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~1~ Seattle 
\;ii ~ Parks & Recreation 

( 

( 

( 

Memo 

DATE: September 25, 2017 

TO: Timothy Croll 

FROM: Chip Nevins 

SUBJECT: Availability of seven former City Light substation properties in northwest Seattle 

The Parks Department has reviewed City Light's list of seven former substation properties located in the 
northwest part of Seattle (see table below) and is not interested in acquiring any of them for Park purposes. 
The properties are all mid-block (a poor location for a Park), under 10,000 sf (the desired minimum size for a 
new park acquisition) and do not fall within a service gap as identified in the 2017 Parks and Open Space 
Plan. 

Site Name Address Area, SF Zoning 

1. Ballard 6730 24th Ave NW 5,100 L-2 

2. Leary 1414 NW Leary Way 8,800 IG2-U65 

3. Loyal Heights 7750 28th Ave NW 8,158 L-2 

4. Monroe 1407 NW 65th St 4,000 L-3 

5. North Beach 9407 19th Ave NW 6,600 SF7200 

6. Phinney 6109 Phinney Ave N 6,000 NC2-40 

7. Sunset 3209 NW 65th St 6,300 NC1-30 

Ballard (6730 24th Ave NW): This property lies mid-block between NW 57th Street and NW 70th Street along 
24th Avenue NW. The location of the property in the middle of the block and the small size make it a poor 
location for a Park. Salmon Bay Park is 4 blocks to the east. 

Leary (1414 NW Leary Way): This property lies within Ballard's industrial area, mid-block along busy Leary 
Way between 14th Avenue NW and 15th Avenue NW. 

Loyal Heights (7750 28th Ave NW): This property is one lot south of NW soth Street on 28th Avenue NW and 
is equidistant from Sunset Hill Park and Loyal Heights Playfield. The community has advocated for its 
acquisition, especially after the recent downsizing of the playground at Loyal Heights school. Despite the 
property's natural attributes, it does not fill an identified gap in the Department's park system. 

Monroe (1407 NW 65th St): This small property sits across NW 55th Street from Ballard High school, one 
house west from 14th Avenue NW. The property was identified in the neighborhood plan for a future park 
and was proposed for acquisition as part of the 2000 Pro-Parks Levy. SPR declined to acquire the property at 
that time because of its location and size and .acquired other properties in the neighborhood more suited for 
park purposes. 
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North Beach (9407 19th Ave NW): This small property is across the street from Whitman middle school and 
Soundview Playfield. 

Phinney (6109 Phinney Ave N): This mid-block property has a narrow access off of Phinney Avenue N, but 
mostly sits behind the residence at 6109 Phinney Avenue N. The property's' lack of visual access makes it 
unsuitable for a park. 

Sunset (3209 NW 65th St): This property has a narrow access off of NW 65th Street, but sits behind 
Ristorante Picolinos on 32nct Avenue NW. The property's' lack of visual access makes it unsuitable for a park. 
In 2010 the community proposed to transform the property into a solar powered pocket park. Neither SCL 
nor SPR were supportive of the idea at that time. 
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Croll, Timothy 

( ·rom: 
.,,ent: 

Nevins, Chip 
Friday, November 17, 2017 1:31 PM 
Croll, Timothy 

( 

To: 
Subject: RE: Double Checking whether SPR wants to reconsider its decision to not acquire any of 

the 7 Ballard City Light properties 

Hi Tim, 
Given the public comment that you have received, SPR is sti ll not interested in acquiring any of the the 7 Ballard City 
Light properties for Park purposes 

Thanks, 
Chip 

a I ~ Chip Nevins 
1 Strategic Advisor - Acquisition Programs 

' ~ Ci~y of Seattle, Seattl~ Parks and Recreation 
·- -· . 0. 206-233-3879 I M. 206-291-7133 

Facebook I Twitter I Blog 

From: Croll, Timothy 
Sent: Monday, November 13, 2017 4:16 PM 
To: Nevins, Chip <Chip.Nevins@seattle.gov> 
Subject: Double Checking whether SPR wants to reconsider its decision to not acquire any of the 7 Bal lard City Light 
properties 

Chip, as you are aware Resolution 31424 requires that " ... if any uses are proposed which would 
require the transfer of a property to another City department, such as park, community garden, or 
other non-utility use, City Light shall request such department to consider such proposal (to 
reconsider its determination in the earlier circulation), particularly with regard to how the proposed 
use would be consistent with citywide or local needs, and the availability of funds to effect a transfer". 

Seattle Parks and Recreation (SPR) previously declined to purchase any of our seven NW Seattle 
properties. Since then we have received public suggestions to maintain all of these sites as 
parks/open space. 

Could you please let us know, given the public comment that we have received, if SPR is willing to 
reconsider its previous decision to not acquire any of these sites? 

Thanks as always. 

TIMOTHY CROLL I STRATEGIC ADVISOR 
ENVIRONMENT, LAND, AND LICENSING BUSINESS UNIT 
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Croll, Timothy 

..,m: 
.... ~nt: 
To: 
Subject: 

Timothy, 

Morrison, Catherine 
Wednesday, November 29, 2017 5:32 PM 
Croll, Timothy 
RE: Additional opportunity for HSD to express interest in seven former City Light 
substation properties in northwest Seattle 

Thank you for your note and my apologies for the delay in getting back to you. 

As a result of the ongoing SU (79-2-B-1), we are currently holding off all considerations of P-Patch property acquisition. 

Thank you again for reaching out, 
Kate 

From: Croll, Timothy 
Sent: Wednesday, November 29, 2017 9:57 AM 
To: Morrison, Catherine <Catherine.Morrison@seattle.gov> 

( bject: FW: Additional opportunity for HSD to express interest in seven former City Light substation properties in 
northwest Seattle . 

Kate: 

Could you please respond for DON to our "request for reconsideration" below? 

Thanks. 

TIMOTHY CROLL 
SEATTLE CITY LIGHT 
(206) 684-0806 

From: Croll, Timothy 
Sent: Tuesday, November 14, 2017 2:11 PM 
To: Morrison, Catherine <Catherine.Morrison@seattle.gov> 
Subject: Adtjitional opportunity for HSD to express interest in seven former City Light substation properties in northwest 
Seattle 

Kate: 

Thank you for taking the time to speak to me on the phone. As I mentioned, City Light is following a 
( ocess for considering the disposition of seven unneeded properties in NW Seattle. The process, 
· established in Resolution 31424, started with an opportunity for other City departments such as yours 
to express an interest in acquiring any of these properties for fair market value. This was done on 
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09/05/17 (see email below). As is often the case, almost all departments (including DON) did not 
express any such interest. 

~ most recent estimate of market value are shown in this chart: 

Site Name Address Area, SF Zoning 
2017/18 

Assessed Value 

1. North Beach 9407 19th Ave NW 6,600 SF7200 $330,000 

2. Loyal Heights 7750 28th Ave NW 8,158 LR2 RC $978,960 

3. Sunset 3209 NW 55th St 6,300 NC1-30 $756,000 

4. Ballard 6728 24th Ave NW 5,100 LR2 $637,500 

5. Monroe 1405 NW 55th St 4,000 LR3 $560,000 

6. Leary 
1414 & 1406 NW 

8,800 IG2 U/65 $880,000 
Leary Way 

7. Phinney 6109 Phinney Ave N 6,000 NC2P-40 $800,000 

This autumn City Light performed extensive outreach to the community to get their input on the 
disposition of these properties. Resolution 31424 aiso requires us to double check with those City 
departments that might be involved in the activities that have been suggested by the public, to see if 
those departments would be interested in reconsidering their decision to acquire a·ny of these 
properties. Specifically we received a suggestion that all of the properties be dedicated to P-Patches, 
community gardens or orchards. 

(. our brief conversation you stated that DON would not be interested in any property acquisitions for 
this purpose because of a DON's lack of suitable funds 

Please confirm if I have correctly understood DON's position on these properties and the suggested 
use. 

Thank you for your time. 

TIMOTHY CROLL I STRATEGIC ADVISOR 
ENVIRONMENT, LAND, AND LICENSING BUSINESS UNIT 

<dil~ Seattle City light 

timothy.croll@seattle.gov 

TEL (206) 684-0806 

The nation's greenest utility I Linkedin I Facebook 

From: Croll, Timothy 
Sent: Tuesday, September 05, 2017 2:13 PM 

To: Alvarado, Emily <Emily.Alvarado@seattle.gov>; Ashbrook, Michael <Michael.Ashbrook@seattle.gov>; Astrein, Ken 
---l(en.Astrein@seattle.gov>; Bretzke, Daniel <Daniel.Bretzke@seattle.gov>; Carpenter, Pree 

( ree.Carpenter@seattle.gov>; Craven, Bill <Bill.Craven@seattle.gov>; Cross, Judith <Judith.Cross@seattle.gov>; 
DeFazio, Patti <Patti.DeFazio@seattle.gov>; Deherrera, Roque <Rogue.Deherrera@seattle.gov>; Hamilton, Hillary 
<Hillary.Hamilton@seattle.gov>; Jacobs, Max <Max.Jacobs@seattle.gov>; Nevins, Chip <Chip.Nevins@seattle.gov>; Huff, 
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Vickie <Vickie.Huff@seattle.gov>; Jung, Mary <Mary.Jung@seattle.gov>; Korathu, Prithy <Prithy.Korathu@seattle.gov>; 
Lee, Steve <Steve.Lee@seattle.gov>; Lester, Catherine L <Catherine.Lester@seattle.gov>; Noble, Ben 
<Ben.Noble@seattle.gov>; Richter, Matthew <Matthew.Richter@seattle.gov>; Sheldon, John 

'ohn.Sheldon@seattle.gov>; Takahashi, Ken <Ken.Takahashi@seattle.gov>; Yamamoto, Nancy 
.,~ancy.Yamamoto@seattle.gov>; Nyland, Kathy <Kathy.Nyland@seattle.gov> 

Cc: Barnes, Maureen <Maureen.Barnes@seattle.gov>; Bresnahan, John <John.Bresnahan@seattle.gov>; Best, Lynn 
<Lynn.Best@seattle.gov> 
Subject: Availability of seven former City Light substation properties in northwest Seattle 

Folks: 

I am circulating this excess property notice on behalf of Maureen Barnes, City Light's Manager of 
Real Estate Services. 

Seven former substation properties located in the northwest part of Seattle are excess to City Light's 
needs, and are being considered for surplus disposition. These properties are being .offered first to 
other City departments. Any non-utility use of any of these properties will require a transfer of 
jurisdiction from City Light to the City department which provides the new use, and reimbursement to 
the City Light Fund of the true and full value of the property. 

The properties are: 

Site Name Address Area, SF Zoning 
1. Ballard 6730 24th Ave NW 5,100 L-2 
2. Leary 1414 NW Leary Way 8,800 IG2-U65 
1. Loyal Heights 7750 28th Ave NW 8,158 L-2 
-t. Monroe 1407 NW 55th St 4,000 L-3 
5. North Beach 9407 19th Ave NW 6,600 SF7200 
6. Phinney 6109 Phinney Ave N 6,000 NC2-40 
7. Sunset 3209 NW 55th St 6,300 NC1-30. 

The values of the properties will be determined by an independent appraisal prior to the transfer. 
Each site has had or will have any environmental contamination identified and removed prior to the 
transfer. 

If your Department would like to acquire any of these properties and has the available funding, 
please contact Maureen Barnes of City Light's Real Estate Services via e-mail (cc: Timothy 
Croll) by September 22, 2017. 

Departments which are not authorized to hold real property as assets of their operating funds are 
requested to coordinate any such requests with Hillary Hamilton of Finance and Administrative 
Services, at 684-0421. If you have any questions, please contact me at 684-0806. 

Thank you. 

TIMOTHY CROLL I STRATEGIC ADVISOR 
1VIRONMENT, LAND, AND LICENSING BUSINESS UNIT 

<dil~ Seattle City Light 
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timothy.croll@seattle.gov 
TEL (206) 684-0806 
The nation's greenest utility I Linkedln I Facebook 
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Croll, Timothy 

( 1m: 
.... ~nt: 

Lester, Catherine L 
Monday, November 13, 2017 5:18 PM 
Croll, Timothy To: 

Cc: 
Subject: 

Hi Timothy, 

Astrein, Ken; Johnson, Jason 
RE: Additional opportunity for HSD to express interest in seven former City Light 
substation properties in northwest Seattle 

Thanks for your email and the quick call earlier today. You are correct on my statement that HSD is not interested at this 
time in acquiring SCL properties for the development of tiny home villages. The reason for my position is also accurately 
reflected. 

During the activation of the EOC which began at the start of the calendar year, there has been ongoing work to identify 
properties for emergency shelter. I could imagine that the properties on your list below might be explored for this 
function in the future. Looping in my colleague Jason Johnson here who has led our department's work at the EOC this 
year. 

Thanks, 
Catherine 

I~ 
Catherine L. Lester · 
Director 
City of Seattle, Human Services Department 
0: 206.386.1143 I E: catherine.lester@seattle.gov 
Facebook I Twitter 

From: Croll, Timothy 
Sent: Monday, November 13, 2017 3:54 PM 
To: Lester, Catherine L <Catherine.Lester@seattle.gov> 
Cc: Astrein, Ken <Ken.Astrein@seattle.gov> 
Subject: Additional opportunity for HSD to express interest in seven former City Light substation properties in northwest 

Seattle 

Catherine: 

Thank you for taking the time to speak to me on the phone. As I mentioned, City Light is following a 
process for considering the disposition of seven unneeded properties in NW Seattle. The process, 
established in Resolution 31424, started with an opportunity for other City departments such as yours 
to express an interest in acquiring any of these properties for fair market value. This was done on 
09/05/17 (see email below). As is often the case, almost all departments (including HSD) did not 
express any such interest. 

,
1 '1e most recent estimate of market value are shown in this chart: 

( 

Site Name Address Area, SF Zoning 
2017/18 

Assessed Value 

1 
8 
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1. North Beach 9407 19th Ave NW 6,600 SF7200 $330,000 

2. Loyal Heights 7750 28th Ave NW 8,158 LR2 RC $978,960 

3. Sunset 3209 NW 55th St 6,300 NC1-30 $756,000 

4. Ballard 6728 24th Ave NW 5,100 LR2 $637,500 

5. Monroe 1405 NW 55th St 4,000 LR3 $560,000 

6. Leary 
1414 & 1406 NW 

8,800 IG2 U/65 $880,000 
Leary Way 

7. Phinney 6109 Phinney Ave N 6,000 NC2P-40 $800,000 

This autumn City Light performed extensive outreach to the community to get their input on the 
disposition' of these properties. Resolution 31424 also requires us to double check with those City 
departments that might be involved in the activities that have been suggested by the public, to see if 
those departments would be interested in reconsidering their decision to acquire any of these 
properties. Specifically we received a suggestion that all of the properties be dedicated to hosting tiny 
houses simijar to those at the Ballard Nickelsville sanctioned site. 

In our brief conversation you stated that HSD would not be interested in any property acquisitions for 
this purpose because: 

1. the tiny home encampm~nts are normally restricted to stays of no more than 2 years in a 
location, and 

2. The tiny homes are viewed as only an interim solution 

( lease confirm if I have correctly understood HSD's position on these properties and the suggested 
use. 

Thank you for your time. 

TIMOTHY CROLL I STRATEGIC ADVISOR 
ENVIRONMENT, LAND, AND LICENSING BUSINESS UNIT 

~ii~ Seattle City Ught 

timothy.croll@seattle.gov 
TEL (206) 684-0806 
The nation's greenest utility I Linkedin I Facebook 

From: Croll, Timothy 

Sent: Tuesday, September OS, 2017 2:13 PM 

To: Alvarado, Emily <Emily.Alvarado@seattle.gov>; Ashbrook, Michael <Michael.Ashbrook@seattle.gov>; Astrein, Ken 
<Ken.Astrein@seattle.gov>; Bretzke, Daniel <Daniel.Bretzke@seattle.gov>; Carpenter, Pree 

<Pree.Carpenter@seattle.gov>; Craven, Bill <Bill.Craven@seattle.gov>; Cross, Judith <Judith.Cross@seattle.gov>; 

DeFazio, Patti <Patti.DeFazio@seattle.gov>; Deherrera, Roque <Roque.Deherrera@seattle.gov>; Hamilton, Hillary 

<Hillary.Hamilton@seattle.gov>; Jacobs, Max <Max.Jacobs@seattle.gov>; Nevins, Chip <Chip.Nevins@seattle.gov>; Huff, 

ickie <Vickie.Huff@seattle.gov>; Jung, Mary <Marv.Jung@seattle.gov>; Korathu, Prithy <Prithy.Korathu@seattle.gov>; 
Lee, Steve <Steve.Lee@seattle.gov>; Lester, Catherine L <Catherine.Lester@seattle.gov>; Noble, Ben 
<Ben.Noble@seattle.gov>; Richter, Matthew <Matthew.Richter@seattle.gov>; Sheldon, John 
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<John.Sheldon@seattle.gov>; Takahashi, Ken <Ken.Takahashi@seattle.gov>; Yamamoto, Nancy 
<Nancy.Yamamoto@seattle.gov>; Nyland, Kathy <l<athy.Nvland@seattle.gov> 
Cc: Barnes, Maureen <Maureen.Barnes@seattle.gov>; Bresnahan, John <John.Bresnahan@seattle.gov>; Best, Lynn 

( 'ynn.Best@seattle.gov> 
· -'bject: Availability of seven former City Light substation properties in northwest Seattle 

( 

Folks: 

I am circulating this excess property notice on behalf of Maureen Barnes, City Light's Manager of 
Real Estate Services. 

Seven former substation properties located in the northwest part of Seattle are excess to City Light's 
needs, and are being considered for surplus disposition. These properties are being offered first to 
other City departments. Any non-utility use of any of these properties will require a transfer of 
jurisdiction from City Light to the City department which provides the new use, and reimbursement to 
the City Light Fund of the true and full value of the property. 

The properties are: 

Site Name Address Area, SF Zoning 
1. Ballard 6730 24th Ave NW 5,100 L-2 
2. Leary 1414 NW Leary Way 8,800 IG2-U65 
3. Loyal Heights 7750 28th Ave NW 8,158 L-2 
4. Monroe 1407 NW 65th St 4,000 L-3 
5. North Beach 9407 19th Ave NW 6,600 SF7200 
' Phinney 6109 Phinney Ave N 6,000 NC2-40 

I /. Sunset 3209 NW 55th St 6,300 NC1-30 

The values of the properties will be determined by an independent appraisal prior to the transfer. 
Each site has had or will have any environmental contamination identified and removed prior to the 
transfer. 

If your Department would like to acquire any of these properties and has the available funding, 
please contact Maureen Barnes of City light's Real Estate Services via e-mail (cc: Timothy 
Croll) by September 22, 2017. 

Departments which are not authorized to hold real property as assets of their operating funds are 
requested to coordinate any such requests with Hillary Hamilton of Finance and Administrative 
Services, at 684-0421. If you have any questions, please contact me at 684-0806. 

Thank you. 

TIMOTHY CROLL I STRATEGIC ADVISOR 
ENVIRONMENT, LAND, AND LICENSING BUSINESS UNIT 

Gi:I~ Seattle City Ught 

( .othy.croll@seattle.gov 

TEL (206) 684-0806 
The nation1s greenest utility l Linkedln I Facebook 
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Croll, Timothy 

( ">m: 
_.,mt: 

Croll, Timothy 

Tuesday, November 14, 2017 2:18 PM 

( 

To: Nelson, Laurel ~'!>/bG_,-. 
Subject: Additional opportunity for~ to express interest in seven former City Light substation 

properties in northwest Seattle 

Laurel: 

Thank you for taking the time to speak to me on the phone. As I mentioned, City Light is following a 
process for considering the disposition of seven unneeded properties in NW Seattle. The process, 
established in Resolution 31424, started with an opportunity for other City departments such as yours 
to express an interest in acquiring any of these properties for fair market value. This was done on 
09/05/17 (see email below). As is often the case, almost all departments (including SPD) did not 
express any such interest. 

The most recent estimate of market value are shown in this chart: 

Site Name Address Area, SF Zoning 2017/18 
Assessed Value 

1. North Beach 9407 19th Ave NW 6,600 SF7200 $330,000 

2. Loyal Heights 7750 28th Ave NW 8,158 LR2 RC $978,960 

3. Sunset 3209 NW 55th St 6,300 NC1-30 $756,000 

4. Ballard 6728 24th Ave NW 5,100 LR2 $637,500 

5. Monroe 1405 NW 55th St 4,000 LR3 $560,000 

6. Leary 
1414 & 1406 NW 

8,800 IG2 U/65 $880,000 
Leary Way 

7. Phinney 6109 Phinney Ave N 6,000 NC2P-40 $800,000 

This autumn City Light performed extensive outreach to the community to get their input on the 
disposition of these properties. Resolution 31424 also requires us to double check with those City 
departments that might be involved in the activities that have been suggested by the public, to see if 
those departments would be interested in reconsidering their decision to acquire any of these 
properties. Specifically we received a suggestion that the property at 6109 Phinney Ave N be 
dedicated to storage of emergency disaster supplies for the Phinney Neighborhood Center (PNC). 

In our brief conversation you stated that SPD/OEM would not be interested in any property 
acquisitions for this purpose because: 

1. Such supplies, if they were purchased and stored for PNC would be better stored at the PNC 
parking lot itself. 

2. SPD-OEM does not have any identified funds for the purchase of City Light's Phinney property 
( at fair market value. 
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Please confirm if I have correctly understood SPD-OEM's position on these properties and the 
suggested use. 

( 3nk you for your time. 

( 

TIMOTHY CROLL I STRATEGIC ADVISOR 
ENVIRONMENT, LAND, AND LICENSING BUSINESS UNIT 

Gil~ Seattle City Light 

timothy.croll@seattle.gov 
TEL (206) 684-0806 
The nation's greenest utility I Linkedin I Facebook 

From: Croll, Timothy 
Sent: Tuesday, September 05, 2017 2:13 PM 
To: Alvarado, Emily <Emilv.Alvarado@seattle.gov>; Ashbrook, Michael <Michael.Ashbrook@seattle.gov>; Astrein, Ken 
<Ken.Astrein@seattle.gov>; Bretzke, Daniel <Daniel.Bretzke@seattle.gov>; Carpenter, Pree 
<Pree.Carpenter@seattle.gov>; Craven, Bill <Bill.Craven@seattle.gov>; Cross, Judith <Judith.Cross@seattle.gov>; 
DeFazio, Patti <Patti.DeFazio@seattle.gov>; Deherrera, Roque <Roque.Deherrera@seattle.gov>; Hamilton, Hillary 
<Hillary.Hamilton@seattle.gov>; Jacobs, Max <Max.Jacobs@seattle.gov>; Nevins, Chip <Chip.Nevins@seattle.gov>; Huff, 
Vickie <Vickie.Huff@seattle.gov>; Jung, Mary <Mary.Jung@seattle.gov>; Korathu, Prithy <Prithy.Korathu@seattle.gov>; 
Lee, Steve <Steve.lee@seattle.gov>; Lester, Catherine L <Catherine.Lester@seattle.gov>; Noble, Ben 
<Ben.Noble@seattle.gov>; Richter, Matthew <Matthew.Richter@seattle.gov>; Sheldon, John 

, 1 hn.Sheldon@seattle.gov>; Takahashi, Ken <Ken.Takahashi@seattle.gov>; Yamamoto, Nancy 
.ancy.Yamamoto@seattle.gov>; Nyland, Kathy <Kathy.Nyland@seattle.gov> 

Cc: Barnes, Maureen <Maureen.Barnes@seattle.gov>; Bresnahan, John <John.Bresnahan@seattle.gov>; Best, Lynn 
<Lynn.Best@seattle.gov> 
Subject: Availability of seven former City Light substation properties in northwest Seattle 

Folks: 

I am circulating this excess property notice on behalf of Maureen Barnes, City Light's Manager of 
Real Estate Services. 

Seven former substation properties located in the northwest part of Seattle are excess to City Light's 
needs, and are being considered for surplus disposition. These properties are being offered first to 
other City departments. Any non-utility use of any of these properties will require a transfer of 
jurisdiction from City Light to the City department which provides the new use, and reimbursement to 
the City Light Fund of the true and full value of the property. 

The properties are: 

Site Name Address Area, SF Zoning 
1. Ballard 6730 24th Ave NW 5,100 L-2 
2. Leary 1414 NW Leary Way 8,800 IG2-U65 
"'I Loyal HeiQhts 7750 28th Ave NW 8,158 L-2 

14. Monroe 1407 NW .55th St 4,000 L-3 
5. North Beach 9407 19th Ave NW 6,600 SF7200 

2 12 



6. Phinne 6109 Phinne Ave N 6,000 NC2-40 
7. Sunset 3209 NW 65th St 6,300 NC1 -30 

( ·he values of the properties will be determined by an independent appraisal prior to the transfer. 
t:ach site has had or will have any environmental contamination identified and removed prior to the 
transfer. 

If your Department would like to acquire any of these properties and has the available funding, 
please contact Maureen Barnes of City Light's Real Estate Services via e-mail (cc: Timothy 
Croll) by September 22. 2017. 

( 

Departments which are not authorized to hold real property as assets of their operating funds are 
requested to coordinate any such requests with Hillary Hamilton of Finance and Administrative 
Services, at 684-0421. If you have any questions, please contact me at 684-0806. 

Thank you. 

TIMOTHY CROLL I STRATEGIC ADVISOR 
ENVIRONMENT, LAND, AND LICENSING BUSINESS UNIT 

~I~ Seattle: Clty Llght 

timothy.croll@seattle.gov 
TEL (206) 684-0806 

The nation's greenest utility I Linkedln I Facebook 
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Croll, Timothy 

( -rom: 
.,ent: 

Alvarado, Emily 
Thursday, December 07, 2017 4:04 PM 
Croll, Timothy 

( 

To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Tim: 

Malone, Erika; Korathu, Prithy; Roskin, Miriam 
Ballard Substation Reconsideration 
Unsuitable Ballard Substation Sites.docx 

Attached please find our formal reconsideration of the Ballard substation sites. In summary, OH declines to acquire the 
Leary, Sunset, North Beach, Ballard, and Monroe substations. We have indicated our interest in pursuing acquisition of 
the Phinney and Loyal Heights substations subject to an appraisal and the resolution of technical issues. 

It has come to my attention, however, that one of our affordable housing partners, Homestead Community Land Trust, 
is interested in purchasing the Sunset site directly from SCL. I am connecting you to my OH colleague, Erika Malone, 
from the homeownership team, who can help connect you with Homestead to discuss their interest in the Sunset site. 

Best, 

Emily 

Emily Alvarado 
Manager of Policy and Equitable Development 
City of Seattle, Office of Housing 
0: 206.684.3727 I F: 206.233.7117 I emily.alvarado@seattle.gov 
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(~I~ City of Seattle 
~Office of Housing 

(r1~ City of Seattle 
~Office of Housing 

Date: December 4, 2017 

To: Timothy Croll, Seattle City Light 

From: Prithy Korathu, Office of Housing 
Emily Alvarado, Office of Housing 

cc: Miriam Raskin, Office of Housing 

RE: Ballard Substation Surplus Disposition 

Summary of OH Analysis: 

Memo 

On September 5, 2017, OH received a request to review seven form substation sites identified for disposition. 
Our analysis of the properties identified the Phinney Substation (6109 Phinney Avenue North) and the Loyal 
Heights (7750 2gth Avenue NW) site suitable for residential development due to their size, zoning, and proximity 
to schools, parks and amenities. OH has indicated our interest in pursuing acquisition of the Phinney and Loyal 
Heights sites from Seattle City Light subject to an appraisal and resolution of a few technical issues. 

An explanation and reconsideration of our findings for the five properties found unsuitable for acquisition by OH 
is summarized as below: 

1) Leary Substation - 1414 NW Leary Way/ PMA 569 - Residential development is prohibited on IG2 U/65' 
zoned land and the surrounding uses in the immediate area are not compatible with residential 
development. 

2) Sunset Substation - 3205 NW 65th / PMA 560 -The site's suitability for residential development is 
considered good. However, the site's zoning and configuration would result in too few units to make it 
financially feasible to develop with affordable housing. 

3) North Beach Substation -940719th Avenue NW I PMA 676-The site's suitability for residential 
development is good. However, the single home that could be developed on the site makes it financially 
unfeasible to develop with affordable housing. 

4) Ballard Substation - 6728 24th Avenue NW/ PMA 3893 - The site's suitability for residential 
development is good. However, the small size of the.site would result in too few units to make it 
financially feasible to develop with affordable housing. 

5) Monroe Substation -1405/ 1407 NW 65th Street/ PMA 570- The site's suitability for residential 
development is good. However, the small size of the site would result in too few units to make it 
financially feasible to develop with affordable housing. 

City of Seattle Office of Housing I 700 Fifth Ave, Suite 5700, Seattle, WA 98104 I 206.684.0721 I housing@seattle.gov I seattle.gov/r 

An equal opportunity, affirmative action employer. Accommodations for people with disabilities provided upon request. 
15 



( Please write your email address below, carefully, if you want to 
be on the email "interest list" for news around City Light's 

disposition of seven former substation sites in Ballard I 
Lo al Hei hts I Phinne Rid e 

, , 
I O 

J 

r---. 

() 

{/ '--' 
• 

. ' 

u 

16 



Please write your email address below, carefully, if you want to 
be on the email "interest list" for news around City Light's 

disposition of se_ven former substation sites in Ballard I 
Lo al Hei hts I Phinney Ridge 

..-.. 
1 .-\,-cv-- \PJ_D_\__ __ v-~-- · ·c_\ ____ \____ · . , · · 
. ' 

I 

. 
l 

-,,.,·· . ' .. 

, , /' 
J ' I 

\ ./ 

17 





.----...., 

SIGN IN ~HEET 
CITY OF SEATTLE OPEN HOUSE/ 

SEATTLE CITY LIGHT COMMUNITY .INFORMATION MEETING ON NW SEATTEL PROPERTY 
DISPOSITION PROJECT 

NOVEMBER 6. 2017 -

Name Email address if you want to be on the interest 
list for the City Light proje~! and receive updates !--------------------!---

, e., Gvv<t\J 
- • .. -""""" ~ - .. - • •• --- + • "' 

fl( o() 
I a 

- --- ........ _ '~ - .-

! 

ru- .. . 

, 

~ 'I ~ 

- ;~ 

// I 

l 

"-· 

~ 

---- -

. - ( -~· - ~-.,.- - . ,- .. - -..,-

v 

I tv\.1l'-c: 6""""0.11' ,.__n~"' ~ I - .... - - .... · .. · •.·.~· & - " > ... -· f 

1-l 
lO 

M le-kt:\. L l 

vsaV\ 
N-tr 

/ 

- -....I 

A ~A - _I 

I I 
~ .,..,... 

r - • ' T. ' - ~ (\ 

__j -
~ I\ 

-J t ;:: I ~- ........ -. I 



. .-....,_ 

SIGN IN ~HEET 
CITY OF SEATTLE OPEN HOUSE/ 

SEATTLE CITY LIGHT COMMUNITY INFORMATION MEETING ON NW SEATTEL PROPERTY 
DISPOSITION PROJECT 

NOVEMBER 6. 2017 

Name Email address if you want to be on ~he interest 
list for the City Light project and receive updates 

1----------:-1r-----------t-----

-:Br~n c=:L 
-"'br~~ ~w~ ~hj;l,c. I 

\ - . 
Ela,~ 

~ -~- - -

/"'\ - _, .......... ~ 

- ---
~-

,_ ------· \~:., I . 

' - -'~. 

II _ l\ 

• •..J ~"" 

, 
.Al .. I 

I u~ vc ~O{ fdv ~ I --1c -~ I 

' -
( f l r 

. . WI s t" - • ., ._.,. • -. \.:..JP" , .., ... .., ... .,. • • - • • -

N 
0 

) "­
~ 

---. , ·'", 1 ·' • 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~----! .... 

It 
-.:. :;-

- -v"'"" ' ~--

u 
,--:_ _ ,f II I i ~'- .,. 

- ---4 

t~ 



,.----._ -..... 
------

SIGN I~ ~HEET 
CITY OF SEATTLE OPEN HOUSE/ 

SEATTLE CITY LIGHT COMMUNITY INFORMATION MEETING ON NW SEATTEL PROPERTY 
DISPOSITION PROJECT 

Name 

NOVEMBER 6. 2017 

. 

Email address if you want to be on the interest 
list for the City Light project and receive updates 

/'} ~ "'! _ 
-- ~-:· ·- ;- · 0 - , .. - 1• · - - .... -· - - ......... 

. . l ..... - .. _ _.. ~ 

I __.,.__ /"'\ 

... - - -- ~ ... -·· ,,._........ .,, . • ,_, , ,, ··n .roi. · " 
I L' ~ ="< V "c;V' ''q/='" r l I f · l 0 ··- ... 1 ·----....---------------! 

