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Gladys Ly-Au Young is a Partner at Sundberg Kennedy Ly-Au Young Architects. She combines a deep 

understanding of sustainable design together with sensitivity to context and place in all her work. 

Committed to design excellence, Gladys works closely with clients and stakeholders to help guide them 

through the design process, ensuring ideas are translated gracefully to drawing documents. She thrives 

on challenges: from the intimate complexities of a residence to more expansive ideas of adaptive reuse 

and urban design, all the while creating work that is environmentally sensitive, elegant, and functional. 

A current passion is designing sustainable affordable housing to achieve living Building certification. 

Gladys has worked with Rick and John for more than twenty-five years, first at Olson Sundberg Kundig 

Allen Architects as a project architect, and currently, as a partner at SKL. Together, they collaborate 

with a shared design sensibility and thoughtful integrity to all work undertaken by the firm. 
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A founding partner of Sundberg Kennedy Ly-Au Young
Architects, Gladys Ly-Au Young is driven by a social purpose 
to design earth-friendly, community-based places that function 
well, create belonging, and promote health, well-being, and 
sustainability.

A leader in sustainable buildings, she has created some of the 
most energy-effi  cient buildings in Western Washington. Gladys 
is most recently honored by King County with the 2021 Green 
Globe “Leader in Green Building” Award.

Gladys held an MS in Sustainable Design from Carnegie Mellon 
University and a Bachelor of Architecture from Washington 
State University. She has been applying a deep understanding 
of sustainable design, passion for empowering communities, and 
thoughtful design integrity to projects for close to 30 years. She 
is currently pursuing a Graduate Certifi cate in Social Justice at 
Harvard Extension School.

Gladys Ly-Au Young

NOMA, AIA, ALEP, DBIA Assoc., LEED AP | Partner



Curriculum Vitae

CIVIC AND COMMUNITY
2021-         Cultural Space Agency, BASE Constituent

The Cultural Space Agency is a mission-driven, values-based cultural real 
estate development company chartered by the City of Seattle as a Public 
Development Authority, driven by a group of BIPOC stakeholders.

2022-2023 International Living Future Institute, Organizational Equity Technical 
Advisory Group (TAG)
Advise ILFI on strategic and structural considerations for shaping the program. 

2021-2024 Seattle 2030 District, Board of Directors
Board member to support the mission and vision of 2030 District Network

2022 City of Seattle, Design Review Statement of Legislative Intent Stakeholder
Stakeholder group to conduct a Racial Equity Toolkit analysis of the Design 
Review Program and report to the Seattle City Council on the outcomes.

2018-2024 Northwest School Board of Trustee, Facilities Board Committee Chair, DEI 
Board Committee Member and Carbon Neutrality Task Force Member
Lead board eff orts in Diversity, Equity and Inclusion mission, chair the Facility 
Committee and led overall school eff orts to achieve net-zero carbon by 2030.

2019-2020 Housing Development Consortium, Exemplary Building Committee
Member of a committee to advance energy effi  ciency, use of non-toxic materials 
in the aff ordable housing sector.

2018-2020 Living Building Challenge, Aff ordable Housing Framework
Led material research and key contributor to Materials List for Aff ordable 
Housing, download at https://living-future.org/aff ordable-housing/

2016-2020 South King Tool Library, Partner in charge
Led architectural team to design and permit the tool library, providing access to 
tools and training in low-income and under-served populations. 

2014- Songea’s Kids and Hope Village Organization, Design Principal
Led architectural team to build Hope Village in Tanzania, providing housing, 
health clinics, schools to orphans and villagers.

2010 DAHP/University of Washington, Sustainable Historic Preservation in 
Washington State, Advisory Board
Member of an advisory team on adaptive reuse of old buildings in Washington.

1998-2001  The Bra Show, Board Member 
Board member of a non-profi t organization provided valuable outreach and 
funding to support breast cancer research and awareness.

