MIMP EIS and no protections were required at 
that time.  Ten years after publication of the MIMP EIS, these structures will require 
additional analysis by the DON during the EIS Addendum process.  
 
For the City’s initial consideration, the applicant is proposing a public benefits package as 
set forth in Appendix G. 
 
Reviewers may be aware that Swedish also has a Cherry Hill campus in Seattle.  Both the 
First Hill campus and the Cherry Hill campus are part of the same Swedish system.  As a 
premier health-care provider for the City and the region, Swedish must plan for each of its 
campuses to assure patient needs will be met.  A new master plan for potential growth at 
the Cherry Hill campus is currently undergoing an independent review process with the City 
of Seattle.  The changes proposed for the Cherry Hill campus are separate from the First Hill 
redevelopment.  The Block 95 proposal at First Hill is part of the long-planned 
improvements for First Hill which are specifically focused on the replacement of aging 
facilities.  The First Hill project, including redevelopment of Block 95 is required to provide 
care for a rapidly growing older population, respond to unprecedented inpatient growth, 
meet the most current technology needs in appropriate space, respond to pressures of 
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healthcare reform, and to utilize Swedish clinical space effectively and ensure the latest 
quality advances are available to serve patients.   
 

10. Vacation Policies/Transportation Impacts: Describe the transportation impacts and 
address both the impacts from the loss of the right-of-way currently and in the future 
as well as the transportation impacts from the new development. Describe any 
impacts on the transportation system, which includes impacts to pedestrians, 
bicycles, transit and vehicles. Describe impacts to the street grid and development 
pattern in the area and open space value of the street right-of-way; address both 
current and future impacts. A traffic analysis will be required but you may submit the 
traffic analysis later in the process with any other required environmental documents. 
 
Policy 1 – Circulation and Access:  Vacations may be approved only if they do not result 
in negative effects on both the current and future needs for the City’s vehicular, bicycle, or 
pedestrian circulation systems or on access to private property, unless the negative effects 
can be mitigated. 

 
Guideline 1.1 (F) Alleys 
Proposed alley vacations will be considered according to the following guidelines. 
 
1. The primary purpose of an alley is to provide access to individual properties for 
loading functions and to provide utility corridors and access to off-street public services 
such as water, sewer, solid waste and electricity.  In addition, alleys may provide other 
public purposes and benefits including pedestrian and bicycle connections, and 
commercial and public uses.  Alleys should be retained for their primary purposes and 
other public purposes and benefits.  Alley vacations may be provided only when they 
would not interrupt an established pattern in a vicinity, such as continuity of an alley 
through a number of blocks or a grid, which is a consistent feature of neighborhood 
scale.  The impacts on future service provision to adjacent properties if utilities are 
displaced will be reviewed. 
 
4. Downtown.  The following criteria will be considered for specific downtown alley 
vacation petitions: 
 

a)  may be vacated only when their loading, service and access functions can be 
continued within the development site, and curbcuts are provided in conformance 
with the comprehensive plan; 

 
b)  alleys which are part of the primary pedestrian circulation system, such as Post 
Alley, may be vacated only when comparable public pedestrian circulation is 
provided and the pedestrian environment along the corridor is improved; and 

 
c)  to ensure compatible scale and character of infill development, for example, 
alleys in special review districts or historic districts may be vacated only when 
compatible scale and character of development is assured.   
 

Guideline 1.2 Traffic Code Compliance 
Proposed vacations, which would encourage violation of the traffic code will not be 
approved.  An example is a vacation eliminating one exit to an alley, requiring vehicles to 
back from the alley on to a street. 
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Guideline 1.3 Cumulative Effects to be Assessed 
When several vacations are proposed for a particular area of the City, such as within the 
boundaries of a major institution, a comprehensive review will be undertaken to 
determine the cumulative effects of the vacations on circulation and access. 
 
Guideline 1.4 Necessary On-Street Parking Must be Replaced 
Streets which provide necessary on-street parking may be vacated only when the public 
parking can be otherwise provided. 

 
Guideline 1.5 Circulation/Access Conditions on Vacations 
The City Council may impose conditions on vacations to mitigate negative effects of the 
vacation on vehicular, pedestrian, and bicycle travel. 
 
Guideline 1.6 Vehicular and Pedestrian Access by Agreements with Property 
Owners 
 

A. Vehicular Access 
Vehicular traffic functions will not be provided by agreement across private property.  
When the traffic functions of a street are necessary to the operation of the circulation 
system, the street will be retained as a dedicated right-of-way. 
 
B. Pedestrian Access 
Pedestrian circulation functions may be provided by an agreement which provides for 
public access across private property only when a major public benefit is provided by 
such an arrangement. 

 
DISCUSSION: The proposal would vacate the alley between Boren and Minor Avenues and 
Columbia and Cherry Streets. The alleys serving the properties northwest (at Columbia 
Street) and southwest (at Cherry Street) have already been vacated. This existing alley is 
not continuous and is not a circulation route within the existing street system for pedestrians, 
cyclists, or motorists. The primary function of the alley is to provide access to the existing 
uses, which would be redeveloped with the current proposal. The proposed redevelopment 
of the site would include a loading dock to facilitate site deliveries and a separate access 
point for general vehicular traffic. Vacation of the alley is not anticipated to impact on-street 
parking.  
 
A detailed traffic analysis will be conducted for the Block 95 development. This analysis will 
be summarized in the EIS addendum for the project. Based on previous analyses conducted 
in the EIS for the project, the proposed alley vacation would not adversely affect the area’s 
transportation system or access; specifically: 
 

 The alley vacation would not adversely affect the existing grid of streets or continuity of 
the grid. The existing alley is not connected on either side of the block. The alleys 
serving the properties northwest (at Columbia Street) and southwest (at Cherry Street) 
have already been vacated 

 

 The proposed vacation would not encourage violation of the traffic code 
 

 On-street parking would not be reduced by the vacation.  
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11. Vacation Policies/Utility Impacts:  During the City review of the proposed vacation, 
the Petitioner should work with the utilities that may be impacted by the vacation and 
develop a utility mitigation plan to address, in detail, how utilities impacts will be 
addressed. This plan must be completed before the petition proceeds to City Council 
review. 
 
Policy 2 – Utilities:  Rights-of-way which contain or are needed for future utility lines or 
facilities maybe vacated only when the utility can be adequately protected with an 
easement, relocation, fee ownership or similar agreement satisfactory to the utility 
owner. 
 
Public rights-of-way provide utilities with corridors for the efficient transportation and 
delivery of utility services to the public in the least costly manner possible.  Utilities 
generally assess vacation petitions from an operational perspective in order to ensure 
that a vacation will not impair current service reliability and capacity levels nor limit the 
ability to expand services in thefuture.  The growth of telecom utilities above and below 
ground, increased urban densities, and demand for undergrounding of utility facilities all 
place pressure onthe value of public rights-of-way, particularly alleys, for future utility 
needs. 
 

Guideline 2.1 Review of Petitions by Affected Utilities 
Utilities will be given an opportunity to review the proposed vacation, to identify its 
existing and future interests in the right-of-way and to indicate what actions would be 
necessary to protect its interests.  The Petitioner is responsible for working with the 
various utilities to identify and address the utility issues. The Petitioner bears the 
costs of addressing the utility issues relating to the vacation and shall ensure that the 
utility is in a similar position as prior to the vacation without a detriment to current or 
future utility services.  Enhancement of utility services at the Petitioner's expense 
shall not be required. 
 
Guideline 2.2 Utility Conditions on Vacations 
The City Council may impose conditions on vacations to assure continued service 
tothe public in the most efficient, least costly manner possible. 
 
Guideline 2.3 Utility Easement Provisions/Property Owners Risk and 
Responsibility 

 
A. Easement agreements should clearly state the rights and responsibilities of 
each party. 
 
B. Utilities may prohibit construction of buildings, structures, grading and filling, 
and other uses over or under their easements where such activities would inhibit 
operation of or prevent access to the utility facilities for maintenance and repair, 
or would cause extra cost or liability to the utility, or would affect the safety and 
integrity of those facilities. 
 
C. Any costs for the repair of damages to the improvements placed on or over 
the utility easement by the property owner due to the utility maintenance repair or 
installation will be the express responsibility of the property owner. 

 



 

Vacation Petition May 8, 2015 
Block 95 11 

DISCUSSION: All services to existing structures within this block would be disconnected 
and demolished; services would be re-routed.  Three utilities are currently known to have 
infrastructure within the alley on Block 95 that would need to be removed/relocated as part 
of the proposed alley vacation -- Seattle City Light, Century Link, and Seattle Steam.  These 
utility providers have been consulted and each has provided conceptual approval to re-route 
lines/ducts.  Each of these utilities has also indicated that adequate capacity exists to serve 
the proposed project.  To-date, preliminary engineering plans have been provided to the 
Seattle Department of Transportation and Seattle City Light, the utility permitting process 
has been initiated with the City, and bi-weekly meetings to coordinate a design and 
construction schedule are occurring.  The applicant will continue to coordinate with utility 
providers to mitigate the loss of infrastructure due to the proposed alley vacation.  All utilities 
and planned easements for future utilities located within vacated rights-of-way would be 
adequately protected by easements, relocation, or agreement(s) satisfactory to the utility 
owner.   
 
See Appendix E for further information regarding consultation that has occurred to-date, as 
well as conceptual drawings depicting existing and proposed utility locations.  As project 
design evolves, additional information will be provided and details will be added to the 
mitigation plans. 
 

12. Vacation Policies/Land Use Impacts: Address the land use impacts; specifically 
address the increase in development potential attributable to the vacation. Provide 
specific information on the difference in the development of the site with or without a 
vacation. Address issues such as scale, building orientation, and access to the site 
that may be impacted by the vacation. Address neighborhood character and design 
issues and describe how your project fits into the specific neighborhood in which it is 
located. Discuss applicable Comprehensive Plan goals and other City and 
neighborhood land use and planning goals for the area. 
 
POLICY 4 –Land Use: A proposed vacation may be approved only when the increase in 
development potential that is attributable to the vacation would be consistent with the land 
use policies adopted by the City Council.  The criteria considered for making individual 
vacation decisions will vary with the land use policies and regulations for the area in which 
the right-of-way is located.  The City Council may place conditions on a vacation to mitigate 
negative land use effects. 
 
Vacations can affect the land use and development patterns in an area by adding to the 
developable land base, altering the local pattern of land division, and increasing the 
development potential on the vacated and abutting properties.  These changes may allow 
development that is inconsistent with adopted land use polices and have a negative effect 
on the area of the proposed vacation and other rights-of-way. The Petitioner shall provide 
the City with information about the expected completed density of the project and the 
development potential of the property without a vacation.  Such information should be 
provided as both the percentage increase in the development potential and the additional 
square footage added to the project. The Petitioner shall also provide the City with 
information as to how the project advances City planning goals and meets the zoning criteria 
in the area where the project is located.  It is the obligation of the Petitioner to provide a 
justification for the vacation and to provide information on whether there are feasible 
alternatives that do not require a vacation. 
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Guideline 4.6 Zone Specific Review 
 
Adopted City Land Use Policies to be Used 
 
In addition to the general street vacation policies and guidelines contained in this 
document, the adopted City land use policies for the zone in which a vacation is located, 
will be used to determine whether or not the land use effects of each vacation are in the 
public interest.  These include policies such as the Comprehensive Plan, particularly its 
land use, urban village, transportation and neighborhood elements.  Vacations will be 
reviewed according to Land Use Policies as now constituted or hereafter amended. 
 