("':""'o... 

.. -,{) tse: 
I K P-?r "'":"\ l-< e.'4~ 9- I 1t . 

[~~~~~~~~~~~~·~:~~~~~~~~~~~~-:--~-:--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~ ~-

' 

r~~~~~~·-=--=--=~~=-t~~~~-~~~-~l.!...~~:::::.-=..!._~~~~--IL-__!_' .... ·-·--- - -

I . ~9 '1 _hJrcl~Vo.\f\ L I - -
A ' \ II \ . 

l'0 
1--1 

t~ I 
' -~ 

'-' v 

----.-~~ - -~--------------! 

'J - .._ ' ( 

~ ·-- - -- --\_-

' . 
' ~ 

\ . -
'-

.._ --



I\...) 
I\...) 

.---....... 

SIGN IN dHEET 
CITY OF SEATTLE OPEN HOUSE/ 

SEATTLE CITY LIGHT COMMUNITY INFORMATION MEETING ON NW SEATTEL PROPERTY 
DISPOSITION PROJECT 

NOVEMBER 6. 2017 

Name Email address if you want to be on the interest 
· list for the City Light project and receive updates 

·~ \ 

____ ::- f 



N 
w 

~ .. -~- ~~ 

SIGN IN ~HEET 
CITY OF SEATTLE OPEN HOUSE/ 

SEATTLE CITY LIGHT COMMUNITY .INFORMATION MEETING ON NW SEATTEL PROPERTY 
DISPOSITION PROJECT 

NOVEMBER 6. 2017 

Name Email address if you want to be on the interest 
/""'""'\. list for the City ~~ght project and receive updates 

'--)01-er ~ J;r \_ \ . -· 

-
ll. • --

I 

--

/\!)n. f1f, ~a;\, f\ 
' ., . -

'~ - -
tL-

\ ' ..._, 
4-l 1 

-
LV\ V\ V\_ ~e,.<{· l l --' ~ - iI1 

< r~ ·""'- ."v~ " . _..,,..._ 
1 ' I '-· 

' 

J , I J 

2Sa k_p_ /{; ~~J~ I V -
- -y--~~~ 

-c..----0' 

' 



< Sign in Sheet to .Testify 

( 

On City Light NW Property Disposition 
11/16/17 

L~ 

24 



L 

( ~ 0e~V\ \-\-os ~~ z°"~ \ 

3~ SV\·f .. L-t 6'lA-.J ~ 
{ y ~ Jer\t- rt ·~ 1 l clL 

37. 

38. 

39. 

40. 
-

41. 

42. 

( 43. 

44. 

45. 

46. 
-

47. 

48. 

49. 

50. 

51. 

25 



fl_ 24. 

( y s. 
~\ !L 

L/26. ~\ 

L/27. 
(~ ))o Jf 1 b S'b~ 

28. ~;, (>r~ t/ 

i./29. <l 
30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

26 



( 

( 

Questions to and Answers from Office of Ho.using Breakout Session, November 6, 2017 

Question. 

Answer. 

Question: 

Answer: 

Question: 

Answer: 

Question: 

Answer: 

Question: 

Answer: 

Question: 

Answer: 

Question: 

Answer: 

Question: 

Would housing would be purchased? 

Office of Housing's goal is affordable homeownership. 

Is the Office of Housing considering the 24th street property? 

No, the property is too small. 

Has consideration been given to tiny houses? 

Office of Housing only builds housing that demonstrates a return on investment 

of 50 years - tiny houses don't do that. 

Can Office of Housing buy the property, put in services, leave trees and other 

habitat, and rent the land to "leaseholders" that would build their own tiny 

house? This is happening in Texas. 

Office of Housing has not seen this type of arrangement but will Google for more 

information. 

What about affordable family housing (e.g., 3 bedroom homes)? 

It is a model that Office of Housing is looking at. 

Is Office of Housing still accepting developer applications? 

Yes, applications can be submitted anytime. 

Is there a huge application process? 

Yes. 

How is affordable housing guaranteed? 

27 
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Answer: 

Question: 

Answer: 

Question: 

Answer: 

Covenants are placed on the land. If the housing doesn't stay affordable, it can 

be foreclosed on. 

Would affordable housing affect property taxes? 

??? 

What is meant by nonresidential use allowed on the ground floor for the Loyal 

Heights property? 

This is a holdover and probably would not happen. Housing dollars don't 

subsidize non-housing uses. 

Comment from Office of Housing: 

It would be a new for Office of Housing to use acquisition dollars to buy from another City of 

Seattle Department. 

Note: 

President of Phinney Ridge Community Council, Alice Poggi, invited Office of Housing to attend 

a meeting. Her email is phinneyridge.council@gmail.com 

28 



< CITY LIGHT'S NW SUBSTATION 

( 

( 

PROPERTY DISPOSITION PROJECT 
COMMENT/QUESTION SHEET 

Your ema,il address (if you want a response): 

Comment/Question: 

':7pvtG01 ,sh,oJ) ~Q_ c fY!t1e01eJ ~ ~J 

~{'ou./1 ~ SCbG@ L CovnvY/uV"li* QM~ / , . l I d • 

90Ci. yahk or occ\,,,ch ~). 

29 



( 

CITY LIGHT'S NW SUBSTATION 
PROPERTY DISPOSITION PROJECT 

COMMENT/QUESTION SHEET 

Your email address (if you want a response): 

CommenUQuestion: 

I t I 

I ~I h fAJ{, 8 4);,., , 

6-0 /ovr- c/-- ~Or/I/ ,µMU yfr1 
I 

01-7/J 1 k'11_,1v; ~ s11 t- lo ~ ct h µtl/&f. 



( 

( 

CITY LIGHT'S NW SUBSTATION 
PROPERTY DISPOSITION PROJECT 

COMMENT/QUESTION SHEET 

Your email address (if you want a response): 

• I 
\ \ 

Comment/Question: 

31 



City Light's NW Seattle 
Property Disposition Project 

Comment/Question Sheet 

Your email address (if you want a response): 

J 
----~~· 

- ' I - · , • • I' I 

v 

Comment/Question: 

~~~~-+~~~~~aY~s~~a~s_J_~~~~-=-.L__~l'n~c~1 5 
~~ 

u ~(j;l JJs l feel it ,'5 cl1~ ~f~-~ ~ 
~~~~~~~~~-1--~~~__:__!_~~_:_::_~~~ ~~ 

o-t-~\i\Q u~ 1-v rvs~\.\~s~V1>v9~ 1 ~ ll-t VtouJ. ~ 



City Light's NW Seattle 
Property Disposition Project 

Comment/Question Sheet 

Your email address (if you want a response): 

v 
Comment/Question: 

· .5otG'G1'l- . 1/tlf::.- 5'CHlf'~L. tf/f<@ufle>> ,.+efE- J21fiN;.ct1-'f 

I · · t .. , ~ 
A-01dc6yr, ~JH,~ L!ttvD t\.JJttG-1:;U~L,/c ~1w~ 
~ . 

33 



( 
City Light's N Seattle 

Property Disposition Project 
Comment/Question Sheet 

Your email address (if you want a response): 
I I 

~·I '• --

" ------~-----------· ~ OrkA\1 ~· -::: / ~ I 1 oA- n ... t<!L._ f> vJJ f 1 1 ( r '""""' A' ?.-~ { D)U I /DJ(j ~(J:A.... \JO ~ t./vltc v 

Comment/ uestion: · 

._ W:4 fiVe-reAfrI6 ~s'J~ 114 07,r -de--e tf ).Ps 
! 

()pr&J 5' o-ce r~ 517~ . fffl 9°~. ·-(lie~; <Z ~.ct.-
. } ~ fro v}:_ uJ r b •j 

( Mofl'f o~ r?e..<./ f q._b ~ ~ lt-1-1),r . 74, b,;,fJ.t,.jS s-v;t,e,-O""o 

. '~f/!"~~-
-.. f frf..r:J' ~J- Ir Nd a. b 1-1 tr11 AJ-f ,,,J jJ~~'b . ~d rJ ~-.----,-A -

w .1'l ~ pq;;s-r 1 .1L.. +.)C11 °'~~,1-; ~ t tL'l,h>/ -/liPt-E d' q~ 

,.,.rr..7 --h 'Tu~_. /tf.e.,,,, tf r<>pb . 

- -fk_ Co /V/;'<lt//J'I/ N~ . ~ f~p-jiS <£O fa4: S, 

sr.J r;~vt!) -+('<Qi, + b,"'J ~~# e fo cbl- pr4:r (JflF lA__ 

~eJJdy,.. 
. I 

~ 5 V-Vl rZ- c:t/,,7 °"' sA1e-



( 

( 

I 

\ 

City Light's NW Seattle 
Property Disposition Project 

Comment/Question Sheet 

Your email address (if you want a response): 

~ 

---- -···· 
v 

Comment/Question: 

C0 c,e,,V, v o (A 18 1 V'(, 

35 



( 

( 

PUBLIC HEARING 

SEATTLE CITY LIGHT'S DISPOSITION OF 

SEVEN FORtv1ER SUBSTATION SITES IN NW SEATTLE 

NOVE1:1BER 16, 2017, 7:00 P.M. 

PUBLIC Ca1YIENTS 

MARLIS J. DeJONGH & ASSOCIATES 
1400 HUBBELL, SUITE 1510, SEATTLE, WA 98101 

206.583.8711 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS RE: DISPOSITION OF. SEVEN FORMER SUBSTATION SITES - 11/16/2017 

1 ELAINE IKE: My name is Elaine Ike. I began 

2 working with Seattle Green Spaces in June of 2014, when 

3 there were many substations over in West Seattle that 

4 were going to go through the disposition process, and we 

5 were aware then that some of the most beautiful 

6 substations existed over here in Ballard at that time, 

7 and so we've also been working with community groups in 

8 Ballard about the substation properties. 

9 At one time there were about 145 substation 

10 properties, and now we're down to the final, what is it, 

11 20, something like that, and I believe that our City 

12 processes for the disposition process are mired in the 

13 past. They are not adequate for our present, where there 

14 has been so much growth in the Seattle area. There are 

15 other uses, and I think communities, the people in 

16 Ballard, have already indicated that they would prefer 

17 these pieces of public land to remain as P-Patches, as 

18 points of green space, and yet we don't have the 

19 processes by the City whereby we can save these places. 

20 So, I would like to propose that these 

21 substation properties be held for another five years so 

22 that the City can catch up with the reality of the 

23 present and get some of the processes enacted that would 

24 

25 

allow us to preserve what open space remains. It's not 

only the substation properties. There are other public 

MARLIS J. DeJONGH & ASSOCIATES 
1400 HUBBELL, SUITE 1510, SEATTLE, WA 98101 

206.583.8711 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS RE: DISPOSITION OF SEVEN FORMER SUBSTATION SITES - 11/16/2017 

lands owned by the City of Seattle that need a chance at 

preservation. We need to make allowances for growth, we 

need to make allowances for housing, but we also need to 

make allowances for green space. 

So, I don't want to speak for those of you who 

live in Ballard. I live in West Seattle, but my 

grandkids live over here, and I want them to have green 

spaces where they can walk to. I want there to be trees 

left on properties. So, that's my vision, and I believe 

that there are a few of these substations -- there's one 

substation, the one in Phinney, that might be adequate 

for affordable, or not affordable, low-income housing, 

but I don't see the need to convert some of these other 

green spaces right now. 

(End of comment.) 

MARLIS J. DeJONGH & ASSOCIATES 
1400 HUBBELL, SUITE 1510, SEATTLE, WA 98101 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS RE: DISPOSITION OF SEVEN FORMER SUBSTATION SITES - 11/16/2017 
4 

JEAN DARSIE: My apologies. I got this at the 

last minute, and I didn't hear about the original meeting, 

so I don't have the information about the question I was 

asking. 

As most of you know, we have a growing 

homelessness problem, and we need places for people to be 

and to be safely. The encampment on Market Street is 

moving today, tomorrow and the next day. They're having 

difficulty. The City is struggling to find places for 

them to go. I am looking at some of these properties and 

thinking this might have been an alternative for them. 

I see these, the number of encampments, 

increasing because the growing population of homeless 

people is growing and people are dying out there, dying 

on the street. We've got to find places for them to be, 

and these managed encampments have proven to be quite 

successful. So, I think we should be using some of these 

properties for that purpose, and ultimately, when we get 

a handle on the homelessness crisis, then these can be 

turned into parks planted with trees and all the green 

spaces that we need as well, but I don't think we should 

be trading human liv~s for plants at this point. 

(Erid of comment.) 

MARLIS J. DeJONGH & ASSOCIATES 
1400 HUBBELL, SUITE 1510, SEATTLE, WA 98101 

206.583.8711 
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.PUBLIC COMMENTS RE: DISPOSITION OF SEVEN FORMER SUBSTATION SITES - 11/16/2017 

1 JULIE PHEASANT-ALBRIGHT: I am a fourth-

2 generation not just Ballardite, Sunset Hillite. My 

3 95-year-old mom still lives in my grandparents' house. I 

4 object vehemently to any idea of having any homelessness 

5 encampment on Sunset Hill. We have enough problems 

6 already with the crime from the people down on Market 

7 Street. 

8 I would like to see that property used as 

9 parks, and I think the Parks Department is a little 

10 shortsighted, because if they consider the lookout at 

11 Sunset, the Sunset lookout as a park, a few hundred feet 

12 of grass, the next park is at my old grade school. The 

13 Nordic Heritage Museum is vacating that this weekend, and 

14 the City of Seattle, the School District is taking it 

15 back. So, we don't know what will happen to that park. 

16 It's 20 blocks to the nearest access to Golden 

17 Gardens from 65th up north. That's just the access. 

18 It's miles to the nearest park. So, we're woefully short 

19 on parks in Sunset Hill, but I would hope that they would 

20 never have a homeless encampment on 65th and 32nd. There 

21 is absolutely no bus service, that the City basically 

22 

23 

24 

25 

canceled. There are no services whatsoever. It is a 

very inappropriate place. Thank you. 

(End of comment.) 

MARLIS J. DeJONGH & ASSOCIATES 
1400 HUBBELL, SUITE 1510, SEATTLE, WA 98101 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS RE: DISPOSITION OF SEVEN FORMER SUBSTATION SITES - 11/16/2017 

HADYN HAMMERMAN: I am just going to get right 

into it because I have a lot to say and not a lot of 

time. My name is Hadyn Hammerman, and I'm here 

representing and speaking on behalf of my family that 

owns property at 7746 28th Avenue, directly adjacent and 

south of the Loyal Heights substation. The following 

statement pertains to the Loyal Heights substation. 

So, first off, I want to talk about trees. 

There are multiple large trees that straddle the border 

of our property at 7746 28th Avenue NW. The trees in 

question are on the northern border of our property, 

approximately three feet south of the chain-link fence 

that lies along the southern border of Loyal Heights 

station. Our family has measured these trees, and in 

keeping with DR 16-2008, they qualify as exceptional 

trees. These trees truly are exceptional, being the 

largest trees in the neighborhood. We are not arborists, 

but our understanding is that three of these trees are 

Douglas firs and two of them Western cedars, red cedars. 

We have had concerns about Seattle Light's 

harming the trees from digging and dumping in the back of 

the lot, including some activity close to the fence line. 

Recent tree removal on the Loyal Heights substation in 

2016, I think, and digging and cleaning at the front of 

the lot was and is of serious concern to us, as the roots 

MARLIS J. DeJONGH & ASSOCIATES 
1400 HUBBELL, SUITE 1510, SEATTLE, WA 98101 

206.583.8711 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS RE: DISPOSITION OF SEVEN FORMER SUBSTATION SITES - 11/16/2017 

1 of the trees on the property line extend into the Loyal 

2 Heights substation. 

3 It is our understanding that Seattle's Tree 

4 Protection Ordinance pertains ~o these exceptional trees, 

5 and that because of the size of their crowns and root 

6 system, the development on the property at 7750 28th 

7 Avenue NW could be substantially changed by the presence 

8 of these exceptional trees along the property line. 

9 So, next, actually a little bit more, we heard 

10 at a recent public information session that it is 

11 possible the proposed development could be placed as 

12 close as five feet to the boundary line, and we believe 

13 that this would negatively impact these exceptional trees 

14 and might not be legal. The boundary in question also 

15 affects the trees. There is some -- our property and the 

16 placement of the property line fence are disputed. So, 

17 if the Loyal Heights substation does reach farther south 

18 than the fence line, parts of these trees, including 

19 portions of their trunk, may cross the property line. 

20 is important we determine where it is or whether these 

21 trees actually do, because it may not be legal to build 

22 that close. 

23 MR. METZLER: Thank you, Hadyn. 

24 HADYN HAMMERMAN: I have a little bit more to 

25 say, if that's all right, just a little bit more. 

MARLIS J. DeJONGH & ASSOCIATES 
1400 HUBBELL, SUITE 1510, SEATTLE, WA 98101 

206.583.8711 

It 

7 

42 



{ 

PUBLIC COMMENTS RE: DISPOSITION OF SEVEN FORMER SUBSTATION SITES - 11/16/2017 

1 So, I want to talk about parks. The location 

2 of the Loyal Heights substation is right at a nine-minute 

3 walk from any other park. So, it is a good place for 

4 another park. That's about all I have to say, I guess. 

5 Thank you on behalf of the Hammerman family. 

6 (End of comment.) 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS RE: DISPOSITION OF SEVEN FORMER SUBSTATION SITES - 11/16/2017 

1 SIERRA DUNCAN: Hi. I'm Sierra. This is 

2 actually Natalie right next to me. I'm part of a group 

3 called Plant-for-the-Planet, which is a kid-run group 

4 that tries to help stop climate change by planting trees, 

5 which I think is really important. 

6 The way I think about this is that this land 

7 could be turned into two things, which is green space or 

8 it could be covered in concrete, and it's really, really 

9 important for youth and children, like me and Natalie, to 

10 have this green space in our future. We want to be able 

11 to go outside and see trees and really just live until 

12 we're old and have children of our own and so those 

13 

14 

15' 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

children can have green space. So, it's really important 

for us to have a nice space to be in. 

(End of comment.) 

MARLIS J. DeJONGH & ASSOCIATES 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS RE: DISPOSITION OF SEVEN FORMER SUBSTATION SITES - 11/16/2017 
10 

1 RENEE DUNCAN: So, my name is Renee, and I am 

2 Sierra's mother, and Natalie was feeling passionate about 

3 this issue, but it's tough for a kid sometimes to talk, 

4 and so I'm going to speak for her. 

5 I do a lot of driving and taking kids around 

6 with Plant-for-the-Planet that feel very passionate about 

7 saving green spaces for their peers, kids who have 

8 asthma, kids who, you know, don't actually even get out 

9 to enjoy the outdoors as much as my kids, or some of the 

10 kids that go to our school, because we have programs that 

11 actually do get kids out into nature, but it's so 

12 important to so many of them. 

13 And, I think the one time when my daughter was 

14 speaking to City Council, the Attorney General started to 

15 squirm when she said, "You know, you talk about the 

16 money, you talk about so many different kinds of things, 

17 but this is my future. You're saying that you don't have 

18 enough money or you don't have the will or you don't 

19 have -- you have so many other problems but this, the 

20 trees, the air that I breathe, the water that the trees 

21 cleanse that go into the rivers, that go into the Puget 

22 Sound. This is my future." 

23 And, I think that that's why Natalie came along 

24 with Sierra, and there were five other kids who told her 

25 that she wanted to come, or they wanted to come when they 

MARLIS J. DeJONGH & ASSOCIATES 
1400 HUBBELL, SUITE 1510, SEATTLE, WA 98101 

206.583.8711 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS RE: DISPOSITION OF SEVEN FORMER SUBSTATION SITES - 11/16/2017 
11 

1 heard at lunch that there was an opportunity here to 

2 speak up, and, you know, they were busy and they had 

3 soccer games, and they weren't able to get it together to 

4 have their parents come, but it's something that the kids 

5 feel passionate about. 

6 (End of comment.) 
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1 PEGGY STURDIVANT: I brought props, because 

2 what I want you to see is, this isn't the first time that 

3 the community has had to go to bat for a substation. 

4 Back before they changed the process and bundled them 

5 together, when they announced the first time the sale of 

6 Sunset, there was a group that had a DON Grant and spent, 

7 I don't know how many hours, days, months working on a 

8 plan that would have involved artists, work studios and 

9 community solar, but at the time that wasn't, you know, 

10 considered to be of interest. 

11 So, now it takes a lot of time to build the 

12 support to get the grants, to get a nonprofit to be able 

13 to do something in a piece of land. These are pieces of 

14 land that the communities always considered theirs. They 

15 were landscaped. What I'm asking is for more time so 

16 that each community can be part of the process of 

17 determining what is the best use, is it artist studios, 

18 is it a P-Patch. In the meantime they could be rented 

19 for fair market value, as the City has already been 

20 renting the Market Street substation for the temporary 

21 encampment. 

22 So, there is a precedent. I think these have a 

23 greater value in the future and selling them now is 

24 incredibly shortsighted. Their value is unknown to us at 

25 this point, and if they net $4 million, that is really 
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nothing 

asset. 

compared to what they could do as a community 

Thanks. 

(End of comment.) 
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1 JIM JAHN: My name is Jim Jahn. I'm the 

2 current owner of Auto Connections Seattle, and the 

3 property No. 6, which is 1414 NW Leary Way. We're 

4 completely different, in the way that we have been a 

5 paying tenant at this address, than the other properties, 

6 which are all land and dirt. We've been there 12 years 

7 and love the location, love the site, and would really 

8 appreciate the City Council entertaining keeping us in 

9 there as long-term tenants and not moving us out. I 

10 currently am employing four people. We are an automotive 

11 sales operation there that generates lots of tax revenue, 

12 sales tax, B&O tax. I mean, for me it's a positive 

13 situation for the City Council to entertain and consider. 

14 My sister owns a business right next door to 

15 me. We both grew up and have lived in the Queen 

16 Anne/Ballard area our entire lives. We're going to fight 

17 our way to try to keep this location, keep it as a 

18 functioning successful business, and would really 

19 appreciate the City Council's consideration on keeping us 

20 there. 

21 (End of comment.) 
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1 AMOS CORDOVA: My name is Amos Cordova, and 

2 this is my wife, Patty Jahn. We own the property next 

3 door to Jim's and currently hold a permit from Seattle 

4 City Light on this property for the last 12 years, and 

5 our position on this is that we think that it should be a 

6 community area value that we decide on these properties, 

7 whether green space, whether use for businesses, like 

8 Jim's property is used right now, which is unique to all 

9 of these seven ~roperties. It probably shouldn't even be 

10 on this list because it is not a vacant property. It is 

11 the only one with a building on it, the only one with 

12 utilities on it, and it fronts on Leary. 

13 It's also zoned industrial. It's the only 

14 property here that has an industrial zoning, which 

15 doesn't have the value that some of these L2's and some 

16 of these single-family zonings have; and our position is 

17 that there is enough that the City Council is trying to 

18 do to help the business in this area, and we would like 

19 to see them continue that with our area there at Leary 

20 Way. 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Thank you. 

(End of comment.) 
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1 SARA JOHNSON: So, I am part of the group that 

2 just spoke. I am the tenant next door, and I have been 

3 in business in Queen Anne and Ballard for 26 years; and 

4 my thought of this, not only do I think that this space 

5 is very different than the green spaces out there that 

6 you are offering up to a possible sale, this is an 

7 industrial space. It carries a small business, and I 

8 have recently had to move from my previous space to this 

9 wonderful space that I'm in in Ballard, and there are not 

10 a lot of spaces for small businesses. It's very hard. 

11 We do pay a lot of taxes. I personally employ 

12 13 people. I like to have the community of the neighbors 

13 that we have, and that we're having all of these great 

14 small businesses that bring in both industrial and other 

15 local businesses that are great to the community both for 

16 spending money, for paying taxes and for bringing money 

17 into the city. 

18 And, in addition to that, I can't -- I own a 

19 business. I'm not quite sure how this onetime sale, 

20 under a million dollars, nets you a better profit than a 

21 continual income to be reaching out on a long-term lease. 

22 That just doesn't make sense to me, being a small 

23 

24 

25 

business owner. Thank you. 

(End of comment.) 
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1 JOHN.CASEY: My name is John Casey. I 

2 currently work for Auto Connections Seattle in Ballard. 

3 I have done that for 12 years. I really enjoy working in 

4 Ballard. The people around there are fantastic. We have 

5 a lot of good clients that come from all over the United 

6 States to buy cars in Ballard and we ship them all over. 

7 I just got a call a couple of hours ago, a guy, that 

8 we're sending a car to Alaska. 

9 So, we do a really good job in Ballard. I like 

10 working there and I would like to continue working in 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Ballard. If the City would let us stay there, I would 

like to do that. Thank you very much. 

(End of comment.) 
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1 ANNE BRINK: I am Anne Brink. I remember David 

2 Brink, who was parks director in Kirkland, and 50 years 

3 ago he had the foresight and was able to convince the 

4 City Council of a vision of buying as much vacant land as 

5 they could, and you can.see the results of that today, 

6 Kirkland has lots and lots of green spaces, and I think 

7 it was really hard back then because they didn't have a 

8 lot of money, but they foresaw the future and so they set 

9 aside some of the vacant land. 

10 We have a park plan, and it's a seven-year 

11 plan, and there are gaps in the area where these green 

12 spaces are, but they're like a block out of the gap, 

13 across the street from the gap boundary, etc., etc. 

14 I think it's really important that -- and the 

15 Parks Department said, "Well, we don't have the money 

16 right now." And I said, "Well, when you do have the 

17 money, there won't be any green spaces left." And they 

18 go, "Oh, we' 11 just tear down the houses." And I said, 

19 "Really?" 

20 So, I think we should set these sites aside, 

21 the ones that aren't being used, and keep them until the 

22 Parks Department can catch up with their seven-year plan, 

23 because their plan is to have more parks and green spaces 

24 in this area. 

25 So, I wanted you to just think about this, how 
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1 many trees we could put on each lot, and the North Beach 

2 site, we could put 54 trees; Loyal Heights, 72 trees; 

3 Sunset Hill, 54 trees; Ballard, 54 trees; Monroe, 40 

4 trees; Leary, 81 trees, but I like the small businesses, 

5 so maybe you could have 10 trees. 

6 

7 

8 

9 
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UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER ONE: How about five? 

ANNE BRINK: Eight? 

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER ONE: Done. 

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER TWO: I'll go for eight. 

ANNE BRINK: Phinney, we could have 50 trees. 

We could have 405 trees. And how many million dollars, 

four? $4 million, 405 trees. 

(End of comment.) 
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KAREN CARLSON: Hello. I'm coming as a 

customer of small businesses in Ballard. My name is 

Karen, and I am a patron of both Java Jahn and Auto 

Connections. I bought my first car at Auto Connections 

probably about ten years ago and have bought several 

since then. I have sent my family members to buy cars 

there. I have my best friend from California who flew up 

there to buy a car and drove it back down. I recommend 

it to my staff, and or my coworkers and anyone I know, 

because this business is truly representative of what a 

small business should be, and we can't lose these small 

businesses in Seattle because we're being taken over by 

the large businesses that we all know, Amazon and such. 

I think we need to hang onto these places. 

This property is very different. They're 

paying rent, they're successful, they're paying taxes. I 

don't see any reason to change it at this point; and, if 

nothing more, hanging onto the property for at least five 

more years makes perfect sense. I echo those sentiments, 

because it can only appreciate and continue to generate 

revenue for the City. Thank you. 

(End of comment.) 
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1 MICHAEL OXMAN: Hi, friends. I'm Michael 

2 Oxman. I'm an arborist. So, I just wanted to let you 

3 know that King County Council has a goal to plant one 

4 million trees. So, where are we going to put these 

5 trees? I think on these substation properties would be a 

6 fantastic place. 

7 I went to the Urban Forestry Commission's 

8 annual joint meeting with staff that works for the City, 

9 that handles their urban forestry, and there was a 

10 bombshell dropped there by the city arborist with Seattle 

11 Department of Transportation, and he said that they had 

12 grossly misunderestimated their population of trees that 

13 are in the city right-of-ways by 50,000 trees. So, I 

14 just wanted to point out that we have a canopy cover 

15 survey that changed over five percent in four years, and 

16 so we're talking about a million and a half trees and 

17 they misunderestimated that by several hundred thousand 

18 trees. The City has inexact science that they're using, 

19 and this process of divesting surplus assets is typical 

20 of that. 

21 And, when you talk about the green space, the 

22 developers have a chokehold on our city council members 

23 for the reelection campaign fund contributions. So, our 

24 city council members are politicians that depend on 

25 reelection, and the only way they can get reelected is if 
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1 the development community pays into their fund, and of 

2 course when you have conflicting goals, such as more 

3 housing needed and more green space needed, guess which 

4 one wins? 

5 We have this compromise down at City Hall, and 

6 the politicians are compromising in favor of concrete, 

7 and unfortunately tree roots cannot live in concrete. We 

8 have some laws that say that the feeder root zone is 

9 double the drip line of the tree. In a conversation that 

10 I had today with the Department of Construction and 

11 Inspection, he told me today that they have never 

12 enforced that drip line protection since it was passed in 

13 2009. 

14 So, we have a bunch of goals that don't reflect 

15 our situation, we have a bunch of policies that don't 

16 reflect our situation, and we have some compromised 

17 political situations that result in us doing massive 

18 clear-cuts, and this is just one more tool of 

19 development. Thank you. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

(End of comment.) 
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1 THOR DODSON: With the advent of climate 

2 change, food security will be an increasing issue. The 

3 City of Seattle should have public land and labor for 

4 growing trees, planting crops and raising chickens. Such 

5 an effort, fueled by city farmers as well as local 

6 volunteers, people are eager to learn about this, connect 

7 to the land they live on, be part of the food they're 

8 eating, will not only decrease Seattle's dependence on 

9 the industrial agricultural system but also increase our 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 
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25 

resilience to climate change. And, that's everything I 

wanted to say. Thank you. 

(End of comment.) 
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1 SUSAN DARLING: Hello. My name is Susan 

2 Darling, and I live near the Loyal Heights substation. I 

3 definitely want it for green space, and please do not cut 

4 down those beautiful green trees. I have many, many 

5 neighbors here tonight. We love those trees. Don't cut 

6 them down. 

7 And, also, I would like to say that the Loyal 

8 Heights Elementary School has recently paved over their 

9 playground. There is no place nearby for the children, 

10 and we're having more children move into our neighborhood, 

11 there is no place nearby for them to go and play in a 

12 playground or a green space. They can't walk down to 

13 Golden Gardens the 250 steps; I went down. Sunset Hill 

14 is very far away. The community play field is very far 

15 away. They would have to have cross busy streets. 

16 So, please keep that space as green space, a 

17 P-Patch, something where the children can go and have 

18 some green space. Keep those beautiful very old fir 

19 trees; and keep in mind, please, that other substations 

20 can be used, as other speakers have said, to keep green 

21 space in Seattle. We definitely need it. Thank you very 

22 much. 

23 (End of comment.) 

24 

25 
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1 DAVE BOYD: My name is Dave Boyd. I've been on 

2 the board of Groundswell NW for 20 years. I've been a 

3 Ballard resident for 30 years, coming on 30 years. 

4 Groundswell has been working to create community parks 

5 and habitat in Northwest Seattle for 25 years plus. 

6 The 1991 Parks Comp Plan showed, that Ballard 

7 had the least open space per capita of any Seattle 

8 neighborhood outside of downtown. We have made some 

9 gains, but we have also gained a huge amount of 

10 population, so I'm sure we are even further behind the 

11 curve now. To address that, we've tried to promote 

12 keeping public lands in public hands and that everybody 

13 should be able to walk to some public open space without 

14 having to cross an arterial. They should be able to send 

15 their kids to a public open space. 

16 In '95, '96, we did an open space inventory for 

17 the whole district, and one thing that we identified 

18 there were these nine City Light substations as 

19 opportunities. That was reinforced in the '98 Crown 

20 Hill/Ballard Neighborhood Plan, which identified all of 

21 those for potential community use. The City's response 

22 at that time was that they would be considered on a 

23 case-by-case basis. At this point, having to deal with 

24 seven of these at once, puts us at a disadvantage as an 

25 all-volunteer group. That's a big task to take on, the 
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1 potential of all s~ven. 

2 You might say that was a long time ago. Just 

3 three years ago we updated our open space plan and, 

4 again, reaffirmed that these were valuable assets to be 

5 considered for public use. The Parks Gap Analysis needs 

6 to take into consideration arterials and topography, not 

7 just walksheds; and I think if those things were taken 

8 into account and school open space, or the lack thereof, 

9 some of these would serve a need. 

10 The P-Patch program also needs to be heard 

11 from. We have heard from the new director that they 

12 weren't, they didn't weigh in on these, and they do need 

13 to. We need more time to build community support, to 

14 explore options and to raise funds, especially for Loyal, 

15 Sunset, Monroe and North Beach. Those are our top 

16 priorities. 