Gladys Ly-Au Young
EDUCATION
2022 Harvard Extension School, Graduate Certifi cate in Social Justice
2007  Master of Science in Sustainable Design, Carnegie Mellon University
1994    Bachelor of Architecture, Washington State University
1993    B.S. in Architectural Studies, Washington State University
1993 Danish Institute for Study Abroad (DIS), Spring semester

PROFESSIONAL POSITIONS
2012 -  Sundberg Kennedy Ly-Au Young Architects
2008 - 2012 Graham Baba Architects
2007 - 2008 Zimmer Gunsul Frasca Architects
1994 - 2006 Olson Sundberg Architects/Olson Sundberg Kundig Allen Architects

ARCHITECTURAL REGISTRATION
2001 Washington #8105

ACADEMIC HONORS
2007 George W. Anderson Award, First Place, Carnegie Mellon University
1994 AIA Henry Adams Medal of Excellence
1993 National Society of Registered Architects, Student Design Achievement Award
1993 Danish Institute for Study Abroad (DIS), Architecture and Design Award for 

Academic Excellence
1987 Mayor’s Cup for Community Spirit, Folkstone, UK

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS
2022 Accredited Learning Environments Planner (ALEP) designation
2022 National Organization of Minority Architects (NOMA)
2021 Design-Build Institute of America (Assoc. DBIA)
2005 LEED Accredited Professional
2001 American Institute of Architects
2001 National Council of Architectural Registration Boards
2022-2023 AIA Seattle Co-Chair Honor Awards 
2020  AIA Seattle Co-Chair/Moderator Community Engagement Forum
2016-2018  AIA Seattle Strategic Advisory Council 
2009-2012  AIA Seattle, Design in Public, Advisory Board
2008-2012  AIA Seattle, Board of Directors
2010 AIA Seattle, Future Shack Committee
2010 AIA Seattle, Nomination Committee
2008  AIA Seattle, Committee on the Environment Committee
2008  AIA Seattle, Counting Carbon Workshop, 50>>50 Committee 
2008  AIA Seattle, Residential Forum Committee 
2002 AIA Seattle, Honor Awards Planning Committee



Awards, Honors and Recognition

AWARDS
AIA Awards
2020 AIA Seattle Honor Award, Olympic High School, 

Honorable Mention
 Jurors: Marsha Maytum, FAIA, Pacale Sablan, 

AIA, NOMA, Tatiana Bilbao
2019 AIA Washington Civic Design Award, Olympic 

High School, Citation Award
 Jurors:  Mark Cavagnero, FAIA, Renee Chow, 

AIA, Ryan Jang, AIA
2019 AIA Seattle Honor Award, Seattle Resource 

HUBs, Conceptual, Merit Award
 Jurors: Bryan C. Lee Jr., Lisa Matthiessen FAIA, 

Jonathan Tate
2018 AIA Seattle Displaced: Design for Inclusive Cities 

| A Design Competition, Seattle Resource HUBs, 
Second Place

 Jurors: Allan Ekberg, Charles Mudede, Cleo 
Barnett, Milenko Matanovic, Osama Quotah, 
Sergio Davila, Sheryl Cababa

2010 AIA Seattle Honor Award, The Kolstrand Building, 
Commendation Award

 Jurors:  Jim Jennings AIA, Sheila O-Donnell Hon. 
FAIA, Gilles Saucler, FRAIC

2009 AIA Architecture Firm Award Olson Sundberg 
Kundig Allen

2006 AIA Northwest Design Awards, Northwest Family 
Retreat, Western Washington

2001 AIA Seattle Honor Award, Seattle University 
School of Law, Merit Award

Other Awards
2022 Association for Learning Environment, Planning 

& Design Award for Renovation/Major Addition, 
Olympic High School

2021 King County Green Globe Award, Leader in 
Green Building Award.  Link.

2020 Illuminating Engineering Society (IES) Puget 

Sound 2020 Gloria Koch Leonidas Illumination 
Award for Interior Lighting Design.

2020 National Illuminating Engineering Society, 
Olympic High School, Merit Award

2017 National Illuminating Engineering Society, 
Kingsgate Library, Merit Award

2019 ASHRAE Technology Award, Westside School
2001 Masonry Institute of Washington, Seattle 

University School of Law, Citation Award
2003 Society for Marketing Professional Services, 

Marketing Communication Award, Olson 
Sundberg Kundig Allen Website

LECTURES + PRESENTATIONS
2022 AIA Seattle Practicing Equity & Advocacy in 

Rapid Decarbonization.  Climate Leadership 
Summit.  The Value of Responsible Building. Link.