Area Specific Guidelines 
 
Guidelines related to various land use areas are stated below.  They are provided in 
order to highlight special concerns related to each area.  They shall be used to 
supplement the general provisions and guidelines of the Seattle Vacation Policies and 
other land use policies for protection of the public interest. 
 

F. Major Institutions 
 

1. For proposed vacations within major institution boundaries, the major 
institutions policy guidelines and objectives (SMC 23.16.010) will be used to 
evaluate the land use effects of the vacation. 
 

2. If a master plan has been adopted, the vacation decision will give substantial 
weight to the provisions of the individual master plan.  Land use, transportation 
and traffic information contained in the EIS for the master plan will be 
considered.  This information will be updated prior to the vacation decision if 
conditions in the area have changed or if several years have passed since 
adoption of the master plan.  Identification of intended street vacations in an 
adopted major institution master plan shall not constitute prior approval of the 
vacations. 
 

3. If, at the time a vacation petition is considered by the City Council, a master 
plan involving the vacation right-of-way has been submitted for approval, but 
not yet approved, the Council's review of the proposed master plan and 
vacation request shall be conducted concurrently according to Guideline 4.5 of 
these policies.  Major institutions will be encouraged to submit petitions for any 
vacations called for in a proposed master plan at the same time as the master 
plan is proposed. 

 
DISCUSSION:  Swedish Medical Center’s First Hill Campus is located within one of the City 
of Seattle’s six designated Urban Centers.  The hospital is a large employer in the city and 
provides a vital and active urban employment/medical services/research environment.  The 
potential alley vacation would promote increased employment density consistent with the 
intent of Urban Centers.  The campus is also served by numerous bus routes and would 
include access to First Hill Street Car.  The resulting development would also be consistent 
with the type and scale of surrounding land uses on and adjacent to campus.  The increase 
in development potential that is attributable to the proposed alley vacation would be 
consistent with the use, density, and development regulations in the MIMP, the First 
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Hill/Capitol Hill Neighborhood Planning Area, the City’s Comprehensive Plan, and the City’s 
Land Use & Zoning Code. 
 
Block 95 has split zoning – the parcels located to the east of the alley have a Major 
Institution Overlay (MIO)-240-HR zoning designation, and the parcels to the west of the alley 
have an MIO-90-HR zoning designation (see Appendix H for a zoning map).  Block 95 will 
be approximately 240 feet (15 stories) in height and will step down to 90 feet (5 stories) in 
height mid-block.  The program will accommodate a combination of parking (approximately 
800 stalls), loading, food service, lab and materials management, medical offices, as well as 
additional ambulatory and support services. In addition to demolition of existing buildings to 
accommodate development on these two parcels, the complexity and operational impacts of 
these two developments will also necessitate a myriad of smaller enabling projects within 
the existing facility. 
 
The alley vacation that is proposed within Block 95 is requested to improve the overall 
project in a manner consistent with the public interest and to provide for better urban 
presence.  Vacation of the alley could also provide improved vehicular and pedestrian 
circulation in the immediate area, vehicle and service access, public open space, and 
territorial views through the site.  Long term public benefits could better be provided, and 
potential land use impacts could be better mitigated.   
 
Increase in Development Potential 
 
Net development potential for Block 95 – comparing the Proposed Project (with alley 
vacation) with the No Alley Vacation Alternative -- would increase allowable development by 
approximately 37,400 sq. ft., as depicted by Figure 18 in the Figures Section of this 
Vacation petition application.   
 
Development density for a major institution with an adopted Major Institution Master Plan is 
determined on a campus-wide basis and not block-by-block or on the basis of individual 
sites (see Figure 8 in the Figures Section of this Vacation petition application for more 
detail).  The Compiled MIMP for Swedish Medical Center – First Hill Campus, established a 
campus-wide Floor Area Ratio (FAR) of 5.5.  Redevelopment of Block 95 was included in 
the Compiled MIMP as both a Planned Project and a Potential Project (pg. 44).  In addition, 
for worst-case analysis, the area of the proposed alley vacation was not included in the 
campus-wide FAR calculation (pg. 61).  Therefore, the increase in development potential 
attributable to the proposed vacation of Block 95 is consistent with the provisions of the 
Swedish Medical Center - First Hill Campus MIMP.  The MIMP endorsed the alley vacation 
for Block 95. 
 
Refer to the Development Matrix in Appendix F of this vacation petition application for more 
detailed calculations.   

 
Scale, Building Orientation and Access to the Site  
 
Swedish Medical Center’s First Hill Campus is a highly visible community landmark that 
offers ambulatory and inpatient services within an interconnected campus of facilities in 
close proximity to downtown.  Block 95 is a full block development on that campus that will 
provide essential services to the hospital including loading for the majority of campus, as 
well as much needed parking and clinical office space. The project’s planning and exterior 
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articulation maximize views and access to light while also optimizing the performance of the 
enclosure system, all essential to the state of the art medical care and healing that Swedish 
provides to its patients. 
 
The design of Block 95 includes features to enhance the compatibility with surrounding 
uses and minimize potential land use conflicts between the proposed site and existing uses.  
Such features include:  building location and orientation, building design and materials, 
provisions for landscaping, wayfinding, creation of open space/gathering areas, and 
provisions for street and pedestrian improvements.  Block 95 is composed of two volumes 
of varying height - a tall tower of medical office space on the campus side and a smaller 
podium at the campus boundary along Boren. This stepping provides a transition in scale 
from the neighborhood edge to the campus core, with the tallest portion oriented toward the 
center of campus. The building is then further shaped by the surrounding neighborhood and 
the existing Swedish campus, responding to open space and views by setting back along 
Minor and Boren. The two forms shift from north to south creating a series of terraces and 
green space while allowing light into the building. The northern terrace is accessible to the 
public and acts an extension of the building lobby. The south terrace looks towards the city 
and provides outdoor seating for the lobby café. The top of the podium will also be partially 
landscaped and have views of downtown and the Olympics Mountains. All of these moves 
work together to maintain views from existing campus buildings and create a pleasant 
pedestrian experience in the neighborhood and on the campus. 
 
Neighborhood Character and Design  
 
The First Hill neighborhood is transitioning from an area of low- and mid-rise mostly 
residential development, to an area with an urban mixed-use character with greater density.  
Development in the neighborhood that is illustrative of the change in progress includes:  
Virginia Mason Medical Center, Harborview Medical Center, and Cielo Apartments (802 
Seneca St.).  
 
Swedish recognizes the changing First Hill neighborhood and looks to embrace a pedestrian 
friendly and open space environment.  Swedish understands a hospital is a reflection of the 
community, and looks forward to working with the public to integrate benefits into the 
project.  Swedish intends to collaborate with the community, DPD, SDOT, and Seattle Parks 
and Recreation to identify opportunities to enhance the community and public realm.  From 
providing a location for community meetings, to providing the framework for urban 
connections, Swedish will explore opportunities to make a stronger, more connected 
neighborhood. 
 
The massing of Block 95 responds to the scale of the neighborhood character by stepping 
down along Boren Ave and providing a landscaped setback. Terracing along Cherry Street 
provides relief and access to light.   Further articulation of the form in the N/S direction, as 
well as facade detailing, transparency and modulation help reduce apparent building mass.  
Block 95 development is intended to be highly accessible with improved landscaped 
pedestrian connections along Minor Ave.  Open spaces along Minor Ave. contribute to 
community and provide a pedestrian link to Marion Street 
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Comprehensive Plan and other City and Neighborhood Land Use and Planning Goals 
 
See Questions 20 and 21 below, for a discussion of applicable Comprehensive Plan and 
other City and neighborhood land use and planning goals for the area.   
 

13. Vacation Policies/Public Benefit:  Provide a discussion of the public benefit proposal 
including how the public benefit proposal serves the general public. Include an 
itemized list that provides a detailed description of each element of the proposed 
public benefit. Benefits must be long term and must serve the general public not 
merely the users of the development. The public benefit must be benefits that are not 
required by the land use code or other regulations and for which no other 
development credit is sought. 

 
Policy 5 – Public Benefit. 
 
A. A vacation petition shall include a public benefit proposal.  The concept of providing a 
public benefit is derived from the nature of street right-of-way.  Right-of-way is dedicated for 
use by the general public in perpetuity whether or not a public purpose can be currently 
identified.  The City acts as a trustee for the public in its administration of rights-of-way. 
Case law requires that in each vacation there must be an element of public use or benefit, 
and a vacation cannot be granted solely for a private use or benefit.  Therefore, before this 
public asset can be vacated to a private party, there must be a benefit that accrues to the 
general public. 
 
B.  Proposed vacations may be approved only when they provide a long-term public benefit.  
Vacations will not be approved to achieve short-term public benefits or for the sole benefit of 
individuals.  The following do not constitute a public benefit:  Mitigation of the adverse 
effects of a vacation; Meeting code requirements for development; Paying the required 
vacation fee; Facilitating economic activity; or Providing a public, governmental or 
educational service; while the nature of the project is a factor in determining the adequacy of 
a public benefit proposal, it does not in and of itself constitute an adequate public benefit. 
 
Guideline 5.1 Public Benefits Identified 
Public benefits may include, but are not limited to: 
 

A. On-site Public Benefits:  on-site benefits are favored as the provision of the public 
benefit can also act to offset any increase in scale from the development. On-site public 
benefits may include: 
 

 Publicly accessible plazas or other green spaces, including public stairways; 

 Streetscape enhancements beyond that required by codes such as widened 
sidewalks, additional street trees or landscaping, street furniture, pedestrian 
lighting, wayfinding, art, or fountains; 

 Pedestrian or bicycle trails; 

 Enhancement of the pedestrian or bicycle environment; 

 View easement or corridors; or 

 Preservation of landmark buildings or other community resources. 
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B. Off-site Public Benefits:  where it is not practicable to provide the public benefit or 
more than a portion of the public benefit on the development site, the public benefit may 
be provided off-site.  This may include: 
 

 Pedestrian or bicycle trails or public stairways; 

 Enhancement of the pedestrian or bicycle environment; 

 Enhancement of existing public open space such as providing playground 
equipmentin a City park; 

 Improvements to designated Green Streets; 

 Funding an element from an adopted Neighborhood Plan; 

 Providing wayfinding signage; or 

 Providing public art. 
 
DISCUSSION:  Consistent with City of Seattle criteria for the approval of alley vacations, a 
broad range of improvements are proposed that are intended to provide long term public 
benefits.  The public benefits associated with the vacation for Block 95 focus on public 
improvements surrounding the site to improve the overall project in a manner consistent with 
the public interest and to enable better urban form.  The applicant looks forward to further 
discussion with the City on the alley vacation public benefits.   
 
The public benefits proposed as part of this project include the following: 
 
 Implementation of Elements from the First Hill Public Realm Action Plan 

Collaborate with SDOT, DPD and Seattle Parks & Recreation to design and develop off-site 
public open space opportunities identified in the First Hill Public Realm action plan. 
Opportunities may include further development of street concept plans as (per the SDOT 
Right of Way Improvement Manual), implementation of key ROW elements identified in the 
concept plans such as parklettes, green streets and active zones and contribution toward 
acquisition and development of a public neighborhood park. 