17 I would encourage anybody who is interested in 

18 any of these to contact me at this meeting, after the 

19 meeting I'll stay to the end, or to contact Groundswell 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

through our website. Thank you. 

(End of comment.) 
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ROBERT DRUCKER: My concern is that the rules 

for disposition of City Light property have changed. 

Council legislation that was passed in 1998 specified 

that the parcels would be considered one by one, and 

criteria included consideration of the neighborhood plans 

that had been adopted in 1998. Twenty years ago these 

neighborhood plans called specifically for public use of 

the substations. The last time City Light tried to sell 

the Sunset substation, those are the rules the community 

played by. 

Two or three years ago City Light asked the 

City Council to change the rules. That's why City Light 

is allowed to sell seven parcels at once. Notification 

rules changed. That's why so many in this community 

haven't been informed about this sale. We would indeed 

have to watch City Council like a hawk to be aware of 

this change. City Light certainly never informed the 

community. Because the rules have changed, this sale 

should be postponed. Thank you. 

(End of comment.) 
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MARY FLECK: Hi. I'm Mary Fleck from Seattle 

Green Spaces Coalition. The City has lost sight of 

something, the fact that we are human beings and that we 

breathe air and that we drink water, that we have 

offspring and we raise them, and the City has lost sight 

of the fact that we need green space and trees for our 

health. That's part of liveability. It's just not all 

about houses and buildings, but places to live and 

breathe. 

The City has no long-range planning that 

they're actually implementing for green spaces in our 

communities. There is one estimate by the City that says 

we're going to need 434 more acres more of green space to 

accommodate our growing population, but the City doesn't 

actually have a plan to have this happen. Instead, 

they're selling off properties, and it's unfair to ask us 

community members to do the City's job. There is a way 

that the City can keep these for public benefit, because 

we have a lot of money that the C~ty has called REIT 

money and there are millions of dollars. Now, the City 

can purchase the land from Seattle City Light to allow it 

to be used for public benefit, renting it to community 

groups for P-Patches or recreation. 

was 

So, here's what you need to do: Coming tonight 

great, but it's all going to be recorded, right? 
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Council@seattle.gov, council@seattle.gov. Email your 

City council members now or tomorrow or to.night and tell 

them we want a five-year delay, and we want the City to 

make it possible for these to be used for community 

benefit. It's in the neighborhood plans. 

And, also, on your way out, please get our 

little flyer. You can check us on Facebook. And please 

sign our yellow sheet to keep informed. After you email 

your council members, get in touch with us and find out 

what else you can do. Thank you. 

(End of comment.) 
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JANNA STERN: Hi. My name is Janna Stern, and 

I work for Auto Connections Seattle. I, ironically, got 

to spend the last four days in the rain forest over at 

Quinault, and I got to go on this nature walk this last 

weekend with this lady that hugged the trees and told me 

the story about how the trees rose up into the sky, 

right, and became the red cedar. 

And, ironically, I sell cars, the one thing 

that we know has a need of having trees to clean that 

air, right? But one of the things about selling cars 

that I often hear about is, what are you doing selling 

cars. I don't even like cars. That's the thing. I like 

helping people through a process that is frustrating, 

kind of like these people over here, they're supposed to 

be helping us through a process that is frustrating. 

I get to work for Jim Jahn, who I have known 

since the year 2000, and I was invited to join he and 

John in 2014, and I get to work in Ballard and I get to 

help people make decisions for something that is going to 

affect how they get to their jobs and what they do, and 

what is going to be right for their family, and I would 

like to keep doing that in Ballard because we need people 

every single day that come in and say, "Wow, this is 

really a better experience in buying a car." 

And, I know that the job of the City to sell 
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1 property and make money doesn't have anything to do with 

2 the idea of how it is I help people make a decision to 

3 buy a car, but I also know that having businesses that 

4 pay taxes and that provide jobs and that do good for the 

5 community make it a better place to live. So, I hope the 

6 City will consider letting Auto Connections Seattle stay 

7 in the property where we've been, please. 

8 (End of comment.) 
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1 HANNAH HICKEY: Hi. My name is Hannah Hickey. 

2 I live about two blocks away from the Loyal Heights 

3 substation. I have two kids who are six and nine. 

4 And, I don't argue that it makes sense for 

5 Seattle City Light to dispose of these properties and· 

6 help balance its books, but it makes no sense in the 

7 broader context of Seattle for us to give up public land. 

8 Seattle is growing, Loyal Heights is growing, Sunset Hill 

9 is growing. I just saw the plan last week. The area 

10 just east of this is planned for sale and the area in the 

11 north in Crown Hill, and I support those moves, but you 

12 have to have amenities for all those people. 

13 Loyal Heights Elementary is in the middle of 

14 being rebuilt. They are expanding the school and they're 

15 expanding the building space at the expense of the 

16 playground. So, there is a lot of pushback from families 

17 who are unhappy that this playground is going to be 

18 halved in size, but the school says that they need to 

19 plan for these children in the future, and the families 

20 say where are these children going to play. 

21 So, I pass by the Loyal Heights substation 

22 every day several times, and it is a perfect location for 

23 a park. Maybe from a map it looks like there's lots of 

24 green space around here, but, as other people have said, 

25 there really isn't. One of the big green spaces is down 
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1 to Golden Gardens. That's a steep embankment. It's not 

2 a place for people to gather or kids to play. And, what 

3 we want is not places, parks that people would drive to; 

4 we want just a small place that people could walk to with 

5 their kids, meet their neighbors, and then get back in 

6 time for lunch or nap time. 

7 Seattle is really lacking in these types of 

8 spaces. I've seen in other places smaller pieces of land 

9 in much less promising locations been made into wonderful 

10 space, and I'm excited about the possibilities for the 

11 Loyal Heights substation in particular. Yeah, it just 

12 seems crazy to me or at least incredibly shortsighted to 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

sell this land. We need to delay the decision and plan 

for the future. 

(End of comment.) 
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1 DEAN HOSHIZAKI: I would like to take a quick 

2 survey of the people here. Let the record show there is 

3 approximately 60, 65 people here. I assume you can all 

4 hear me. Okay, great. 

5 If you had three choices of these properties 

6 and their disposition, since this is a disposition 

7 meeting, of the choices of public, a nongovernment 

8 organization, such as a church, school or club, or a 

9 private individual, I would like the record to show how 

10 many people of this group would choose for the public to 

11 keep the properties. Let the record show it is almost 

12 unanimous. 

13 Given a choice between a nongovernment 

14 organization and a private individual, what would be your 

15 choice? How many people would have a nongovernment 

16 organization, such as a church, school or club, take 

17 these properties? 

18 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: As opposed to a private 

19 individual? 

20 DEAN HOSHIZAKI: As opposed to a private 

21 individual. 

22 

23 

24 

25 

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Or a nonprofit? 

DEAN HOSHIZAKI: Nonprofit, yes. Someone who 

benefits the community. Let the record show maybe 

70 percent. 
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1 And that's all I have to say. I would just 

2 like to say thank you to the people who work for Seattle 

3 for your efforts. 

4 (End of comment.) 
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1 SUE LENANDER: Hi, everybody. My name is Sue 

2 Lenander. I volunteer with a group of kids, 

3 Plan-for-the-Planet. It is an organization that was 

4 started by a fourth-grader in Germany in 2007, and now 

5 they're in 193 countries and there's 64,000 kids who have 

6 gone through training to learn the most important thing 

7 that there is to know for this generation, that we have 

8 climate change because we have too much carbon in our 

9 atmosphere and that we have to plant a trillion trees to 

10 sequester all of that carbon and put it back into the 

11 ground. That's the best way to get that carbon back and 

12 to turn climate change around, and so it doesn't make any 

13 sense for us to keep putting dollars and profits ahead of 

14 what our planet needs and what our children need. 

15 This land is their land, and because of my 

16 generation, me driving cars and taking trips all over the 

17 world and living a really good life, I'm leaving my kids 

18 and my grandchildren a broken planet. So, I want to do 

19 everything possible until the day I die to turn climate 

20 change around so my kids have a chance to have a 

21 habitable planet, and that means trees are 50 percent of 

22 the solution for climate change. They're trying to spend 

23 billions of dollars to come up with some crazy ideas to 

24 find vacuum cleaners to suck carbon out of the air, when 

25 all we have to do is just plant a tree; and that's, by 
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1 the way, we get 50 percent of the oxygen, every breath 

2 that you take, from trees and the other half from the 

3 oceans. So, we have to take care of the oceans and we 

4 need to take care of our trees. 

5 I appreciate you all coming tonight, and for 

6 the kids, the future kids, it's really important for us 

7 to give our lives now to help them have a good future. 

8 Thank you. 

9 (End of comment.) 
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1 VALERIE MILLER: Hi. Good evening. My name is 

2 Valerie Miller, and I am speaking also on behalf of the 

3 Hammerman family. They're adopted family to me, lifelong 

4 friends, and I am their real estate agent. So, I am the 

5 "to be continued" from their wonderful son Hadyn, who 

6 talked a lot about the interests of their family as 

7 opposed, or in regards to the Loyal Heights substation. 

8 They have some concerns that they want to make 

9 sure are known. One, is that there is a dispute on the 

10 property boundary. So, there is a fence in the area that 

11 they have been maintaining and solely using for 17 years. 

12 So, there's not -- there's a little bit of question about 

13 that. 

14 There is a big question about determining the 

15 appropriate rights and protections as they relate to the 

16 exceptional trees on the property, and it includes 

17 understanding what the development limitations are on the 

18 property before it is sold. It is necessary to establish 

19 the fair market value of the property, as it is sold 

20 internally, to the Office of Housing, Parks and 

21 Recreatioh Department or any other City entity, or to a 

22 developer, given the size of the crowns of the trees and 

23 the type of the development that can be put on the 

24 substation property because of the roots and the crowns 

25 of the trees. This should be established, obviously, 
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before the property is sold. 

Now, the Hammerman family has been instrumental 

in creating a grassroots organization that saved a 

hundred-acre parcel in the city of Mukilteo that is now 

owned by the City of Mukilteo and is enjoyed as a public 

property called the Japanese Gulch. They would 

defin£tely have an interest in being a part of something 

like that to maintain this property as a park or a public 

space that would be able to be used by the community, and 

so that would be what they would like to see done as 

well. 

So, I think that I have touched on the things 

that were most important to them, and, hopefully, it 

sounds like the community is in agreement that they would 

like to get together and make this happen. So, now what 

do we do to do that. 

(End of comment.) 
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1 PENNY BARKER: My name is Penny Barker. I live 

2 right next door to the Sunset Hill substation. I own the 

3 fourplex on that property, and I also live there. It's 

4 become kind of a noisy property that I have because of 

5 the restaurant Picolinos that went in there, and 

6 Mr. Bailiff, who owns Picolinos, would like to have that 

7 property. He now has a permit to use it temporarily. I 

8 fear that if he has it there's going to be a lot more 

9 noise, and his restaurant is already very noisy in the 

10 evenings, and I think it will be twice as noisy now. 

11 But, that's really not even the point that 

12 concerns most of us. It's that the neighborhood has been 

13 pressing for years for a P-Patch or some other green 

14 space at Sunset Hill, and we have put a tremendous amount 

15 of time and money into trying to save this little 

16 6,000 square foot piece of property. 

17 Another thing is that the 4.9 million, the 

18 accumulated value of all these substations, I have never 

19 heard how much the average ratepayer is going to save, 

20 how much his bill is going to be reduced by this $4.9 

21 million. 

22 Can you give me figures on that, even 

23 approximate? This is an important point, because if it's 

24 such a big deal to the City not to cheat the ratepayers 

25 and let them lower their bill, then it's really important 

MARLIS J. DeJONGH & ASSOCIATES 
1400 HUBBELL, SUITE 1510,, SEATTLE, WA 98101 

206.583.8711 

75 



1 

( 2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

i3 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

( 

PUBLIC COMMENTS· RE: DISPOSITION OF SEVEN FORMER SUBSTATION SITES - 11/16/2017 
41 

to know just how much as a ratepayer I'm going to save on 

this. Would you agree with me? 

TIMOTHY CROLL: Well, I will give you my best 

guesstimate. I mean, City Light revenue in a year is 

hundreds of millions of dollars. So, of course the 

effect of this depends on what, you're commercial and how 

much energy you u'se, etc., etc., etc., but that gives you 

an idea of the size of the bucket. 

PENNY BARKER: I feel that it can't be 

justified, as the ratepayers are going to all be 

desperately angry with this, if you sell any of these 

substations. 

But, back to my original point, we did have, 

which has been mentioned earlier, about the money that we 

spent hiring a company to come and figure out what we 

could do with a photovoltaic cell park and/or possibly 

some other kind of a green space there, and considering 

how little green space there is in the neighborhood, I 

think it's going to be tragic if Sunset Hill substation 

goes away. Thank you. 

(End of comment.) 
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1 RICHARD ELLISON: Hello. My name is Richard 

2 Ellison. I'm a homeowner in Seattle, and I'm with a 

3 group called TreePAC. I am also a biology teacher. 

4 I have a number of comments that relate mostly 

5 to the idea that Seattle is developing very quickly. The 

6 City has a mantra right now that affordable housing is 

7 everything and we must densify the city, but they're not 

8 providing mitigation for that, and part of the mitigation 

9 is providing more open space, more park space, so these 

10 public lands are potentially more and permanent open 

11 space and park space. Once this property is gone and 

12 goes into private lands, it will never become open space, 

13 it will never become park space. 

14 So, what is happening here, this is a permanent 

15 transformation of potential open space, park space, 

16 public property that will never become public property 

17 again in the lives of everybody in this room and for the 

18 citizens for many generations to come. So, this is part 

19 of the permanent transformation. As the City is asking 

20 for zoning changes to densify the city, as we're losing 

21 the single-family zoning in some areas, as we're going to 

22 have accessory dwelling units in backyards in more areas, 

23 we lose our treescape, and so any mature trees that we 

24 may have are opportunities, because part of it is, as my 

25 arborist friend would probably say, you have to have a 
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1 lot of soil to grow a big tree. So, if you have only 

2 these narrow strips, because you are building from lot 

3 line to lot line, there is no space for big trees 

4 anymore. So, if you have a parcel that can allow a big 

5 tree to grow, this is a public amenity. So, again, this 

6 could be good park space. 

7 The fact that the Parks Department has not 

8 purchased these properties and shows no interest is 

9 not -- is wrong, because the Parks Department is really 

10 not trying to buy any properties anywhere in the city. 

11 It's just not these parcels, it's any parcels in the 

12 city, and this is wrong, because we as citizens passed a 

13 bond issue giving them basically carte blanche to tax us 

14 to buy more parks and they're not taking that opportunity. 

15 The community here wants this as parks. So, 

16 we're telling you, we want to save this property for us. 

17 So, if you don't do it, it's basically going, flying in 

18 the face that you don't really care about what the 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

community wants. Put a five-year delay on the sale. 

Please save these properties. Thank you. 

(End of comment.) 
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MARTIN DOLLIBSON: Hello. My name is Martin 

Dollibson, and I just have a question that I would like 

to enter into the record. 

Have there been any discussions or negotiations 

for either the transfer or the sale of these properties 

outside of the process as you have described it? 

TIMOTHY CROLL: Not since I've been involved in 

it. 

MARTIN DOLLIBSON: Is it possible to get an 

official answer to that question outside of your own 

experience? 

TIMOTHY CROLL: Well, that is a very general 

question. I mean, we have owned the properties for 

decades, so I don't know. 

MARTIN DOLLIBSON: In regards to their current 

disposition, you have described a process that you are 

mandated to follow, and my question is, has there been 

any discussions or negotiations outside of that process? 

no. 

TIMOTHY CROLL: Not for permanent sale of them, 

MARTIN DOLLIBSON: Thank you. 

(End of comment.) 
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1 CHERISE GAFFNEY: Hi. Thank you. I'm Cherise 

2 Gaffney. I am the homeowner that is adjacent to the west 

3 of the North Beach substation property, and my other 

4 neighbors and I are very concerned about the potential 

5 development of that property. For those who don't know, 

6 that property is sandwiched between single-family houses 

7 and then the Whitman track a little bit. It doesn't have 

8 a full driveway. I don't know how it could. It only 

9 overlaps the portion of the dead end at 19th, and there 

10 is already quite a bit of traffic on 19th for people who 

11 are parking to go up to the track. 

12 So, my neighbors and I are very concerned about 

13 the potential sale of that to a private developer. I 

14 think, because it's zoned single-family, it's the only 

15 property that is being considered for sale right now in 

16 this area that is single-family zoned; and I think what 

17 we can all foresee is that somebody is unlikely to buy 

18 that and think, "I'll just put, fine, put a single-family 

19 house on there." 

20 I think what we all can foresee is that whoever 

21 buys that property for development is going to look to 

22 put as much stuff on that property as they can squeeze 

23 in, cutting down everything that is on there now and 

24 shoving a bunch of houses or something on there; and I 

25 don't actually have confidence that they won't be able to 
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1 get the variances they need to do that in this climate. 

2 So, I think by selling the property on the open 

3 market, I think what City Light or the City would be 

4 doing to the families that are surrounding that is 

5 putting us in a position where we know we are going to be 

6 facing a protracted zoning battle with whoever buys that 

7 property, and I think we're prepared for that, but I 

8 think it's against public policy to put a small group of 

9 citizens, who are the only ones that are surrounded 

10 around that property, in the position to have to fight 

11 something like that. 

12 What we would really like to do is see if we 

13 can find a way to purchase it ourselves so that we can 

14 keep it the way it ~s or have it used in a way that 

15 doesn't affect us all adversely. We are going to need a 

16 lot of time to do that. That's not something we can do 

17 in six months. You have to come up with money and you 

18 have to organize to do it. So I'm asking City Light to 

19 please delay the property sale so that we can do that. 

20 Thank you. 

21 (End of comment.) 

22 

23 

24 
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1 ELEANOR MAHONEY: Hi. My name is Eleanor 

2 Mahoney. I think I am, maybe, the only one here 

3 representing the south part of the neighborhoods under 

4 consideration. I live in Fremont. I'm a renter, I live 

5 in an apartment, and I want to talk a little bit about 

6 and I have a young son, and I want to talk about how 

7 ~mportant it is to have access to small green spaces when 

8 you have those kind of constraints. 

9 When you get home from work at 5:30 and it gets 

10 dark so early, especially in the winter, you need to get 

11 to a park fast. With a two-year-old, I can't walk to 

12 Woodland Park. I can't walk even over to B.F. Day, but I 

13 can walk to Peak Park, if people are familiar with that 

14 small green space, and it is a lifesaver for us. When 

15 you don't have a yard to go to, you need these small 

16 areas that are walkable. We only have one car, so I 

17 can't drive with my son somewhere in the afternoon. 

18 So, I really want to emphasize how important 

19 these spaces are to renters. There are a lot of renters 

20 in Seattle, our numbers are growing; there are a lot of 

21 apartment dwellers, our numbers are growing. We need 

22 these spaces. 

23 I also want to emphasize -- I want to go back 

24 to one of the early comments that was made about the 

25 homeless crisis. We are in a homeless crisis, and the 
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City does need money, and some of these spaces could be 

used. I live near the Phinney Ridge space. That is 

under consideration for affordable housing. I think that 

that's a decision that the community could come together 

on, but there's no one else from Fremont or Phinney Ridge 

here. There's not enough meetings taking place for 

people from those communities to comment. We need a 

meeting in our part of the city as well. 

And, I think postponing the decision on these 

properties, not all at once, is also in the communities' 

benefit. Once you sell public land, it's never going to 

be in public hands again. You know, the price is going 

to go up. Within three years these parcels are going to 

be worth $12 million. It's so shortsighted for the City 

to sell this land. 

It doesn't all have to be P-Patches and parks. 

There might be too much mitigation, but it should still 

stay in public benefit. It would public or affordable 

housing in that case. Do not turn it over to for-profit 

developers. The City has already done too much of that. 

I really want to emphasize that point, that once this 

land is gone, we will never have access to it again. 

Thank you so much. 

(End of comment.) 

(Public hearing adjourned at 8:15 p.m.) 
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C E R T I F I C A T E 

STATE OF WASHINGTON 
SS 

COUNTY OF KING 

I, JOLENE C. HANECA, a Certified Shorthand Reporter 

in and for the State of Washington, do hereby certify 

that the foregoing transcript of the Public Comments, 

Public Hearing, Seattle City Light's Disposition of Seven 

Former Substation Sites in NW Seattle, on NOVEMBER 

16, 2017, is true and accurate to the best of my 

knowledge, skill and ability. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand 

this 20TH day of NOVEMBER, 2017. 
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Croll, Timothy 

'rom: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Douglas White > 

Monday, October 02, 2017 8:32 PM 
SCL_RealProperty 
6730 24th Ave NW property use 

I will be out of country during all public forums. 

As such, I wished to voice my request that the lot at 6730 24th Ave NW be transformed into a small park or P­
patch. 

I live directly next to this lot and would prefer a green view over the extremely gray and concrete view we have 
now. 

Thank you, 
Doug 
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Croll, Timothy 

(' 'rom: michaeleen maher < ,,, 

Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Tuesday, October 10, 2017 1:17 PM 
SCL_RealProperty 
Sunset Hill Substation I coffee at Picolino's Substation and want to support the open 
space and the garden which Picolinos has already started. 

How can you lease the property to Picolinos with the understanding it would be available for a Grand 
Garden and Greenhouse Project and then post notice of your intent to sell the Sunset Hill Substation? 

If the sale is to proceed the land most likely will be sold to a develper for high density 
housing. Which is contrary to the community desires for an open space. 

You will lose all your credibility in the neighborhood. (speaks with forked tongue). Betrayer, 
fraud, double dealing, are just a few of the possible names that come to mind. 

Your email address has the letters Gov (which signifies that you are part of the U.S. 
Government). You there- fore are a service for the People. We love Picolinos and the new Garden 
Project. Don't dismiss us. 

Sincerely, 
( l\/lichaeleen Maher 

( 
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Croll, Timothy 

( 'rom: Gaspar Luna < _ 1> 

( 

( 

Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Tuesday, October 10, 2017 3:14 PM 
SCL_RealProperty 
Sunset Hill Substation 

Sent from my iPad. I have been a customer at Picolinos for the past six years and support its management 
in its serious effort to maintain the open space and garden at this location!The community is greateful that this 
space has been used for this wonderful project that is beneficial to an entire community rather than to 
developers that would do selfishly self gratified projects!!!Having open space with garden and grounds has 
long been a community desire and we are grateful that Picolino's has since committed fully to make this dream 
a reality for an entire community!we all seriously support Picolino's effort to abide by the lease commitment of 
making the Grand Garden & Greenhouse project for the benefit of our community!!!! 
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Croll, Timothy 

( ":rom: 
Sent: 

Kris Krafft <I > 
Friday, October 13, 2017 11:25 AM 
SCL_RealProperty To: 

Cc: 
Subject: 

To whom it may concern, 

picolinos@earthlink.net; O'Brien, Mike 
Sunset Hill Substation 

I am writing this letter to offer a voice and opinion on the matter of the future use of the abandoned Sunset 
Hill Substation lot located near 
6415 32nd Ave NW. 

I have been informed that the anticipated use of said property, as an open garden and event space for the 
adjoining business, has been halted due to potential auction sale. 

As a small business owner, I greatly appreciate what the current business, ;Ristorante Picolinos, has offered to 
my community. Not only is it a welcoming community center, it also regularly acts as a meeting space and 
general place of business for myself and my clients. The continued success and expansion of such a valuable 
community asset is surely in the best interest of the current land owners and the community. I see no benefit in 
allowing a developer purchase the land for yet another set of high density housing. We have been looking 
forward to this open space for some time and are very disappointed to learn that this future may now be in 

( ,eopardy. 

( 

Please take this insight into account when making a final decision on this matter. My business and the 
community appreciate your consideration. 

Thank you. 

Kris Krafft, Owner 
Admin Technology Solutions LLC 

c 
https://admintechsolutions.com 
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Croll, Timothy 

( rom: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Dear Mr. Croll, 

.com on behalf of Peter Beckford · 
Tuesday, October 17, 2017 2:19 PM 
SCL_RealProperty 
Heather S. Beckford; Peter Beckford 
6109 Phinney Ave N - Beckford 

I am writing about a SCL substation surplus property. I am the resident of the house at 6109 Phinney Ave N. 
This house is private and not owned by SCL. 

We may share an address but the information online, in multiple locations, provided to the public shows a bright 
red indicator "pin" directly on top of my house. Obviously, this is wrong and very misleading to the public. I 
also feel SCL is compromising my family's safety by encouraging strangers to roam around my property and I 
will confront any trespassers immediately. 

I do intend to submit my formal comments concerning the vacant parcel directly behind my house during the 
hearing. Especially because no one in the neighborhood wants "affordable housing" built there. But, in the 
meantime, please update your information as soon as possible. 

I am very interested in anything having to do with the site. You are welcome to contact me about the parcel as I 
have watched and protected it fro~ vandals, the homeless and guerilla environmental groups for almost eight 
years. 

Regards, 

Peter Beckford 
( 

J.03 
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Croll, Timothy 

rom: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Hello, 

Melissa Tindall < 

Tuesday, October 17, 2017 7:04 PM 

SCL_RealProperty 
6109 Phinney Ave N 

My home borders the Seattle City Light owned property at 6109 Phinney Ave N and I received notice of the 
informational meeting taking place on 1116. I will do my best to attend this meeting. 

We have been hopeful for years that this space would be utilized by a community garden or something that 
enhances the community feeling of our neighborhood in Phinney Ridge. I want to strongly emphasize that our 
hopes are that this land will be used for existing neighbors and not as an area to add housing to the already 
densely populated street. 

Thank you for alerting us of this upcoming change! 

Best, 

Melissa 

Melissa Tindall 

NWG 
RESIDENTIAL 

Associate Broker, CNE 
Northwest GrouD Real Estat_e 

Ii UD · 
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Croll, Timothy 

"=rom: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Dear SCL, 

Teresa Stern <' 
Wednesday, October 18, 2017 9:28 PM 
SCL_Real Property 
3209 NW 65th St public comment 

I'm aware of this property, as it was identified by Groundswell NW as a potential pocket park. As our city, 
including Ballard, continues population growth, there is continued and increased need for green space, parks, 
urban forest, pollinator pathways, gathering space, etc. Adding park space can be quite a challenge in a urban 
market with high real estate value such as ours. I do encourage the maintenance of any publicly owned property 
as continued publicly owned property. If there is a way to transfer or sell this property to the Seattle Parks 
Department that would be my preference. 

Please add me to the notification of actions list. 

Thank you for the public outreach. 
-Teresa A Stem 
6202 32nd Avenue NW 98107 Ti4-v; Atf"~_S lo ~ A 

c~,tA.M~1 ~()1.lv1 s~}'sG1 
)t,o~ f""'-> 6~~ SI 

'Discovery consists of seeing what everybody has seen and thinking what nobody else has thought." 
,..., Jonathan Swift 
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Croll, Timothy 

( "':rom: 
... ent: 

Joel Thornton <_ 
Monday, October 23, 2017 10:23 PM 
SCL_RealProperty 

( 

( 

To: 
Subject: Surplus Property 

I don't know about all of the properties, but I would suggest that SCL hang on to the properties as long as possible. If 
they are sold there should be some commitment from the new owner to fit the form and function of the surrounding 
neighborhood. 
The one property that I do know about, located at 65th and 34th Ave NW, if acquired by the owner of Picallino's will be 

used to expand the restaurant. While this seems like a good idea; the owner has never been a friend of the 
neighborhood. There have been several instances of conflict with homeowners on the West and South of the current 

property. Most in the immediate area are unhappy with the parking situation; it is labeled for 2 hrs. but since there is 

sporadic enforcement cars can be seen there parked for hours. In addition it is rumored that E Smith Mercantile will be 

opening across the street from Picallino's and it will put further stress on neighborhood parking, in particular on 65th 
west of 34th, barely a two way street on good days. 

Thank YOU 

David Thornton 

Sent from Mail for Windows 10 
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( October 28, 2017 

Seattle City Light 
700 5th Ave., Suite 3316 
Seattle WA 98014 

ATTN: Mr. Tim Kroll 

SUBJECT: Sunset Hill Substation 

Dear Mr. Kroll, 
The Rotary Club of (Magnolia) Seattle Washington wishes to express our opinion and thoughts pertaining to 
the proposed sale of the Sunset Hill Substation Land to Picolinos Restaurant and the cancellation of the 
existing lease of that property for the purpose of building a beautiful garden and greenhouse. 

This project would be unique and we feel would very much add to the overall benefit of the community. It 
would be a positive example of a local business working in concert with the City of Seattle to make something 
very beautiful out of vacant land. We, as wen as the rest of the community, have had a long standing desire 
to see this land used as an open space, garden, park or some other use to provide a space where the 
community could meet for recreational or community events. While many community groups have made 
attempts or proposals, they have not worked out due to complications and do not have a reliable or substantive 
source of funding. 

Our understanding of this project is that we have a local business which has not only supported its community, 
but is working hard at their expense to build an open garden space with amenities which can be enjoyed by all. 
To sell this land at public auction and cut short this project not only seems unreasonable but contrary to the 
wants and desires of the Ballard Community as well as those outside the community who come to it for 
enjoyment. 

We would like to express our support for what Picolinos has accomplished thus far and suggest Seattle City 
Light and the Seattle City Council consider a negotiated sale of the parcel to Picolinos at a fair market price. 
This appears to us to be far more reasonable than a public sale at auction which would most likely result in the 
erect~f-a-ro~ding or a congested and concentrated housing development. 

? 
-~~ 
The Rotary Club Of Magnolia (Seattle) WA 

Robert Boyd 

93 
ROTARY FOUR-WAY TEST "Of the things we Think, Say or Do" 

1. Is it the TRUTH? 2. Is it FAIR to all concerned? 3. Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 4. WilJ it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned? 
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Croll, Timothy 

rom: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Jean Davis< 

Wednesday, November 01, 2017 9:32 AM 
SCL_Real Property 
O'Brien, Mike 
Comments on substation disposal 

Comments for Substation Disposal hearings 

It would be most beneficial if many of the former substation sites were designated for "cottages", restricted to 
single family 1 or 1 % story homes, not larger than 1200 sq ft, with a parking space when possible. 

It is my view that cottages on the sites will be a good use: provides housing and fits into existing 
neighborhoods. 

I do not support using the sites as additional "parks" or "open space". There are so many parks and open 
spaces currently stretching the resources of volunteers to maintain them. I know because I am one of the 
volunteer stewards and I work at two parks. It is my observation that if left as "open space" these spaces would 
become either the adjacent neighbors' "personal backyard" or neglected weed patches. 

Jean E. Davis 
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Croll, Timothy 

( om: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Subject: 

Mr. Croll: 

Cherise G < 1> 

Monday, November 06, 2017 3:07 PM 
Croll, Timothy 
davidgau@hotmail.com; Martin Childers; Ryan Johnson; Tye Morris; 
pknissen@comcast.net 
North Beach Substation 

We are writing to ask Seattle City Light (SCL) to engage us in a discussion regarding the potential sale of the 
North Beach Substation property. We are the homeowners of the four homes abutting the substation property 
and the two homes across 19th Avenue Northwest from the property. We will be most directly affected by any 
sale and subsequent development of the property. 

The owners of these homes recently met to discuss our views about SCL' s possible sale of the property and are 
hopeful that SCL will be willing to discuss creative solutions to its disposal. We are very concerned about the 
type of development that might occur should the property be sold for private development. Unlike every other 
property that SCL is proposing to sell in the Ballard/Phinney area, this property is zoned for single family 
use. We are concerned that a developer could succeed in "up-zoning" the property in order to build multiple 
homes on this small lot sandwiched between single family homes. Among other things, we have concerns 
about fire safety, since there is inadequate space for a fire truck to enter or turn around on the property. While 

l "Ve recognize that these concerns can be raised in response to any upzoning request, we would prefer to take 
\ ~eps now to avoid a stressful and costly zoning fight and to ensure the property is not purchased with the goal 

of a multi-family construction project or other inappropriate use. 

The Whitman Middle School track and Soundview Park fields already bring significant traffic to 19th A venue 
Northwest and parking violations are rampant, including field users regularly parking in or blocking our 
driveways. Because of this experience, we also have concerns about using the land for a more "public" purpose 
that would bring additional traffic to this dead end street. 

For these reasons, those of us adjacent to the North Beach Substation property have discussed purchasing the 
property ourselves in order to preserve it as-is or allow it to be used in a manner that is consistent with our 
homes and neighborhood. We believe that it is in the public interest to give those most affected by future use of 
this unique property the opportunity to determine what use, if any, that might be. We anticipate needing time to 
form an appropriate entity with the necessary foundational documents to allow us to purchase the property from 
SCL and make decisions regarding its future use. 