2021 AIA Montana Fall Conference and 100 Year 
Anniversary.  Keynote - Daff odils, Land and 
Waterhole: Stories from Practicing Equitable 
Architecture.  Link.

2021 Association of Learning Environment Pacifi c 
Northwest Regional Conference.  Creating Equity 
for an Underserved Population: Olympic High 
School’s Cinderella Story

2020 Bellingham Green Building Slam. Day One.  Link.
2020 AIA Seattle Community Engagement Forum.  

Establishing Meaningful Relationships with 
Communities You Serve.  Link.

2020 USGBC, Intersectional Environmentalism in the 
Building Industry

2020 AIA Seattle Town Hall, Back to the Offi  ce: Return 
Strategies

2020 AIA Knowledge Net, LBC and Aff ordable 
Housing.  Link.

2020 Living Future unConference 2020,  From Personal 
Life to Project Scale – What inhibits Us to Act?

2020 Living Future unConference 2020,  Health and 
Wellness Summit

2020 Skyway Youth Council, a discussion with the Youth 
Council on what makes a successful aff ordable 
housing development

2020 MLK Day of Service: Framework for Equitable 
Community Development

2019 Greenbuild, Bring Sustainability Home: Aff ordable 
Housing Leads the Way

2019 Eco Building Guild, Othello Square, A Model of 
Equity Based Development

2019 Housing Development Consortium Lunch 
and Learn, Othello Square: A Case Study in 
Community Based Development

2019 Seattle Design Festival, Balance: Community 
Engagement Civic Transformation Panel

2019 Housing Development Consortium, Aff ordable 
Housing Week, Othello Square Building D: Case 
Study in Red-List Free, Healthy Materials

2019 Living Future unConference 2019, Progress to the 
Summit: Living, Aff ordable Housing

2019 Olympic High School, Grand Opening keynote
2016 Songea Kids, Grow the Circle of Care for Songea/

Lutikira Orphans and Vulnerable Youth, Keynote
2016 Kingsgate Library, Grand Opening Keynote
2016 Grand Opening for the Center for Architecture & 

Design, Lighting Talks: FitNation projects
2015 Revitalize WA, Community Enrichment Series: 

Sustainability and Green Building, Design Review, 
Design Guidelines and Urban Infi ll, Development 
and Tourism, Community Outreach and 
Partnerships

2009 ZGF Sustainable Design Workshop, Life cycle 
analysis tools

2008 ZGF Sustainable Design Workshop, 2030 
Challenge

2008 AIA Seattle, Counting Carbon Workshop, 50>>50



Publications, Juries, Exhibitions, Cohorts

PUBLICATIONS, MEDIA (About Project)
2021 Gonchar, Joann. (2021). The Living Building 

Challenge Grows Up: A stringent standard for 
regenerative design expands its reach and infl uence.  
Architectural Record. February 2021.

2020 Melton, Paul.  (2020).  Equity in Design and 
Construction: Seven Case Studies: From an 
aff ordable multifamily building to an iconic 
museum, these projects are designed and built to 
advance equity, diversity, and inclusion. Building 
Green Spotlight Report.

2020 Puri, Susan, and Smith, Kathleen.  (2020). Living 
Building Challenge, Framework for Aff ordable 
Housing: A pathway to overcome social, regulatory, 
and fi nancial barriers to achieving Living Building 
Challenge Certifi cation in aff ordable housing.  
International Living Future Institute.

2019 Heater, Morgan, and Baker, Stephannie.  (2020, 
March).  ASHRAE Technology Award Case 
Studies: Church Transformations to Neighborhood 
School. ASHRAE Journal.

2019 Harrell, Bruce. (2019, May 8).  City of Seattle 
announces $4.92 million to permanently fund 
aff ordable housing cooperative at Othello Square. 
The Seattle Medium.

2019 Roberts, Paul. (2019, June 1).  With Othello 
Square, a Rainier Valley community gets some help 
in the battle against gentrifi cation.  Seattle Times.

2019 Houston, Serin D. (2019).  Imagining Seattle: 
Social values in Urban Governance.  University of 
Nebraska Press, Lincoln, p.p 97-132.