 
 Minor Ave Street Concept Plan and Improvements 

Collaborate with SDOT and DPD to develop a draft street concept plan for Minor Ave 
between James and Madison. that is coordinated with the First Hill Public Realm Action Plan 
and Bicycle Master Plan. Identify short term opportunities that may be implemented with the 
Swedish projects. Improvements may include realignment of curbs, traffic lanes and parking, 
pedestrian crossings and curb bulbs, increased sidewalk width, street trees and landscaping, 
furnishings and signage. 

 
 Boren Ave Improvements  

Provide enhanced Metro transit shelters (Routes 64, 193, 303 and 309) along Boren Ave. 
Enhance pedestrian crossings to facilitate movement to bus stops and other destinations. 

 
 Voluntary Setbacks and Publically Accessible Open Space 

Provide voluntary setbacks at proposed building sites to create wider sidewalks, landscape 
and open space opportunities.  Consider existing Emergency Department site at the corner 
of Minor and Cherry for publicly accessible open space for community gathering and edible 
gardens. 

 
 Bike Share Program 

Sponsor bike share stations coordinated with the Pronto Bike Share program.  
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 Artwork Opportunities 
Develop an Artwork Plan that identifies a variety of artwork opportunities within the Swedish 
Campus. Artwork may include signature artwork as well as elements that are integrated into 
building and site improvements. Work with the Frye Art Museum and O’Dea High School to 
explore opportunities to develop programs that utilize Swedish property to display temporary 
and permanent artwork. 

 
Please see Appendix G for more detailed information. 

 
14. Public Benefit Matrix: A number of factors will be considered in balancing your 

public benefit proposal with the public interest, provide a matrix that includes: 
 

 Zoning designation: i.e. commercial, industrial, residential  
 Street classification: i.e. arterial, alley, residential  
 Assessed value of adjacent property: per square foot  
 Lease rates in the general vicinity for similar projects: per square foot  
 Size of project: in square feet  
 Size of area to be vacated: in square feet; and  
 Contribution of vacated area to the development potential of the site: percentage 

increase of the project and additional square feet.  

DISCUSSION:  The proposed public benefit matrix is contained in Appendix G. 
 

15. Site Maps:  A copy of the plat map is required. Provide maps of the block(s) 
containing the project site that show all dimensions of the property and the 
development, and include total square footage. Provide the current ownership of each 
lot on the subject block. 
 
A copy of the plat map and a site survey map are provided in Appendix D.  A project site 
map with dimensions and current ownership is also included in Appendix D. 
 

16. Project Maps: Provide maps and sketches of the project design; include plot plans, 
elevations, project sketches or conceptual drawings. 
 
Project maps including sketches of the proposed project design include: plot plans, 
elevations, project sketches and conceptual drawings are included as Figures 15 through 
22 in this Vacation petition application (Figures Section).   
 

17. 9-block Urban Design Analysis:  Provide maps of the 9-block area to show the urban 
design context of the proposed project. Include current development showing current 
uses and development patterns, zoning of the area, the street grid and traffic 
patterns, and public uses. 
 
A 9-block urban design analysis is included as Appendix H to this Vacation petition 
application. 
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18. Impact on Public Transportation Projects: If your project site is in the vicinity of a 
major transportation project such as Sound Transit, provide information about how 
your project responds to the public project. 
 
The proposed development on Block 95 would concentrate employment growth in a 
location with direct access to the First Hill Streetcar network, major bus routes, and Sound 
Transit Light Rail.  The proposed project would not negatively impact any proposed public 
transit projects.  See Appendix H for the location of the Block 95 project in relation to major 
transit routes and stops. 
 

19. Environmental Impact Statement (EIS): If DPD determines that an EIS is required, the 
Petition may not proceed to City Council until this work is completed. DPD will 
require that the EIS contain a “No Vacation” alternative. Provide a copy of the Draft 
and Final EIS with vacation/no vacation alternatives, or an environmental checklist, if 
applicable. 
 
A programmatic EIS has been prepared for the Swedish Medical Center’s First Hill Campus 
MIMP -- the Swedish Medical Center First Hill Campus MIMP EIS; the Draft EIS was issued 
in 2004 and the Final EIS in 2005.  The Swedish MIMP EIS identifies and evaluates 
probable significant environmental impacts that could result from the proposed Swedish 
First Hill campus master plan, including increases in height and density on campus. 
 
The Swedish MIMP EIS was found to be adequate, and copies of the Swedish MIMP EIS 
are contained in Appendix I to this vacation petition.  The proposed development on Block 
95 is consistent with development that was analyzed in the Swedish MIMP EIS. 
DPD has determined that an EIS Addendum will be prepared to the Swedish MIMP EIS -- in 
order to provide additional, site-specific analysis and information concerning development 
on Block 95.  The EIS Addendum will evaluate probable, significant environmental impacts 
that may result from the proposed project and the No Vacation Alternative.  The EIS 
Addendum will compare those impacts from the project and the No Vacation Alternative with 
probable environmental impacts that are identified in the Swedish MIMP EIS. 
 

20. Neighborhood Plan:  If your project is located within the boundaries of an adopted 
neighborhood plan, demonstrate how your project advances the goals of the plan. 
Provide a map of the neighborhood planning area. 
 
The Block 95 site is located within the First Hill Neighborhood; see Figure 6 in the Figures 
Section of this Vacation petition application for a map of this neighborhood planning area.   
 
First Hill Neighborhood Plan 
 
The First Hill Neighborhood Plan was adopted in 1999 and portions of the plan have been 
incorporated into the City’s Comprehensive Plan.  The following goals and policies from the 
First Hill Neighborhood Plan are the most applicable to proposed development on the 
Swedish Medical Center’s First Hill campus. 
 

Goal FH-G1 – A community with a culturally and economically diverse residential 
population that is also a major employment center, home to many of the region’s state of 
the art medical centers and related facilities. 
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Goal FH-G2 – An active, pedestrian-friendly Urban Center Village that integrates 
residential, commercial, and institutional uses, and maintains strong connections to 
surrounding neighborhoods and the Urban Center. 
 
Policy FH-P3 – Seek opportunities to provide additional community facilities to serve the 
existing diverse population and the new residents and employees projected to move into 
the neighborhood within the next 15 years. 
 
Policy FH-P5 – Encourage major institutions and public projects to work to preserve, 
maintain, and enhance the important qualities of the neighborhood plan, i.e. open space, 
housing, and pedestrian environment. 
 
Goal FH-G5 – A neighborhood which provides a variety of housing opportunities that are 
compatible with other neighborhood goals, and maintains the economic mix of First Hill 
residents. 
 
Goal FH-G7 – A neighborhood with safe, accessible, and well-maintained parks, open 
space, and community facilities that meet the current and future needs of a growing 
community. 
 
Policy FH-P19 – Seek new opportunities for the creation of useable and safe parks and 
open space. 
 
Goal FH-G8 – A neighborhood which provides for the safe and efficient local- and 
through-traffic circulation of automobiles, transit, bicycles, and pedestrians. 

 
DISCUSSION:  Swedish Medical Center’s First Hill Campus provides a vital and active 
urban employment/medical services/research environment.  The Block 95 project 
implements the approved 2005 Major Institution Master Plan (MIMP) for the Swedish First 
Hill campus.  The potential alley vacation would promote increased employment density 
consistent with the intent of Urban Centers and Urban Center Villages.  The campus is also 
served by numerous bus routes and would include access to the First Hill Street Car and 
Sound Transit’s Link Light Rail.  The resulting development would also be consistent with 
the type and scale of surrounding land uses on and adjacent to campus.  The increase in 
development potential that is attributable to the proposed alley vacation would be consistent 
with the use, density, and development regulations in the MIMP, the First Hill/Capitol Hill 
Neighborhood Planning Area, the City’s Comprehensive Plan, and the City’s Land Use & 
Zoning Code. 
 
The alley vacation that is proposed within Block 95 is requested to improve the overall 
project in a manner consistent with the public interest and to provide for better urban 
presence.  Vacation of the alley could also provide improved vehicular and pedestrian 
circulation in the immediate area, improved vehicle and service access, public open space, 
and territorial views through the site.  Long term public benefits could better be provided, 
and potential land use impacts could be better mitigated.   
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21. Comprehensive Plan and Other City Plans and Goals: Provide information as to how 
your project advances City goals as identified in the Comprehensive Plan and any 
other relevant plans. 
 

City of Seattle Comprehensive Plan 

 
The City of Seattle’s Comprehensive Plan – Toward a Sustainable Seattle, was originally 
adopted in 1994, amended each year, and substantially updated in 2005.  The City’s 
updated Comprehensive Plan consists of eleven major elements – urban village, land use, 
transportation, housing, capital facilities, utilities, economic development, neighborhood, 
human development, cultural resources and environment.  Each element contains goals and 
policies that are intended to “guide the development of the City in the context of regional 
growth management” for the next 20 years.  The Block 95 project site is part of the First 
Hill/Capitol Hill Urban Center, which emphasizes mixed-use residential and employment 
land uses. 
 

Urban Village Element 
 
Summary: The Urban Village Element establishes the City’s urban village strategy for 
growth, by guiding the designation of urban centers, urban villages, and manufacturing 
industrial centers (all of which are broadly referred to as “urban villages”), and by defining 
the priorities for land use in these areas.  General goals and policies for urban villages call 
for: promoting densities, mixes of uses, and transportation improvements that support 
walking use of public transportation, and other transportation demand management (TDM) 
strategies, especially within urban centers and urban villages (UVG4); directing the greatest 
share of future development to centers and urban villages, and reducing the potential for 
dispersed growth not conducive to walking, transit use, and cohesive community 
development (UVG5); accommodating planned levels of household and employment growth 
(UVG6); Accommodating a range of employment activity to ensure employment 
opportunities are available for the city’s diverse residential population, including maintaining 
(UVG7); using limited land resources more efficiently and pursuing a development pattern 
that is more economically sound by encouraging infill development on vacant and 
underutilized sites, particularly within urban villages (UVG9);and, promoting physical 
environments of the highest quality, which emphasize the special identity of each of the 
City’s neighborhoods, particularly within urban centers and villages (UVG13). The Urban 
Village element designates the Block 95 Development site as an Urban Center (UV15 and 
UV16) with a functional designation of “mixed residential and employment” (UV17).  The 20-
year growth estimates (2004-2024) for the First Hill/Capitol Hill Urban Center’s First Hill 
neighborhood are identified as 2,000 new jobs and 1,200 new households (Urban Villages 
Appendix A to the Comprehensive Plan). Relevant goals and policies guiding the distribution 
of growth call for: concentrating a greater share of employment growth in locations 
convenient to the City’s residential population to promote walking and transit use and reduce 
the length of work trips (UVG31); planning for urban centers to receive the most substantial 
share of Seattle’s growth, consistent with their role in shaping the regional growth pattern 
(UVG32); and, encouraging growth in Seattle between 2004-2024, to be generally 
distributed across the City (UVG33). 
 
DISCUSSION:  The proposed Block 95 project is located within one of the City of Seattle’s 
six designated Urban Centers – the First Hill/Capitol Hill Urban Center.  The applicant 
represents a large employer located near Downtown Seattle, with its existing presence on 
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First Hill providing a vital and active urban employment environment.  The Block 95 project 
implements the approved 2005 Major Institution Master Plan (MIMP) for the Swedish First 
Hill campus.  The potential vacation for the Block 95 project would promote increased 
mixed-use density (medical office and retail), which is consistent with the intent of Urban 
Centers and the First Hill Neighborhood Plan. 
 