We would welcome the opportunity to discuss these ideas with you directly in the hope that we can find a path 
forward that provides us with sufficient time to purchase the land directly from SCL. Please let us know if we 
can move forward with setting up a meeting to discuss our ideas with you further. 

Best regards, 

Cherise Gaffney_ __ W (~ 
( Javid Gauthier and Melissa Coffey, 

Ryan and Sarah Johnson, 
Casey and Shari Childers, 

~I 
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Grant and Tye Morris, 
Alan and Pam Nissen, 
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Croll, Timothy 

,rom: 

Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Joe Wall· 
Tuesday, November 07, 2017 6:54 PM 
SCL_RealProperty 
Surplus property at North 61st between Phinney and Greenwood 

I would like to see the property offered to the adjacent neighbors who's homes adjoin along their back yard 
lot lines. Mrs. McVay who has lived there for at least 50 years is one of these home owners. The other 
property recently sold and I do not know who bought it. I would include the duplex owner fronting on 
Phinney in this 3 way division and sale. This also offers these most affected property owners to get together 
and decide what is best for all three. 

Should these owners not wish to buy the land to restore functional backyards then the next best thing is to 
offer the two SF homes fronting on Greenwood to buy a small portion, say 5 to 10 feet and offer the 
remainder to the duplex owner. This would end up supporting demolition of the duplex and more new 
housing- a city priority. 

Some municipal use might be novel. If there is contemplation for a neighborhood center, put it there in 
portable office trailers. 

The city should also study if the site is contaminated with PCBs or other cancer causing chemicals. As an old 
sub station, the transformers would have used PCB oil as a coolant. 

I would consider buying it for some fun vibrant commercial use, like a bicycle shop if the adjoining neighbors 
do ·not want to buy the property. 

Charging for electric cars has been mentioned. That would be a neighborhood plus as more and more people 
do not have off street parking, and thus no place to charge an electric car. 

The last and worst use of the property would be for the city to obtain the duplex, and erect some partnering 
agreement with a non-profit to build units for the indigent, drug addicts, street dwellers to hang around the 
neighborhood pushing stolen shopping carts urinating, loafing, and making no personal improvement. One of 
these "progressive" buildings in Ballard on 56th street is a source of constant litter, graffiti, stolen shopping 
carts, and drifters moping around doing nothing. I don't want that in my backyard. It is not working in 
Ballard. That building serves to grow and expand the homeless problem. 

Joe Wall 

Seattle WA 98103 
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Croll, Timothy 

( t>m: Carlson, India K --

Thursday, November 09, 2017 4:36 PM .,,ent: 
To: 
Subject: 

To whom it may concern: 

· SCL_RealProperty 
monroe substation 

I am writing to express in interest in the Monroe substation in Ballard. I run the greenhouse prqgram at 
Ballard high school and I am interested in the possibility of how this property could be utilized by Ballard high 
school. We have limited space for garden at the school and having a community garden in close 
proximity that could be used by the school and the community would be an amazing use of the substation. 
There are many foundations and opportunities for grants for school garden projects and I feel sure that money 
could be found. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide input. 
India Carlson 
Co- Department head science 
Fulbright Distinguished Teacher Abroad Scholar 
NBCT Science teacher 
Mentor Teacher Ballard High school 
Greenhouse manager 

( ,~- -

Prep period M,T,Th, F 1:20- 2:20; Wed- 12:30-1:10 

( 
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Croll, Timothy 

( ·om: 
, .... ent: 

Judith Hance. 
Saturday, November 11, 2017 8:06 PM 

SCL_RealProperty 

( 

To: 
Subject: Sale of Substations 

DO NOT SELL ANY of these properties for private development! 
It is vital to retain all open space possible. It belongs to all of us, and there is too much ugly development 
already in what used to be a beautiful city. 
Try reducing some of your WANTS and leave more of our NEEDS! 

Judith Hance 

Sent from my i Pad 
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Croll, Timothy 

( ·om: 
.... ent: 

Mark D. Blitzer 
Sunday, November 12, 2017 8:04 PM 
SCL_RealProperty 

( 

( 

To: 
Subject: Loyal Heights substation 

I ask that the Loyal Heights City Light surplus substation (7750 28th Avenue NW) NOT 
be sold to a developer(s) who will build a housing complex at the site. As you may be 
aware, Ballard has a dearth of open public space compared to other areas of the 
city. The site is a good location for a small park-like open space. I realize that the size 
and location of the space does not fit Seattle Parks and Recreation parameters for an 
official park, but I hope somehow a way will be found to keep this space open to the 
public. 

Sincerely, 
Mark D. Blitzer 

1 



Croll, Timothy 

( lm: 
;,ent: 
To: 
Subject: 

November 9, 2017 

Jan Colbrese - g > 

Monday, November 13, 2017 10:16 AM 
SCL_RealProperty 
Sunset Hill Substation 

To Larry Weis, General Manager and CEO Seattle City Light: 

As Deputy Director of Nordic Heritage Museum, I have often witnessed examples of the strong community 
partnership we share with Ristorante Picolinos. I know, time and time again, the Museum has greatly 
benefited from a strong relationship with Ristorante Picolinos and their incredibly generous character of 
giving back to the surrounding community. We couldn't be happier to have them as a walking distance 
neighbor, especially in our current location which is very much lacking in walkable commercial resources. 
Because of this giving nature, we have held staff, donor, Board of .Trustee gatherings at the restaurant and 
have always been warmly welcomed. We have worked with them to entertain visiting artists, and even 
arrange special dinners that have been used for fundraising purposes. 

We know of countless patrons who have visited the Museum and then stopped by Picolinos for lunch or 
coffee. We even have welcomed visitors who have come to the Museum after a previous dining experience at 
'"'icolinos, where they were encouraged by wait staff to visit our most current exhibition. 

Picolinos, and their ownership have repeatedly shown us that they care about our community, that they value 
the arts and culture of the area, and that they are willing partners with us to further our mission of sharing 
Nordic arts and culture with people of all backgrounds. Given this history of cooperation, I would encourage 
Seattle City Light to work with Picolinos to further their vision of developing the Sunset Hill Substation into a 
greenhouse and garden that would multiply their abilities to serve and give back to the community. 

It would be very disappointing to us if this community based business, which has invested both in our 
community and this project would not be allowed to see it to completion. 

Thank you for your consideration of support for this partnership. 

Best, 

Jan Woldseth Colbrese 
Deputy Director External Affairs 

NORDIC HERITAG E MU S EUM 
5 
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Croll, Timothy 

c· ·rom: 
.)ent: 

Melinda Muelle. 
Monday, November 13, 2017 3:25 PM 
SCL_RealProperty; LEG_CouncilMembers 
Do not sell off public land 

( 

To: 
Subject: 

To Whom It Will Concern: 

I am writing to oppose the sale of former Seattle power substations. 

Recently, I received the EIS for Seattle's "Urban Villages" proposal. I am in favor of density--but density with 
concomitant public services. I already see greatly increased density in my Ballard neighborhood, with more in 
process and proposed in the "urban village" plan for the area. 

Selling off public land, which could otherwise be public space (green-space, playgrounds, community services) 
to meet the needs of this increasing density, is a bad plan. Once sold, these properties leave public ownership 
forever. As more and more green space is lost to density, these properties are one chance to mitigate the loss. 

For example: I currently own a single-family home. There are 21 trees on my property, which will, under the 
urban village proposal, be "upzoned" to "low-rise 1." If my home is eventually replaced, it is highly unlikely 
that the replacement property would have as many trees. I see this all over Ballard--single-family homes with 
yards replaced by 2+ unit condominiums with much smaller yards; the older trees cut down. 

1 e need more green space, not less. Public property should remain public. 

Sincerely, 
Melinda Mueller 
Zipcode 98117 
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Croll, Timothy 

~ . .-om: 
.=ient: 
To: 
Subject: 

Ashley Vail " 
Monday, November 13, 2017 4:22 PM 
SCL_RealProperty 
Comment re: 7750 28th Ave NW 

As a neighbor, I would very much love to see the property at 7750 28th Ave NW turned into a park. There are 
an abundance of children in the area, and the nearby Loyal Heights Elementary school playground has been 
drastically reduced in size. A playground and picnic tables would get lots of use. 

Thank you, 
Ashley Vail 

Sent from my iPhone 
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Croll, Timothy 

1m: 
.... ~nt: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Dear Mr. Croll, 

'com on behalf of Peter Beckford · 
Monday, November 13, 2017 5:15 PM 
Croll, Timothy 
Heather S. Beckford 
Comments for 6109 Phinney Ave - SCL Surplus 

This email records the formal comments of the Beckford Family in residence of 6109 Phinney A venue North, 
Seattle, WA 98103 pertaining to the Seattle City Light (SCL) surplus property that is located behind our home 
and shares with us an address and driveway. 

We have been living at this address for eight years and, with SCL's full knowledge, share the driveway access to 
Phinney Avenue N. It should be noted that the area in front of the old substation gate has never been blocked. 
Vehicles belonging to us have always been parked on private property that, although not completely obvious, 
includes approximately one third of the clear area in front of the substation fence. We have regularly maintained 
the entire area by mowing, landscaping and picking up refuse. We painted the curb area on Phinney yellow to 
deter street parking and we have had vehicles towed by the SPD to keep the driveway clear. We have also 
chased away trespassers and repaired the fence after vandals. We believe that the residents of the duplex at 6109 
Phinney have enjoyed this freedom for decades even before us. Consequently, we assert that we must be 
granted a permanent shared access easement if the property is sold. 

( 'garding the disposition of the property, we feel that SCL should act as fairly as possible. Based on my 
experience as a civil engineer, I believe that the original plat of the neighborhood did not include the SCL parcel 
and was actually a "take" or condemnation for the public good many years ago. Unlike the other surplus 
properties for sale, the substation does not have any substantial right-of-way frontage. The parcel is actually 
comprised of small pieces of the seven properties that completely surround it. The fair action, in the case where 
this property no longer needed for what it was taken for, is to return the property back to the buyers and heirs of 
the original owners. 

Regarding selling the property to those that have expressed interest in building on it, including the Seattle 
Housing Authority for subsidized housing, we wholeheartedly do not support this proposal. No neighbor living 
on this block wants a high density style building in their backyard. Currently, the property acts like a natural 
buff er making the surrounding properties highly desirable. Although, not accessible, the area functions as a 
park-like space increasing the value of everyone's property. In addition, the build-able area is really very small. 
The driveway area is about a quarter of the total alone. A new building, if you could actually fit one with the 
required setbacks, will drastically change the character of the surrounding homes with a corresponding large 
decrease in property values. Any buffer will be gone and the neighborhood will interpret any newcomers as 
invaders of their privacy in the most extreme way. · 

Interestingly enough, certain environmental grassroots activists have aggressively laid claim to the surplus 
property. I have not supported their tactics, including spray paint and have chased them away from my 
driveway area on many occasion. However, they may hold the key to a possible solution everyone in the 

. neighborhood could support. This solution is NOT creating a Pea Patch or a public park because of the privacy 
( hcems. Like I mentioned already, this parcel does not have any street frontage so would be a very difficult 

place to patrol and to deter crime. Having two bars right next door adds to the implausible nature of making the 
parcel a "park". However, if the fence was left up and the gate locked, the area could remain "natural". 

1 
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We are aware of the City of Seattle initiative to create more tree cover and "green space". This is a perfect spot 
for this endeavor. It basically functions like this today with hundreds of birds including native species passing 
'rrough. I have seen flickers, stellar jays, robins, chickadees, robins and the rare songbird. After environmental 

restoration, the area could be thickly planted with native trees and shrubs. The maintenance costs will be low 
and a part of the mission laid out by the 2013 Urban Forest Stewardship plan to restore and plant new forest will 
be achieved. We can enthusiastically support more urban forest .that shall be a wildlife refuge with no public 
access. 

Sincerely, 

Peter and Heather Beckford 

Seattle, WA 98103 

2 
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Croll, Timothy 

~om: 

~ent: 

To: 
Subject: 

To whom it may concern, 

Virginia Haver 
Monday, November 13, 2017 8:21 PM 
SCL_RealProperty 
Stop sale of substation 

I am dismayed that SCL feels the need to sell all the substations when the city of Seattle is losing so much 
green space. Take as an example the beautiful piece of property near where I live, the Dakota substation. This 
piece of land is graced by some lovely trees. To see the cherry blossoms in spring here lifts one spirits and 
nourishes the soul. Seattle is losing family owned neighborhood trees, which account for 70% of the tree 
cover. 

If we consider ourselves a progressive, green city, we owe it to ourselves and our children to do a better job of 
saving some of these spaces for parks, P-patches and places of rest. 

SCL has property downtown which if sold could help its balance sheet more than the sale of all these green 
spaces. 

Please think long term for what is best for all who live in our neig~borhood and be a good neighbor. 

nanks for listening to my concerns. 

Ginny Haver 
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BMW Seattle 

To whom it may concern: 

This letter is in support of Auto Connections Seattle staying at their current business address in Ballard. 

We have done business with Owner Jim Jahns for (16) years, {11) of which he has been at his current 

address in Ballard. Jim is a highly respectable proud businessman. It is sad to think that he wouldn't be 

able to stay at his current business address. 

He is active in the community, even graduated from Ballard High School. He is super friendly, 

dependable, and honest. It would be nice to keep small businesses like Auto Connections Seattle in 
Ballard. 

Thank you for your time, 

Office Manager 

Headquarters 
1002 Airport Way South 

Seattle, WA 98134 

Telephone 

Facsimile 

( 

106 

I 
! 
I 



Croll, Timothy 

( 11:rom: 
..... ent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Courtney Flora > 

Tuesday, November 14, 2017 4:38 PM 
SCL_RealProperty 
Best, Lynn; Ristorante Picolinos 
SCL NW Property Disposition, Request for Direct Sale of Sunset Hill Substation Property 
Sunset Hill Substation 11.14.17.pdf 

Hello- We are submitting the attached letter in advance of the November 16 public hearing on the disposition of SCL's 
NW substation properties. A hard copy will follow by mail. We appreciate your attention to this letter and would 
welcome the opportunity to meet with you to discuss this further. Thanks. 

Courtney Flora 
Partner 

MCCULLOUGI -J HILL LEARY PS 
701 FIFTH A VENUE, SUITE 6600 
SEAITLE, WA 98104 

WWW.MI ISEA 1TLE.COM 

( '"OTICE: This communication may contain privileged or confidential information. If you have received it in error, please advise the 
.:nder by reply email and immediately delete the message and any attachments without copying or disclosing the contents. Thank you. 
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McCULLOUGH HILL LEARY, rs 

Timothy Croll 
Seattle City Light 
700 Fifth Ave, Suite 3316 
Seattle, WA 98104 

November 14, 2017 

VIA EMAIL AND US MAIL 

Re: Seattle City Light Surplus Property Disposition, Sunset Hill Substation (3209 NW 65th Ave 
NW) 

Dear Mr. Croll: 

I am writing on behalf of Tom Bailiff, owner of Picolinos Ristorante, located at 6415 32nd Ave NW 
in Ballard. In July 2017, Mr. Bailiff negotiated a use permit with Seattle City Light ("SCL") for use of 
the Sunset Hill Substation for a community garden/ green house and event space. 

In reliance on that lease and assurances from SCL, Mr. Bailiff spent approximately $100,000 on site 
improvements, which were periodically inspected and approved by SCL staff. 

Less than two months later, SCL informed Mr. Bailiff that the Sunset Hill Substation was scheduled 
for immediate disposition as surplus property. Had Mr. Bailiff known that SCL intended to put the 
property up for sale immediately, he never would have executed the permit or expended significant 
resources in reliance on it. If SCL proceeds with a public bid process for the Sunset Hill Substation 
property, Mr. Bailiff will suffer substantial injury. 

Accordingly, we request that SCL recommend to City Council that it sell the Sunset Hill Substation 
property directly to Mr. Bailiff at fair market value, consistent with RCW 43.09.210. 

Background 

Picolinos has been part of the Ballard community for over a decade and has developed strong 
relationships with community members, who share Mr. Bailiff's vision of using the long-vacant 
Sunset Hill Substation property as a publicly-available garden, gathering space and venue for 
weddings and various community events. 

Mr. Bailiff approached SCL in May 2017 with a proposal for leasing the substation property for use 
as a garden, greenhouse and event space. SCL was receptive, and on July 31, 2017, the parties 
executed a temporary use permit for the 4,356 sq. ft. substation area, allowing use of the property 

701 Fifth Avenue • Suite 6600 • Seattle, Washington 98104 
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( 

November 14, 2017 
Page 2of3 

for "access, approved site improvements, and business operation." Section 2 of the use permit 
provided that the lease term would begin on September 1, 2017 and continue on a month-to-month 
basis until August 31, 2020, subject to cancellation with one year's written notice by either party. 

In reliance on this lease, and based on specific assurances from SCL that were no immediate 
prospects of any other use for the property, Mr. Bailiff paid the first monthly rent installment of 
$5,077.80 and invested approximately $100,000 on permitting and site improvements. SCL staff 
regularly inspected and approved the site work. 

On September 8, 2017, SCL informed Mr. Bailiff that the property would soon be put up for public 
bid, along with six other SCL-owned properties in the Ballard/Loyal Heights/ Crown Hill/Phinney 
Ridge area. Mr. Bailiff was shocked by this news, as he would never have entered in the use 
agreement and spent $100,000 on site improvements had he known SCL intended to sell the 
property in the near term. We can only assume that the SCL employees who negotiated the use 
permit were unaware that the property was ~ediately slated for disposition; we see no other 
explanation for this course of events. 

Status and Legal Requirements 

State law and Resolution 34124 direct SCL to follow certain procedures related to disposition of 
surplus property. With respect to the seven properties currently subject to disposition, SCL has, 
among other things, notified other City departments of the disposition and held a community 
information meeting on November 6, 2017. The City's Office of Housing has expressed interest in 
two of the seven SCL properties, Loyal Heights (9407 19th Ave NW) and the other is in Phinney 
Ridge (6109 Phinney Ave N). No City department has expressed interest in the other five properties. 

The required public hearing is scheduled for November 16, 2017, and the public comment period 
ends November 17, 2017. After that, SCL will formulate a recommendation to City Council, which 
is anticipated in early 2018. Under state law and Resolution 34124, the Council has broad authority 
to dispose of surplus property, provided it complies with the procedural requirements and receives 
fair market value for the property. 

Conclusion and Request 

Immediately after executing a use permit with Mr. Bailiff that induced him to spend approximately 
$100,000 on site improvements for the Sunset Hill Substation property, SCL informed Mr. Bailiff 
that it intends to initiate disposition of the property, which will ultimately result in a public bid 
process. 

Given this background, and the fact that the community overwhelmingly supports use of the 
property for a community garden/ greenhouse and event space, we ask that SCL recommend tliat 
the City Council sell the property to Mr. Bailiff for fair market value. 
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We appreciate your attention to this letter. Please feel free to contact me with any questions. We are 
available for a meeting if it would help to resolve this matter. 

Sincerely, 

cc: Lynn Best, SCL Chief Environmental Officer 
Client 
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Croll, Timothy 

rom: 
.jent: 
To: 
Subject: 

To whom this may concern: 

Lioe Lioe 
Tuesday, November 14, 2017 4:29 PM 
SCL_RealProperty 
Auto Connections Seattle in Ballard 

We at Lice's Automotive Service understand Auto Connections Seattle at 1414 NW Leary Way, property has a 
questionable future. 

With that being said. Previously, Jim Jahn, owner, had worked for other people and their companies 
throughout Seattle. About 11-12 years ago, Jim decided to go on his own. He was excited to find this location, 
being close to home for the ease of taking care of his family was very important to him. LAS have done 
business with ACS for over 10 years. This small business has flurished. ACS provides personal services for 
the community in purchasing and servicing cars. A company like this is much appreciated by our customers at 
LAS, our small business of nearly 30 years. Our repore with each other is trusted in the communtiy ... that is 
hard to find. 

Personally, LAS has known Jim since his high school years that is nearly 40 years ago when he worked at the 
dealership, Frank Kenney Toyota/Volvo in South Lake Union area which has been taken over by development. 
Therefore, he has a roots in Seattle and it would be a shame to loose such a business. 

( ice's Automotive Service has hopes in continuing doing business with Auto Connections Seattle at it's current 
location for many years to come. 

( 

Regards, 
Theresa Lioe 
Lioe Automotive Service, Advisor 
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Croll, Timothy 

rom: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Linda Lioe · 
Wednesday, November 15, 2017 9:28 AM 
SCL_RealProperty 
Surplus Study - re: 1414 NW Leary Way 

To Timothy Croll or Whom It May Concern, 

I am writing to you in regards to the Seattle City Light Surplus Property Disposition Study and in particular, the 
mention of the Leary Way location (1414 NW Leary Way). My family has been doing business with Auto 
Connections Seattle for over 20 years and have personally known the owners for over 30 years. My family and I 
have referred many friends and family to Auto Connections Seattle and it is known as the hub and go-to for not 
just our car purchases, but also coffee. Jim Jahn and his sister were born in raised in Ballard and it is compelling 
that they also run their businesses next to each other - that is amazing! 

The location is perfect and I continue to refer friends daily to Auto Connections. I am also in the market for a 
new car and would be devastated if this location was dispositioned. The heart and soul of a neighborhood is the 
sense of community. The Jahn's live and breath Ballard and their business makes the community that much 
stronger. I ask that you please reconsider the disposition of 1414 NW Leary Way. It has been a pleasure to be 
able for my family to be working with Auto Connections throughout the years and we'd hate to see this 
disposition to impact their business. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Linda Lioe & the family at Lioe's Automotive Service 
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Croll, Timothy 

( ·om: 
:ient: 

Will Gagne-Maynard - _ > 

Wednesday, November 15, 2017 9:55 AM 
SCL_RealProperty 

( 

( 

To: 
Subject: 7 Former Substation Properties in NW Seattle 

I am writing in regards to the 7 former substation SCL properties in NW Seattle. Seattle is currently facing a 
housing crisis that will only get worse as more and more people move here. We need housing, particularly low­
income housing, and these vacant properties present a great opportunity to create more. 

I am writing to express my support for selling these plots to create as much housing as possible, and if possible, 
upzoning these lots to fit more. Many of these plots are near existing transit routes and present an excellent 
opportunity to build dense housing. 

In particular, I would like to express my support for the low-iticome housing project being planned in 
Phinney. This is a prime location near several high-speed transit routes to downtown. Furthermore, this is an 
area that will be minimally impacted by the city's HALA proposal. Unless we want our neighborhoods to turn 
into enclaves of the wealthy, properties such as this are necessary to keep our neighborhoods accessible for all. 

Best, 
William Gagne-Maynard 

1 
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Croll, Timothy 

'rom: 
.:>ent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Emily Krisher · 
Wednesday, November 15, 2017 10:26 AM 
SCL_RealProperty 
LEG_ Council Members 
Comment on sale of NW Substations 

Dear City Light and City Council, 

Please consider making the NW Substation property for sale available for permanent affordable housing, either 
through a community land trust or through ownership by the city itself. Our city is in a housing crisis and 
providing affordable, centrally located homes should be our first priority. Our failure to provide centrally 
located, dense housing has contributed to sprawl and carbon emissions as working families are continuously 
pushed farther and farther from central Seattle. The best, most environmentally friendly use of this land would 
be to use it for affordable housing. 

Thank you for your consideration, 
Emily Krisher 

Emily Raymond Krisher 
l\Torthwestem University, Class of 2010 

niversity of Pennsylvania Law School, J.D. Class of2015 
The Wharton School, M.B.A. Class of2015 
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Croll, Timothy 

m: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Subject: 

Seattle City Light - via email 

Ann Selberg 

Wednesday, November 15, 2017 9:21 PM 
SCL_RealProperty 
Newell, Brittany C; Debbie Anderson; Karen Williams; Erik Murphy; Jen Witeck; Patti 
Kashiwa; Tom Bailiff 
Sunset Hill Substation 

SCL_REALPROPERTY@SEATTLE GOV 

Re: Sunset Hill Substation 

(,..- T ~ are writing concerning Seattle City Light's intent to sell the Sunset Hill ·Substation. One of our 
•. b • .Aghborhood businesses, Picolinos, has been leasing the property and has made substantial investment toward 
creating a garden and greenhouse space that is an enhancement to the neighborhood. 

( 

It is our hope that Seattle City Light will consider the lease agreement and the investment made in the property 
when approaching disposal of the property. A negotiated sale to Picolinos at fair market value would recognize 
their previous investment and allow them to reap the benefits of such while fulfilling the need of City Light to 
obtain fair market value for the property. 

As parents and teachers who are engaged in this community and in our high school, we can tell you Picolinos is 
a gathering place for the neighborhood and their involvement in our community includes employing our 
students and supporting our high school programs. We hope to see them treated fairly in this process. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ann Selberg 
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Patti Kashiwa 

Karen Foti Williams 

Brittany Newell 

Erik Murphy 

Jen Witeck 

Debbie Anderson 
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Croll, Timothy 

( rom: Hildegard Nichols <' 

Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Hello Mr. Croll, 

Wednesday, November 15, 2017 10:05 PM 
SCL_RealProperty 
Surplus properties, former substations 

I have been watching for about four years now how Seattle City Lights is handling the question of so-called 
surplus properties on former substations. 
Around each stations there is a group of neighbours who'd like to keep their little green oasis intact, but is 
ignored by you, or the institution you repres~nt. I'm not happy that there is no alternative energy supplier in 
town, because I don't like to send money every month to an outfit that cuts down trees first and asks questions 
later. I am sure SCL could have saved the plots, and the trees on them, if they had wanted to. 
Why can't they be little parks with some education about the future of clean energy, with displays, prototypes, 
and info about why it is so important to shift away from fossil fuel fast, while saving as many trees as possible 
on the way there? There even could be charging stations or battery exchanges for electric cars and bicycles. 
Please rescue at least some of the substations! 

Hildegard Nichols 

( D.S. Please sign me up on the interest/notification list 

( 
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Croll, Timothy 

( ,:om: pamela arnott · 

( 

Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

To Whom It Concerns; 

Thursday, November 16, 2017 8:04 AM 
SCL_RealProperty 
Seattle City Light 

Seattle Auto Connections is a valued longtime business in Ballard. It would be a significant loss to many 
customers as well as community neighbors if Seattle Auto Connections relocated due to the upcoming 
reassessment to sell vs rent this property. 

Pamela Amott 

Port Angeles, WA 98362 

1 
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Croll, Timothy 

( ~rom: 

..;ent: 
Chase Lyne 

Thursday, November 16, 2017 9:36 AM 

SCL_RealProperty To: 
Subject: Ballard SCL Property 

Hello, 

I currently live beside the lot in Ballard that SCL is considering selling. I strongly recommend that this property 
be converted into a dog park, small park with a playground, or pea patch. If you visit the nearby parks during 
the day, they are packed as so many people need a place for their children to play as well as a place to unwind. 
We could spruce it up and add trees, flowers, and more, and SCL could be responsible for bringing joy, 
happiness, and a bit of green space to the community. 

Ask yourselves, do we want to slap up another over-priced condo, or do we want to make a lasting and positive 
impact on the community? 

Thank you in advance for your consideration, 

Chase Lyne 
Search Strategist, Wheelhouse DMG 

( unes Madison University 2010 
Linkedin 

( 
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Croll, Timothy 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Dear Mr. Kroll and Ms Best, 

Ristorante Picolinos 
Thursday, November 16, 2017 9:43 AM 
SCL_RealProperty 
Best, Lynn 
re: Public Comment - ref Sunset Hill Substation 
Sunset Hiii Substation - 11.16.17.docx 

Please find attached our letter and comments vis-a-vis the proposed sale of the Sunset Hill Substation. 

We hope that Seattle City Light will consider carefully our request for a negotiated, fair market value to Picolinos sale 
given the unique circumstances surrounding this land parcel. 

There is: 

a) considerable and broad based community support 
b) it would an equitable position given the lease and capital improvements made for which Picolinos will suffer irreparable 
harm. 

Hopefully, this won't be the case of a community based business being punished for doing the right thing. 

We look forward to a favorable determination and recommendation of a negotiated sale. 

Sincerly, 

( . om Bailiff 
Pico Corporation dba Ristorante Picolinos 

( 
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November 16th, 2017 

Seattle City Light 

700-Sth Ave, Suite 3316 

Seattle, Wa 98014 

Att: Tim Kroll 

Re: The Sunset Hill Substation - proposed sale 

Seattle City Light has posted notice of its intent to sell the Sunset Hill 

Substation. 

This announcement was made after Seattle City Light had leased the property to 

( Picolinos with the understanding it would be available for a Grand Garden & 

Greenhouse Project. At present Picolinos has spent approx .. $100,000 in 

improvements, fees and permits to make this garden project a reality. 

( 

Having an open space with a garden and grounds has long been a community 

desire and those sentiments have been aptly expressed by many community 

groups during the public comment process, to wit, Sustainable Ballard, 

Groundswell and Elements from the Sunset Hill Community Association. 

Unfortunately, over the course of 10 years, these groups, have been unable to 

obtain any commitments for financial backing or public funding. 

In addition, please find attached copies of additional letters of support from 

other Ballard community groups, as well as many individual letters of support 

already sent, when taken together these constitute a broad constituency of 

support for Picolino's efforts and planned garden concept which is already well 

underway. 
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Further, there has been no notice by other City, County or State agencies which 

have voiced an interest in using the site. The site itself is less than 10, 000 

square feet and thus do not meet the criteria of a qualifying site by the Seattle 

City Parks department. 

Wherein, community groups have been unable to meet funding requirements 

over the course of 10 years and the City has no viable use for the property, 

Picolinos has committed itself in both terms of time, effort and substantial 

money to make that dream a reality. 

In Addition to Broad Community Support there are many other direct and 

indirect benefits: 

a) Broad Based Community Support & Desire for Open Space 

There has been a long standing desire for an open space on this site and 

( there is considerable and broad based community support for Picolino's 

current project. Here is an opportunity to provide this without the use 

of public funds while still providing a full market price for the sale of this 

land parcel. This is truly a "win-win" for both the City & the public. 

( 

Attached: 

Ballard NW Senior Center 

The Rotary Club 

Nordic Heritage Museum 

Ballard High School 

Sent Separately by email direct 

Ballard Alliance (Chamber of Commerce) 

Sunset Hill Book Club 

Many, many letters from Ballard Residents 
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( b} Equitable Dealing & Good Faith By City light 

( 

( 

City light has already leased the land, and Picolinos has relied on same, 

in furtherance of this project. It would seem inequitable to sell the 

property indiscriminately after Picolinos has acted in good faith and spent 

over a $100,000 on site improvements, permits, engineering and fees. 

c) Picolino's Project Requires No Public Funds To Become A Reality. 

While there have been community groups that have expressed interest 

In creating a park or garden, these groups have no financial means to 

achieve this goal. Picolino's project, which allows public access during 

operation hours (6:30 am to 9 pm} is "fully funded" and also will provide 

even far greater and superior facilities to the site with restrooms, 

ADA access, food & beverages availability and all the care and maintenance 

is paid for privately. 

d) Tax Base, Job Creation & City Revenue: 

Picolino's project will also provide a steady stream of revenue for the 

city coffers In the way of property taxes, personal property tax, b&o tax, 

sales tax & provide many new jobs & opportunities for citizens, not only 

during construction but perpetually thereafter. 

Therefore, we would respectfully request the City Light consider and 

recommend a negotiated sale to Picolinos at fair market value. 

Very truly yours, 

Tom Bailiff, President 

Pico Corporation dba Ristorante Picolinos 
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Croll, Timothy 

( ~rom: 

Sent: 
Karen Carlson · 
Thursday, November 16, 2017 10:22 AM 
SCL_RealProperty 

( 

( 

To: 
Subject: Autoconnections 

I am opposed to the sale of the property on which Autoconnections has its business. I have been a long time 
customer of this, business and highly recommend it to my friends. Please allow this company to remain on site 
or to purchase from the city 

Respectfu I ly, 

Karen Carlson 

1 
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Croll, Timothy 

·om: 
.;)ent: 

To: 
Subject: 

Julie Gerlach 
Thursday, November 16, 2017 11:30 AM 
SCL_RealProperty 
Property at 1414 NW Leary Way being discussed at tonights commumity meeting 

I'm hoping this will reach someone before tonights meeting. Auto Connections Seattle 
currently resides in one of the properties being discussed. I've been their Office Manager 
since the company ·was created late 2005. I was able to see the owner take the building at 1414 
NW Leary way and literally transform it into a viable retail facility. He spent 10's of thousands 
of dollars creating this space with the belief that if /when the property became available for 
sale he would have first right to present an offer to purchase it. That wqs almost 12 years ago 
and during that time we have been model tenants, accepting floods that created the need to 
replace carpet twice whenever we have serious rains, a dozen plus visits by plumbers when it 
didn't get quite that bad (at close to $500 a visit), a leaky roof, water heaters and toilets 
needing to be replaced, all at our cost. The price for being patient and waiting for our 
opportunity was worth it in our minds. Now that the property is available and the owner still 
has the desire to purchase it, I feel it would be a disservice to his efforts and to the 
neighborhood not to give him this opportunity. 