2019 Powers, John. (2019, March).  A vision of our bright 
future at Olympic High School.  Kitsap Business 
Journal.

2019 12 winners in AIA civic design awards.  (2019, 
October 19).  Daily Journal of Commerce.

2018 Kathryn Merlino.  (2018).  Building Reuse: 
Sustainability, Preservation, and the Value of 
Design.  University of Washington Press.

2018 Johnson, Cat. (2018, April 12).  How coworking is 
revitalizing one Seattle Neighborhood. Allwork.

2017 Barnett, Erica.  (2017).  Anchors against 
displacement: Seattle experiments with community-
owned hubs and job incubators.  Sightline Institute.

2015 Sam Bennett.  (2015).  Hammer & Hand 
competition lets young designers tackle net-zero 
buildings. Journal of Commerce.

2015 Batayola, Maria. (2015, March 24).  Hing Hay 
Coworks to inject entrepreneurial spirit into ID.   
International Examiner.

2015 International Examiner.  (2015, April 2).  
Announcement: Hing Hay Coworks completion 
caps a 14-year journey. 

2015 McCuen, Ashley.  (2015, June 12).  Kingsgate 
Library design puts families fi rst in renovation. 
Kirkland Reporter.

2010 Minner, Kelly.  (2010, November 19).  60th AIA 
Seattle Honor Awards for Washington Architecture.  
ArchDaily.

2010 Porter, Lynn. (2010, November 10).  Love at fi rst 
sight for AIA’s top award winner.  Daily Journal of 
Commerce.

PUBLICATIONS, MEDIA (About Gladys Ly-Au Young)
2021 Women’s History Month Spotlight: Uche Okezie 

(HomeSight) & Gladys Ly-Au Young (SKL 
Architects).  Housing Development Consortium.  
Exemplary Building Program.

PUBLICATION (By Gladys Ly-Au Young)
2018 Ly-Au Young, Gladys.  (2018, September 

10).  Independent School Finds Opportunity for 
Progressive Learning Spaces in a Well-worn Church. 
Retrofi t.

2017 Heater, Morgan, and Ly-Au Young, Gladys.  
(2017, Winter).  From Church to School. High 
Performance Buildings. 

2015 Curbed.  (2015).  What Can Architects Do to Help 
Fight Climate Change?

DESIGN JURIES
2021-22 Seattle 2030 District Energy Design Award
2014-16 perFORM Competitions
2014 AIA Portland Architecture Awards
Ongoing University of Washington thesis/studio jury

EXHIBITIONS
2018 Seattle Resource HUBs, AIA Seattle Displaced: 

Design for Inclusive Cities, Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation Discovery Center

2016 PastFORWARD, FitNation Exhibit, AIA Seattle’s 
fi rst exhibit at the Center for Architecture & 
Design, explores projects and strategies that make 
our environment more conducive to physical 
activity as a part of everyday life

COHORTS
2018-20 Living Building Challenge Aff ordable Housing.  

Worked tirelessly to reach LBC goals to enhance 
the positive impact of aff ordable housing on the 
lives of residents and communities while mitigating 
the persistent inequalities often present in low-
income communities.

2019-20 Housing Development Consortium Leadership 
Development.  Demonstrated leadership in the 
aff ordable housing sector by working on issues 
related to health equity and energy effi  ciency.

2020-21  BASE - Build Art Space Equitably.  30-person 
cohort consisting experts in fi elds related to 
cultural space, and entirely of People of Color.  
Enthusiastically committed through a racial equity 
lens to create, activate, and preserve Cultural 
Space for Communities of Color.



ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION 
AND RESEARCH CENTER

Role of Nominee
Design Principal
Firm
SKL Architects

King County, Washington
2022

OLYMPIC HIGH SCHOOL

Firm
SKL Architects

Role of Nominee
Partner in charge

Bremerton, Washington
2019 Phase 1 and 2021 Phase 2

WESTSIDE SCHOOL

Firm
SKL Architects

Role of Nominee
Partner in charge

Seattle, Washington
2016

SEATTLE UNIVERSITY PASSIVE 
COOLING AND HEAT GAIN 
STUDY

Role of Nominee
Partner in charge

Seattle, Washington

Firm
SKL Architects

Select Work

PROVING SUSTAINABLE DESIGN IS ATTAINABLE IN EVERY PROJECT 
Identifying barriers is the starting point for successfully tackling the tough issues of social equity 
and achieving outcomes with lasting benefi ts.