The potential vacation would enable the establishment of a coherent ensemble of buildings 
on the First Hill campus, integrating public open space, pedestrian amenities, and retail uses 
at the street level.  The project would increase employment density within the First 
Hill/Capitol Hill Urban Center, which would help to create an urban mixed-use area in close 
proximity to services, employment, residential communities, numerous bus routes, the First 
Hill Streetcar, and Sound Transit’s Link Light Rail.  The alley vacation for Block 95 is 
requested to improve the overall project in a manner consistent with the public interest and 
to allow for better urban presence.  Vacation of the alley could also provide improved 
vehicular and pedestrian circulation in the immediate area, as well as pedestrian, vehicle 
and service access, public open space, and territorial views through the site.   
 

Major Institutions 
 
Goal LUG32 – Maximize the public benefits of major institutions, including health care and 
educational services, while minimizing the adverse impacts associated with development 
and geographic expansion. 
 
Goal LUG33 – Recognize the significant economic benefits of major institutions in the City 
and the region and their contributions to employment growth. 
 
Goal LUG34 – Balance each major institution’s ability to change and the public benefit 
derived from change with the need to protect the livability and vitality of adjacent 
neighborhoods. 
Goal LUG35 – Promote the integration of institutional development with the function and 
character of surrounding communities in the overall planning for urban centers. 
 
Policy LU182 – Establish Major Institution Overlays (MIO) to permit appropriate institutional 
development within boundaries while minimizing the adverse impacts associated with 
development and geographic expansion. Balance the public benefits of growth and change 
for major institutions with the need to maintain the livability and vitality of adjacent 
neighborhoods. Where appropriate, establish MIO boundaries so that they contribute to the 
compatibility between major institution areas and less intensive zones. 
 
DISCUSSION:  Swedish Medical Center’s First Hill Campus provides medical and health 
care services for the greater Seattle community and beyond and represents a large 
employer located near Downtown Seattle, with its existing presence on First Hill providing a 
vital and active urban employment environment.  The Block 95 project implements the 
approved 2005 Major Institution Master Plan (MIMP) for the Swedish First Hill campus.  The 
alley vacation for Block 95 is requested to improve the project in a manner consistent with 
the public interest, and to allow for better urban presence.   
 
A key objective of the MIMP is to provide a physical environment that promotes a positive 
relationship with the community.  The MIMP includes proposed development regulations 
and design guidelines for future development on campus, as well as the provision of public 
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open spaces and pedestrian streetscape enhancements on campus and along campus 
boundaries.  These elements of the MIMP would help to integrate the Swedish First Hill 
Campus with the surrounding community, as well as contribute to maintaining the livability 
and vitality of the adjacent neighborhood.   
 

22. Sustainable Practices:  Provide information on green and sustainable construction 
and operational practices and the level of LEED certification associated with the 
project. 
 
Although Swedish has not yet committed to pursuing LEED certification, a variety of 
sustainable practices are being considered; including high performance façades; 
displacement ventilation, maximizing daylight/views, and 96 hours of on-site energy and 
water independence.  
 

23. Design Review Board:  Provide copies of the minutes and design material presented 
to the Design Review Board. 
 
The proposed Block 95 project is not subject to review by the Design Review Board (DRB).  
The proposed project will be presented to the Swedish Standing Advisory Committee (SAC) 
for their review and approval. 

 
24. Company/Agency Information: Include background information about your business 

or agency, its history, how long at your present location, number of employees, etc. 
Describe how your business or agency will grow with the vacation, such as number 
of employees or patients, or students served by the proposed development. 

 
Nature of the Operation 
 
Swedish Medical Center – First Hill Campus 
 
History of the Institution 
 
Swedish was founded on June 1, 1910.  In 1912, the Swedish Board of Trustees 
acquired a nearby 40-bed private hospital that was nearing completion. The new facility, 
located at Summit and Columbia, would become the cornerstone of Swedish Medical 
Center/First Hill.  To meet increasing demand, the hospital's first patient wing was added 
just four years later. During the next 50 years, every decade saw the addition of new 
buildings and enhanced facilities.  By 1975, with the addition of professional office 
buildings and the area's first independent day-surgery program, Swedish had grown to 
become a major medical center. In 1980, Doctors Hospital and Seattle General Hospital 
closed, merging with Swedish.  Providence Seattle Medical Center, founded by the 
Sisters of Providence, also added important expertise and resources when it joined the 
Swedish system in 2000.  In February 2012, Swedish and Providence finalized the 
affiliation agreement, and joined forces to improve health care for Western Washington. 
 
Now, Swedish is replacing its aging facilities at First Hill so as to provide care for a 
rapidly growing older population; respond to unprecedented inpatient growth; meet the 
most current technology needs in appropriate space; respond to pressures of health 
care reform; and to utilize clinical space effectively for the 21st century.   
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How Long at the Present Location 
 
Located on First Hill Campus since 1912.  Swedish purchased Block 95 from Fred 
Hutchinson Cancer on 12/28/1990. 
 
Number of Employees 
 
Number of Employees at SFH:  3,200 – 5,000 

• 3,200 FTE 
• 3,800 (head count, includes part time) 
• 5,000 (includes Providence, corporate that is located at SFH, but may cover other 

locations) 
 
How the Company will Grow with the Vacation (e.g., # of Employees, etc.) 
 
Consistent with the 2005 MIMP, the alley vacation on Block 95 provides the Swedish 
project with the necessary expansion for central support facilities, material management 
and clinics.  Block 95 provides Swedish with an efficient and flexible building, allowing 
Swedish to meet changing community healthcare needs.    
 

25. Development Schedule:  Provide a proposed development timeline and schedule. 

 
Proposed significant schedule milestones include: 

 
Submit Alley Vacation Petition      April/May 2015 
Standing Advisory Committee Review Beings  Q3 2015 
Design Commission Meetings      Q3 2015  
MUP Submittal       Q3 2015  
EIS Addendum Submittal     Q3 2015 
Design Commission Recommendation to SDOT  Q4 2015  
SDOT prepares Vacation Analysis/Recommendation Q4 2015  
Vacation Public Hearing      Q1 2016  
City Council Vacation Concept Approval   Q1 2016  
MUP Issuance        Q2 2016  
Building Permit Issuance (Phased) 

Demo, Excavation, Shoring     Q2 2016 
Footing and foundation     Q3 2016 
Shell & Core/TI      Q4 2016 

Begin Demolition and Abatement    Q2 2016 
Begin Construction      Q2 2016 
Occupancy       Q3 2018 
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Appendix B 

Block 95 Vacation Petition – Community Outreach 

 

The applicant has so far presented information regarding the proposed project at a First Hill 
Improvement Association Board meeting (4.14.15).  Ongoing outreach to discuss the 
proposed vacation will continue, including meetings with the Swedish First Hill Campus 
Master Plan Standing Advisory Committee (SAC), the Capitol Hill Community Council, and 
other organizations and community members in the First Hill Neighborhood.  As well, a letter 
has been sent to previous members who served on the Swedish First Hill Major Institution 
Master Plan SAC briefing them on the proposed Block 95 project.  This appendix contains 
the sign-in sheet and/or contact information from the meeting at which the applicant has 
presented information regarding the proposed project, as well as a copy of the letter sent out 
to previous members of the Swedish First Hill MIMP SAC members.   
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OWNERS

 

Swedish Medical Center 

747 Broadway 

Seattle, WA 98122 

206.386.6000  

 

Providence Health & Services 

1801 Lind Ave SW 

Renton, WA  98057 

425.525.3355 

 

 

PROJECT EXECUTIVE SPONSORS 

 

   

Anthony Armada, FACHE  o. (206) 628-2504 

Chief Executive – Swedish Health Systems tony.armada@swedish.org  

  

June Altaras, RN, MN o. 206-422-2217 

CEO and CNO - Swedish Seattle June.Altaras@swedish.org 

   

Dana White o. (503) 893-6740 

VP, Real Estate and Construction Dana.White@providence.org 

Co-Chair 

 

PROJECT STEERING COMMITTEE 

 

Karen Weylandt o. (503) 215-2694 

PH&S Chief Planning Officer c. (503) 319-3663 

 Karen.Weylandt@providence.org 

 

Mike Schaal o. (206) 320-2066 

PH&S Chief Construction Officer c. (503) 893-6743 

 Mike.Schaal@providence.org  

 

Dan Harris 

Swedish Medical Center o. (206) 628-2550 

Chief Financial Officer dan.harris@providence.org  

 

Glenn Barnhart, MD  o. (206) 320-7300 

Chief, Cardiac Services  c. (206) 240-8267  

 Glenn.Barnhart@swedish.org 

 

David Stout, MD c. (206) 498-9136 

Anesthesiology  page. (206) 998-4700 

 David.stout@swedish.org 

  

Marc Horton, MD  o. (206) 215-3500 

Medical Director, Surgery  c. (425) 417-4513 

 Marc.Horton@swedish.org 

 

Peter Casterella, MD  o. (206) 320-5391 

Executive Medical Director, Heart & Vascular  c. (206) 200-0813 

 Peter.Casterella@swedish.org  
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Ian Wright, MD  page. (206) 998-4716 

Anesthesiology  c. (206) 422-1946 

 iwright@pasanes.com 

 

Betty Jo Flett, RN o. (206) 320-3702 

Perioperative Services Elizabeth.Flett@swedish.org    

 

Brian Livingston o. (206) 215-2803 

VP Medical Affairs- Swedish First Hill brian.livingston@swedish.org 

 

Margot Bykonen, RN, MN, o. (206) 386-2236 

Nurse Executive - Swedish First Hill margot.bykonen@swedish.org 

 

David Chung  o. (206) 320-2066 

PH&S WWA Region Director  c. (213) 507-3400 

of Real Estate and Construction david.chung2@providence.org 

 

Tyler Howren o. (206) 320-2097 

Executive Staff Support  c. (206) 369-5783 

  tyler.howren@providence.org 

 

Lorna Kneeland o.  

Interim Swedish Foundation President lorna.kneeland@swedish.org 

 

Lida Buckner o.  