( ~ ulie Gerlach 
Office Manager 
Auto Connections Seattle 

( 

1 
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Croll, Timothy 

( om: Alex Jahn 

( 

( 

Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

To whom this may concern, 

Thursday, November 16, 2017 1:10 PM 

SCL_RealProperty 
1414 NW Leary Way Seattle Washington 98107 

My father opened up Auto Connections Seattle to free himself from working for someone and too follow his 
dream of operating his own business. I am currently attending college in Salt Lake City and it has been hard 
not being able to be their and help as I have been doing since I was first able to drive. I don't think selling 1414 
NW Leary way is the best idea. I am the oldest out of 4 children and want my sibling to be able to have the 
same opportunities that my parents have given me. Whether or not my parents know I am and forever will be 
grateful. One of my favorite things is looking forward to coming home from breaks to help my dad at his 

· business. I even am .thinking of following in his foots steps. Selling the property wouldn't stop my dad it would 
just change his business forever. My dad has always focused on being that small car dealer in Ballard that 
provides his customers with great customer service. My fathers passion surpasses most people, he is resilient, 
however selling this property would affect more than just him. He has had a positive impact on the 
surrounding community, and has established an image. I am just am confused as why the city would sell a 
property that has a business operating and bringing the city income. All of the other properties are truly 
surplus and vacant. 

. hank you, 
Alex Jahn 

1 
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Croll, Timothy 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Thomas Furlong · 
Thursday, November 16, 2017 1:39 PM 
SCL_RealProperty 
City light properties 

They should be kept and used to alleyiate problems caused by the housing shortage, to take care to minimize 
the displacement that creates urban sprawl, and it's problems. Take care of the homeless, etc. Thanks for your 
time and consideration. 
Thomas Furlong 
Get Outlook for Android 
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Croll, Timothy 

( om: 
sent: 

Linda Hanlon · 
Thursday, November 16, 2017 1:54 PM 
SCL_RealProperty To: 

Subject: Keep public lands in public hands for low income and homeless housing 

Dear Seattle City Light, 

Affordable housing isn't working all that well at this time because private development is not very 
interested in providing space to others at below market rate. 

Public and private funding is needed. Blending multi-generational needs for housing, child care, 
senior services, health care (especially preventive/wellness programs) with easy access to public 
transit can be done now on public land in the city with financial help from private businesses. 

Please create new community housing that serves all of our needs. Programs are needed to keep 
individuals and families from taking to the streets to live. They need options. Very few of us have 
living wage jobs if we are working in non-profit, hospitality, senior care, retail or food services and 
other sectors. Artists need spaces to live and work. Without proper planning, neighborhoods lose their 
resilience, vitality and creativity. 

Keep public lands in public hands ... our hands, because we need more housing and services for low 
( ;'1come and homeless neighbors. 

Linda Hanlon 

( 

1 
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Croll, Timothy 

( 'rom: 
~ent: 

To: 
Subject: 

·Thursday, November 16, 2017 2:38 PM 

SCL_RealProperty 
selling property 

We are very in favor of selling the City Light property in order to help keep some of the utility costs down for consumers! 
Barbara Lowe & James Brooke 

( 

( 
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Croll, Timothy 

( '"Om: 
_.ent: 

Emily Johnston ... 
Thursday, November 16, 2017 4:04 PM 
SCL_RealProperty 

( 

( 

To: 
Subject: The first best use of "surplus" land should be for housing! 

Dear City Light, 

I wholly support the sale of the two substations to the Office of Housing (though I wish you could just transfer 
it--the City sells/City buys process seems strikingly inefficient). 

But the others should not be sold--they should be leased at the lowest possible cost to either a City department 
that can directly implement creative affordable housing solutions on them, or to community-based nonprofits 
that can do so. 

As the saying goes, real estate is a good investment: they're not making any of it anymore--and that goes double 
for property in a city like Seattle. If this is sold for market-rate housing, we lose a huge opportunity. All surplus 
land should.first be considered for effective (i.e. high density), affordable, and attractive solutions outside of the 
market sphere. At this point, it's a moral imperative. 

Thank you. 
Emily Johnston 

1 
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Croll, Timothy 

'om: 
::>ent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Mr. Croll and Committee: 

Tami Cline 
Saturday, November 18, 2017 11:57 AM 
SCL_RealProperty 
Croll, Timothy 
FW: City Light NW Seattle Properties - Leary Property 

Please consider incorporating the letter below into the records being compiled for the City Light sale of NW Seattle 
properties. I know it is past the deadline of yesterday's date, November 17. I used an incorrect email address as noted 
by the email that was kicked back from the city. 

Sincerely, 

Tami Cline I 206.501.7115 

From: System Administrator 
Sent: Friday, November 17, 2017 5:48 PM 
Subject: Undeliverable: City Light NW Seattle Properties - Leary Property 

3ge did not reach some or all of the intended recipients. 

ject: City Light NW Seattle Properties - Leary Property 
11/17/2017 5:48 PM 

The following recipient(s) cannot be reached: 

'Croll, Timothy ' on 11/17/2017 5:48 PM 
None of your email accounts could send to this recipient. 

From: Tami Cline 
Sent: Friday, November 17, 2017 5:48 PM 
To: 'Croll, Timothy 1 

Subject: City Light NW Seattle Properties - Leary Property 

Dear Mr. Croll, 

I understand the City of Seattle is in the process of evaluating properties to sell; one of them being the building located 
at 1414 NW Leary Way which is currently occupied by Auto Connections Seattle. 

( - ~hink it a shame to close the doors and opportunities on a local business that thrives in it's current location. This is a 
~usiness that has built themselves a reputation by offering great service and trust to the community. Jim Jahn, the 
owner, graduated from Ballard High School and has been in the area for many years. Jim is a pillar in the community. His 
decision to open the doors of his business in Ballard was intentional. His dedication to customers and loyalty to Ballard 

1 
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should be of consideration in this day and age of the internet and big business. It's really nice to have a local guy, doing 
business in his small home town. 

( ~ have worked with Jim Jahn and his loyal employees for over 15 years to buy and sell vehicles. We have also 
. ..:commended them to a host of friends and families as well. We hope to keep with this tradition and to see the building 
at NW Leary Way not be turned into another mega apartment building, multi-use complex, storage facility or the 
like. The current location of Auto Connections Seattle gives the opportunity for city dwellers to shop local rather than 
having to go to the mega car lo~s in suburbia to purchase or sell a vehicle. This establishment benefits the community, 
the business and surrounding businesses. 

Our family hopes you will reconsider selling the current property at 1414 NW Leary Way. 

Sincerely, 

Tami Cline I 

( 

( 
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Croll, Timothy 

( ~rom: 

Sent: 
Nowlin 
Saturday, November 18, 2017 11:07 AM 
SCL_RealProperty; LEG_CouncilMembers 
Surplus properties in Ballard 

/ 
\ 

( 

To: 
Subject: 

We are writing to voice our opposition to selling the seven surplus properties in Ballard to private companies 
or individuals. Those properties need to stay in public hands! There are many ideas of turning them into P 
patches, parks, or areas for trees to be planted and these ideas are all good ones. Land is valuable in more ways 
than just financially and these properties need to be retained for the greater public good. 

Thank you. 

Mark & Bridget Nowlin 

Seattle, WA 98117 
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Croll, Timothy 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Comcast -··- - - -

Friday, November 17, 2017 11:06 PM 

SCL_RealProperty 
Jahn property 

Give the property to the right people, Jim Jahn. They will use the property in the best way. 

Sarah Holt 
Sent from my i Phone 
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Croll, Timothy 

/ 'rom: 
\ 

Kevin Orme· 

( 

Sent: 
To: 
Subject: · 

Friday, November 17, 2017 10:25 PM 

SCL_RealProperty; LEG_CouncilMembers 
Save Green Space and retain ownership of SCL Surplus Properties in Phinney and 

Ballard! 

To the directors of Seattle City Light and the Seattle City Council: 

As you know, there are currently 7 substations being evaluated for sale to private bidders. Please DO NOT sell 
these off in this way! Rather, save them for public greenspace and preservation! 

1) as we all know, the City of Seattle is undergoing dramatic change and at often far too fast a pace. The old 
rule holds VERY true - 'an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure' - preserving these spaces NOW while 
they are still City property is far, far cheaper and smarter than selling them off, and later having to buy back 
private land for public use - the latter scenario makes NO SENSE, as Sound Transit is finding out the hard way 
up north of the city in a similar situation - don't end up in that situation, preserve the property for public use 
NOW! 

2) preserving greenspace in our City is only going to get tougher over the coming decade, let alone next 10-20 
years. Saving these spaces now helps prevent that problem in the future - not only for the cost savings above, 
but for the simple reason we cannot retain what is great about Seattle if we let developers build on every 
square inch of it?! Let alone helping urban wildlife, retain clean air and water and help preserve WHY we live 
in the Pacific Northwest in the first place? Again, the way is clear - retain ownership and preserve these 
properties! 

3) expanding green canopy and habitat goals cannot be done without expanding greenspace in the City. This 
is one of the most cost-effective and plan-effective (meaning you *already own the land*, so you have the 
control you need to enhance and re-green it without interference or buying off greedy private landowners) 
ways to meet those canopy and green goals for the City. Again, retain the land! 

Finally - the people who live here already, especially middle and lower-income classes, want to preserve 
what's great about Seattle NOW rather than get pushed out for McMansions and rich people - retaining 
greenspace for a public benefit, urban wildlife, green canopy and urban forest expansion goals based on land 
you already own is by far and away the BEST way to do it - we want to help! 

kevin orme 

greenwood resident 
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Croll, Timothy 

( from: Sue McGann # 

I Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Dear Seattle City Light, 

Friday, November 17, 2017 10:01 PM 
SCL_RealProperty 
Comments on the Disposition of seven former substation properties in NW Seattle 

I was unable to attend the Thursday Nov. 16th 2017 Public Hearing in Ballard regarding the disposition of the 
seven former substation properties. I am emailing today, Nov. 17th 2017 per the notice instructions with my 
comments and would like to be notified of any actions taken on these sites. 

There is absolutely no reason to sell the substation properties on the open market. These properties belong to 
Seattle City Light (and therefore to the citizens of Seattle) and should be kept that way. Instead of "selling" 
them, they should be leased so that the City of Seattle maintains control over them. Don't forget, no new land is 
being created in our city. 

Seattle desperately needs housing-especially housing that doesn't displace more people. We know these 
"surplus" properties don't currently pencil out for even nonprofit developers of affordable housing, so if you 
sell them, they'll just be a few more market-rate units .... when they could be leased out by the City in a way that 
allows for creative approaches to more housing, more affordably: solutions like a City-owned Community Land 
Trust, community-owned group rental housing, or tiny houses. 

( ~his way, they'll remain under City control, and can also be utilized for the highest good for Seattle's citizens as 
zoning changes are implemented. Where they might have been used for as few as four market-rate single­
family homes (one is zoned industrial), totaling about 12-15 people, they could instead be used for group 
housing for dozens of people, for example, and then shifted to, say, four-story, eight-unit affordable apartment 
or condo buildings for 65+ people ifthe zoning changes. 

( 

These are taxpayer-owned, and we need to shepherd the City's resources. We are tired of the privatization of 
the citizens 's common resources. Selling them now means a one-time windfall, and the guarantee that these 
will be developed as market-rate housing. Keeping them gives us many options to experiment with small-lot 
affordable housing that can work for our neighborhoods. When considering "surplus" properties, the City's 
first priority should be to think whether and how these properties can be used to mitigate our housing 
crisis. 

Sincerely 

SueMcGann 
Seattle Citizen 
98125 
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Croll, Timothy 

( ~rom: 
1 Sent: 

Iona Park 
Friday, November 17, 2017 9:57 PM 
SCL_RealProperty 
LEG_CouncilMembers 

( 

To: 
Cc: 
Subject: substation properties 

Dear Seattle City Light, 

Please do not sell the 7 substation properties in Ballard and Phinney Ridge for development. We believe that 
it's important to keep green space in Seattle because we need trees to take in carbon dioxide, and we need 
nature in our communities. We should be planting more trees, not taking them down. 

Thank you very much. 

Sincerely, 
Leo and Max Park Taber 
(ages 10 and 8) 
Climate Justice Ambassadors 
Plant for the Planet 
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Croll, Timothy 

·rom: 
.:;ent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Dear Mr. Croll, 

David Gauthier · TI> 

Friday, November 17, 2017 9:06 PM 
SCL_RealProperty 
North Beach Substation Comments 

My wife and I own the home that abuts the North Beach Substation property to the South. We are 
writing to oppose the sale of this property or at minimum to delay the sale until a use consistent with 
the surrounding homes and neighborhood community can be identified and funded. 

If the property is sold on the open market, we are extremely concerned that the purchaser would seek 
to re-zone the parcel for multiple units to maximize profit. During the community meeting on 
November 6th 2017, Christopher Ndifon from Seattle Department of Construction and Inspections 
noted that we should pay close attention to the details of this parcel as a savyy developer is likely to 
exploit loopholes in the zoning and short plat processes. Any use of this property beyond the 
proposed SF7200 zoning would adversely affect the neighboring properties, impacting property 
values and the community. From Mr. Ndifon's comments, we are not confident in the City's ability to 
protect and maintain the SF7200 zoning of this property. As this is the only single family property in 
t.he disposition process, we believe SCL should treat this parcel differently and postpone the sale until 
1t can guarantee a final use consistent with the surrounding property. 

If SCL continues with the disposition of this parcel, it seems clear the five adjacent neighbors will be 
engaged in a zoning battle with the city and potential developer for some period of time. The 
Olympic Manor community is already engaged in similar land use battles and we have observed that 
City processes seem to favor developers and can be selectively applied. This parcel does not enjoy 
support from either Olympic Manor or the non-profit groups looking after many of the other sites -
the battle to ensure consistent use will be an expensive and time consuming burden for the five 
directly impacted neighbors. 

We respectfully request that SCL forego the sale of this property, leaving and maintaining it as -is as 
publically owned, un-programmed green space. At a minimum, we request that the sale be delayed 
until such time as a use consistent with the neighborhood can be agreed and guaranteed by SCL and 
SDCI. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

David Gauthier 
( rvlelissa Coffey 
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Croll, Timothy 

ic:rom: 
.:ient: 
To: 
Subject: 

markandcarol schultz 
Friday, November 17, 2017 8:51 PM 

LEG_CouncilMembers; SCL_RealProperty 
Saving our public lands 

We have experienced tremendous growth in Seattle and especially in the last 5 years. More and more people are 
living in high density developments. Yards are a thing of the past for many, as homes are being replaced by 
complexes. People need some room to "breathe". Ballard and Phinney Ridge haye traditionally been short of 
community green space. Other parts of the City as well are in need of green space with the increasing density. 
Green Spaces are essential to keeping our "Urban Villages" and neighborhoods livable. Even mini parks can 
make a huge difference to residents. 

We hope you see this as an opportunity to improve these high density areas and the city. This opportunity 
improve the "livability" of Seattle. 
Thank you 
Carol and Mark Schultz 
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Croll, Timothy 

( "=rom: 
.:ient: 

John Samaras 
Friday, November 17, 2017 8:48 PM 
SCL_RealProperty To: 

Subject: Comments on the Disposition of seven former substation properties in NW Seattle 

Dear Seattle City Light, 

I was unable to attend the Thursday Nov. 16th 2017 Public Hearing in Ballard regarding the disposition of the 
seven former substation properties. I am emailing today, Nov. 17th 2017 per the notice instructions with my 
comments and would like to be notified of any actions taken on these sites. 

There is absolutely no reason to sell the substation properties on the open market. These properties belong to 
Seattle City Light (and therefore to the citizens of Seattle) and should be kept that way. Instead of "selling" 
them, they should be leased so that the City of Seattle maintains control over them. Don't forget, no new land is 
being created in our city. 

Seattle desperately needs housing-especially housing that doesn't displace more people. We know these 
"surplus" properties don't currently pencil out for even nonprofit developers of affordable housing, so if you 
sell them, they'll just be a few more market-rate units .... when they could be leased out by the City in a way that 
allows for creative approaches to more housing, more affordably: solutions like a City-owned Community Land 
Trust, community-owned group rental housing, or tiny houses. 

( 'his way, they'll remain under City control, and can also be utilized for the highest good for Seattle's citizens as 
zoning changes are implemented. Where they might have been used for as few as four market-rate single- · 
family homes (one is zoned industrial), totaling about 12-15 people, they could instead be used for group 
housing for dozens of people, for example, and then shifted to, say, four-story, eight-unit affordable apartment 
or condo buildings for 65+ people if the zoning changes. 

( 

These are taxpayer-owned, and we need to shepherd the City's resources. We are tired of the privatization of 
the citizens 's common resources. Selling them now means a one-time windfall, and the guarantee that these 
will be developed as market-rate housing. Keeping them gives us many options to experiment with small-lot 
affordable housing that can work for our neighborhoods. When considering "surplus" properties, the City's 
first priority should be to think whether and how these properties can be used to mitigate our housing 
crisis. 

Sincerely 

John Samaras, Ph.D. 

Seattle, WA 98125 

1 140 



Croll, Timothy 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Claudia Kiyama .com> 
Friday, November 17, 2017 7:55 PM 
SCL_RealProperty; LEG_CouncilMembers 
Comment on sell of substations 

Seattle City Light and Seattle City Council, 

I am a Ballard homeowner. After attending yesterday's public hearings I agree with many of my neighbors that 
the land of these seven substations should not be sold now. I agree delaying this sell is in the best interest of the 
city of Seattle and its residents. In my opinion, these lots should be sold individually and with the interest of the 
nearby neighbors into consideration. Public use of these lots should be the first option considered. Thank you. 

Claudia Kiyama 
I 
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Croll, Timothy 

"' '=rom: 
( -'ent: 

Bruce Nourish 
Friday, November 17, 2017 7:50 PM 
SCL_RealProperty; LEG_CouncilMembers 

( 

( 

To: 
Subject: Comment regarding the disposition of SCL surplus property 

Hello, 

I write regarding the disposition of surplus City Light properties in and around Ballard and Fremont. I am in 
favor of selling these lots for residential or mixed-use housing development, as allowed by zoning. Seattle has a 
serious shortage of housing, and these properties provide a small opportunity to have more housing. 

Thank you. 

Bruce 
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Croll, Timothy 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Frank Backus _ 

Friday, November 17, 2017 7:43 PM 
SCL_RealProperty 
Selling public greenspace 

I just heard that you are thinking of selling off seven public green spaces in Ballard and Phinney Ridge. 
I want to register my opposition to that plan. Seattle needs more green space for people and wildlife. Green 
space has been shown to improve people's mental health. Green space adds to the city's forest infrastructure. 
Selling it goes in the face of the city's stated goal of increasing the tree canopy in the city. Please rethink the 
plan and do not sell those properties. 

Sent from my iPhone. Frank 
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Croll, Timothy 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Jessica Papkofl · 

Friday, November 17, 2017 7:22 PM 

SCL_RealProperty 

Substations .... 

I am also opposed to the sale of these substation properties to developers. There needs to be more time to 
study and evaluate the possibilities and ramifications of different types of usage. Considering the large loss of 
tree canopy over the years and the allowance of new houses having a much bigger footprint allowing for even 
fewer trees and shrubs, I think these properties should be preserved as green spaces. 

Jessica P. 
(Seattle resident of 34 years.) 
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Croll, Timothy 

( ~rom: 

~ent: 

Penny thackeray 1 > 
Friday, November 17, 2017 7:21 PM 

( 

( 

To: SC L_Rea IP ro perty 
Cc: LEG_ Counci I Members 
Subject: Proposal to sell of Seattle City Light properties in Ballard and Phinney Ridge 

I hope you will find time to read my comments on this proposal and take the feelings of a long -term city 
resident into account . I have always been proud of the green spaces in Seattle and thought we deserved the 
nickname of "the Emerald City" Our tourists and .visitors, who bring a substantial amount of money into the 
city, (which in turn helps all of our residents), always say they will return because we have such a welcoming 
and beautiful place. Our trees always get singled out as particularly inviting But more and more our city's 
appearance is under threat. As we build, build, build, it gets harder and harder to find a place for our children to 
play, our adults to sit and contemplate, our bones to find a sunny spot, and our souls to find a little respite from 
the craziness of what is now a hard-driven city. I feel that if we are not careful we will indeed find ourselves 
with a high density population, but with no escape from all the anguish and soul-destroying factors that come 
with this. Please, please consider the ramifications of your proposal. I grew up in "projects", concrete jungles 
where depression and suicide levels were high, violence erupted, people felt hopeless. Seattle is moving fast on 
a similar trajectory. Helping the mental and physical health of our citizens and our city as an entity is in your 
hands and I want to believe you will take your responsibility very seriously 
With hope and gratitude for your consideration 
Penny A Thackeray 
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Croll, Timothy 

~rom: 

&ent: 
To: 
Subject: 

To whom it may concern: 

Tracey Bernal · · ·· 

Friday, November 17, 2017 6:45 PM 

SCL_RealProperty 
Save substations! 

Please stop selling off land for development. We need green space available for public use to maintain quality 
of life here in Seattle! 

Thank you 

Tracey Bernal 
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Croll. Timothy 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Hi SCL, 

anne · 
Friday, November 17, 2017 5:57 PM 
SCL_RealProperty 
Oleary, anne 
no mention of this e-mail for comments 

I noticed on the surplus properties page of your website- I cannot find this email address for comments­
"SCL _ RealProperty@seattle.gov" 
Possibly I did not see it- Please make it clear for folks that want to comment and go to your site. 

You do have a prominent notice on the web page- to direct questions to the companies email for Timothy Croll. 
Thank you for that. 
I had to go back to the flyer, that was given out at the community meeting, to find the SCL_RealProperty email 
address to comment. 

thank you, 

Anne Brink 
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Croll, Timothy 

( ~rom: 

.)ent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Martina Hauge 
Friday, November 17, 2017 5:54 PM 
SCL_RealProperty 
LEG_CouncilMembers 

Please put a 5 year delay on the sale of substations in Ballard. 

Sent from my iPad 

( 

( 

1 
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Croll, Timothy 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Christina Smith 
Friday, November 17, 2017 4:58 PM 
SCL_RealProperty; LEG_CouncilMembers 
Opposition to proposed sale of 7 "surplus" substation properties 

I am writing to concur with the recommendations of neighbors who attended last night's meeting with Seattle City Light. With 
Seattle becoming much more densely urbanized, creation of new greenspaces is of vital importance to the future liveability of 
the neighborhoods where the surplus substations are located. As public transportation improves more people will choose to live 
without cars, making neighborhood green spaces and "pocket parks" even more important. 

It is completely unnecessary to move forward with sale of these properties while giving so little notice to community groups 
who have voiced interest in trying to preserve these properties for public use. Please establish a 5-year moratorium on sale. If 
these properties are put up for sale now - in such a rushed manner - they will certainly be bought by developers with deep 
pockets and be lost to public use forever. Give Seattle Green Spaces Coalition and Groundswell NW time to raise funds that 
would convert these properties to public use that will benefit Seattle forever. 

Christina Smith 

Seattle, WA 98107 
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Croll, Timothy 

(
. From: 

Sent: 
aileen langhans _ , 

Friday, November 17, 2017 4:55 PM 
SCL_RealProperty; LEG_CouncilMembers 
Aileen Langhans 

l> 

To: 
Cc: 
Subject: Substations up for sale by the SPU 

RE: Sale of Seattle City Light substation properties 

To whom it may concern: 

The City of Seattle already has a major deficit in open, green space, especially given the 
rapid increases in its population. Any and all excess city land is not the property of the 
Seattle City Light to discard at will; it should be held by the city in stewardship for all its 
citizens and taxpayers and, therefore, be protected, preserved, and re-purposed for 
their betterment. This City and Seattle City Light should not make this a financial 
decision, but a long-term commitment to promoting livability, safety, and a sense of 
community. 

Please canceled this foolish effort to sell off seven former substations in Ballard and 
Phinney Ridge to developers. The City of Seattle must refocus its own commitment 
away from speculators and profit seekers, especially when it does so to the detriment of 

( ts long-term residents. This decision to sell should not a viable option. 

Sincerely, 

Aileen M. Langhans on behalf of the Langhans Family, residents of Seattle since 1955. 

( 
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Croll, Timothy 

11:rom: 
.)ent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Kathleen Kerkof i> 

Friday, November 17, 2017 4:52 PM 
SCL_RealProperty; Kathleen Kerkof 
Disposition of 7 former substation properties in NW Seattle 

I am writing to express my opposition to losing these public properties to private ownership. I think they 
should stay publicly-owned lands. 

The city is an ecological system with any loss of open space having many unforeseen repercussions. Any kind 
of open space is extremely valuable to both humans and all the other species we share this ecosystem 
with. Do we want a city with no birds, no butterflies, no bees, no areas, no salmon; a city where children have 
no direct experience of nature such catching butterflies and grasshoppers or watching ants or birds gathering 
materials and building a nest or digging in the dirt? Do we want our children to only engage the world through 
technology? As adults, how will they look for solutions to climate change and collapsing natural systems that 
work with nature if they do not learn to love nature as children and all they have experienced is technology? 
Our city is moving to eliminate yards so don't assume children they will have them to play in or that our parks 
will be adequate. 

There is a growing worldwide awareness of a lack of and a need for Nature Play. Google it and you will find a 
lot on it including a recently written book. I think that converting these sites into Nature Play sites would offer 
many benefits for our children, our wildlife and the city. The Loyal Heights site is very close to a school that 

( overing its playground with new buildings. Where are those children suppose to play? Why not give them a 
nature play area? The Ballard site has wonderful big trees on it. Just putting in a bench would give everyone a 
peaceful place to sit and listen to the sounds of the wind in the leaves and birds. The Monroe site could be used 
by the horticulture program at Ballard High School for greenhouses, gardens or beekeeping. How about renting 
it to them? 

( 

lthink the parks dept needs to look at sites smaller than 10,000 ft. Little wild pockets are valuable. Groomed, 
landscaped areas or play fields are not the only areas we need. The parks dept has said none of their sites fall in 
the pocket of park deficits. Has that assessment taken into account the tremendous growth in the population of 
Ballard? 

I could say much more but it is getting close to the deadline for comment so I will end here with once that land 
is sold to private hands, the benefit to the public is gone forever. 

Sincerely, 

Kathy Kerkof 
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Croll, Timothy 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

S Denise Henrikson · 

Friday, November 17, 2017 4:47 PM 
LEG_CouncilMembers; SCL_RealProperty 

Save public lands for public benefit! 

i am writing to urge the City of Seattle to retain our public lands so it can be used for public benefit. It belongs 
to all of us. There are other ways to raise money-·like raising the taxes on highly profitable corporations, but 
once sold off, we do not have the funds to repurchase public land. 

Thank you for protecting land for current and future Seattle residents. 

Sincerely, 
Denise Henrikson 
West Seattle 
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Croll, Timothy 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Maureen Brinck-Lund ~ 

Friday, November 17, 2017 4:43 PM 
SCL_RealProperty 
power station properties 

J 

Is there a shortage of small pieces of developable property in Seattle to the degree that these properties that are 
currently in the ownership of the public, the City of Seattle (City Light) must be sold? What's the hurry? There 
have been many good ideas put forth for how the neighborhoods they are in can use them for the good of 
everyone in the 'hood. Can't we give that a try? 
If in a few years' time those ideas don't pan out, or some of them do and some of them don't, then we can 
reconsider selling the property. It will undoubtedly have retained or increased in value. Holding on to these 
few, but necessary, open places can provide opportunities for the community to create communal spaces. If 
every inch of our city is filled with housing and commercial, we will be short-circuiting a once-in-forever 
chance for creating gathering places to complement our self-contained housing units. 

Thanks for your consideration. 
Maureen Brinck-Lund 
98117 

1 153 



( 

Croll, Timothy 

icrom: 
.:ient: 
To: 
Subject: 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

Steve Bates 
Friday, November 17, 2017 4:36 PM 
SCL_RealProperty 
FW: 1414 NW Leary Way in Ballard 

.J 

Having read your intention of selling off some of your excess property http://www.seattle.gov/light/Property/surplus.as 
I was surprised to here that included in that possible sale was the property on NW Leary Way. 

I understand the need to be diligent in the way we run our business and disposing of something that's unused or in 
excess and property is one of them, but in today's economic climate property is the one thing that makes us money, 
especially when you have business's renting that property from you, it's like a cash cow so why you would consider 

selling NW Leary Way when there are established companies on there that are serving the local community with local 
owners, local staff working them, some of these have been there years even decades in the community. 

We thrive in our business because of entrepreneurs running their corner shop or dealership, they support us as we 
support them. I would ask that you seriously consider your options when deciding the fate of NW Leary Way. The value 
of the land can only go up also I know there will be a lot of unhappy people that have given a great deal of custom to 
those business's over the years to see them just get pushed out. 

Thank you for your time. 

Steve Bates I General Manager I BMW Seattle 
{ lnterco: 81101477 I,-

A customer is the most important visitor on our premises. They are not dependent on us. We are dependent on them. 
They are not an interruption in our work. 
They are the purpose of it. They are not an outsider in our business. They are a part of it. We are not doing the 
customer a favor by serving them. 
The customer is doing us a favor by giving us an opportunity to do so. 
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Croll, Timothy 

icrom: 
.:ient: 
To: 
Subject: 

Estella Leopold 
Friday, November 17, 2017 4:14 PM 
SCL_RealProperty 
Pis do not sell the substations! 

We definitely need more green space, especially in those areas in the down Town Seattle! 
If you did not sell the substations we could turn each of those into a green area And provide open spaces for 
your young folks! 
Even if we had to volunteer to do this- make green areas out of them using volunteer help!! Raise money in 
the city to do this! 
Estella Leopold 
Professor emeritus 
UW Dept. of Biology 
Box 351800 
Seattle, WA 98195 
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Croll, Timothy 

~rom: 

.>ent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

To: Seattle City Light 

Sharon LeE. · 
Friday, November 17, 2017 4:24 PM 
SCL_RealProperty 
LEG_CouncilMembers; Josh Castle; Gustaveson, Lisa; Scarola, George; Best, Lynn 
Disposition of seven former substation properties in northwest Seattle 

Re: Disposition of seven former substation properties in northwest Seattle 

Given the severe shortage of affordable housing and shelter in Seattle and the Mayor-elect Durkan's interest in building 
1,000 tiny houses to alleviate the unsheltered homeless crisis, we strongly urge you to use the seven former substation 
properties in northwest Seattle first and immediately as site for tiny house villages and later as sites for permanent 
affordable housing. 

The Tiny House Village sponsored by the Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd in the Central Area is on a Single Family 
zoned property. It is a great example of what can be done to design a compatible village that fits into the 
neighborhood. There are 14 tiny houses (each 8' x 12') for homeless families, couples and singles. It is located at 1419 
22 Ave. We believe the former substation sites can be used in a similar way to help homeless people. 

You have a tremendous opportunity to do a lot of good quickly with these properties. We are happy to meet with you to 
discuss how this can take place. 

Jincerely, 

Sharon 

Sharon H. Lee 
Executive Director 
Low Income Housing Institute 

Seattle, WA 98121 

Housing is a human right! 
Need Affordable Housing? Available units posted weekly at: 
http://www.lihi.org/availableunits.html 
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Croll, Timothy 

( ~rom: 

Sent: 
Estella Leopold 
Friday, November 17, 2017 4:11 PM 
SCL_RealProperty 

( 

To: 
Subject: Fwd: [treepac_seattle] Deadline to Comment to Save City-Owned Land from being sold 

Dear Seattle Council-
W e definitely need more green space, especially in those areas in the down Town Seattle! 
If you did not sell the substations we could turn those into a green area And provide open spaces for your 
young folks! 
Even if we had to volunteer to do this- make green areas out of them using volunteer help!! 
Estella Leopold 
Professor emeritus 
UW Dept. of Biology 
Box 351800 
Seattle, WA 98195 

Begin forwarded message: 

SCL RealProperty@seattle.gov 
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Croll, Timothy 

"":rom: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

J Katzenberger _ 
Friday1 November 17, 2017 4:04 PM 
SCL_RealProperty; LEG_CouncilMembers 
Substation- Extend comment and evaluation period 

With so much focus on development, the City may have lost sight on livability. Neighborhoods should be 
allowed input on what may be built at former substations in their communities. It is after all "City" land and 
they are stakeholders. 

The public comment period must be extended. 