Restored pride and new life to 
an underfunded school and 
achieve 70% energy reduction, 
to become the new model for 
the school district.

Transformed and re-purpose 
an old church to a cost-
eff ective, energy-effi  cient, 
and healthy K-8 school to 
become the most energy-
effi  cient school in the Pacifi c 
Northwest.

Achieved a unique living 
laboratory and outdoor 
classroom in St. Edward 
State Park, while integrating 
sustainability to an 
underfunded public project.

An important contributor to 
the overall goal in reducing the 
University’s carbon footprint 
12% by 2020 and 51% by 2035.  
The University has exceeded 
the 2020 reduction goal, and 
is on track to meet the 2035 
carbon reduction target.  



MELROSE SQUARE URBAN INFILL

Firm
Graham Baba Architects

Role of Nominee
Project Manager/Sustainability Lead

Seattle, Washington
2009

“ Gladys gets 
the need to be 
willing to push 
on confronting 
climate change 
through the built 
environment 
and does so 
fully aware of 
the need to also 
address equity.” 
Marty Kooistra, Executive 
Director, Housing 
Development Consortium

KALMIOPSIS ENVIRONMENTAL 
RETREAT CENTER

Firm
SKL Architects

Role of Nominee
Partner in charge

Siskiyou National Forest, Oregon
2014

HALE KUMAU

Role of Nominee
Project Manager/Sustainability Lead
Firm
Olson Sundberg Kundig Allen 
Architects

North Kohala, Hawaii
2007

EXETER

Role of Nominee
Design Team/Sustainability Lead

Oxford, UK
2011 Conceptual

Firm
Richard Sundberg Architect with 
SKL Architects

The off -grid project shows 
that net-zero water and energy 
and a low embodied carbon 
footprint are achievable on 
a budget by leveraging the 
assets of the site.

A pilot project of the City 
of Seattle’s Priority Green 
program, Gladys led the 
design of the adaptive reuse 
turned an auto garage into an 
off -grid mixed-use building.

Designed to be fully off -
grid, this project empowers  
Hawaii’s renewable industry 
as a showcase of services and 
materials. 

Led the sustainability vision 
for the design competition to 
form Exeter College’s “Third 
Quadrangle” in the center of 
Oxford.



U-LEX 
AFFORDABLE 
HOMEOWNERSHIP BUILDING

EMPOWERING COMMUNITIES
Shift our ideas from an individual chore to build communities of care    

This project is designed and 
is used as a new model in 
aff ordable housing with 45% 
energy reduction and the use 
of red-list free materials.

With deep engagement from 
the White Center community, 
Gladys centers both housing 
aff ordability and health 
disparities in a neighborhood 
experiencing displacement. 
Community input is refl ected 
in 100% aff ordable family-
sized units with social services 
and community health clinic.

Gladys is transforming a 
dilapidated building into a 
day center for the unhoused 
community through a healing-
centered approach.

The Chinatown-International 
district neighborhood gained  
a community gathering 
place and support center for 
local organizations through 
adaptive reuse. Gladys led her 
team in the renovation and 
showed it is possible to use 
healthy materials and create 
a warm environment on a 
shoestring budget. 

Role of Nominee
Partner in charge
Firm
SKL Architects

Firm
SKL Architects

Firm
SKL Architects

Seattle, Washington
Construction starts 2023

WHITE CENTER HOPE UNITY 
BELONGING (HUB)

Role of Nominee
Partner in charge

White Center, Washington
Construction starts 2023

REJUVENATION COMMUNITY 
DAY CENTER

Role of Nominee
Partner in charge

Seattle, Washington
Construction starts 2022

HING HAY COWORKS

Role of Nominee
Partner in charge

Seattle, Washington
2014

Firm
SKL Architects



SOUTH KING TOOL LIBRARY

Role of Nominee
Partner in charge

South King County, Washington
2019
Pro-Bono project

Firm
SKL Architects

Firm
SKL Architects

Firm
SKL Architects

SALMONBERRY LOFTS NUWE REIS VILLAGE

HEALING
GARDEN WELLNESS

CLINICREGENERATIVE
STORMWATER AND
WASTEWATER
MANAGEMENT

ENTRY
GARDEN

PARKING

DRIVEWAY

AREA

ENTRYPROGRAM
SPACE

CHILD
CARE

RETAIL/BANK

D

NATURE TRAIL

Role of Nominee
Design Principal

Role of Nominee
Design Principal

Seattle, Washington
Construction completion 2022

Bremerton, Washington
Construction starts 2024

HOPE VILLAGE

Role of Nominee
Design Principal
Firm
Sundberg Architecture Initiative, 
SKL Architects