Swedish Foundation Board of Governors, Chair email 

 

Heidi Aylsworth o. 206-628-2552 

Chief Strategy Officer Heidi.aylsworth@swedish.org 

Swedish Health Services 

 

Mike Hart, MD o. 206-215-6699 

Swedish Board Representative Michael.hart@swedish.org 

 

Sherry Williams o. 206-386-3407 

Community Outreach sherry.williams@swedish.org 

 

Senior Project Director o. 206.320.8240 

Eric Oliner eric.oliner@providence.org 

 

Director, Planning & Design o. 206.320.2446 

Rachel Jenner rachel.jenner@providence.org 
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ARCHITECT  

 

Perkins + Will 

1221 Second Avenue, Suite 200  

Seattle, WA 98101  

206-381-6000 

 

 

Brad Hinthorne o. (206).381-6019 

Managing Principal c. (206) 334-3822 

 Brad.Hinthorne@perkinswill.com 

 

Jean Mah  o. (213) 270-8447 

Planning Principal c. (213) 399-1349 

 Jean.Mah@perkinswill.com 

 

Erik Mott o. (206) 381-6034 

Design Principal c. (206) 372-8563 

 Erik.Mott@perkinswill.com 

 

Hugh Campbell  o. (206) 381-6018 

Healthcare Planning Principal c. (503) 970-1541 

 Hugh.Campbell@perkinswill.com 

  

Marie Henson o. (206) 381-6077 

Healthcare Planner c. (206) 434-1086 

 Marie.Henson@perkinswill.com  

  

Bill Schmalz o. (213) 270-8417 

Technical Design Principal c. (323) 359-2967 

 Bill.Schmalz@perkinswill.com 

 

Gavin Smith o. (206) 381-6033 

Project Manager c. (206) 898-5359 

Entitlements Gavin.Smith@perkinswill.com 

 

David MacAfee  o. (213) 270-8556 

Senior Project Architect David.McAfee@perkinswill.com  

 c. (818)322-7445 

 

Russ Triplett  o. (213) 270-8459 

Senior Project Manager c. (818)613-7811 

 Russell.Triplett@perkinswill.com 

 

Francesco Gallo o. (213)270-8506 

Medical Planner/Project Designer c. (323)369-4341 

 Francesco.Gallo@perkinswill.com 

 

 

Daria Supp o. (206) 381 6000 

Project Designer Daria.Supp@perkinswill.com 
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CIVIL ENGINEER 

 

Coughlin Porter Lundeen 

801 Second Ave, Suite 900 

Seattle, WA 98104 

206.343.0460 

 

Steve Porter o. (206) 343-0460 

Principal-in-Charge c. (206) 601-3116 

 stevep@cplinc.com 

  

Jeff Peterson o. (206) 343-0460 

Sr. Project Manager c. (206) 399-6129 

 JeffP@cplinc.com 

 

Kevin Smith o. (206) 343-0460 

Project Manager c. (206) 910-7268 

 KevinS@cplinc.com 

 

Kyle Malaspino o. (206) 343-0460 

Engineer c. (206) 228-7336 

 JeffP@cplinc.com 

 

Leland Leahy o. (206) 343-0460 

Technician LelandL@cplinc.com 
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LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT 

 

Site Workshop 

222 Etruria Street, Suite 200 

Seattle, WA 98109 

206.285.3026 

 

 

Mark Brands o. (206) 285-3026 

Principal-in-Charge c. (206) 660-6922 

 markb@siteworkshop.net 

  

Jim Keller o. (206) 285-3026 

Technical Principal c. (206) 909-2899 

 jimk@siteworkshop.net 

 

Jenn Low o. (206) 285-3026 

Project Manager c. (206) 898-6349 

 jennl@siteworkshop.net 

 

Fong Wu o. (206) 285-3026 

Landscape Designer c. (360) 770-6869 

 fongw@siteworkshop.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STRUCTURAL ENGINEER 

 

PCS Structural Solutions 

811 First Avenue, Suite 620 

Seattle, WA 98104 

206.292.5076 

 

Brian Phair, SE  o. (206) 292-5076 

Principal-in-Charge  c. (253)-312-2609 

 bphair@pcs-structural.com 

  

Rick Oehmcke, SE o. (206) 292-5076 

Project Director c. (253) 677-2725  

 RickO@pcs-structural.com 

 

Kirk Keppler, SE o. (206) 292-5076 

Project Manager c. (253) 921-3683 

 bphair@pcs-structural.com 

 

Don Scott, SE, SEIF o. (206) 292-5076 

SME (Subject Matter Expert),  c. (253) 961-3319 

Director of Engineering @ PCS dscott@pcs-structural.com 
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MECHANICAL ENGINEER 

 

Affiliated Engineers, Inc. 

1601 Fifth Avenue, Suite 1400 

Seattle, WA 98101 

206.256.0800 

(f) 206.556.0423  

 

 

Geoff McMahon o. (206) 829-0800 ext 309 

Principal-In-Charge c. (206) 250-3439  

 gmcmahon@aeieng.com 

 

Jeff Sokol o. (206) 829-0800 ext 361 

Project Manager c. (206) 683-6208  

 jsokol@aeieng.com 

 

Darren Boyle o. (206) 829-0800 ext 361 

Lead Mechanical Engineer c. (206) 683-8100  

 dboyle@aeieng.com 

 

 

ELECTRICAL ENGINEER / TECHNOLOGY CONSULTANT 

 

Sparling 

4100 194
th

 Street SW 

Lynwood, WA 98036 

206.667.0555 

 

Eric Overton o. (206) 667-0545 

President c. (206) 713-2170 

 eoverton@sparling.com 

 

Karl Pihl o. (206) 224-3605 

Principal c. (206) 755-8537 

 kpihl@sparling.com 

 

Michael Newbury o. (206) 667-0513 

Principal c. (206) 713-2098  

 mnewbury@sparling.com 

 

Tod Moore o. (206) 224-3609  

Technology Consultant c. (206) 852-8840 

 tomoore@sparling.com 

 

Maureen D. Jackson, PE o. (206) 667-0553 

Associate Principal, Project Manager c. (206) 719-5450 

  mjackson@sparling.com 
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LAND USE ATTORNEY 

 

Cairncross & Hempelmann 

524 Second Ave. | Ste. 500 | Seattle, WA 98104-2323 

(t) 206-587-0700 

(f) 206-587-2308 

 

Nancy Bainbridge Rogers d. (206) 254-4417 

 NRogers@Cairncross.com 

 

SUPPLY CHAIN / MATERIALS MANAGEMENT 

 

St. Onge 

1400 Williams Road 

York, PA 17402 

717.840.8181 

(f) 717.840.8182 

 

Sean O’Neil Phone number 

Senior Principal Cell Phone number 

 seanoneill@stonge.com  

 

 

SEPA/Entitlements 

 

EA Engineering 

2200 Sixth Ave, Suite 707 

Seattle, WA 98121 

206.452.5350 

 

Terry P. McCann  o. (206)452-5350, ext 1712 

Senior Planner (206)799-2784 

 tmccann@eaest.com 

 

Michele Sarlitto o. (206)452-5357 

Senior Planner - 

 msarlitto@eaest.com 

 

 

 

FOOD SERVICE CONSULTING  

 

  

Ricca Design Studios 

16622 SE 24th Street 

Bellevue, WA 98008 

 

Jean-Michel Boulot o. 425.562.5135 

Principal d. 425.417.9206 

 jmboulot@ricca.com 

 

OTHER SERVICES 
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Vertical Transportation 

Lerch Bates 

19515 North Creek Parkway, Suite 304 

Bothell, WA 98011 

425.205.2205 

 

Kevin Egli o. (425) 205-2205 

General Manager, PNW Cell Phone number 

 kevin.egli@lerchbates.com 
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February 23, 2015 

Terry McCann 
EA Engineering  Science  and Technology  Inc. 
2200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 707 
Seattle, WA  98121 

RE Block 95- Alley Vacation

Utility Review 

Dear Terry: 

The intent of this letter is to provide a summary of the potential utility impacts associated with the proposed s 
alley vacation for Block 95.  The alley vacation is located Minor Avenue and Boren Avenue, connecting 
Columbia Street and Cherry Street adjacent to the Swedish Hospital First Hill Campus.  This proposal will 
vacate the entire alley thereby eliminating the potential for future above and below grade utility infrastructure.  
We have conducted several site visits, reviewed topographic surveys, GIS information and contacted several 
utility purveyors to determine the potential impacts to existing and future infrastructure due to the subterranean 
alley vacation and provided our findings below.   

Our review of the existing infrastructure in the alley indicates the presence of only local services to the existing 
buildings on either side of the alley.  We confirmed with other potential utility providers the alley is not currently 
used, nor is it planned on being used as a pathway for utility infrastructure. None of the responding utility 
providers expressed concern with the proposed alley vacation.  We have included a matrix of the contacted 
utility providers as well as the correspondence with each provider for reference. 

Our review indicates only local services serving the existing buildings (which will be demolished).  We have 
confirmed with other utility providers they do not have, nor do they plan to have infrastructure located in the 
alley and have included correspondence with these utility providers as part of this letter.  Our review indicates 
the proposed alley vacation will not impact the existing or future utility infrastructure.  

Sincerely, 
COUGHLIN PORTER LUNDEEN, INC. 

Jeff Peterson, PE 
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Coughlin Porter Lundeen

Company Contact Name Title E-Mail Sent
Response 

Received

Infrastructure in 

Alley
Notes

Comcast Cable Michael Dale Construction Coordinator 12/23/2014 ?

Electric Lightwave Bob Knight Sr. OSP Engineer 12/23/2014 1/5/20145 No
Verizon Brad Landis Engineer IV 12/23/2014 12/31/2014 No

Century Link
Chris 
Mapes/Jack 
Oakley

Engineer III 12/23/2014 12/29/2014 Yes.  Chris forwarded e-mail to Jack.  Jack suggested possibility of incorporating relocation with building service 

needs.  Contact again after 1/5/2014

AboveNet Dan Walla City Manager 12/23/2014 ?
Time Warner Fred Luco Engineer 12/23/2014 12/24/2014 No No issues.

Level 3 Seth Dwyer Field Manager 12/23/2014 ? Need New Contact?

City of Seattle, Department of 
Information Technology 
(DoIT)

Kris Henry-
Simmons Field Program Manager 12/23/2014 12/24/2014 No

No issues.

Seattle City Light Bob Risch/
John Nierenberg Interim Supervisor 12/23/2014 12/24/2014 Yes - Secondary to 

the existing buildings

Received response from Bob 12/24:  correct contact for overhead radial is John Nierenberg 
(john.nierenberg@seattle.gov ):  From John (12/24) underground primary in alley serving three 
transformers - question about combining lots into a single building.  Responded to e-mail 12/29

Seattle Public Utilities Herman Wong Senior Civil Engineer 12/23/2014 12/30/2014 Catch Basin in Alley Doesn't seem to be an issue but will not respond formally until street vacation formally starts.  

Seattle Steam Brandon Oyer Vice President Business 
Development` 12/23/2014 12/29/2014 Yes 3" Service connection - may be able to be removed - no new infrastructure?

360 Networks/Zayo Phil Taylor Project Engineer 12/23/2014 ?

Swedish Block 95 Alley Vacation Utility Provider Matrix

1/8/2015
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Jeff Peterson

From: Oakley, Jack <Jack.Oakley@CenturyLink.com>

Sent: Monday, December 29, 2014 8:50 AM

To: Jeff Peterson

Subject: FW: Swedish First Hill Expansion Proposed Alley Vacation

Attachments: B95.pdf; ATT00001.htm

Jeff, 

Yes, that is our facility in the alley.  We can discuss sometime later in January if you’d like, sometime after the 5th.  We 

could incorporate relocation with your service needs for the new development. 

Regards, 

Jack Oakley 

Engineer II 

1208 NE 64th St 

Seattle, WA 98115 

206.346.7489 

"The strength of the team is each individual member.  The strength of each member is the team." - Phil Jackson 

To_Order_Services_-_Click_Here 

From: Mapes, Christopher  

Sent: Wednesday, December 24, 2014 8:23 AM 

To: Oakley, Jack 

Subject: Fwd: Swedish First Hill Expansion Proposed Alley Vacation 

Christopher Mapes 

CenturyLink Network Engineering 

Sent via mobile 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Jeff Peterson <JeffP@cplinc.com> 

Date: December 23, 2014 at 3:33:37 PM PST 

To: Christopher Mapes <cmapes@qwest.com> 

Subject: Swedish First Hill Expansion Proposed Alley Vacation 

Chris, 

We are working with Swedish Hospital to review the feasibility of vacating the alley connecting Columbia 

Street and Cherry Street between Boren Avenue and Minor Avenue in association with the Swedish First 
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Hill Campus Expansion (see attached).  This proposed alley vacation was first presented in the Major 

Institutional Master Plan (MIMP), December, 2005.  The project will re-develop the entire block in 

accordance with the approved MIMP.  We have reviewed available survey and GIS information and have 

noted the presence of at least one overhead franchise utility within this alley.  Can you review and let us 

know if this is part of the Century Link system.  If this is not part of your system can you confirm Century 

Link does not have, nor does it plan to have infrastructure in the alley. If this is part of your system we 

would like to discuss potential mitigation measures.   