J Katzenberger 
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Croll, Timothy 

( "=rom: 
Sent: 

christopher mehlin · 
Friday, November 17, 2017 4:02 PM 
LEG_CouncilMembers; SCL_RealProperty 
Selling substations is a poor use of them 

( 

To: 
Subject: 

As a Ballard resident I would like to register my disfavor with the notion of selling these power substations to developers. 

Many good public uses could be found for these, including mini-parks. Just keeping some land wild would be good, too. 

If a developer buys them we'll just get more ugly, expensive box housing. And we have quite enough of that. 

Thanks, 
Chris Mehlin 
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Croll, Timothy 

( ·om: 
_cnt: 
To: 
Subject: 

To whom it may concern, 

Jim Rockwell : 

Friday, November 17, 2017 3:58 PM 
SCL_Rea I Property 
City Light NW Substation Property Disposition Project 

I have been to all of the meetings with regard to the disposition of the 7 NW substation properties. 
thought the process has been very good and Timothy Croll has been very consistent and even keeled 
throughout the process. 

During these meetings it has been made clear by both Tim and City Councilmen O'Brien that there is 
an approved track to run on with respect to the disposition of the properties. One thing that was 
made clear to all in the meetings is that the properties are made open to other City of Seattle 
Departments as part of the process and that regardless of who buys the property, whether a City of 
Seattle Department or they end up being sold to a private citizen, that the sale should occur at a Fair 
MarketValue. 

Throughout the meetings there have been a number of citizens that represent various proponents of 
keeping all properties as open space of one type or another. I can certainly agree with them that with 
the rapid growth we are experiencing iri Seattle that saving or creating more open space is an 
admirable goal. To that end, at some of the meetings there were representatives of the Seattle Park 

( ~partment and they let people know that there are established criteria for establishing new parks, 
such as the park gap analysis, street frontage and other criteria. 

The reason I bring this up is the property at 3209 NW 65th Street. Per the people at the Seattle Park 
Department this property does not meet the criteria to have it be bought by the parks 
department. One specific area this property fails miserable is that the street frontage on NW 65th is 
only 20 feet. Unless somebody actually knew a park was there most people would just walk right by 
it. It is not a prime candidate to become a park under any circumstances. 

Yet the prevailing mood at the Public Hearing last night on November 16 of the various pro park 
people was that every green space is worth preserving. I do not consider this to be good public 
policy. City funds for parks are scarce and the public dollars we have should be used to maximum 
affect. 

I am aware through having my office in the neighborhood that Picolino's Restaurant has an interest in 
developing the property. To me this is a fantastic opportunity to have a successful small business be 
able to expand and serve the community. Picolino's has been an outstanding neighbor, contributing 
thousands of dollars to non-profits that ask for donations. I believe a good case can be made that 
this is the highest and best use for the property. Why do I say this? While in agreement with the 
various advocates for more open space who spoke at the meeting on November 16th, I think the 
number of people that would actually use the space at 3209 NW 65th would be very small due to odd 
shape with little street frontage. Picolino's serves thousands of Seattle citizens each month and 

( Jses early each night, by a litt.le after 1 Opm even on the weekends. They are the perfect 
neighborhood business that acts as a magnet for all that live in the area. 
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The pro parks people did seem to come together on the November 16th meeting with the idea of not 
making any decision at this time and waiting 5 years to decide what to do with all 7 of the 
properties. I encourage City Light NOT to take this advice. Tens of thousands of dollars of City Light 

( J1Ployees time have_ be~n allocated to thi~ project at this time. Let's move f~~ard to dispo_se of 
·. d1ese surplus properties in an orderly fashion that benefits as many Seattle c1t1zens as possible. 

Sincerely, 

Jim Rockwell 

Jim Rockwell I Designated Broker 
r ---------------A··----------

WEB www.RockwellRealtyLLC.com 

Rockwell 
REALTY 

Connected to Community 

( 

( 
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Croll, Timothy 

~rom: 

~ent: 

To: 
Subject: 

Susan Darling · 
Friday, November 17, 2017 3:47 PM 
SCL_RealProperty 
Substations 

Please hold off selling .these properties until organizations can act to keep some of them 
as green spaces. I highly encourage you to keep the Loyal Heights location as a green 
space. There is not a nearby play space especially with the paving over of the Loyal 
Heights Elementary School playground. Absolutely do not tear out or damage the old fir 
trees at the property. Many of the members of the public, including many at the hearing 
last night, would take action if the trees are endangered. 

Susan Darling 
Ballard Resident 

1 
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Croll, Timothy 

( ~rom: 

:ient: 
To: 
Subject: 

Friday, November 17, 2017 2:46 PM 
SCL_RealProperty; LEG_CouncilMembers 
RE: Seattle City Light Property 6109 Phinney Avenue N. and other properties 

Dear Seattle City government: 

This comment concerns the property owned by and no longer needed by Seattle City Light at 6109 
Phinney Avenue North and in other locations in Seattle. 

I would urge the City to keep these properties in as natural a state as possible. In particular, plant 
trees, particularly nut trees and other trees that are useful to birds. In further particular, the City of 
Seattle should lead the way in effectuating what the Nobel Prize winning biologist E. 0. Wilson 
proposes: turning over half the land space on the planet to Nature. If humans are going to survive, we 
need to stop destroying every system that allows this planet to sustain life. 

One proposal that many of my friends and neighbors approve of is planting trees and 
milkweed. Milkweed is necessary to the life cycle of Monarch butterflies. Monarchs are facing 
extinction as a result of milkweed being destroyed by herbicides and habitat destruction. Plant trees 
and milkweed. Give the Monarchs and birds and other organisms in this web of life a chance. 

What we really do not need is more development. The Phinney neighborhood has already been 
( 1rgely desecrated and negatively altered by the increased traffic and congestion of the horrid condos 

and development allowed by the City. Seriously, Seattle has one of the most magnificent natural 
settings on the .planet and could be a stunningly beautiful city. But instead, on Phinney Ridge, the 
City has allowed multi-story condos to block out the views of the Cascade Mountains to the east and 
the Olympic Mountains to the west. 

Instead of more crowding, Seattle could be a leader in giving land over to the other lifeforms with 
whom we share this planet and allowing them and out species to live. And among the best actions 
that can be taken on global warming is to plant trees, more trees everywhere and reforest the planet. 

Thank you. 

Helga Kahr 

IA W OFFICES OF HELGA KAHR 
Seattle, Washington 
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Croll, Timothy 

-:rom: 
~ent: 

To: 
Subject: 

Anne Ewalt ~ 

Friday, November 17, 2017 2:13 PM 
SCL_RealProperty 
green spaces in Seattle - ~allard Property 

Please do not sell of this valuable green space. We already don't have enough trees per capita in accordance 
with Seattle's Plan. Trees and green spaces make Seattle a desirable place, and enable humans to live on this 
planet. 
Please invest in the earth for our future generations! 
thank you 
Anne Ewalt 

1 
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Croll, Timothy 

1m: 
-cnt: 
To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Friday, November 17, 2017 1:56 PM 
SCL_RealProperty 
disposition of SCL property 1414 NW Leary Way 
Renter's wishes.pdf 

Jim & Marie Jahn, Auto Connections Seattle (ACS) "a better way to buy a car" 

Seattle, WA 98107 

Timothy Croll, Seattle City Light and The Seattle City Council 
700 Fifth Ave, Suite 3316 
Seattle, WA 98104 
SCL_ RealProperty@seattle.gov 

November 16, 2017 

Seattle City Light's Disposition of Seven Former Substation sites in NW Seattle Public Hearing 
and ACS recommendation this property remain as a profitable rental for the City of Seattle. 

1414 NW Leary Way is the only property of the seven zoned that is commercial and currently generating the City of 
Seattle through Seattle City Light monthly rental and tax income. 

Since 2005 ACS have been timely renters, investing over $100,000 of our own funds into the property so as to make 
the space usable and complementary doing important business in our community. 

We make good neighbors regularly supporting many businesses within walking space of our property and far 
beyond. Some of our closest: Nix Auto, Les Schwab, DMI Auto, Northern European Motors, SMJ Studio, 
OfficeMax, Rubens Brewery, Doctor Don's, Carter VW /Subaru, OfficeMax, Max Upholstery. Dr Dons, Carter 
Volkswagen/Subaru, Kemly Electric, Rudd Painting, Stones German Garage Ginger's Pet Rescue, High Road 
Automotive, Bardahl Oil, Java Jahn and so many more. 

Auto Connections Seattle understands the sale of the seven former Substations is a business decision the Seattle 
City Light needs to make. :ro include our property in the sale with the six other Substation sites seems premature 
given the revenue and jobs provided here. (Vehicle sales collect 10.4 % in taxes.) 

Environmental studies and toxic cleanup at this address will be costly. All of our surrounding neighbors have found 
contamination on their land which complicates selling properties. 

ACS is happy to stay on as a renter of Seattle City Light during these studies. If the city doesn't want to continue 
(.. Titli. renters we are interested in a cash purchase of this location. Given the investment to the property we feel we 

. .:serve first right of refusal when negotiating -with the City of Seattle. 

1 
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In this current discussion of selling "Property #6 Leary" no person/ entity with whom ACS can discuss; what the 
city knows about contamination at this address, who will be doing a study, what time table is involved with ACS as 
a tenant? As a tenant we deserve more active personal communication. 

( ~ are available to meet and talk with whomever has the authority to give us more information and expect to have 
this meeting on the calendar by December 15rh, 2017. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Jim & Marie Jahn owners of Auto Connections Seattle 

Jim Jahn 
autoconnectionsseattle.com 

a better way to buy a car 

( 

( 
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Croll, Timothy 

( "=rom: 
..)ent: 

Cassie Carroll ., 1 > 

Friday, November 17, 2017 1:50 PM 
SCL_RealProperty 

( 

( 

To: 
Subject: Do Not Develop Our Green Spaces! 

Dear Seattle City Light, 

Please do NOT sell 7 former substation properties in Ballard and Phinney Ridge. These sites have been green with 
trees for many years. Many neighbors want to keep them as mini-parks. Last night, people spoke up at a public 
hearing. Seattle Green Spaces Coalition is asking that these sites be re-purposed for public benefit, not sold off for 
private development. I support Seattle Green Spaces Coalition and want to see these sites re-purposed and kept 
as green space! 

Many thanks, 

Cassie Carroll 

Seattle, WA 

1 
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Croll, Timothy 

( ~rom: 
.:ient: 
To: 
Cc: 

Groundswell Northwest <, 

Friday, November 17, 2017 1:17 PM 
SCL_RealProperty 
O'Brien, Mike; Nevins, Chip; Croll, Timothy 

Subject: Groundswell NW Comments on Seattle City Light disposition of seven former substation 
properties in Northwest Seattle 

Attachments: NW Seattle Substations Analysis and Coverletter.docx 

Please see the attached document with Groundswell NW comments for the public record in regards to the 
Seattle City Light disposition of seven former substation properties in NW Seattle. Please contact me if you 
have any questions or requests for clarification. 

Regards, 

Dawn Hemminger 

Groundswell NW, President 

( vww.groundswellnw.org I' 
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OUNDSWELL NW 
..ating Community Parks & Habit.at 

P.O. Box 17163 I Seattle, WA 98127 

11.16.17 

Attention: Seattle City Light 

I am writing on behalf of Groundswell NW in reference to Seattle City Light's planned disposition of seven former substation 

properties in northwest Seattle. We appreciate your outreach and the opportunity to provide comment. 

Over the past 20 years, Groundswell NW has become a trusted resource and advocate for parks, open space and habitat in NW 

Seattle. We have an outstanding track record in collaborating with our community members and the City, and view the recent 

availability of the substation properties as a timely opportunity to collaborate with Seattle City Light to preserve much needed open 

space in this fast-developing neighborhood where available property is at a premium. 

In response to the current disposition process, we have assembled the accompanying document that identifies potential open space 
opportunities for each NW Seattle SCL property on the disposition list. We encourage SCL to use this document as a guide to better 
understand the local history, community context, and potential open space opportunities for each property. 

In addition to reviewing this document, we request SCL to: 

1. Acknowledge that the top 4 properties on our list (Loyal Heights, Sunset, Monroe, North Beach) have the highest potential 

for open space use and to work with Groundswell NW to allow the community more time to evaluate, build support and 

raise funds if needed. 

( 2. Provide an option for the P-Patch program to evaluate the use of these properties for community gardening. 

( 

3. Give the community more opportunities to provide public input, in particular, we are asking for a Public Hearing format 

when SCL presents recommendations for NW property disposition to City Council. A public hearing, which accommodates 

for public input, would alleviate some of the time pressure for groups that are still getting organized and also provide an 

opportunity for the City Council and SCL to receive recommendations from the public in the same setting. 

In closing, we appreciate the opportunity to participate in the process. Please contact me if you would like any further clarifications. 

We continue to value our partnership with Seattle Public Light and look forward to collaborating with you! 

Sincerely, 

Dawn Hemminger 

Board President, Groundswell NW I groundswellnw@gmail.com I 206-953-3940 

On behalf of fellow Groundswell NW Board Members: Jan Satterthwaite, Dave Boyd, Renee Dagseth, Dennis Galvin, Devon Shannon, 

Susanne Daniell 
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( NW Seattle Substations - An Opportunity for the Community 

( 

( 

Groundswell NW has identified the decommissioned,substations in NW Seattle as opportunities for 

community use for over 20 years. This is in keeping with our longstanding goal of keeping public lands in 

public hands and making it possible for everyone to walk to a public open space without having to cross 

an arterial. These substations were first identified as an opportunity in Groundswell's 1996 Ballard -

Crown Hill Open Space Inventory and Action Plan, which was supported by a Neighborhood Matching 

Fund grant and hundreds of hours of volunteer time. 

The Crown Hill - Ballard Neighborhood Plan in 1998 identified all nine NW Seattle substations in the 

planning area, along with any other surplus public lands, as opportunities for community use (not 

necessarily open space - potentially also for affordable housing or other community benefits). The City's 

response was that the sites would be evaluated on a case-by-case basis. 

We renewed our interest in these substations for community use as part of our 2014 Ballard Open Space 

Plan Update, another Neighborhood Matching Fund project. Until recently, the fate of these sites was in 

limbo, so it has been difficult to mobilize community support around future uses since the owner, 

Seattle City Light {SCL), was not forthcoming about plans for the sites. 

In fall of 2017, SCL began outreach to some community organizations on the disposition of 7 substation 

properties in NW Seattle. When Groundswell NW indirectly learned of this outreach, we acted quickly by 

contacting SCL and scheduling a public meeting on October 18, co-hosted with Seattle Green Spaces 

Coalition and Sunset Hill Community Association. 

What can be done with these small parcels? 

A prime example is the 6th Avenue NW Pocket 

Park at NW 75th St. and 6th Ave NW. Seattle Parks 

worked with Cascade Land Conservancy, now 

Forterra, to purchase the Whittier substation 

and the adjacent corner house in 2002. 

Groundswell NW acted as fiscal sponsor for the 

community group that got a Neighborhood 

Matching Fund and other grants to develop this 

gem of a corner park (see photo at right). 

We need more time 

By bundling seven of these sites for disposition, 
SCL has put the community at a disadvantage. After waiting for years to find out when the process will 

begin, we are faced with a tight timeline for several sites that have potential for community use. As an 

all-volunteer organization, we have learned that these projects can be accomplished, but they take time. 

We have begun the process of analyzing and prioritizing the sites, but will need more time to develop 

support from the community, the City and potential funders. 

Our analysis and recommendations for properties on the disposition list 

Below is our initial analysis of the seven sites up for sale, in rough priority as potential open space. We 

plan to make a formal request to City Council to delay the sale of at least the top four sites listed below 

in order to give the community time to further prioritize and develop support for these sites. 
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1. Loyal Heights 

7750 28th Ave NW, 8,158sf, zoned LR2 RC, 

$900K projected value. Identified as one of 

two sites of interest to the Office of Housing, 

but it does not have good access to transit or 

other services. 

Open Space potential: Parks' analysis shows 

that it is not in a gap, but it is .5 miles from 

the NE corner of Sunset View Park and just 

under .5 miles from the tip of Golden Gardens 

Park that extends to the intersection of NW 

g5th St and 32nd Ave NW. That finger of the 

park has no usable open space -to reach any 

SEATI!.E 9S1!7 

Lot lilNs att approxba&tit. :Sot Cor if.ial taW. Sc-e 

ou:1aua.11ill•« 

usable open space, other than the stairs themselves, one must' descend the stairs and pathways and 

cross Golden Gardens drive to Upper Golden Gardens Park. It is in an arterial quadrant with no public 

open space, other than what will be left over when the Loyal Heights Elementary expansion is complete. 

The loss of significant public open space on the elementary school site, which was developed through 

neighborhood initiatives, creates a strong justification to offset that loss with acquisition of the Loyal 

Heights Substation. 

The site includes several mature conifers, which provide ecological and aesthetic benefits to the 

neighborhood. SCL preserved these trees during the clean-up of the site by using air shovels to remove 

( contaminated dirt around their roots. Redevelopment of the site would likely require their removal. 

2. Sunset 

3209 NW 65th St, 6,300sf, zoned NCl-30, $660K projected 

value. Groundswell NW and Sunset Hill Community Association 

co-sponsored a Neighborhood Matching Fund project to 

develop a conceptual design for the site. The resulting proposal 

was for a neighborhood-sponsored community solar project 

with a solar array· on an overhead structure and gathering 

space beneath. Late in the project we learned that State law 

prohibits neighborhood-sponsored community solar projects 

on power utility owned sites (some changes to the State law 

are in the works and need to be tracked and studied). Parks 

was not interested in acquiring the site, so the plan was to 

convince City Light to retain the site for public benefit. With the 

neighborhood-sponsored option out, we asked City Light to 

consider it as a utility-sponsored community solar project, but 

they declined, wanting to find larger, more visible sites, and 

ones that wouldn't require building a structure to hold the panels. 

More recently, the owner of the adjacent business, Pico Ii nos, has leased the site for $1015.56/month 

and has begun making improvements. First with paving along the alley to accommodate the businesses 

( dumpsters (which had been parked along the NW 65th St sidewalk), and second, an application to 
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"Establish use as eating and drinking establishment and construct new commercial pre-manufactured 

building, occupy per plan." The value of the second application is $250K. Corrections have been required 

by several of the City reviewers as of 10/24/17. 

Open Space potential: Parks' analysis shows that it is not in a gap, being within .5 miles of Webster Park, 

and its minimal street frontage was noted as problematic, but it is in an arterial quadrant without public 

open space, and reaching Webster Park from this quadrant requires crossing two arterials, NW 55th St 

and 32nct Ave NW. The conceptual plan developed by the community could have created a self-sustaining 

community gathering space and neighborhood emergency hub, provided SCL was willing to hold the 

property and allow the use, or that another entity was able to acquire it. A very preliminary discussion 

was held with the Picolinos owner about a partnership that would have allowed the business to use the 

site periodically in exchange for day-to-day monitoring and maintenance, but such an arrangement 

would depend on resolving issues around ownership and development of the community space and 

possible community solar installation. 

3. Monroe 

1405 NW 55th St, 4,000sf, zoned LR3, $420K 

projected value. Across from Ballard High, this is 
routinely dismissed as an open space opportunity by 

those who say it would just become a place for BHS 

students to smoke. On the other hand, there has 

been interest by BHS science faculty who see an 

opportunity for an outdoor classroom associated 

with their greenhouse and horticulture program. 

Open Space potential: Parks' analysis shows that it 

is not in a gap, being within .5 miles of the coming 

Gemenskap Park, and is well below their desired 

10,000sf threshold for new parks. Adding the 4,800sf corner parcel to the east would help and give it 

much more visibility. The long term concept has Gemenskap Park extending along 14th Ave NW north to 

55th, so this site could become a north gateway to that 

linear park. 

4. North Beach 

9407 19th Ave NW, 6,600sf, zoned SF7200, $330K 

projected value. Adjacent to the NW corner of the 

Whitmwn Middle School grounds and track. A couple 

at the 10/18/17 community meeting expressed interest 

in a P-Patch on this site. 

Open Space potential: Not in a Parks open space gap, 

nor in an arterial quadrant without public open space. 
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5. Phinney 

6109 Phinney Ave N, 6,000sf, zoned NC2-40, $SOOK projected 

value. Somewhat hidden behind a multifamily development. 

Open Space potential: Parks' analysis shows that it is not in a 

gap, being well within .5 miles of Woodland Park, across 

Phinney Ave N to the south. Parks also notes that it doesn't 

have good visual access from the street. It is in an arterial 

quadrant that has three public open spaces, albeit small ones. 

6. Ballard 
6728 24th Ave NW, 5,lOOsf, zoned 

LR2, $560K projected value. Nestled 

between two apartment buildings, 

mid-block between NW 67th and NW 

7oth Streets on an arterial, 24th Ave 

NW. 

Open Space potential: Not in a Parks 

open space gap, nor in an arterial 

quadrant without public open space. 

7. Leary 

1414 NW Leary Way, 8,800sf, zoned IG2 

U/65, $880K projected value. Property with a 

building, long leased to a car repair shop and 

used to store vehicles. 

Open Space potential: Not in a Parks open 

space gap, nor in an arterial quadrant without 

public open space. 

Comments on properties not currently on the disposition list 

In addition to the seven sites slated for disposition in this process, Groundswell NW and the community 

continue to have interest in two sites not included on the disposition list, Market St. and Olympic. The 
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Market St. property is right in the middle of a significant gap in the Seattle Parks gap analysis and would 

serve the west part of the Ballard Urban Village. SCL has said it will hold Market St. and the Olympic 

properties as part of a "resiliency" strategy with the possibility of solar arrays, battery storage and 

micro-grids that could serve the immediate neighborhood in the event of a major power outage. 

Since Market has such good potential as open space, we would like to know more about the technical 

requirements and whether another site could serve that purpose, or if such facilities could co-exist with 

some public open space, similar to the Sunset Substation proposal we developed. 

While the Olympic property may not have great potential as open space, it would be a good site for 

affordable housing, being in an urban village and on a Rapid Ride line. Could such a ·development be 

combined with solar collectors, battery storage and a micro-grid? 
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Croll, Timothy 

om: 
.,,ent: 
To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Dear Tim Croll, 

Friday, November 17, 2017 1:09 PM 
SCL_RealProperty 
Disposition of 1414 NW Leary Way 
summary public reviews.pdf 

J 

Thank you for the work you have done with the community in giving us opportunity to comment and request 
details regarding the disposition of the seven city light properties in NW Seattle. 

As an employee of Auto Connections Seattle - one of four - I have a vested interest in what happens to this 
property and hope to continue helping folks buy cars at this location far into the future. 

- We are the only one of the seven properties which provides an income to the city and tax revenue and the 
highest rate - 10.4 for vehicle sales. 
- We have invested over $100,000 into this sight making it a great place to do business in the Ballard 
neighborhood. 

You will see attached (and cut and pasted below) is a summary of reviews from our customers who have been 
happy to find us because we sell cars a little differently. We pay attention to the details and the customers best 
i11terest. Our customers often make note in these public forums as to how much they appreciate working with 

( ·'· 

Jim Jahn is a wonderful boss. He is both caring and earnest in his desire to build a profitable business. This is 
not an easy task in the auto business. It takes great personal skill and savvy connections as well as belief that 
the product you are providing is proven and appreciated. It takes doing the right thing even when that is a 
costly choice. 

In the upcoming discussion with Seattle City Light and the City of Seattle I hope there can be some creative 
discussion regarding the possible continued rental of 1414 NW Leary Way or a way to be a part of the bid 
process to purchase 1414 NW Leary Way. 

Thanks again for listening to our requests. We look forward to more discussion. 

Best wishes, Janna Stern 

Janna Stern 
autoconnectionsseattle.com 
1-r 1-. 

~ better way to buy a car 
( D' 
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YELP Reviews: 4outof5stars 24reviews Car Dealers 

.:Jim handed me the keys to each one and let me fully inspect everything and then take each on 
a test drive." in 9 reviews 

"Fortunately for me, Janna was sooo helpful and honest and patient and etc!!" in 3 reviews 

"My first used car buying experience. John is straight to the point and helpful, seems like 
someone you would enjoy a beer with." 

Go 0 gl e Reviews :4.99 Stars Used car dealer in Seattle, Washington 

"Nice people great deals thanks for the great service!" 

( ''This was the best experience we have ever had buying a car!" 

( 

"We could not believe the overall condition of a 25 year old car, wow!" 

Cars.com Reviews 

Customer Service 

Average Ratings 

5.0 

9 lifetime reviews. 

100% recommend this dealer 
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Quality of Repair 

Overall Facilities 

Buying Process 
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YE LP Reviews: 4 out of 5 stars 24 reviews Car Dealers 

"] im handed me the keys to each one and let me fully inspect everything and then take 
each on a test drive." in 9 reviews 

"Fortunately for me, Janna was sooo helpful and honest and patient and etc!!" in 3 reviews 

''My first used car buying experience.John is straight to the point and helpful, seems like 
someone you would enjoy a beer \vith. " 

Google Reviews: 4.99 Stars Used car dealer in Seattle, Washington 

"Nice people great deals thanks for the great service!" 

"This was the best experience we have ever had buying a car!" 

"We could not believe the overall condition of a 25 year old car, wowl" 

Cars.com Reviews 

Customer Service 
Quality of Repair 
Overall Facilities 
Buying Process 

Average Ratings 
5.0 

9 lifetime reviews. 
100% recommend this dealer 

177 



Croll, Timothy 

( ~':"om: 

... ent: 
Hugh Geenen 

Friday, November 17, 2017 12:57 PM 
SCL_RealProperty To: 

Cc: O'Brien, Mike 
Subject: Disposition of seven former substation properties in NW Seattle 

Seattle City Light, 

As both a resident of northwest Seattle and a member of the Ballard for Everyone neighborhood 
group, my interest in these seven properties is primarily in their suitability for potential affordable 
housing in the near future. 

My understanding is that the City of Seattle Office of Housing has an interest in developing the 
following locations for future affordable housing development: 

J Loyal Heights I 7750 28th Ave NW I 8, 158 I L-2 

and 

I Phinney I 6109 Phinney Ave N I 6,000 I NC2-40. I 

( •• 1 addition, I would like to request that the Leary location also be considered for housing, whether it 
be market-rate (MR) or below market-rate (BMR). 

( 

I Leary j 1414 NW Leary Way I 8,800 I 1G2-U65 j 

Leary is a prime commercial and transit corridor. Developing the property for housing could qualify as 
transit-oriented development (TOD) that would contribute to less carbon-intensive living options for 
those residents who. would have urban mobility without the use of a single-occupancy vehicle. 
Therefore, parking minimums could be voided. · 

I am fully supportive of any of the seven (7) properties being used for housing. However, I am 
particularly bullish on any or all of the Phinney, Loyal Heights or Leary locations specifically being 
targeted for development as MR or BMR housing, especially under the direction of the Office of 
Housing. 

As Seattle looks for ways to provide more housing options for everyone -- especially in high 
opportunity neighborhoods like Ballard with low risk for displacement -- I hope that City Light will 
seriously consider and prioritize re-purposing your properties for social and community benefit. 

Thank you for your community outreach efforts on this matter. 

'·· .• -iugh Geenen 
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Croll, Timothy 

from: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Dear Seattle City Light: 

Heidi Siegelbaum < 

Friday, November 17, 2017 12:43 PM 
SCL_RealProperty 
SCL sites- Surplus properties 

I am writing to encourage you to find a legally viable workaround so your surplus properties in Seattle can be developed 
into pocket parks and gardens. 

As you know, we are rapidly losing permeable, green spaces which are vital for retaining businesses, helping to lower 
our urban heat island number (we are the 10th worst ranked city in the US for urban heat island effect) creating 
community spaces, infiltrating stormwater, creating habitat for urban wildlife and providing opportunities for p-patches 
or neighborhood scale gardens. 

This city is in serious trouble with respect to protecting permeable biophilia and tree cover. By finding a creative way to 
sell these parcels to a non profit or the Seattle Parks Foundation, you will go a long way towards aligning the substation 
policy with your other sustainability policies and goals. We are quite certain you can do the right thing and support the 
City's policies regarding sustainability. 

Best regards, 
(, '-leidi Siegelbaum 

Stormwater Analyst, 25-year Seattle citizen, 30 year natural resource specialist 

Heidi Siegelbaum 

Heidi Siegelbaum: 

( 
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Croll, Timothy 

from: 
.Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Hello, 

Andrea Slayton ... 
Friday, November li, Lv11 1L:43 PM 
LEG_CouncilMembers; SCL_RealProperty 
Green Space 

As long time residence of Seattle, I encourage you to keep our green spaces, even small ones like former substations. As 
the population of the city grows and the city works to increase density to accommodate that growth, the small amount 
of park space within the city will help keep Seattle a livable city. It is the out of doors that is the biggest draw and 
precious resource. Please don't turn us into concrete. 

Andrea 

Andrea Slayton 
Principal 
Slayton Technical Services, LLC 
Office: 
Mable: ; 
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Croll, Timothy 

from: 
.)ent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Gail Kieckhefer · om> 
Friday, November 17, 2017 12:43 PM 
SCL_RealProperty 
slow down disposition of Ballard properties 

Please re-think which could be used for perhaps small green spaces with opportunities for families with young 
children. Since the School Board seems intent on allowing school children uses of the Webster Park which was 
originally meant for use by families with pre-school children the location at 3205 NW 65th street should be 
considered for use applicable to thee families. 

resident at ~ 

1 
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Croll, Timothy 

~rom: 

Jent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Julie Higgins · 

Friday, November 17, 2017 12:37 PM 
SCL_RealProperty; LEG_CouncilMembers 
Do not sell former city light substations! 

I feel I must state the obvious - do you realize how much pain there is out there right now with the affordable 
housing crisis, density and lack of attention to all the issues that come with this? Now is NOT the time to sell 
off public land. Repurpose it for the things we need - affordable housing, green space, etc. Stop listening to 
the developers and city council members who from their comfortable affordabl_e homes with off-street parking 
make decisions to hurt the majority of the city. These are a scarce commodity of precious property we can use 
for public benefit. Julie Higgins 

1 
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Croll, Timothy 

~rom: 

.;ent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Hello-

Margaret Staeheli · . m > 

Friday, November 17, 2017 12:35 PM 

SCL_RealProperty 
LEG_ Council Members 

City Property 

1 understand the complexities of selling City property. 

I ask that the City put this on hold until our City has a better understanding of overall City needs. Issues have 
changed over the last two years. It may or may not be that these sites are viable for urban tree canopy or SCL 
tree removal mitigation. There may be better options. 

These sites may however be ideal to mix affordable housing types into otherwise SF areas. They may be better 
as mixed use with affordable housing. Yes - that is not SCL's mission nor utility rate payer issue. However land 
options may have changed feasibility. Huge underground utility vaults have been installed on private land in 
easements that limited both housing snd tree placement and I am not aware that SCL mitigated for this use. ( 
right of way was not large enough) 

In other words- past development policies may not have looked at spatial needs from multiple angles. If SCL 
facilities needed space they received it. 

I am reluctant to say pause but .. times have changed. 

thanks 

Margaret Staeheli 
Sent from my i Phone 

1 

183 



( 
\ 

( 

( 

Croll, Timothy 

~rom: 

.>ent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Dear Sirs and Madams, 

David Middaugh · m> 
Friday, November 17, 2017 12:18 PM 
SCL_RealProperty 
Substation properties in Ballard and Phinney Ridge 

I am writing to add my voice to those who are urging you not to sell the substation properties in Ballard and 
Phinney Ridge. These undeveloped pieces of land serve as mini parks and should be preserved for public use 
and appreciation. 

Thank you, 

David Middaugh 
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Croll, Timothy 

--:rom: 
:ient: 
To: 
Subject: 

Andrew Kirsh < > 
Friday, November 17, 2017 12:06 PM 
SCL_RealProperty; LEG_CouncilMembers 
Substations 

Dear City Light and City Councilmembers, 

Seattle should not continue to meet its green space goals by defining them down. Please keep the substations 
for public green space and trees. 

Rampant development is already destroying tree canopy, and according the City's study, design review is not 
effective in preserving trees. The HALA/MHA EIS uses obviously faulty assumptions to arrive at the conclusion 
that the proposed upzones will have negligible effect on tree canopy, one of them being so obvious (that tree 
canopy will stay the same in areas not upzoned, despite the ongoing replacement of small houses and trees by 
much larger houses with little room for trees in single-family zones) that the language in the DEIS was 
rewritten for the final EIS. Most of the existing tree canopy in lowrise zones is on lots still occupied by single 
family houses and trees. Lots with lowrise structures, with few exceptions (and those were built decades ago 
when lowrise structures had significant setbacks and/or courtyards with trees), have relatively little tree 
canopy. HALA will incentivize the build-out of lowrise zones, with concomitant loss of trees and no place in the 
near vicinity to plant new ones. 

( :he City should be looking for ways to mitigate some of the impacts of increased density and canopy loss. 
Preserving substation land for green space is a good start. 

Thank you. 