Lutikira, Tanzania
Ongoing
Pro-Bono project

“Gladys’ projects 
become case 
studies of what 
is possible. 
These examples 
inform the larger 
community and 
help transform 
the way that 
we conceive 
of design, and 
deliver projects 
that benefi t 
everyone with a 
focus on equity 
and social and 
environmental 
justice.” 
Jonathan Heller, Ecotope

Improved aff ordable methods 
of building in a developing 
country by honoring the 
local tradition while elevating 
design and construction 
methodologies.

Re-purposed donated 
shipping containers to become 
a model for community 
tool library while fostering 
neighborhood resiliency, 
economic empowerment, 
environmental stewardship, 
and equity in all its forms.

Co-create a culturally-relevant 
healing space with Chief 
Seattle Club as a model 
to add social and health 
supportive services to their 
Native housing program.

Nuwe Reis means new 
journey in Afrikaans.  Gladys 
is creating a new model 
for place-based aff ordable 
housing with supportive 
services for people 
experiencing homelessness.



KINGSGATE LIBRARY

Firm
SKL Architects

Role of Nominee
Partner in charge

Role of Nominee
Design Principal

Role of Nominee
Partner in charge

CENTENNIAL TRAIL PASTforward
PHINNEY COMMUNITY LAND 
TRUST

Seattle, Washington
Construction start 2023

Firm
SKL Architects with Site Story and 
Luminous Creative

Firm
SKL Architects

Firm
SKL Architects

SEATTLE RESOURCE HUBS

Role of Nominee
Design Principal

Kirkland, Washington
2015

Led the sustainability through 
reuse eff orts to 
turn a rundown but beloved 
community library to become 
a neighborhood cultural space.

Snohomish County, Washington 
2014

Successfully created a model 
for community history telling 
by combining education and 
recreation.  Through trust-
building, the project brought 
forward stories from 
Japanese American 
internment told for the fi rst 
time.

This project is an innovative 
model for aff ordable 
homeownership addressing 
both housing comfortability, 
anti-displacement, and climate 
resilient design.

Seattle, Washington
2018 Conceptual

Amplified the need for 
refugee communities to have 
access to urban resources and 
won the AIA Seattle Honor 
Merit Award, and the AIA 
Seattle Displaced: Design for 
Inclusive Cities Award.



KEIRO SENIOR CENTER

Firm
Richard Sundberg Architects with 
Murase Associates 

Role of Nominee
Design Architect

Seattle, Washington
2012
Pro-Bono project

“Gladys active 
and thoughtful 
participation in 
ILFI’s Aff ordable 
Housing Program 
has made a 
meaningful 
diff erence in 
residents’ lives 
and has helped 
push the market 
forward. These 
eff orts are 
creating real and 
benefi cial change 
benefi ting many 
more than those 
directly housed 
in the units she is 
creating.” 
Kathleen Smith, Vice 
President, Living Building 
Challenge, International Living 
Future Institute (ILFI)

KOLSTRAND

Firm
Graham Baba Architects

Role of Nominee
Project Manager/Design Architect

Seattle, Washington
2008

PRATT FINE ARTS CENTER

Firm
SKL Architects

Role of Nominee
Partner in charge

Seattle, Washington
2017 Conceptual

Led the eff orts to create 
public outdoor spaces in 
private development with 
the vision to connect beyond 
its footprint.  The funding 
for this project did not come 
to fruition, but it shifted the 
dialogue on place-based 
community development in a 
gentrifying neighborhood.

Informed by community 
feedback, Gladys led design 
with limited donated funds 
to build a series of culturally 
relevant community spaces.  
The result is more than a 
functional physical space; 
it serves as a place for the 
continuing creation and 
validation of identities or 
communities who feel invisible 
in the mainstream culture.