Regards 

Jeff Peterson, P.E. 
Associate Principal 
COUGHLINPORTERLUNDEEN
STRUCTURAL CIVIL SEISMIC ENGINEERING 
801 SECOND AVE / SUITE 900 / SEATTLE WA 98104 
P: 206.343.0460 /  cplinc.com 

This communication is the property of CenturyLink and may contain confidential or privileged information. 

Unauthorized use of this communication is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this 

communication in error, please immediately notify the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all copies of the 

communication and any attachments. 
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Jeff Peterson

From: Henry-Simmons, Kristine <Kristine.Henry-Simmons@seattle.gov>

Sent: Wednesday, December 24, 2014 9:14 AM

To: Jeff Peterson

Cc: Kris Henry-Simmons

Subject: RE: Swedish First Hill Expansion - Block 95 Proposed Alley Vacation

DoIT does not have any infrastructure in the alley between Boren Av and Minor Av, and Columbia St and Cherry St. 

Kris Henry-Simmons 
(IT-B) 
City of Seattle, Department of Information Technology 
Desk 206 684-0265  
Cell 206 255-6258 
Hours 6:30 am to 3:00 pm 
kristine.henry-simmons@seattle.gov 
Facebook  | Twitter | Flicker | Instagram 
Working together delivering opportunity, innovation and technology! 

If you can’t reach me, and it is an emergency, you should call Mark Schmidt, Manager, at (206) 233-7878 (Desk), or his 

cell (206) 255-4595. 

From: Jeff Peterson [mailto:JeffP@cplinc.com]  

Sent: Tuesday, December 23, 2014 3:52 PM 

To: Henry-Simmons, Kristine 

Subject: Swedish First Hill Expansion - Block 95 Proposed Alley Vacation 

Kris, 

We are working with Swedish Hospital to review the feasibility of vacating the alley connecting Columbia Street and 

Cherry Street between Boren Avenue and Minor Avenue in association with the Swedish First Hill Campus Expansion 

(see attached).  This proposed alley vacation was first presented in the Major Institutional Master Plan (MIMP), 

December, 2005.  The project will re-develop the entire block in accordance with the approved MIMP.  We have 

reviewed available survey and GIS information and have noted the presence of at least one overhead franchise utility 

within this alley.  Can you review and let us know if this is part of the DOIT system.  If this is not part of your system can 

you confirm DOIT does not have, nor does it plan to have infrastructure in the alley. If this is part of your system we 

would like to discuss potential mitigation measures.   

Regards 

Jeff Peterson, P.E. 
Associate Principal 
COUGHLINPORTERLUNDEEN
STRUCTURAL CIVIL SEISMIC ENGINEERING 

801 SECOND AVE / SUITE 900 / SEATTLE WA 98104 
P: 206.343.0460 /  cplinc.com 
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Jeff Peterson

From: Knight, Bob <bob.knight@integratelecom.com>

Sent: Monday, January 5, 2015 12:32 PM

To: Jeff Peterson

Subject: RE: Swedish First Hill Expansion - Proposed alley Vacation

Jeff, 

Integra doesn’t have facilities in the alley according to our records. We have no plans to use the alley. There should be a 

yellow tag on the cable with a number on it. If you can tell me the number I can probably identify the owner. 

Thanks for checking! 

Bob Knight | Senior OSP Engineer  
direct 425.970.7764 | fax 206.812.3219 | mobile 206.427.4252 
TEK Systems 
Integra | 1303 120th Ave. NE | Bellevue, WA 98005 
www.integratelecom.com 

From: Jeff Peterson [mailto:JeffP@cplinc.com]  

Sent: Tuesday, December 23, 2014 3:35 PM 

To: Knight, Bob 
Subject: Swedish First Hill Expansion - Proposed alley Vacation 

Bob, 

We are working with Swedish Hospital to review the feasibility of vacating the alley connecting Columbia Street and 

Cherry Street between Boren Avenue and Minor Avenue in association with the Swedish First Hill Campus Expansion 

(see attached).  This proposed alley vacation was first presented in the Major Institutional Master Plan (MIMP), 

December, 2005.  The project will re-develop the entire block in accordance with the approved MIMP.  We have 

reviewed available survey and GIS information and have noted the presence of at least one overhead franchise utility 

within this alley.  Can you review and let us know if this is part of the Electric Light Wave system.  If this is not part of 

your system can you confirm Electric Light Wave does not have, nor does it plan to have infrastructure in the alley. If this 

is part of your system we would like to discuss potential mitigation measures.   

Jeff Peterson, P.E. 
Associate Principal 
COUGHLINPORTERLUNDEEN
STRUCTURAL CIVIL SEISMIC ENGINEERING 

801 SECOND AVE / SUITE 900 / SEATTLE WA 98104 
P: 206.343.0460 /  cplinc.com 
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Jeff Peterson

From: Luco, Fred <Fred.Luco@Level3.com>

Sent: Wednesday, December 24, 2014 7:46 AM

To: Jeff Peterson; Pettibone, Shawn

Subject: RE: Swedish First Hill Expansion - Block 95 Proposed Alley Vacation

Jeff, 

Thank you for the email, we are NOT in this area, you are clear to vacate this alley, attached is a view of our Google map. 

In this map it show tw only in light blue(underground) and yellow(aerial). 

Any questions please call. 

Frederick Luco 

Senior Outside Plant Engineer 

Operations – Seattle (Taylor Team) 

Level 3 Communications 

223 Taylor Ave N 

Suite 250 

p: 206.676.8066 Desk 

c: 206.459.7180 

e: fred.luco@level3.com 
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From: Jeff Peterson [mailto:JeffP@cplinc.com]  

Sent: Tuesday, December 23, 2014 3:42 PM 

To: Luco, Fred 
Subject: Swedish First Hill Expansion - Block 95 Proposed Alley Vacation 

Fred, 

We are working with Swedish Hospital to review the feasibility of vacating the alley connecting Columbia Street and 

Cherry Street between Boren Avenue and Minor Avenue in association with the Swedish First Hill Campus Expansion 

(see attached).  This proposed alley vacation was first presented in the Major Institutional Master Plan (MIMP), 

December, 2005.  The project will re-develop the entire block in accordance with the approved MIMP.  We have 

reviewed available survey and GIS information and have noted the presence of at least one overhead franchise utility 

within this alley.  Can you review and let us know if this is part of the Time Warner system.  If this is not part of your 

system can you confirm Time Warner does not have, nor does it plan to have infrastructure in the alley. If this is part of 

your system we would like to discuss potential mitigation measures.   

Regards, 

Jeff Peterson, P.E. 
Associate Principal 
COUGHLINPORTERLUNDEEN
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STRUCTURAL CIVIL SEISMIC ENGINEERING 

801 SECOND AVE / SUITE 900 / SEATTLE WA 98104 
P: 206.343.0460 /  cplinc.com 

------------- 

The content contained in this electronic message is not intended to constitute formation of a contract binding Level3. Level3 will be 
contractually bound only upon execution, by an authorized officer, of a contract including agreed terms and conditions or by express 
application of its tariffs. This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed. If the reader of this 
message is not the intended recipient, or the employee or agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you 
are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this message is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
communication in error, please notify us immediately by replying to the sender of this E-Mail or by telephone.
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Jeff Peterson

From: Nierenberg, John <John.Nierenberg@seattle.gov>

Sent: Wednesday, December 24, 2014 1:28 PM

To: Jeff Peterson

Cc: Bob Risch; Zhuang, Liman

Subject: RE: Swedish First Hill Expansion - Block 95 Proposed Alley Vacation

Hi Jeff, 

+   Liman Zhuang our distribution supervisor 

- Hamed from network engineering    

If I am looking at the right place, it does look like we have underground primary service down the alley to three 

transformers.  In the vacation process are you going to combine parcels for a single new building?  I also note is also 

overhead primary on Minor and Cherry that new buildings will need to be set back about 14 feet from.  Perhaps the best 

place to start will be a new service application, this way we can process the street vacation in conjunction with the new 

building as it goes through the MUP process. 
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Regards, 

John Nierenberg, P.E. 

Sr. Manager of Distribution Design Engineering

Seattle City Light  

Work 206-615-1150 

From: Jeff Peterson [mailto:JeffP@cplinc.com]  

Sent: Wednesday, December 24, 2014 9:37 AM 

To: Risch, Bob 
Cc: Nierenberg, John; Zadehgol, Hamed 

Subject: RE: Swedish First Hill Expansion - Block 95 Proposed Alley Vacation 
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Thanks Bob.  I’m sure we will be talking with you soon regarding servicing the building. 

John – We look forward to talking with you more about our proposal.  Let me know if you would like to have a face to 

face meeting where we can go over in more detail our project. 

Regards, 

Jeff Peterson, P.E. 
Associate Principal 
COUGHLINPORTERLUNDEEN
STRUCTURAL CIVIL SEISMIC ENGINEERING 

801 SECOND AVE / SUITE 900 / SEATTLE WA 98104 
P: 206.343.0460 /  cplinc.com 

From: Risch, Bob [mailto:Bob.Risch@seattle.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, December 24, 2014 9:35 AM 

To: Jeff Peterson 

Cc: John Nierenberg; Hamed Zadehgol 
Subject: RE: Swedish First Hill Expansion - Block 95 Proposed Alley Vacation 

Hi Jeff, 

I handle the Network side of power distribution in that area.  And there is some Network, along Minor specifically (a 

duct bank and two manholes), that will need to be protected in place as part of your project.  It’s likely your Netowrk 

service will be fed from one of these two existing Manholes.  However, overhead facilities are served from the overhead 

feeders in that area and are not part of the Network system.  I am cc-ing John Nierenberg on this email.  John is the 

Distribution Manager responsible for the overhead facilities at City Light.  John can give this information to his 

supervisor for that area and work with you going forward. 

Best Regards, 

Bob Risch, P.E. 

Sr. Network Manager 

Seattle City Light 

(206) 684-3269 

From: Jeff Peterson [mailto:JeffP@cplinc.com]  

Sent: Tuesday, December 23, 2014 3:48 PM 
To: Risch, Bob 

Subject: Swedish First Hill Expansion - Block 95 Proposed Alley Vacation 

Bob,   

We are working with Swedish Hospital to review the feasibility of vacating the alley connecting Columbia Street and 

Cherry Street between Boren Avenue and Minor Avenue in association with the Swedish First Hill Campus Expansion 

(see attached).  This proposed alley vacation was first presented in the Major Institutional Master Plan (MIMP), 

December, 2005.  The project will re-develop the entire block in accordance with the approved MIMP.  We have 

reviewed available survey and GIS information and have noted the presence of what appears to be overhead secondary 

systems that serve the existing buildings on the block.  It is the intention of the project to remove all existing buildings 

and associated utility services on the block.  We anticipate working with SCL to determine the service point for the new 

building.  We would appreciate any comments you may have on the proposal to remove the secondary system in the 
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alley as it relates to the proposed alley vacation. 