Andrew Kirsh 
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Croll, Timothy 

~rom: James Davis · .{ 
Sent: Friday, November 17, 2017 12:01 PM 
To: SCL_RealProperty 
Subject: Keep Former Power Substation Properties in the Ballard and Phinney Ridge Areas Public 

I believe we should keep the public land the former power substations are on in the Ballard and Phinney Ridge areas 
rather than sell the public property to private interests. Seattle City Light was a pioneer in bringing power under public 
control. This is another opportunity to benefit the public. There is a tremendous need for green spaces that these 
properties can help fill as the city becomes more dense. We can never afford to buy these kind of properties 
again. Please keep the properties in the public domain. 

Thank you, 

Jim Davis 
Magnolia Resident 
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Croll, Timothy 

~rom: 

.Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Martin Tollefson · 
Friday, November 17, 2017 11:59 AM 
SCL_RealProperty 
City Light Substation Land Sale 

t> 

As a long time resident of Seattle, I am disappointed in the process being used to sell surplus substation land that is no longer 
needed by City Light. Despite countless City and neighborhood plans going back decades that have consistently identified 
open space accessible by the public as a priority, it is, in my view, shortsighted to the extreme to now try to fast track the sale 
of these properties using new rules. 

This land is public land, owned by the people of Seattle, and we say we want to keep it that way. 

I urge you to not sell these parcels, or at least impose a minimum of a 5-year moratorium on their sale to allow the public 
more time to develop options for their continued use by and for the public. 

Once much needed open space and green space is gone, it is gone forever. We owe it to the future to preserve it. 

Thank you. 

Martin Tollefson 

I 
Seattle, WA 98107 
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Croll, Timothy 

( '=rom: 
Sent: 

Susan Fried )m> 

Friday, November 17, 2017 11:21 AM 
SCL_RealProperty 

( 

( 

To: 
Cc: LEG_CouncilMembers 
Subject: Don't sell 7 former substations in Ballard and Phinney Ridge 

To Whom it May Concern, 

Please don 1t sell the 7 former substations in Ballard and Phinney Ridge to private developers. Seattle needs 
more green spaces and public land. If nothing else perhaps the land could be used for housing for homeless 
people. Please consider what is best for Seattle and don't sell the land to developers. 

Thank you, 

Susan Fried 
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Croll, Timothy 

( ·rom: 
:ient: 
To: 
Subject: 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: John Munroe - - ~ 

John Munroe z> 
Friday, November 17, 2017 11:03 AM 
SCL_RealProperty 
Fwd: Surplus Substations in Ballard 

Date: November 17, 2017 at 08:5o:)U l';:, 1 

To: council@seattle.gov 
Subject: Surplus Substations in Ballard 

Hello Council Members and Staff, As a Ballard community resident and Sunset Hill Community Association 
Trustee, I have attended most of the meetings about the City Light surplus substations for the last five years. 
Please keep the substations in public hands not only for Seattle Office of Housing low income housing, but also 
for new City Parks Department Parks and Community owned neighborhood parks. The nearby community 
organizations are considering purchase of these properties, but need time to organize, design, and fundraise for 
the lots. It is worth the wait for these rare neighborhood assets. There is the community leadership and will to 
purchase these. 

)lease hold off on disposal for five years to allow for this. 

Thank you, 

John T. Munroe 

Seattle, Washington State, USA 
98117 

www.oceancurrents.biz 
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Croll, Timothy 

( "=rom: 
Sent: 

John Wick , 1 > 

Friday, November 17, 2017 10:32 AM 
SCL_RealProperty 

( 

( 

To: 
Subject: Disposition of Seven Former Substations 

Please do not dispose of the seven substations in the NW Substation Property Disposition Project at this time. 

I do not want the parcels to go into private ownership. 

I think a variety of public options are possible for the sites. I think additional time should be available for 
interested public groups to put together and vet those options. 

I do not think the possible near term financial gains provide significant offset to any City Light dept or revenue 
forecasts. 

Thank you. 

John Wick 
neighbor of Loyal Heights substation 
; 
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Croll, Timothy 

Crom: 

.)ent: 
To: 
Subject: 

David Bestock _ . _. ::r 
Friday, November 17, 2017 10:29 AM 
SCL_RealProperty; LEG_CouncilMembers 
substation sell-off 

I hope you will reconsider selling surplus, former substation land in Ballard and Phinney Ridge. We are a living and 
breathing example in Delridge of the powerful ways these properties can be transformed and preserved as public green 
space. We are reworking one such property into its natural wetland, a public park, and an outdoor classroom for the 
nearby STEM school. Green space is dwindling within Seattle's city limits, and is an asset that contributes to the health 
and vitality of our region. Additionally, our greenspaces continue to draw people and business to Seattle, so preserving 
public green space is not only the ethical good choice, it makes long term economic sense as well. 

Please keep public lands in public hands. 

Thank you, 

David Bestock 
Executive Director 

Delridge Neighborhoods Development Assn. 

Seattle, WA 981 U6 

www.dnda.org 

( rww. youngstownarts. org 

www.naturec.org 

"lnte9ratin9 Art, Nature, and Nei9hborhood to build and sustain a dynamic Delrid9e." 
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Croll, Timothy 

(
. '=rom: 

. ~ent: 
To: 
Subject: 

To whom it may concern, 

Janetway · _ 

Fri~ay, November 17, 2017 10:13 AM 
SCL_RealProperty 
Ballard Substations 

As a City Light ratepayer, I am against your proposal to sell off substations. The existing trees there would be 
lost. 

( 

( 

Please decline to sell them. 

Janet Way 
Shoreline 

Sent from my iPad 
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Croll, Timothy 

·om: 
.... ent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Arne > 

Friday, November 17, 2017 9:47 AM 
SCL_RealProperty 
Hammerman Family Statement for the Seattle City Council about Loyal Heights 
Substation 

Attachments: Hammerman Family Letter to Seattle City Council regarding Loyal Heights Substation 
Property Sale.pdf 

Please forward this to the Seattle City Council and verify receipt of this letter. 

Loyal Heights Substation Public Hearing November 16, 2017 Hammerman Family Statement 
SCL RealPropertv@seattle.gov 
Dear Seattle City Council, 
Our family owns the property at 7746 2gth Ave NW, Seattle WA, directly adjacent and to the South of the Loyal Heights 
Substation. The following statement pertains to the Loyal Heights Substation at 7750 2gth Ave NW, Seattle WA, Seattle 
WA. 

1. With regards to soil contamination and cleaning of the site. 

In December of 2006 there was a spill inside the site. After that time a transformer was removed, and a cleanup 

of the site was conducted. In December of 2007 the Department of Ecology issued a statement describing the 

clean-up and testing of the soil in the site. After that time the site was used repeatedly by Seattle City Light 

including the dumping of soil and water on the site. The site should be completely retested and certified before 

any development options are considered. (The picture shows dumping on the site in 2010) · 

2. Boundaries. The Hammerman family has owned the property at 7746 28th Ave NW, Seattle WA since 2000. 

There is a chain link fence that separates the Loyal Heights substation from our property. We have solely 

maintained the property up to the fence line since taking ownership. A recent (2015-16?) boundary survey 

commissioned by Seattle City Light seemed to place the property line a considerable distance South of the fence 

line effectively encroaching our property and the portion we have been solely maintaining for 17 years. I 

mention this for two reasons. 1. It will matter when this property is sold off as to where any future building 

could be located. 2. It effects the trees which is of utmost concern (see next section). We are in no way 

threatening or implying legal action at this time, simply pointing out that there are questions regarding the 

property line that should be clarified as it relates to the future use of the Loyal Heights Substation and the 

potential sale of that property. 

3. Trees. There are multiple large trees that straddle the border of our private property at 7746 2gth Ave NW. The 

trees in question are on the Northern border of our property and approximately 3 feet to the South of the Chain 

Link fence that lies along the Southern border of the Loyal Heights Substation at 7750 2gth Ave NW. Our family 

has measured these trees and in keeping with DR 16-2008 they qualify as "Exceptional Trees." These trees truly 

are exceptional being the largest trees in the neighborhood. We are not arborists, but it is our understanding 

that three of the trees are Douglas Firs and two of them are Western Red Cedars. We have had concerns already 

about Seattle City light harming the trees from digging and dumping in·the back of their lot including some 

activity close to the fence line. Recent tree removal on the Loyal Heights Substation (2016?) and digging and 

cleaning at the front of the lot was and is of serious concern to us as the roots of the trees on the property line 

extend onto the Loyal Heights Substation. It is our understanding that Seattle's tree protectio.n ordinance 
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pertains to these exceptional trees and that because of the size of their crowns and root system development 
on the property at 7750 2gth Ave NW, could be substantially changed by the presence of these exceptional trees 

along the property line. We heard at a recent public information session that a possible proposed development 

could be placed as close as 5' from the boundary line and we believe that this would negatively impact these 
exceptional trees and might not be legal. The boundary question also effects the trees. The trees seem to stand 

with most or all of their trunks on our family property at 7746 2gth Ave NW and entirely so if the fence is the 

correct property line. If the Loyal Heights substation property does in fact reach further south than the fence 

line, then parts of the trees including portions of their trunks may cross the property line. It is important that we 

determine the correct property line and also how these trees might alter any development of the Loyal Heights 

Substation before the property is sold. 

4. Parks. It is our understanding that the Seattle Parks and Recreation Department conducted an overlay to 

determine if any of the Seattle City Lights properties were in areas that did not have a aw minute walk" to a 

park and that none met their criteria. It is also our understanding that the Loyal Heights Substation while not 

specifically meeting the Parks and Rec criteria was very close to the {(10 minute walk" threshold. For example, it 

might be a 9 minute walk for sq me residents. It is also our understanding that the size and nature of trees, 
exceptional or otherwise, was not part of the Parks and Rec criteria. They may have an interest in helping 

preserve exceptional trees, but in this case, did not take that into consideration when determining if this 
property should be acquired for use as a park. There is a strong neighborhood desire for the Loyal Heights 
Substation to be utilized as a park. When the trees on the property were removed there was a loud public outcry 

including talk about replanting trees on the prope.rty which has not been done. It is our understanding that the 

Seattle Parks and Recreation Department has limited funds for parks acquisitions which our family is 

sympathetic to. There may be ways to help the Parks and Recreation department if it is determined that this 

location could be turned into a park. Our family was instrumental in helping to save Japanese Gulch a 100+ acre 
forest area in Everett/Mukilteo and preserving that property as a park. Community and grass roots efforts in 
Seattle might be able to help the financial situation if Parks and Rec determine this property is appropriate for 

use as a park. Our family would try to help facilitate this. 

5. Affordable Housing. While our family recognizes the need for affordable housing in Seattle we are not sure that 

the Loyal Heights Substation is the right location for this type of development. The only reason that this property 

is zoned multi-family in the first place is that it is owned by the city. The zoning in this area is very clear in that 

multi-family is allowed on the arterial but not on the other avenues (side streets). Fqr example if we were to ask 

for a variance to change the zoning on the single family homes our family owns adjacent to the Loyal Heights 

Substation would that be acceptable? It is unlikely that the private property owned on 28th Ave NW would be 

allowed to convert to higher density multi-family, yet the city is effectively making an exception for its own 

property at 7750 zgth Ave NW. We encourage the city to consider utilizing the Loyal Heights substation for other 

uses like the suggested park, or lower density development that seems more appropriate for this neighborhood. 

Lower density housing will also help preserve the trees by providing more room for their crowns and root 

systems. 

Loyal Heights Substation Public Hearing November 16, 2017 Hammerman Family Statement {Continued) 

Conclusion: Before the Loyal Heights substation is sold there is considerable work to be done. 

1. Soil testing 
2. Clarifying the property boundary 
3. Determining the appropriate rights and protections as they relate to the exceptional trees. 
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This includes understanding what the development limitations are on the property before it is sold. This is 
necessary to establish the fair market value of the property if it is to be sold internally to the Office of Housing, 

Parks and Recreation department, or any other city entity, or to a developer. Given the size and crowns of the 
trees the size and type of development could be limited, and this should be established before the property is 

sold. 

4. Neighborhood Park 

If the parks department is interested in this property we need to determine the property value, the time line, 
and whether there are alternate funding sources available to help them obtain the land for recreational use. 

5. Affordable housing 

If the city and the council determine that this site should be used for affordable housing we need to understand 
how the building would be configured and if and how the trees might impact this development. We believe the 

Office of Housing should delay any decision until the logistics can be further worked out. 

We the Hammerman family appreciate your time and consideration. We believe that more time is needed to assess the 
situation and figure out the appropriate and best use of the Loyal Heights Substation at 7750 28th Ave NW, Seattle, WA. 
The property has been vacant for a very long time and delaying this sale for further investigation is prudent. We ask that 
the property not be sold off until questions regarding the trees, zoning, potential for a park, size and type of 
development, if there is to be development, are further studied and hopefully resolved. 

Thank you, 
Arnie Hammerman, Janet Green Hammerman, Hadyn Hammerman and Avery Hammerman 

... . ... - - 7 

.r 

Arnie Hammerman 
425-239-6526 
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Loyal Heights Substation Public Hearing November 16, 2017 Hammerman Family Statement 

SCL RealProperty@seattle.gov 

Dear Seattle City Council, 

Our family owns the property at 7746 23th Ave NW, Seattle WA, directly adjacent and to the South of the 

Loyal Heights Substation. The following statement pertains to the Loyal Heights Substation at 7750 28th 

Ave NW, Seattle WA, Seattle WA. 

1. With regards to soil contamination and cleaning of the site. 

In December of 2006 there was a spill inside the site. After 

that time a transformer was removed, and a cleanup of the 

site was conducted. In December of 2007 the Department of 

Ecology issued a statement describing the clean-up and 

testing of the soil in the site. After that time the site was 

used repeatedly by Seattle City Light including the dumping 

of soil and water on the site. The site should be completely 

retested and certified before any development options are 

considered. (The picture shows dumping on the site in 2010) 

2. Boundaries. The Hammerman family has owned the property at 7746 28th Ave NW, Seattle WA 

since 2000. There is a chain link fence that separates the Loyal Heights substation from our 

property. We have solely maintained the property up to the fence line since taking ownership. A 

recent (2015-16?) boundary survey commissioned by Seattle City Light seemed to place the 

property line a considerable distance South of the fence line effectively encroaching our 

property and the portion we have been solely maintaining for 17 years. I mention this for two 

reasons. 1. It will matter when this property is sold off as to where any future building could be 

located. 2. It effects the trees which is of utmost concern (see next section). We are in no way 

threatening or implying legal action at this time, simply pointing out that there are questions 

regarding the property line that should be clarified as it relates to the future use of the Loyal 

Heights Substation and the potential sale of that property. 

3. Trees. There are multiple large trees that straddle the border of our private property at 7746 

28th Ave NW. The trees in question are on the Northern border of our property and 

approximately 3 feet to the South of the Chain Link fence that lies along the Southern border of 

the Loyal Heights Substation at 7750 28th Ave NW. Our family has measured these trees and in 

keeping with DR 16-2008 they qualify as "Exceptional Trees." These trees truly are exceptional 

being the largest trees in the neighborhood. We are not arborists, but it is our understanding 

that three of the trees are Douglas Firs and two of them are Western Red Cedars. We have had 

concerns already about Seattle City light harming the trees from digging and dumping in the 

back of their lot including some activity close to the fence line. Recent tree removal on the Loyal 

Heights Substation (2016?) and digging and cleaning at the front of the lot was and is of serious 

concern to us as the roots of the trees on the property line extend onto the Loyal Heights 

Substation. It is our understanding that Seattle's tree protection ordinance pertains to these 

exceptional trees and that because of the size of their crowns and root system development on 

the property at 7750 2gth Ave NW, could be substantially changed by the presence of these 

exceptional trees along the property line. 
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Loyal Heights Substation Public Hearing November 16, 2017 Hammerman Family Statement 

{Continued) 

{Trees continued) 

We heard at a recent public information session that a possible proposed development 

could be placed as close as 5' from the boundary line and we believe that this would negatively 

impact these exceptional trees and might not be legal. The boundary question also effects the 

trees. The trees seem to stand with most or all of their trunks on our family property at 7746 

28th Ave NW and entirely so if the fence is the correct property line. If the Loyal Heights 

substation property does in fact reach further south than the fence line, then parts of the trees 

including portions of their trunks may cross the property line. It is important that we determine 

the correct property line and also how these trees might alter any development of the Loyal 

Heights Substation before the property is sold. 

4. Parks. It is our understanding that the Seattle Parks and Recreation Department conducted an 

overlay to determine if any of the Seattle City Lights properties were in areas that did not have a 

"10 minute walk" to a park and that none met their criteria. It is also our understanding that the 

Loyal Heights Substation while not specifically meeting the Parks and Rec criteria was very close 

to the "10 minute walk" threshold. For example, it might be a 9 minute walk for some residents. 

It is also our understanding that the size and nature of trees, exceptional or otherwise, was not 

part of the Parks and Rec criteria. They may have an interest in helping preserve exceptional 

trees, but in this case, did not take that into consideration when determining if this property 

should be acquired for use as a park. There is a strong neighbo,rhood desire for the Loyal Heights 

Substation to be utilized as a park. When the trees on the property were removed there was a 

loud public outcry including talk about replanting trees on the property which has not been 

done. It is our understanding that the Seattle Parks and Recreation Department has limited 

funds for parks acquisitions which our family is sympathetic to. There may be ways to help the 

Parks and Recreation department if it is determined that this location could be turned into a 

park. Our family was instrumental in helping to save Japanese Gulch a 100+ acre forest area in 

Everett/Mukilteo and preserving that property as a park. Community and grass roots efforts in 

Seattle might be able to help the financial situation if Parks and Rec determine this property is 

appropriate for use as a park. Our family would try to help facilitate this. 

5. Affordable Housing. While our family recognizes the need for affordable housing in Seattle we 

are not sure that the Loyal Heights Substation is the right location for this type of development. 

The only reason that this property is zoned multi-family in the first place is that it is owned by 

the city. The zoning in this area is_very clear in that multi-family is allowed on the arterial but not 

on the other avenues (side streets). For example if we were to ask for a variance to change the 

zoning on the single family homes our family owns adjacent to the Loyal Heights Substation 

would that be acceptable? It is unlikely that the private property owned on 2gth Ave NW would 

be allowed to convert to higher density multi-family, yet the city is effectively making an 

exception for its own property at 7750 2gth Ave NW. We encourage the city to consider utilizing 

the Loyal Heights substation for other uses like the suggested park, or lower density 

development that seems more appropriate for this neighborhood. Lower density housing will 

also help. preserve the trees by providing more room for their crowns and root systems. 
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Loyal Heights Substation Public Hearing November 16, 2017 Hammerman Family Statement 

(Continued) 

Conclusion: Before the Loyal Heights substation is sold there is considerable work to be done. 

1. Soil testing 

2. Clarifying the property boundary 

3. Determining the appropriate rights and protections as they relate to the exceptional trees. 

This includes understanding what the development limitations are on the property before it is 

sold. This is necessary to establish the fair market value of the property if it is to be sold 

internally to the Office of Housing, Parks and Recreati~n department, or any other city entity, or 

to a developer. Given the size and crowns of the trees the size and type of development could 

be limited, and this should be established before the property is sold. 

4. Neighborhood Park 

If the parks department is interested in this property we need to determine the property value, 

the timeline, and whether there are alternate funding sources available to help them obtain the 

land for recreational use. 

5. Affordable housing 

If the city and the council determine that this site should be used for affordable housing we 

need to understand how the building would be configured and if and how the trees might 

impact this development. We believe the Office of Housing should delay any decision until the 

logistics can be further worked out. 

We the Hammerman family appreciate your time and consideration. We believe that more time is 

needed to assess the situation and figure out the appropriate and best use of the Loyal Heights 

Substation at 7750 28th Ave NW, Seattle, WA. The property has been vacant for a very long time and 

delaying this sale for further investigation is prudent. We ask that the property not be sold off until 

questions regarding the trees, zoning, potential for a park, size and type of development, if there is to be 

development, are further studied and hopefully resolved. 

Thank you, 

Arnie Hammerman, Janet Green Hammerman, Hadyn Hammerman and Avery Hammerman 
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Croll, Timothy 

">m: 
-~nt: 

To: 
Subject: 

Cherise G 1> 

Friday, November 17, 2017 9:21 AM 
SCL_RealProperty 
Comments on Proposed Sale of North Beach Substation 

I own the home that abuts the North Beach substation to the west. I am writing to oppose the sale of this 
property because it is wholly inappropriate for development. 

Of the seven properties that Seattle City Light (SCL} proposes to sell, the North Beach substation is the only 
one that is zoned for a single family home. It is sandwiched in between five single-family homes and the 
Whitman Middle School track. Because it is zoned as single family, SCL can and should treat it differently. In 
particular, as a matter of public policy, the City has an obligation to consider how the community surrounding 
the property will be adversely affected by its sale and development. 

If sold on the open market, it is foreseeable that a developer will purchase the property and attempt to re­
zone it to maximize buildings and increase their private profits. In fact, I was approached after the November 
16, 2017 public hearing by an individual who described his plans to bid on the North Beach substation 

( operty and seek to rezone it for commercial use. In addition, because the property lacks the space 

( 

necessary for a full driveway (the property overlaps with only a small portion of the end of 19th Avenue NW}, 
there is insufficient access to the property for cars or a fire truck, creating dangers for neighboring properties 
and increasing parking congestion on 19th Avenue NW. 

Given these circumstances, it is reasonably foreseeable that my four neighbors and I will face a protracted 
zoning battle in an attempt to ensure the property is used as intended, for a single family home. As noted 
above, this differs from the other properties in that it is sandwiched between private homes, barely on a 
public street, and it will therefore be up to a small number of us directly adjacent to the property to prevent 
the property's clear misuse. No well organized community groups or well-funded lessees will help us. It is 
contrary to the public interest for SCL to sell this property knowing that it will put a small group of the City's 
citizens in a position to have to fight against the foreseeable misuse of this property. 

For the foregoing reasons, I respectfully request that SCL delay the sale of the North Beach substation until 
such time as a use consistent with the surrounding single-family homes can be identified and funded. 

-",Sincerely, 
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Cherise Gaffney 

Seattle, WA 98117 
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Croll, Timothy 

ic:rom: 
.>ent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Hi, 

Julia Be., -
Friday, November 17, 2017 9:17 AM 
SCL_RealProperty 
N. Seattle Substation Properties 

J 

The substations in North Seattle should be maintained by SCL, not sold to the highest bidder, in order to consider using them 
for low income housing. A short term windfall for the utility is less beneficial to our community than using these properties to 
provide more low income housing. I don't want to see a time where only the financially well off can live in our wonderful 
city. Let's not let the developers who might purchase the lands be the only beneficiaries if a "surplus" sale were to proceed. 

When considering "surplus" properties, the City's first priority should be to think whether and how these properties can be used 
to mitigate our housing crisis. 

Thank you for your consideration of my thoughts. 

Dr. Julia Bent 
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Croll, Timothy 

~rom: 

.:>ent: 
To: 
Subject: 

To whom it may concern, 

Annie Young - :1> 

Friday, November 17, 2017 6:50 AM 
SCL_RealProperty 
In regards to the business AutoConnections 

I'd like the City if Seattle to reconsider the sale of property at 1414 NW Leary Way. The property is rented by 
Jim Jahn of Auto Connections. Jim is local guy who was raised in the Seattle area and is currently raising his 
four kids here. He's a small business own~r who provides a service to the people of Seattle. He sells used cars 
at affordable prices. He is a part of our community who volunteers and gives back. 

We are a changing city. Often leaving behind the roots of what makes us great, for profit and quick growth. 

Jim's business is available for all people, but holds a place for those of us who can't keep up with the escalating 
cost of living in Seattle. He provides service to those who need it along with a smile and a level of trust that is 
invaluable. 

Please consider not selling the property or selling it at price that is affordable to keep small, needed, family 
owned businesses in Seattle. 

( hanks for your consideration. 

Annie Young 
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Croll, Timothy 

~rom: 

Jient: 
To: 
Subject: 

To whom it may concern 

Nate Young< 
Friday, November 17, 2017 5:54 AM 
SCL_RealProperty 
Ballard Property 

I have known Jim Jahn for the past 6 years and know many people who have used his services to buy a car. He has been 
a great community person both in running a small business and coaching his kids sports teams. It would be great if he 
could keep his business on the property, it keeps Ballard from changing too much and keeps a positive income on that 
piece of land for the city. Small businesses are the lifeblood of our local community and removing someone who creates 
jobs and puts money back into the local community is a mistake. 

Thanks 
Nate Young 

Sent from Mail for Windows 10 
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Croll, Timothy 

. .,~~9m: 

( .:nt: 
Rick Harlan _ _ > 

Friday, November 17, 2017 3:10 AM 
SCL_RealProperty 

( 

To: 
Subject: I survived gentrification so far; many are not. Don't sell substation land. 

Dear Seattle City Light, 

Please don't sell the substation properties on the open market! 

Seattle desperately needs housing-especially housing that 
doesn't displace anyone. We know these "surplus" properties don't 
currently pencil out for even nonprofit developers of affordable housing, 
so if you sell them, they'll just be a few more market-rate units .... when 
they could be leased out by the City in a way that allows for creative 
approaches to more housing, more affordably: solutions like a City­
owned Community Land Trust, community-owned group rental housing, 
or tiny houses. 

This way, they'll remain under City control, and can also be utilized for 
the highest good as zoning changes are implemented: where they might 
have been used for as few as four market-rate single-family homes (one 
is zoned industrial), totaling about 12-15 people, they could instead be 
used for group housing for dozens of people, for example, and then 
shifted to, say, four-story, eight-unit affordable apartment or condo 
buildings for 65+ people if the zoning changes. 

These are taxpayer-owned, and we need to shepherd the City's resources. 
Selling them now means a one-time windfall, and the guarantee that 
these will be developed as market-rate housing. Keeping them gives us 
many options to experiment with small-lot affordable housing that can 
work for our neighborhoods. When considering "surplus" 
properties, the City's first priority should be to think whether 
and how these properties can be used to mitigate our housing 
crisis. 

Yours sincerely, 

Rick Harlan 
1 
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( ..,.,his we know: All things are connected like the blood that unites us. We did not weave the web of life, we are merely a strand in 
.t. Whatever we do to the web, we do to ourselves. " ---Chief Sealth 

( 

( 
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Croll, Timothy 

( ~rom: 

~ent: 

To: 
Subject: 

Dear Seattle City Light, 

David Heath > 
Friday, November 17, 2017 12:42 AM 
SCL_Real Property 
Please help the Homeless 

Please don't sell the substation properties on the open market! 
Seattle desperately needs housing-especially housing that doesn't displace anyone. We know these 
"surplus" properties don't currently pencil out for even nonprofit developers of affordable housing, so if you 
sell them, they'll just be a few more market-rate units .... when they could be leased out by the City in a way 
that allows for creative approaches to more housing, more affordably: solutions like a City-owned Community 
Land Trust, community-owned group rental housing, or tiny houses; 
This way, they'll remain under City control, and can also be utilized for the highest good as zoning changes are 
implemented: where they might have been used for as few as four market-rate single-family homes (one is 
zoned industrial), totaling about 12-15 people, they could instead be used for group housing for dozens of 
people, for example, and then shifted to, say, four-story, eight-unit affordable apartment or condo buildings 
for 65+ people if the zoning changes. 
These are taxpayer-owned, and we need to shepherd the City's resources. Selling them now means a one-time 
windfall, and the guarantee that these will be developed as market-rate housing. Keeping them gives us many 
options to experiment with small-lot affordable housing that can work for our neighborhoods. When 
considering "surplus" properties, the City's first priority should be to think whether and how these 

( 1roperties can be used to mitigate our housing crisis. 
Yours sincerely, 
John Heath & Robn Diekow 
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Croll, Timothy 

"":rom: 
.lent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Hello, 

Stacy Sikora > 

Thursday, November 16, 2017 11:50 PM 
SCL_RealProperty 
Take Auto Connections off the list 

I am a customer and longtime friends of the family that owns Auto Connections, the Jim Jahn Family. I want to 
let you know about The Jahns. The are good, honest, hard working family, who give back to the community. I 
first meant them doing volunteer work at John Hay Elementary School. 

They are the type of family who has your back and there when you need them. Believe me Jim has gone out of 
his way by picking up my car at my house dropping a car for me. He rescue me when my car was hit and 
another time when I had a flat tire. 

If I am correct, they have been in the same Ballard spot for almost 12 years. Running a successful business 
which probably means success for you too. No hassle and paying their bill on time etc. I am sure Jim is ready 
to stay another 12 years too. Why mess with a profitable business. It is a very busy spot but these businesses 
have been successful. I am sure you have other areas that are not profitable for you which demand your 
attention so why mess with a good thing. 

( ;m went to Ballard High School so he had been part of this community for a long time. 

( 

I refer my friends to Jim all the time. He helped my family purchase two cars and even helped me with a third 
when I was buying from someone else. He pulled some strings to get me a discount even. He goes the extra 
mile and has even done door to door service for me. 

Jim is a family man with four kids. He has helped coach his kids in all kids of sports. He has one in college 
another one going soon. 

I am asking that you please take them off the list. 

If you have any questions, please let me. Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Best, Stacy Sikora 

Sent from my iPhone 
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Croll, Timothy 

'=rom: 
.Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Greetings, 

Gabriella Moller < 

Thursday, November 16, 2017 11:49 PM 
SCL_RealProperty 
LEG_CouncilMembers 
Do not sell City Light properties 

J 

It has come to my attention that Seattle City Light is considering selling seven former substation properties at 
full market value. I think such a decision is wholly unwise and I urge you to keep this land as public property to 
serve the common good. The last thing Seattle needs is more market rate housing. I echo the words of 
incoming mayor Jenny Durkan who said during her campaign that the city should not be selling any of its 
land. We are in the midst of a growing crisis in which people cannot afford housing in Seattle. Instead of' 
selling invaluable (and irreplaceable) land, we should be looking for how that land can best serve the 
community. 

Mayor Murray declared a state of emergency regarding homelessness in our city, and as such our first - and 
most immediate - priority should be finding places where people can live now. The city's own evaluation has 
shown that the sanctioned encampments work, and I believe we should be devoting our resources (financial 
and physical) fully to establishing more encampments, so that people who are currently living on the streets 
have a safe and stable place to stay while they find more permanent housing. The City Light substations 
provide a perfect opportunity for setting up more of these urgently needed encampments. 

I also believe the city should be investing in more parks and green-space, and some of the substation 
properties may be good candidates for this as a long term goal. In the interim however we must address the 
immediate needs of the thousands of people who are living without shelter. 

Sincerely, 
Gabriella Moller 
District 6 
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Croll, Timothy 

·om: 

-cnt: 
To: 
Subject: 

----- Forwarded Message -----
From: anne < · /".::\ ·· - -------

anne · 
Thursday, November 16, 2017 10:53 PM 
SCL_RealProperty 
Fwd: comment for surplus properties 

To: SCL RealPropery <SCL_Kea1Propery@seattle.gov> 
Cc: anne Oleary <a-oleary@q.com> 
Sent: Fri, 17 Nov 2017 01 :42:42 -0500 (EST) 
Subject: comment for surplus properties 

My block watch neighbors and I strongly recommend that the 7 surplus properties owned by SCL, be held for 5 
more years or more. This is very important for: 

1. i. 405 trees can be planted on these 7 surplus lots, see below. The cost will be $2000/acre. 

/ l\Jorth Beach- 54 trees 
( 

Loyal Heights- 72 trees 

Sunset- 54 trees 

Ballard- 54 trees 

Monroe- 40 trees 

Leary- 81 trees (but has thriving small business which should continue for good of community) 

Phinney- 50 trees 

2. 2. The city growth has increased much more than projected or even imagined. Holding the properties will allow 
the city design plan to catch up with the reality of the population increase in Ballard, Phinney, Loyal Heights. 

3. 3. The City Council changed the Rules addressing how Seattle City Light (SCL) can dispose of surplus 
properties at the request of SCL. Rules changed from disposal of each property separately to the ability to 
dispose of multiple properties at once. Thus, the public does not have enough time to compose/organize plans 
for public use of multiple properties at once. These plans are to be presented to the city council. SCL should 
hold properties for 5 or more years to allow public to weight in. 

t( Once green spaces are sold, the opportunity for green spaces will disappear, and can never be purchased back. 

1 
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5. s. The plan to dispose of these green spaces quickly because, as Mike O'Brien said at the November 6th 2017 
community meeting, "it is on the agenda, and we need to get these projects off the agenda so we can move 
on ... " is a poor excuse, and is not looking at the future growth and density of the neighborhood. 

( 
6. b. The city has a plan to add/plant a certain number of trees. Currently, the city is losing tree canopy and trees. 

The number of trees needed per this plan has increased with no "plan" to meet this goal. 