Transformed a 1910 marine 
supply building into an 
energy-effi  cient mixed use 
building. Gladys’ eff orts not 
only extended the life of 
the building but preserved 
a vernacular that is quickly 
disappearing. She worked with 
many levels of stakeholders to 
remove barriers to reinforce 
the vitality of a walkable 
neighborhood.



MAGNIFYING INFLUENCE

LIVING BUILDING CHALLENGE 
- AFFORDABLE HOUSING
FRAMEWORK

LIVING BUILDING 
CHALLENGE 
Framework for  
Affordable Housing 

A pathway to overcome social,  
regulatory, and financial barriers to 
achieving Living Building Challenge 
Certification in affordable housing 

LIVING FUTURE 20 
- HEALTH AND WELLNESS

SUMMIT
- FROM PERSONAL LIFE TO

PROJECT SCALE – WHAT
INHIBITS US TO ACT?

AIA SEATTLE COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT FORUM 
- ESTABLISHING MEANINGFUL
RELATIONSHIPS WITH
COMMUNITIES YOU SERVE

SEATTLE DESIGN FESTIVAL
- COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
AND CIVIC TRANSFORMATION

Audience
Local/Regional/International

Audience
Local/Regional/International

Audience
Local

Role of Nominee
Speaker/Panelist

Role of Nominee
Framework Contributor/Reviewer

Role of Nominee
Panelist

This tool empowers aff ordable 
housing agencies to create 
sustainable and equitable 
projects. Gladys spearheaded 
section on red-list free 
materials, using her experience 
in the sector to understand 
and help remove barriers to 
creating healthier buildings.

As a speaker and a panelist at 
the Living Futures Summit, 
Gladys made compelling 
cases for healthy materials 
and showing the connections 
between the elimination of 
toxic materials, health equity 
and climate change. 

Led the development of this 
community engagement 
forum as a Co-Chair and 
serves as a moderator for the 
panel she envisioned called 
Authentic Connection in 
Black, Indigenous, and 
Peoples of Color (BIPOC) 
Communities.

Role of Nominee
Co-Chair, Moderator
Audience
Local/Regional

AIA Seattle’s Diversity 
Roundtable brought together 
three women leaders in built 
environment to talk about how 
their investment in cultural 
convening and community 
spaces provide lessons and 
perspective to catalyze 
communities of color to 
control their own destiny as 
development continues in our 
neighborhoods.



USGBC - INTERSECTIONAL 
ENVIRONMENTALISM IN THE 
BUILDING INDUSTRY SKYWAY YOUTH COUNCIL

DESIGN IN PUBLIC AND THE 
CENTER FOR ARCHITECTURE & 
DESIGN

AIA KNOWLEDGE NET 
WEBINAR ON LIVING BUILDING 
CHALLENGE AND MULTIFAMILY 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING

Audience
Local/Regional/International Local

Audience
Local/Regional/International

Audience
Local/Regional/International

Role of Nominee
Panelist

Role of Nominee
Advisory Board

Role of Nominee
Speaker

The US Green Building 
Council Pacifi c Region event 
brought together BIPOC 
experts from across the 
green building community to 
share their understand and 
perspective on intersectional 
environmentalism.  Over 150 
audiences from around the 
world participated.

Contributed her expertise to 
the Skyway Youth Council on 
aff ordable housing and 
equity issues. The youth spent 
two years understanding the 
problems and came up with fi 
ve actionable items to 
advocate for Skyway.

Role of Nominee
Contributor
Audience

During Gladys’ three years as 
leader of AIA Seattle’s Design 
in Public Advisory Board, 
they planned the physical 
space called the Center for 
Architecture & Design.  The 
Center is now a dynamic 
public space for conversations 
that explore design’s role in 
shaping cities.

Shared knowledge on 
navigating the sticky barriers 
in achieving the goals of the 
Living Building Challenge in 
aff or dable housing project 
delivery.



HOUSING DEVELOPMENT 
CONSORTIUM
WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH

KING COUNTY GREEN GLOBE 
LEADER IN GREEN BUILDING 
AWARD AIA MONTANA

BELLINGHAM GREEN BUILDING 
SLAM

Audience
Local/Regional

Audience
Local/Regional

Audience
Local/Regional

Audience
Local/Regional

During the Women’s History 
Month, Housing Development 
Consortium celebrated Gladys 
and other women as key 
players in helping to bring the 
principles and practices of 
“exemplary building” to King 
County’s aff ordable housing 
sector.