Regards, 

Jeff Peterson, P.E. 
Associate Principal 
COUGHLINPORTERLUNDEEN
STRUCTURAL CIVIL SEISMIC ENGINEERING 

801 SECOND AVE / SUITE 900 / SEATTLE WA 98104 
P: 206.343.0460 /  cplinc.com 
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Jeff Peterson

From: Nierenberg, John <John.Nierenberg@seattle.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, December 30, 2014 8:32 AM

To: Jeff Peterson

Cc: Bob Risch; Zhuang, Liman

Subject: RE: Swedish First Hill Expansion - Block 95 Proposed Alley Vacation

I don’t believe the vacation will be an issue since the parcels are to be combined.  We will still need to work on the 

system and service specifics for your project as it progresses.   

From: Jeff Peterson [mailto:JeffP@cplinc.com]  

Sent: Monday, December 29, 2014 9:21 AM 
To: Nierenberg, John 

Cc: Risch, Bob; Zhuang, Liman 
Subject: RE: Swedish First Hill Expansion - Block 95 Proposed Alley Vacation 

John, 

Thanks for the great information.  To answer your question, yes the project will combine the parcels on the block into a 

single parcel and a new single building.  Thanks for the reminder regarding the setbacks on Minor and Cherry we will be 

sure to incorporate those into the building massing.   

We are still in the early planning stages for the building but will begin the service application process shortly. 

Given that the project will be combining the parcels into a single building on the block, thereby eliminating need for the 

underground primary in the alley since the three transformers will be removed, does SCL have any concerns related to 

the alley vacation that we should be looking into?   

Regards, 

Jeff Peterson, P.E. 
Associate Principal 
COUGHLINPORTERLUNDEEN
STRUCTURAL CIVIL SEISMIC ENGINEERING 

801 SECOND AVE / SUITE 900 / SEATTLE WA 98104 
P: 206.343.0460 /  cplinc.com 

From: Nierenberg, John [mailto:John.Nierenberg@seattle.gov]  

Sent: Wednesday, December 24, 2014 1:28 PM 
To: Jeff Peterson 

Cc: Bob Risch; Zhuang, Liman 
Subject: RE: Swedish First Hill Expansion - Block 95 Proposed Alley Vacation 

Hi Jeff, 

+   Liman Zhuang our distribution supervisor 

- Hamed from network engineering    

If I am looking at the right place, it does look like we have underground primary service down the alley to three 

transformers.  In the vacation process are you going to combine parcels for a single new building?  I also note is also 
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overhead primary on Minor and Cherry that new buildings will need to be set back about 14 feet from.  Perhaps the best 

place to start will be a new service application, this way we can process the street vacation in conjunction with the new 

building as it goes through the MUP process. 

Regards, 

John Nierenberg, P.E. 

Sr. Manager of Distribution Design Engineering

Seattle City Light  

Work 206-615-1150 
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From: Jeff Peterson [mailto:JeffP@cplinc.com]  

Sent: Wednesday, December 24, 2014 9:37 AM 

To: Risch, Bob 
Cc: Nierenberg, John; Zadehgol, Hamed 

Subject: RE: Swedish First Hill Expansion - Block 95 Proposed Alley Vacation 

Thanks Bob.  I’m sure we will be talking with you soon regarding servicing the building. 

John – We look forward to talking with you more about our proposal.  Let me know if you would like to have a face to 

face meeting where we can go over in more detail our project. 

Regards, 

Jeff Peterson, P.E. 
Associate Principal 
COUGHLINPORTERLUNDEEN
STRUCTURAL CIVIL SEISMIC ENGINEERING 

801 SECOND AVE / SUITE 900 / SEATTLE WA 98104 
P: 206.343.0460 /  cplinc.com 

From: Risch, Bob [mailto:Bob.Risch@seattle.gov]  

Sent: Wednesday, December 24, 2014 9:35 AM 
To: Jeff Peterson 

Cc: John Nierenberg; Hamed Zadehgol 
Subject: RE: Swedish First Hill Expansion - Block 95 Proposed Alley Vacation 

Hi Jeff, 

I handle the Network side of power distribution in that area.  And there is some Network, along Minor specifically (a 

duct bank and two manholes), that will need to be protected in place as part of your project.  It’s likely your Netowrk 

service will be fed from one of these two existing Manholes.  However, overhead facilities are served from the overhead 

feeders in that area and are not part of the Network system.  I am cc-ing John Nierenberg on this email.  John is the 

Distribution Manager responsible for the overhead facilities at City Light.  John can give this information to his 

supervisor for that area and work with you going forward. 

Best Regards, 

Bob Risch, P.E. 

Sr. Network Manager 

Seattle City Light 

(206) 684-3269 

From: Jeff Peterson [mailto:JeffP@cplinc.com]  

Sent: Tuesday, December 23, 2014 3:48 PM 

To: Risch, Bob 
Subject: Swedish First Hill Expansion - Block 95 Proposed Alley Vacation 

Bob,   

We are working with Swedish Hospital to review the feasibility of vacating the alley connecting Columbia Street and 

Cherry Street between Boren Avenue and Minor Avenue in association with the Swedish First Hill Campus Expansion 

(see attached).  This proposed alley vacation was first presented in the Major Institutional Master Plan (MIMP), 
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December, 2005.  The project will re-develop the entire block in accordance with the approved MIMP.  We have 

reviewed available survey and GIS information and have noted the presence of what appears to be overhead secondary 

systems that serve the existing buildings on the block.  It is the intention of the project to remove all existing buildings 

and associated utility services on the block.  We anticipate working with SCL to determine the service point for the new 

building.  We would appreciate any comments you may have on the proposal to remove the secondary system in the 

alley as it relates to the proposed alley vacation. 

Regards, 

Jeff Peterson, P.E. 
Associate Principal 
COUGHLINPORTERLUNDEEN
STRUCTURAL CIVIL SEISMIC ENGINEERING 

801 SECOND AVE / SUITE 900 / SEATTLE WA 98104 
P: 206.343.0460 /  cplinc.com 
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Jeff Peterson

From: Nierenberg, John <John.Nierenberg@seattle.gov>

Sent: Wednesday, December 24, 2014 1:28 PM

To: Jeff Peterson

Cc: Bob Risch; Zhuang, Liman

Subject: RE: Swedish First Hill Expansion - Block 95 Proposed Alley Vacation

Hi Jeff, 

+   Liman Zhuang our distribution supervisor 

- Hamed from network engineering    

If I am looking at the right place, it does look like we have underground primary service down the alley to three 

transformers.  In the vacation process are you going to combine parcels for a single new building?  I also note is also 

overhead primary on Minor and Cherry that new buildings will need to be set back about 14 feet from.  Perhaps the best 

place to start will be a new service application, this way we can process the street vacation in conjunction with the new 

building as it goes through the MUP process. 

Page E-18



2

Regards, 

John Nierenberg, P.E. 

Sr. Manager of Distribution Design Engineering

Seattle City Light  

Work 206-615-1150 

From: Jeff Peterson [mailto:JeffP@cplinc.com]  

Sent: Wednesday, December 24, 2014 9:37 AM 

To: Risch, Bob 
Cc: Nierenberg, John; Zadehgol, Hamed 

Subject: RE: Swedish First Hill Expansion - Block 95 Proposed Alley Vacation 
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Thanks Bob.  I’m sure we will be talking with you soon regarding servicing the building. 

John – We look forward to talking with you more about our proposal.  Let me know if you would like to have a face to 

face meeting where we can go over in more detail our project. 

Regards, 

Jeff Peterson, P.E. 
Associate Principal 
COUGHLINPORTERLUNDEEN
STRUCTURAL CIVIL SEISMIC ENGINEERING 

801 SECOND AVE / SUITE 900 / SEATTLE WA 98104 
P: 206.343.0460 /  cplinc.com 

From: Risch, Bob [mailto:Bob.Risch@seattle.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, December 24, 2014 9:35 AM 

To: Jeff Peterson 

Cc: John Nierenberg; Hamed Zadehgol 
Subject: RE: Swedish First Hill Expansion - Block 95 Proposed Alley Vacation 

Hi Jeff, 

I handle the Network side of power distribution in that area.  And there is some Network, along Minor specifically (a 

duct bank and two manholes), that will need to be protected in place as part of your project.  It’s likely your Netowrk 

service will be fed from one of these two existing Manholes.  However, overhead facilities are served from the overhead 

feeders in that area and are not part of the Network system.  I am cc-ing John Nierenberg on this email.  John is the 

Distribution Manager responsible for the overhead facilities at City Light.  John can give this information to his 

supervisor for that area and work with you going forward. 

Best Regards, 

Bob Risch, P.E. 

Sr. Network Manager 

Seattle City Light 

(206) 684-3269 

From: Jeff Peterson [mailto:JeffP@cplinc.com]  

Sent: Tuesday, December 23, 2014 3:48 PM 
To: Risch, Bob 

Subject: Swedish First Hill Expansion - Block 95 Proposed Alley Vacation 

Bob,   

We are working with Swedish Hospital to review the feasibility of vacating the alley connecting Columbia Street and 

Cherry Street between Boren Avenue and Minor Avenue in association with the Swedish First Hill Campus Expansion 

(see attached).  This proposed alley vacation was first presented in the Major Institutional Master Plan (MIMP), 

December, 2005.  The project will re-develop the entire block in accordance with the approved MIMP.  We have 

reviewed available survey and GIS information and have noted the presence of what appears to be overhead secondary 

systems that serve the existing buildings on the block.  It is the intention of the project to remove all existing buildings 

and associated utility services on the block.  We anticipate working with SCL to determine the service point for the new 

building.  We would appreciate any comments you may have on the proposal to remove the secondary system in the 
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alley as it relates to the proposed alley vacation. 

Regards, 

Jeff Peterson, P.E. 
Associate Principal 
COUGHLINPORTERLUNDEEN
STRUCTURAL CIVIL SEISMIC ENGINEERING 

801 SECOND AVE / SUITE 900 / SEATTLE WA 98104 
P: 206.343.0460 /  cplinc.com 
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Jeff Peterson

From: Brandon Oyer <boyer@EnwaveSeattle.com>

Sent: Monday, December 29, 2014 10:44 AM

To: Jeff Peterson

Subject: RE: Swedish First Hill - Block 95 Proposed Alley Vacation

Attachments: Invex Medical Center @ Cherry St. 3in HP Steam Service_081291.tif

Jeff, 

Thanks for reaching out, we *do* have facilities in this alley.  Please see attached As-Built.  This will require some 

coordination to remove as it will require a main shutdown and some thought about where new service will enter the 

property. 

Brandon Oyer, P.E. 
Director of Engineering 
Enwave Seattle 
1325 Fourth Ave., Ste. 1440 
Seattle, WA  98101 
206-658-2027 direct 
206-550-1086 cell 

From: Jeff Peterson [mailto:JeffP@cplinc.com]  

Sent: Tuesday, December 23, 2014 3:55 PM 

To: Brandon Oyer 

Subject: Swedish First Hill - Block 95 Proposed Alley Vacation 

Brandon, 

We are working with Swedish Hospital to review the feasibility of vacating the alley connecting Columbia Street and 

Cherry Street between Boren Avenue and Minor Avenue in association with the Swedish First Hill Campus Expansion 

(see attached).  This proposed alley vacation was first presented in the Major Institutional Master Plan (MIMP), 

December, 2005.  The project will re-develop the entire block in accordance with the approved MIMP.  We have 

reviewed available survey and GIS information and have noted Seattle Steam is not located within this alley.  Can you 

confirm Seattle Steam does not have, nor does it plan to have infrastructure in the alley.  

Regards, 

Jeff Peterson, P.E. 
Associate Principal 
COUGHLINPORTERLUNDEEN
STRUCTURAL CIVIL SEISMIC ENGINEERING 

801 SECOND AVE / SUITE 900 / SEATTLE WA 98104 
P: 206.343.0460 /  cplinc.com 
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Jeff Peterson

From: Wong, Herman <Herman.Wong@seattle.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, December 30, 2014 3:24 PM

To: Jeff Peterson

Subject: RE: Swedish First Hill Expansion - Block 95 Proposed Alley Vacation

Jeff, 

Preliminary, SPU does have a catch basin for drainage of the alley at this time.  Plans are located in the 47th floor 

vault.  Future infrastructure seems unlikely but will need to check when you formally start the street vacation 

process.      

Herman 

Herman Wong, PE 
Senior Civil Engineer| Development Services Office 
Engineering & Technical Services Division 
Project Delivery Branch | Seattle Public Utilities 
PO Box 34018 | Seattle, WA 98124 
Tel (206)684-5142 
Email: herman.wong@seattle.gov 

www.seattle.gov/util 
http://www.seattle.gov/util/Engineering/DevelopmentServicesOffice

From: Jeff Peterson [mailto:JeffP@cplinc.com]  

Sent: Tuesday, December 23, 2014 3:58 PM 
To: Wong, Herman 

Subject: Swedish First Hill Expansion - Block 95 Proposed Alley Vacation 

Herman, 

We are working with Swedish Hospital to review the feasibility of vacating the alley connecting Columbia Street and 

Cherry Street between Boren Avenue and Minor Avenue in association with the Swedish First Hill Campus Expansion 

(see attached).  This proposed alley vacation was first presented in the Major Institutional Master Plan (MIMP), 

December, 2005.  The project will re-develop the entire block in accordance with the approved MIMP.  We have 

reviewed available survey and GIS information and have noted SPU does not appear to have facilities within the subject 

alley.  Can you confirm SPU does not have, nor does it plan to have infrastructure in the alley. 

Regards, 
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Jeff Peterson, P.E. 
Associate Principal 
COUGHLINPORTERLUNDEEN
STRUCTURAL CIVIL SEISMIC ENGINEERING 

801 SECOND AVE / SUITE 900 / SEATTLE WA 98104 
P: 206.343.0460 /  cplinc.com 
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Jeff Peterson

From: Landis, Brad A <brad.landis@verizon.com>

Sent: Wednesday, December 31, 2014 9:17 AM

To: Jeff Peterson

Subject: RE: Swedish First Hill Expansion - Proposed Alley Vacation

Hi Jeff, 

Below is a screen shot of our facilities in the area.  It does not appear that we have anything in the alley.  From a street 

view shot I looked at it appears that the cable is copper…our is fiber only.   

Thanks, 

Brad 
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From: Jeff Peterson [mailto:JeffP@cplinc.com]  

Sent: Tuesday, December 23, 2014 3:39 PM 

To: Landis, Brad A 
Subject: Swedish First Hill Expansion - Proposed Alley Vacation 

Brad, 

We are working with Swedish Hospital to review the feasibility of vacating the alley connecting Columbia Street and 

Cherry Street between Boren Avenue and Minor Avenue in association with the Swedish First Hill Campus Expansion 

(see attached).  This proposed alley vacation was first presented in the Major Institutional Master Plan (MIMP), 

December, 2005.  The project will re-develop the entire block in accordance with the approved MIMP.  We have 

reviewed available survey and GIS information and have noted the presence of at least one overhead franchise utility 

within this alley.  Can you review and let us know if this is part of the Verizon system.  If this is not part of your system 

can you confirm Verizon does not have, nor does it plan to have infrastructure in the alley. If this is part of your system 

we would like to discuss potential mitigation measures.   

Jeff Peterson, P.E. 
Associate Principal 
COUGHLINPORTERLUNDEEN
STRUCTURAL CIVIL SEISMIC ENGINEERING 

801 SECOND AVE / SUITE 900 / SEATTLE WA 98104 
P: 206.343.0460 /  cplinc.com 
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Vacation Petition Appendix F  
Block 95  F-1 

Appendix F 

Block 95 Vacation Petition – Development Matrix 

 
Site and Project Description 

 
Zoning Designation: 

 the parcels to the east of the alley have an Major Institution Overlay (MIO)-240-HR 

zoning designation, 

 the parcels to the west of the alley have an MIO-90-HR zoning designation 

Street Classification: Alley 
 
Assessed Value of Adjacent Property:  
 

 Parcel 859090-0690 Total Assessed Value = $4,362,200 $302.93 per sq. ft.1 

 Parcel 859090-0710 Total Assessed Value = $3,737,000 $259.51 per sq. ft.2 

 Parcel 859090-0685 Total Assessed Value = $6,339,900 $293.51 per sq. ft.3 

 Parcel 859090-0721 Total Assessed Value = $1,125,000 $250.00  per sq. ft.4 

 Parcel 859090-0720 Total Assessed Value = $1,600,000 $592.59  per sq. ft.5 
 

Lease rates in the General Vicinity for Similar Projects: $32/sq. ft./yr6 
 

Size of the Project:  
 

 240-ft., 15-story building with food service, lab, materials management, medical offices 
and ambulatory support services 

 800 parking spaces 
 

Size of the Alley to be Vacated: 3,841 sq. ft.  

 
Block 95 Development Potential and Proposed Development 

 
Property Lot Area – 

Project Site 
Land Area – 

Alley  
Maximum 

Development 
Potential

7
  

 

Proposed 
Development 
without Alley 

Vacation 

Proposed 
Development 

with Alley 
Vacation 

Alley – 
Block 95 

57,600  
sq. ft. 

3,841 
sq. ft. 

864,000 
sq. ft. 

685,650 
sq. ft. 

533,200 
sq. ft. 

 

                                                            
1
 Based upon King County Assessor’s Office data - $4,362,200 total assessed value/14,400 sq. ft. = $302.93 per sq. ft. 

2
 Based upon King County Assessor’s Office data - $3,737,000 total assessed value/14,400 sq. ft. = $259.51 per sq. ft. 

3
 Based upon King County Assessor’s Office data - $6,339,900 total assessed value/21,600 sq. ft. = $293.51 per sq. ft. 

4
 Based upon King County Assessor’s Office data - $1,125,000 total assessed value/4,500 sq. ft. = $250.00 per sq. ft. 

5
 Based upon King County Assessor’s Office data - $1,600,000 total assessed value/2,700sq. ft. = $592.59 per sq. ft. 

6 http://www.loopnet.com/Listing/16327403/1229-Madison-Street-Seattle-WA/ 
7 

Lot Area multiplied by building height of 15 stories (57,600 x 15 = 864,000). 

http://www.loopnet.com/Listing/16327403/1229-Madison-Street-Seattle-WA/
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Appendix G 

Block 95 Vacation Petition – Proposed Public Benefits 

Site and Project Description 

Zoning Designation: 

 the parcels to the east of the alley have an Major Institution Overlay (MIO)-240-HR
zoning designation,

 the parcels to the west of the alley have an MIO-90-HR zoning designation

Street Classification: Alley 

Assessed Value of Adjacent Property: 

 Parcel 859090-0690 Total Assessed Value = $4,362,200 $302.93 per sq. ft.1

 Parcel 859090-0710 Total Assessed Value = $3,737,000 $259.51 per sq. ft.2

 Parcel 859090-0685 Total Assessed Value = $6,339,900 $293.51 per sq. ft.3

 Parcel 859090-0721 Total Assessed Value = $1,125,000 $250.00  per sq. ft.4

 Parcel 859090-0720 Total Assessed Value = $1,600,000 $592.59  per sq. ft.5

Lease rates in the General Vicinity for Similar Projects: $32/sq. ft./yr6 

Size of the Project:  

 240-ft., 15-story building with food service, lab, materials management, medical offices
and ambulatory support services

 800 parking spaces

Size of the Alley to be Vacated: 3,841 sq. ft. 

Proposed Public Benefits: 

 Implementation of Elements from the First Hill Public Realm Action Plan
Collaborate with SDOT, DPD and Seattle Parks & Recreation to design and develop off-site
public open space opportunities identified in the First Hill Public Realm action plan.
Opportunities may include further development of street concept plans as (per the SDOT
Right of Way Improvement Manual), implementation of key ROW elements identified in the
concept plans such as parklettes, green streets and active zones and contribution toward
acquisition and development of a public neighborhood park.

 Minor Ave Street Concept Plan and Improvements
Collaborate with SDOT and DPD to develop a draft street concept plan for Minor Ave
between James and Madison. that is coordinated with the First Hill Public Realm Action Plan

1
 Based upon King County Assessor’s Office data - $4,362,200 total assessed value/14,400 sq. ft. = $302.93 per sq. ft. 

2
 Based upon King County Assessor’s Office data - $3,737,000 total assessed value/14,400 sq. ft. = $259.51 per sq. ft. 

3
 Based upon King County Assessor’s Office data - $6,339,900 total assessed value/21,600 sq. ft. = $293.51 per sq. ft. 

4
 Based upon King County Assessor’s Office data - $1,125,000 total assessed value/4,500 sq. ft. = $250.00 per sq. ft. 

5
 Based upon King County Assessor’s Office data - $1,600,000 total assessed value/2,700sq. ft. = $592.59 per sq. ft. 

6 http://www.loopnet.com/Listing/16327403/1229-Madison-Street-Seattle-WA/ 

http://www.loopnet.com/Listing/16327403/1229-Madison-Street-Seattle-WA/
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and Bicycle Master Plan. Identify short term opportunities that may be implemented with the 
Swedish projects. Improvements may include realignment of curbs, traffic lanes and parking, 
pedestrian crossings and curb bulbs, increased sidewalk width, street trees and landscaping, 
furnishings and signage. 

 Boren Ave Improvements
Provide enhanced Metro transit shelters (Routes 64, 193, 303 and 309) along Boren Ave.
Enhance pedestrian crossings to facilitate movement to bus stops and other destinations.

 Voluntary Setbacks and Publically Accessible Open Space
Provide voluntary setbacks at proposed building sites to create wider sidewalks, landscape
and open space opportunities.  Consider existing Emergency Department site at the corner
of Minor and Cherry for publicly accessible open space for community gathering and edible
gardens.

 Bike Share Program
Sponsor bike share stations coordinated with the Pronto Bike Share program.

 Artwork Opportunities
Develop an Artwork Plan that identifies a variety of artwork opportunities within the Swedish
Campus. Artwork may include signature artwork as well as elements that are integrated into
building and site improvements. Work with the Frye Art Museum and O’Dea High School to
explore opportunities to develop programs that utilize Swedish property to display temporary
and permanent artwork.

Figure G1 depicts graphically the proposed alley vacation public benefits. 



Source: Site Workshop, Perkins + Will, 2015 Figure G-1 
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Source: Perkins + Will, 2015 Figure 1 
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Source: Perkins + Will, 2015 Figure 2 
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MIO Districts and Underlying Zoning 
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Source: Perkins + Will, 2015 Figure 3 
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Source: Perkins + Will, 2015 Figure 4 
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Public Transit Lines: Bus and Street Car Stops 
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Source: Perkins + Will, 2015 Figure 5 
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Source: Perkins + Will, 2015 Figure 6 
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Source: Perkins + Will, 2015 Figure 7 
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Pedestrian Circulation 
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Source: Perkins + Will, 2015 Figure 8 
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There are NO View Corridors Designated in this Area 
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Source: Perkins + Will, 2015 Figure 9 
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Swedish Medical Center First Hill 
Campus MIMP EIS 
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