Executive Dow Constantine 
in 2021 honored Gladys with 
the Green Globe Awards for 
Leader in Green Building.  
The award from King 
County is for outstanding 
work to protect and restore 
the environment, including 
ensuring environmental justice 
for all.

As the keynote speaker at AIA 
Montana’s 100th anniversary 
celebration, Gladys shared 
stories from recent projects 
on a theme of rethinking 
architectural practice and ways 
to make meaningful changes 
toward an equitable future.

In her “Day One” presentation, 
Gladys shared stories from 
her equitable practice to 
suggest “Day One” priorities 
for the incoming Biden/Harris 
administration.  She showed 
what her practice is doing in 
response to climate change, 
racial equity, covid-19, and the 
rising economic inequality.  

Role of Nominee
Awardee

Role of Nominee
Honoree

Role of Nominee
Speaker

Role of Nominee
Speaker



Cultural Space Agency Preservation and Development Authority 

Five Members: Pursuant to the charter of the Cultural Space Agency, five members subject to City Council 
confirmation, three-year terms: 

! # City Council-appointed
! # Mayor-appointed
! #18 Other Appointing Authority-appointed (specify): The Constituency of the Cultural Space Agency

Roster: 
 

*D **G RD 
Position 

No. 
Position 
Title Name Term  

Begin Date 
Term  

End Date 
Term 

# 
Appointed 

By 

1 NB 1. Member Ching-In Chen 12/1/22 12/1/25 1 CSA 

2 NB 2. Member ChrisTiana ObeySumner 12/1/22 12/1/25 1 CSA 

1 F 3. Member Gladys Ly-Au Young 12/1/22 12/1/25 1 CSA 

4 F 4. Member Ixtli White Hawk 12/1/22 12/1/25 1 CSA 

2 F 5. Member Olisa Enrico-Johnson 12/1/22 12/1/25 1 CSA 

Previously Approved Members: 

2 F 3 6. Member Geneiva Arunga 10/1/21 10/1/24 1 CSA 

2 F n/a 7. Member Nia Arunga 10/1/21 10/1/24 1 CSA 

1 F 2 8. Member Julie Chang Shulman 10/1/21 10/1/24 1 CSA 

2 F 2 9. Member Nyema Clark 10/1/21 10/1/24 1 CSA 

2 F 2 10. Member Afua Kouyate 10/1/21 10/1/24 1 CSA 

2 M 2 11. Member Sergio Max Legon Talamoni 10/1/21 10/1/24 1 CSA 

4 F 2 12. Member Melina Rivera 10/1/21 10/1/24 1 CSA 

3 M 2 13. Member CM Ruiz 10/1/21 10/1/24 1 CSA 

6 M 3 14. Member Michael Seiwerath 10/1/21 10/1/24 1 CSA 

Founding Members: 

2 M 2 15. Member Tim Lennon 1/1/20 1/1/23 1 CSA 

6 M 2 16. Member Randy Engstrom 1/1/20 1/1/23 1 CSA 

3 F 1 17. Member Coté Soerens 1/1/20 1/1/23 1 CSA 

6 F 5 18. Member Sarah Wilke 1/1/20 1/1/23 1 CSA 

SELF-IDENTIFIED DIVERSITY CHART (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) 

Male Female Transgender NB/ O/ U Asian 
Black/ 
African  

American 

Hispanic/ 
Latino 

American 
Indian/ 
Alaska 
Native 

Other 

Caucasian/ 
Non-

Hispanic 
Pacific 

Islander 
Middle 
Eastern Multiracial 

Mayor 

Council 

Other  5 11 2 3 8 2 2 3 
Total 5 11 2 3 8 2 2 3 



 
Key: 

*D List the corresponding Diversity Chart number (1 through 9) 
**G List gender, M= Male, F= Female, T= Transgender, NB= Non-Binary O= Other U= Unknown  
RD Residential Council District number 1 through 7 or N/A 

Diversity information is self-identified and is voluntary.  
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