7. 1. The city parks 7 year plan to purchase land to add green spaces, currently does not have the money to 
purchase land in "gap"areas in these neighborhoods. Please hold these surplus properties, as this is the only 
vacant land left in Ballard. This land might come in very handy for green space in the next decade. 

8. s. Renters with small children do not have an outside place to play. There are so many new renters in the Ballard 
area. These green spaces are important for "livability" of our neighborhood. 

( 

( 

Thank you for looking forward, and seeing a future with small green spaces that all neighbors can access 
within a short walk. This will allow livability and allow Seattle to keep the designation as the 
"Emerald City". 

Thank you, 

Anne Brink (Earl Ave Block Watch) 
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Croll, Timothy 

~rom: 

.;;ent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Dear council members, 

Hannah Hickey · 
Thursday, November 16, 2b17 9:53 PM 
SCL_RealProperty; LEG_CouncilMembers; O'Brien, Mike 
Selling off City Light's substations would be urban planning madness 

I strongly urge Seattle City Council to vote against the sale of the Seattle City Light substations, and at the very 
least to delay the decision by at least five years. It does not make sense fiscally, in terms of environmental 
policy, public health or urban planning. This decision would go against everything Seattle claims to be working 
toward. 

The market rate is high because this is valuable property, in a city where space is increasingly at a premium. 
From a purely economic point of view it would make sense to hold on to these properties for a few more years. 

My family lives near the Loyal Heights substation, which would be a perfect location for a small park. Loyal 
Heights Elementary School is being expanded to accommodate projected rising populations. Where will these 
children play? Not in the playground, which has been halved to make room for the larger building. Even 
existing families, who had visited the school's playground and grassy field on weekends, will now be looking 
for other places to play. 

(

< With density must come amenities. The hardest of these amenities to create is public space, especially space 
hat would be within walking distance of dense urban areas. The $4.9 million from these sales would be just a 

drop in the bucket of the Seattle City Light's budget. However, the potential long-term benefit to the residents of 

( 

these areas is immense. 

I don't know whose interests would be served by selling these properties now, but it certainly is not in the 
interests of the neighborhood or the city. 

Sincerely, 
Hannah Hickey 
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Croll, Timothy 

( ~rom: 

Sent: 
Shawnie Eriksen 
Thursday, Novemuer 16, 2017 9:22 PM 

SCL_RealProperty To: 
Subject: Loyal Heights Substation 7750 28th Ave NW 

Hello, 
I would like to voice my concerns regarding the sale of the Loyal Heights Substation. 

• There are no playgrounds available all day within a 25 min walk 
• Both parks available are across arterial streets 
• Loyal Heights Elementary playground is not available during school hours and will be smaller than the 

previous playground 
• Webster Park may not be available during school hours in the future 
• Increasing population density needs corresponding green space 
• Community Plans should be taken into consideration 

Currently I live on 28th Ave NW between NW 80th St & NW 83rd St. My daughter is not in school yet and to 
get to a park we either have to walk 20-30 min (child's pace) to the Loyal Heights Community Center, on 77th, 
which crosses two arterial streets or walk 25-35 min to Webster Park on 68th which crosses one arterial 
street. These are currently the closest parks with play equipment that my child can play at. This is not 
reasonable to have the two closest parks a half an hour walk away for a toddler. 

( Two years ago I tried to bring her to Loyal Heights Elementary to play between recesses but discovered that 
during the school day they lock the gates so even the school playground is off limits. 

( 

With the new building and construction of Loyal Heights Elementary the play field is halved in size and the 
options for play are greatly reduced. Children need to move and stretch their bodies to facilitate learning. 
This area sorely needs a public park/space that is a reasonable walking distance and is available at ALL times 
during the day. 
With the Nordic Heritage Museum moving and the Seattle School District reclaiming the Elementary School 
where Webster Park is located even this option may not be available in coming years for play during school 
hours. It seems Seattle schools tend to lock the children in the play yard, so the public doesn't have use of their 
playgrounds for younger children between recess. This is absolutely foreign to me as the gates to my 
Elementary School weren't locked or were just openings in fences, and neighbors frequently brought their 
younger children to play while we were in class. 
With the increasing population density in the area we need to have corresponding play areas for children to 
play. 
The parks department should revisit their decision regarding this property. The city passed legislation 
specifically for the parks dept to be able to acquire tax revenue for purchasing land to be turned into parks. 
The sale of this property and other properties should be postponed until the use of these properties can be used 
as the community plans indicate. 

Thank you, 
Shawnette Eriksen 
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Croll, Timothy 

( ~rom: Steve Naramore 

Thursday, November 16, 2017 8:39 PM 
SCL_Rea lProperty 

( 

.>ent: 
To: 
Subject: Auto Connections in Ballard Property 

Hello, 

I was surprised to learn today that the city is attempting to "re-claim" this property due to the lack of taxable 
income it is currently receiving. Also, that this property is being likened to other parcels that have been 
undeveloped, essentially bare patches that have become an eyesore. 

I may not know all the reasoning for the City's pressure to acquire this property, but I can assure you that the 
business that is currently permitted there is vibrant, and an important part of the community. My wife and I 
have purchased and leased several cars from Auto Connections over the past several years, and I have referred 
countless friends and relatives to use their services. 

Thank you, 

Stephen Naramore 

Ballard/Greenwood Sip and Ship 
www.sipandship.com 
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Croll, Timothy 

~rom: 

~ent: 

To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Michael Allen · · 
Thursday1 November 16/ 2017 6:51 PM 
SCL_RealProperty 
Testimony - 1414 Leary Way 
Auto Connections of Seattle.docx 

Please included the attached letter as a Testimony regarding the disposition of the 1414 Leary Way property. 

Thank You 
Michael Allen 
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November 16, 2017 

Seattle City Light 

Attn: Timothy Croll 

700 Fifth Avenue Suite 3316 

Seattle WA 98104 

Dear Timothy, 

I am writing in regards to the property located at 1414 Leary Way, Seattle WA 98107. This property is 

occupied is by Auto Connections Seattle, which is owned by Jim Jahn. Auto Connections Seattle has 

occupied this property in the Ballard neighborhood for 12 years, during which time a thriving business 

with strong ties to the community has developed. 

Jim has built a successful local business which customers throughout the Seattle area have come to 

know and respect. Auto Connections Seattle relies on this particular Ballard neighborhood location to 

serve his clientele. Twelve years have been invested in this community developing a strong customer 

base that knows they can find Jim and his team at this particular location when they need a high quality 

vehicle or service for their car or truck. The moto of Auto Connections Seattle is "A better way to buy a 

car". As a long term customer who has purchased 3 cars from Auto Connections Seattle, I can tell you 

that dealing with Jim and his courteous and professional staff is a much better way to buy a car! 

Jim Jahn is not only an honorable trustworthy businessman, he is a faithful devoted husband who 

married his high school sweetheart and they have a beautiful family with 4 children. Jim's family and 

the families of his employees rely on this business at this Ballard location for their livelihood and 

financial wellbeing. Jim also donates his time to the kids of the community by coaching local baseball 

and soccer teams. 

Auto Connections Seattle provides jobs in the Ballard neighborhood, pays payroll taxes, B&O taxes, and 

collects auto licensing fees. Auto Connections Seattle pays rent on this property which is income to 

Seattle City Light. 
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THE ISSUE: Forcing Auto Connections Seattle to vacate this Ballard location on short notice will very 

likely destroy this business and put people out of work. 

THE DESIRED OUTCOME: Develop a solution that allows Auto Connections Seattle to survive and 

continue to: 

• Provide jobs for all involved 

• Serve the customers by providing "a better way to buy a car" 

• Pay taxes 

• Continue to provide services to the Ballard community 

POTENTIAL SOLUTIONS: 

• Continue the current landlord/tenant relationship which provides income to the City of 

Seattle and Seattle City Light. 

• Extend the lease on this property and allow a 6 month notice period which would allow the 

business to be relocated with minimal disruption. 

• Provide Auto Connections Seattle a first right of refusal on the purchase of this property. 

OPPORTUNITY: 

• This is an opportunity for Seattle City Light and the Seattle City Council to receive positive 

local TV and printed media exposure as supporters of the local Ballard community and the 

businesseslocated within that community. 

Very Respectfully, 

Michael T Allen 
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Croll, Timothy 

~rom: 

.)ent: 
To: 
Subject: 

To whom it may concern. 

James Allen • n> 
Thursday, November 16, 2017 6:13 PM 
SCL_Real Property 
Auto Connection of Seattle 

Jim Jahn, owner of Auto Connection has been a valuable vendor to myself and my firm for over 20 years. We 
have leased or purchased over 20 vehicles for personal but mostly for business purposes from his firm because 
of his integrity and reliability. 
He is an asset to the business community in this part of Seattle. 
I would hope City Light can see the asset his company provides to this region of Seattle. 

Sincerely, 
James Allen 
Dimensional Products Corp. 

Sent from my iPhone 
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Croll, Timothy 

"=rom: 
.)ent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Hello Seattle City Council, 

Alan » 
Thursday, November 16, 2017 5:27 PM 
SCL_RealProperty 
Creative housing 

I was alerted by 350seattle.org regarding the unused SCL properties in North Seattle, owned by the city. 

j 

Please take the time to fully consider their redesign and update for housing currently homeless residents of our 
city. You hold unique power and influence in the matter of homeless sheltering, and this idea seems too great 
not to exhaust all possibilities for these properties' new function. 

Sincerely, 
Alan Jennings 
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Croll, Timothy 

~rom: 

.)ent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Dear Seattle City Light, 

Elizabeth Atly om> 
Thursday, November 16, 2017 4:35 PM 
SCL_RealProperty 
Wise use of available city-owned lands 

Please don't sell the substation properties on the open market! 

J 

Seattle desperately needs housing-espedaUy housing that doesn't displace 

anyone .. We know these "surplus" properties don't currently pencil out for even 

nonprofit developers of affordable housing, so if you sell them, they'll just be a few 

more market-rate units .... when they could be leased out by the City in a way that 

allows for creative approaches to more housing, more affordably: solutions like a City­

owned Community Land Trust, community-owned group rental housing, or tiny 

houses. 

This way, they'll remain under City control, and can also be utilized for the highest 

~ood as zoning changes are implemented: where they might have been used for as 

i"ew as four market-rate single-family homes (one is zoned industrial), totaling about 

12-15 people, they could instead be used for group housing for dozens of people, for 

example, and then shifted to, say, four-story, eight-unit affordable apartment or 

condo buildings for 65+ people if the zoning changes. 

These are taxpayer-owned, and we need to shepherd the City's resources. Selling 

them now means a one-time windfall, and the guarantee that these will be developed 

as market-rate housing. Keeping them gives us many options to experiment with 

small-lot affordable housing that can work for our neighborhoods. When 

considering '0surplus,, properties, the City's first priority should be to think 

whether and how these properties can be used to mitigate our housing crisis .. 

Yours sincerely, 

Elizabeth Atly 
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Note: 

The following email was received 230 times, each time with a different person's name in the 
subject line (the list of names is appended.) Evidently this is some type of automated email 
writing application, drawing from an organization's membership or interest list. One might 
presume that each individual gave their permission for this particular email to be sent under 
their name, but City Light has not yet confirmed that. 
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Croll. Timothy 

"lm: 
-~nt: 

To: 
Subject: 

Dear Seattle City Light, 

350 Seattle <noreply@l23contactform.io> 
Thursday/ November 16/ 2017 1:24 PM 
SCL_RealProperty 
Valerie Costa says: Housing first! 

Please don't sell the substation properties on the open market! 

Seattle desperately needs housing-especially housing that doesn't displace anyone. We know these 
"surplus" properties don't currently pencil out for even nonprofit developers of affordable housing, so if you 
sell them, they'll just be a few more market-rate units .... when they could be leased out by the City in a way that 
allows for creative approaches to more housing, more affordably: solutions like a City-owned Community Land 
Trust, community-owned group rental housing, or tiny houses. 

This way, they'll remain under City control, and can also be utilized for the highest good as zoning changes are 
implemented: where they might have been used for as few as four market-rate single-family homes (one is 
zoned industrial), totaling about 12-15 people, they could instead be used for group housing for dozens of 
people, for example, and then shifted to, say, four-story, eight-unit affordable apartment or condo buildings for 
65+ people if the zoning changes. 

These are taxpayer-owned, and we need to shepherd the City's resources. Selling them now means a one-time 
( .ndfall, and the guarantee that these· will be developed as market-rate housing. Keeping them gives us many 

options to experiment with small-lot affordable housing that can work for our neighborhoods. When 
considering "surplus" properties, the City's first priority should be to think whether and how these 
properties can be used to mitigate our housing crisis. 

( 

Yours sincerely, 
Valerie Costa 
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Croll, Timothy 

( "':rom: 
:;ent: 

Alex Jahn< 

Thursday, November 16, 2017 1:10 PM 
SCL_RealProperty To: 

Subject: 1414 NW Leary Way Seattle Washington 98107 

To whom this may concern, 

My father opened up Auto Connections Seattle to free himself from working for someone and too follow his 
dream of operating his own business. I am currently attending college in Salt Lake City and it has been hard 
not being able to be their and help as I have been doing since I was first able to drive. I don't think selling 1414 
NW Leary way is the best idea. I am the oldest out of 4 children and want my sibling to be able to have the 
same opportunities that my parents have given me. Whether or not my parents know I am and forever will be 
grateful. One of my favorite things is looking forward to coming home from breaks to help my dad at his 
business. I even am thinking of following in his foots steps. Selling the property wouldn't stop my dad it would 
just change his business forever. My dad has always focused on being that small car dealer in Ballard that 
provides his customers with great customer service. My fathers passion surpasses most people, he is resilient, 
however selling this property would affect more than just him. He has had a positive impact on the 
surrounding community, and has established an image. I am just am confused as why the city would sell a 
property that has a business operating and bringing the city income. All of the other properties are truly 
surplus and vacant. 

( hank you, 
Alex Jahn 

( 

1 
228 



( 

Croll, Timothy 

~rom: 

.)ent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Hugh McNeil < 

Thursday, November 16, 2017 1:04 PM 
SCL_RealProperty 
Hugh McNeil 
Seattle City Light Surplus Property Disposition Study 
DOC018.pdf 

Please see attached with reference to the property located at 1414 NW Leary Way, Seattle, WA. 

Thank you, 
Hugh 
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ADDITIVE & LUBRICANTS 

EST. 1939 
BARDAHL MANUFACTURING CORPORATION 

November 16, 2017 

Timothy Croll 
Seattle City Light 
700 Fifth Ave, Suite 3316 
Seattle, WA 98104 

RE: Seattle City Light Surplus Property Disposition Study 

Dear Timothy Croll, 

I am writing to you in regards to Auto Connections Seattle and their 

owner, Jim Jahn and his sister Patty Jahn, owner of Java Jahn, both of 

whom we have personally known and done business with for more than 12 

years. We are happy to have people of this caliber and integrity actively 

doing business in our neighborhood and would certainly enjoy having Auto 

Connections Seattle able to stay and trade in our closely knit neighborhood. 

Best regards, 

-~ 
Hugh McNeil 
President and CEO 
Bardahl Manufacturing 

P.O. Box 70607 '··- - · ~ATILE, WA 98107-0607 
;. 

WWW.BARDAHL.COM 
Page 1 of I 
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Croll, Timothy 

, -=rom: 
( Jent: 

Ristorante Picolinos 

( 

( 

To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Dear Mr. Kroll and Ms Best, 

Thursday, November 16, 2017 9:43 AM 
SCL_RealProperty 
Best, Lynn 
re: Public Comment - ref Sunset Hill Substation 
Sunset Hiii Substation - 11.16.17.docx 

Please find attached our letter and comments vis-a-vis the proposed sale of the Sunset Hill Substation. 

We hope that Seattle City Light will consider carefully our request for a negotiated, fair market value to Picolinos sale 
given the unique circumstances surrounding this land parcel. 

There is: 

a) considerable and broad based community support 
b) it would an equitable position given the lease and capital improvements made for which Picolinos will suffer irreparable 
harm. 

Hopefully, this won't be the case of a community based business being punished for doing the right thing. 

We look forward to a favorable determination and recommendation of a negotiated sale. 

Sincerly, 

, ·om Bailiff 
Pico Corporation dba Ristorante Picolinos 

1 
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November 15th, 2017 

Seattle City Light 

700-Sth Ave, Suite 3316 

Seattle, Wa 98014 

Att: Tim Kroll 

Re: The Sunset Hill Substation - proposed sale 

Seattle City Light has posted notice of its intent to sell the Sunset Hill 

Substation. 

This announcement was made after Seattle City Light had leased the property to 

( Picolinos with the understanding it would be available for a Grand Garden & 

Greenhouse Project. At present Picolinos has spent approx .. $100,000 in 

improvements, fees and permits to make this garden project a reality. 

Having an open space with a garden and grounds has long been a community 

desire and those sentiments have been aptly expressed by many community 

groups during the public comment process, to wit, Sustainable Ballard, 

Groundswell and Elements from the Sunset Hill Community Association. 

Unfortunately, over the course of 10 years, these groups, have been unable to 

obtain any commitments for financial backing or public funding. 

In addition, please find attached copies of additional letters of support from 

other Ballard community groups, as well as many individual letters of support 

already sent, when taken together these constitute a broad constituency of 

support for Picolino's efforts and planned garden concept which is already well 

underway. 
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( Further, there has been no notice by other City, County or State agencies which 

have voiced an interest in using the site. The site itself is less than 10, 000 

square feet and thus do not meet the criteria of a qualifying site by the Seattle 

City Parks department. 

Wherein, community groups have been unable to meet funding requirements 

over the course of 10 years and the City has no viable use for the property, 

Picolinos has committed itself in both terms of time, effort and substantial 

money to make that dream a reality. 

In Addition to Broad Community Support there are many other direct and 

indirect benefits: 

a) Broad Based Community Support & Desire for Open Space 

There has been a long standing desire for an open space on this site and 

there is considerable and broad based community support for Picolino's 

current project. Here is an opportunity to provide this without the use 

of public funds while still providing a full market price for the sale of this 

land parcel. This is truly a 11 win-win 11 for both the City & the public. 

Attached: 

Ballard NW Senior Center 

The Rotary Club 

Nordic Heritage Museum 

Ballard High School 

Sent Separately by email direct 

Ballard Alliance {Chamber of Commerce) 

Sunset Hill Book Club 

Many, many letters from Ballard Residents 
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b) Equitable Dealing & Good Faith By City light 

City light has already leased the land, and Picolinos has relied on same, 

in furtherance of this project. It would seem inequitable to sell the 

property indiscriminately after Picolinos has acted in good faith and spent 

over a $100,000 on site improvements, permits, engineering and fees. 

c) Picolino's Project Requires No Public Funds To Become A Reality. 

While there have been community groups that have expressed interest 

In creating a park or garden, these groups have no financial means to 

achieve this goal. Picolino's project, which allows public access during 

operation hours (6:30 am to 9 pm) is "fully funded" and also will provide 

even far greater and superior facilities to the site with restrooms, 

ADA access, food & beverages availability and all the care and maintenance 

is paid for privately. 

d) Tax Base, Job Creation & City Revenue: 

Picolino's project will also provide a steady stream of revenue for the 

city coffers In the way of property taxes, personal property tax, b&o tax, 

sales tax & provide many new jobs & opportunities for citizens, not only 

during construction but perpetually thereafter. 

Therefore, we would respectfully request the City Light consider and 

recommend a negotiated sale to Picolinos at fair market value. 

Very truly yours, 

Tom Bailiff, President 

Pico Corporation dba Ristorante Picolinos 
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November 13th, 2017 

Seattle City light 

700-Sth Ave, Suite 3316 

Seattle, Wa 98014 

Att: Tim Kroll 

Re: The Sunset Hill Substation - proposed sale 

Seattle City light has posted notice of its intent to sell the Sunset Hill 

Substation. 

This announcement was made after Seattle City light had leased the property to 

( Picolinos with the understanding it would be available for a Grand Garden & 

Greenhouse Project. At present Picolinos has spent approx •. $100,000 in 

improvements, fees and permits to make this garden project a reality. 

( 

Having an open space with a garden and grounds has long been a community 

desire and those sentiments have been aptly expressed by many community 

groups during the public comment process, to wit, Sustainable Ballard, 

Groundswell and Elements from the Sunset Hill Community Association. 

Unfortunately, over the course of 10 years, these groups, have been unable to 

obtain any commitments for financial backing or public funding. 

In addition, please find attached copies of additional letters of support from 

other Ballard community groups, as well as many individual letters of support 

already sent , when taken together these constitute a broad constituency of 

support for Picolino's efforts and planned garden concept which is already well 

underway .. 
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further, there has been no notice by other City, County or State agencies which 

have voiced an interest in using the site. The site itself is less than 10, 000 

square feet and thus do not meet the criteria of a qualifying site by the Seattle 

City Parks department. 

Wherein, community groups have been unable to meet funding requirements 

over the course of 10 years and the City has no viable use for the property, 

Picolinos has committed itself in both terms of time, effort and substantial 

money to make that dream a reality. 

In Addition to Broad Community Support there are many other direct and 

indirect benefits: 

a) Broad Based Community Support & Desire for Open Space 

There has been a long standing desire for an open space on this site and 

there is considerable and broad based community support for Picolino•s 

current project. Here is an opportunity to provide this without the use 

of public funds while still providing a full market price for the sale of this 

land parcel.. This is truly a "win-win" for both the City & the public. 

Attached: 

Ballard NW Senior Center 

The Rotary Club 

Nordic Heritage Museum 

Ballard High School 

Sent Separately by email direct 

Ballard Alliance {Chamber of Commerce) 

Sunset Hill Book Club 

Many, many letters from Ballard Residents 
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b) Equitable Dealing & Good Faith By City light 

City light has already leased the land, and Picolinos has relied on same, 

in furtherance of this project. It would seem inequitable to sell the 

property indiscriminately after Picolinos has acted in good faith and spent 

over a $100,000 on site improvements, permits, engineering and fees. 

c) Picolino's Project Requires No Public Funds To Become A Reality. 

While there have been community groups that have expressed interest 

In creating a park or garden, these groups have no financial means to 

achieve this goal. Picolino's project, which allows public access during 

operation hours {6:30 am to 9 pm) is "fully funded" and also will provide 

even far greater and superior facilities to the site with restrooms, 

ADA access, food & beverages availability and all the care and maintenance 

is paid for privately. 

d) Tax Base, Job Creation & City Revenue: 

Picolino's project will also provide a steady stream of revenue for the 

city coffers In the way of property taxes, personal property tax, b&o tax, 

sales tax & provide many new jobs & opportunities for citizens, not only 

during construction but perpetually thereafter. 

Therefore, we would respectfully request the City light consider and 

recommend a negotiated sale to Picolinos at fair market value. 

Very truly yours, 

,.•<>'" 

Tom Bailiff, President 

Pico Corporation dba Ristorante Picolinos 
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Seattle City light 
Real property Division 
Seattle WA. 

October 17, 2017 

RE: Sunset Hill Substation 

Dear Sir: 

Ristorante Picolinds is a wonderful community asset in our Ballard neighborhood. They are part 
of a small business area in a local neighborhood setting. They are generous community partners 
and a great fit for our community. They have always been very supportive of the Ballard Senior 
Center and our needs. This is a place for friends and neighbors to gather and a restaurant that 
provides access to local community groups to have celebrations. 

I was very excited and thrilled that Picolino's was going to lease the Old Sunset Hill Substation 
from City light and construct an addition to the open space garden and greenhouse. This would 
only improve our neighborhood. Mr. Bailiff has invested considerable money, time and effort to 
make this a good neighborhood addition. If City light intended to sell the property it seems 
logical they shouldn't have leased it to Ristorante Picolino's. This doesn't seem equitable. 

I would ask that city light revisit this project and try to work with Mr. Bailiff to find a solution 
that will enhance this business area of our community and make our neighborhood even 
better. 

Thanks for your consideration 

Respectfully, 

Carlye Teel, 
Executive Director 
Ballard NW Senior Center. 
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Picolinos Project Support Letter 

From: Robert Boyd · 

To: thomas.powell • 11 

Subject: Picolinos Project Support Letter 

Date: Sat, Oct 28, 2017 12:47 pm 

Dear Tom, 

Page 1 of2 

Set forth below is a model draft of the support letter I thought you might like to sign on Rotary stationery and 
send off to the appropriate parties as well as a copy to Tom and I. If you have any questions please call me at 
(206-292-0707 immediately. As you may recall Tom spoke at one of our weekly meetings several months ago 
and really is anxious to get this project moving. Tom's e-mail address is picolinos@earthlink.net. 

Address final e-mail to: SCL REALPROPERTY~EATTLE.GOV and copy 
rh - -- - ' 

October 28, 2017 

Seattle City Light 
700 5th Ave., Suite 3316 
Seattle WA 98014 

ATTN: Mr. Tim Kroll 

SUBJECT: Sunset Hill Substation 

Dear Mr. Kroll, 

, and 

The Rotary Club of (Magnolia) Seattle Washington wishes to express our opinion and thoughts pertaining to 
the proposed sale of the Sunset Hill Substation Land to Picolinos Restaurant and the cancellation of the 
existing lease of that property for the purpose of building a beautiful garden and greenhouse. 

This project would be unique and we feel would very much add to the overall benefit of the community. It 
would be a positive example of a local business working in concert with the City of Seattle to make something 
very beautiful out of vacant land. We, as well as the rest of the community, have had a long standing desire 
to see this land used as an open space, garden, park or some other use to provide a space where the 
community could meet for recreational or community events. While many community groups have made 
attempts or proposals, they have not worked out due to complications and do not have a reliable or substantive 
source of funding. 

Our understanding of this project is that we have a local business which has not only supported its community, 
but is working hard at their expense to build an open garden space with amenities which can be enjoyed by all. 
To sell this land at public auction and cut short this project not only seems unreasonable but contrary to the 
wants and desires of the Ballard Community as well as those outside the community who come to it for 
enjoyment. 

We would like to express our support for what Picolinos has accomplished thus far and suggest Seattle City 
Light and the Seattle City Council consider a negotiated sale of the parcel to Picolinos at a fair market price. 
This appears to us to be far more reasonable than a public sale at auction which would most likely result in the 
erection of a commercial building or a congested and concentrated housing development 

Tom Powell, President 
The Rotary Club Of Magnolia (Seattle) WA 

Robert Boyd 

https://mail.aol.com/webmail-std/en-us/PrintMessage 10/28/2017 
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From: Jan Colbrese · 
To: "SCL_REALPROPERTY@SEA TILE.GOV'' <SCL_REALPROPERTY@SEA TILE.GOV> 
Subject: Sunset Hill Substation 
Date: Nov 13, 2017 10:15 AM 
Attachments: image001 .jpg image002.png image003.jpg image004.jpg image005.jpg 

November 9, 2017 

To Larry Weis, General Manager and CEO Seattle City Light: 

As Deputy Director of Nordic Heritage Museum, I have often witnessed examples of the strong 
community partnership we share with Ristorante Picolinos. I know, time and time again, the 
Museum has greatly benefited from a strong relationship with Ristorante Picolinos and their 
incredibly generous character of giving back to the surrounding community. We couldn't be 
happier to have them as a walking distance neighbor, especially in our current location which is 
very much lacking in walkable commercial resources. Because of this giving nature, we have 
held staff, donor, Board of Trustee gatherings at the restaurant and have always been warmly 
welcomed. We have worked with them to entertain visiting artists, and even arrange special 
dinners that have been used for fundraising purposes. 

We know of countless patrons who have visited the Museum and then stopped by Picolinos for 
lunch or coffee. We even have welcomed visitors who have come to the Museum after a 
previous dining experience at Picolinos, where they were encouraged by wait staff to visit our 
most current exhibition. 

Picolinos, and their ownership have repeatedly shown us that they care about our community, 
that they value the arts and culture of the area, and that they are willing partners with us to 
further our mission of sharing Nordic arts and culture with people of all backgrounds. Given 
this history of cooperation, I would encourage Seattle City Light to work with Picolinos to 
further their vision of developing the Sunset Hill Substation into a greenhouse and garden that 
would multiply their abilities to serve and give back to the community. 

It would be very disappointing to us if this community based business, which has invested both 
in our community and this project would not be allowed to see it to completion. 

Thank you for your consideration of support for this partnership. 

Best, 

Jan Woldseth Colbrese 
Deputy Director External Affairs 

NOR IC Ii RITA G MU SE UM 
;ea· le, WA 981 7 I 

-- ·---- '· , __ •!J eµ.!Tl.or:g 
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From: 

To: Ristorante Picolinos <picolinos@earthlink.net> 

Subject: Letter of Support for Ristorante Picolinos Regarding Sunset Hill Substation Project 

Date: Nov 8, 2017 5:37 PM 

Attachments: image001.jpg image002.png image003.jpg imaqe004.ipg image005 jpg 

November 6, 2017 

To Larry Weis, General Manager and CEO Seattle City Light: 

As Deputy Director of Nordic Heritage Museum, I have often witnessed 
examples of the strong community partnership we share with Ristorante 
Picolinos. I know, time and time again, the Museum has greatly benefited 
from a strong relationship with Ristorante Picolinos and their incredibly 
generous character of giving back to the surrounding community. We couldn't 
be happier to have them as a walking distance neighbor, especially in our 
current location which is very much lacking in walkable commercial resources. 
Because of this giving nature, we have held staff, donor, Board of Trustee 
gatherings at the restaurant and have always been warmly welcomed. We 
have worked with them to entertain visiting artists, and even arrange special 
dinners that have been used for fundraising purposes. 

We know of countless patrons who have visited the Museum and then stopped 
by Picolinos for lunch or coffee. We even have welcomed visitors who have 
come to the Museum after a previous dining experience at Picolinos, where 
they were encouraged by wait staff to visit our most current exhibition. 

Picolinos, and their ownership have repeatedly shown us that they care about 
our community, that they value the arts and culture of the area, and that they 
are willing partners with us to further our mission of sharing Nordic arts and 
culture with people of all backgrounds. Given this history of cooperation, I 
would encourage Seattle City light to work with Picolinos to further their 
vision of developing the Sunset Hill Substation into a greenhouse and garden 
that would multiply their abilities to serve and give back to the community. 

It would be very disappointing to us if this community based business, which 
has invested both in our community and this project would not be allowed to 
see it to completion. 

Thank you for your consideration of support for this partnership. 

Best, 

Jan Woldseth Colbrese 
Deputy Director External Affairs 

N ORDIC HERITAGE MU SEU M 

-- ·· · ··- --- ' ·Nww.nor icmu eum.org 
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( October 28, 2017 

Seattle City Light 
700 5th Ave., Suite 3316 
Seattle WA 98014 

A TIN: Mr. Tim Kroll 

SUBJECT: Sunset Hill Substation 

Dear Mr. Kroll, 
The Rotary Club of (Magnolia) Seattle Washington wishes to express our opinion and thoughts pertaining to 
the proposed sale of the Sunset Hill Substation Land to Picolinos Restaurant and the cancellation of the 
existing lease of that property for the purpose of building a beautiful garden and greenhouse_ 

This project would be unique and we feel would very much add to the overall benefit of the community. It 
would be a positive example of a local business working in concert with the City of Seattle to make something 
very beautiful out of vacant land. We, as wen as the rest of the community, have had a long standing desire 
to see this tanci used as an open space, gardens park or some other use to provide a space where the 
community could meet for recreational or community events. While many community groups have made 
attempts or proposals, they have not worked out due to complications and do not have a reliable or substantive 
source of funding. 

Our understanding of this project is that we have a local business which has not only supported its community, 
but is working hard at their expense to build an open garden space with amenities which can be enjoyed by all. 
To sell this land at public auction and cut short this project not only seems unreasonable but contrary to the 
wants and desires of the Ballard Community as well as those outside the community who come to it for 
enjoyment 

We would like to express our support for what Picolinos has accomplished thus far and suggest Seattle City 
Light and the Seattle City Council consider a negotiated sale of the parcel to Picolinos at a fair market price. 
This appears to us to be far more reasonable than a public sale at auction which would most likely result in the 
erecti~~ISfing or a congested and concentrated housing development. 

-/~~ 
- /--President 
-rhe Rotary Club Of Magnolia (Seattle) WA 

Robert Boyd 

242 

O ABY O R· AY - esT "Of me things we Think, Say or Do" 

1. ls ii the iilhl ~ ? 2. Js ii IF to all concerned? 3. Will it build GO · DWILL and SETT R FRIE DSHIPS? 4. '\f!fi!J it be 8 ICI: ·£0 all concerned? 



rom: Ann Se Iberg Address Book] 
To: SCL_REALPRvr-t:K 1 Y@seattle.gov 
C • H I ~ ! - ·~• c. »' 

1.' 
-~ . 

Subject: Sunset Hill Substation 
Date: Nov 15, 2017 9:20 PM 

Seattle City Light - via email 

SCL_REALPROPERTY@SEATTLE GOV 

Re: Sunset Hill Substation 

We are writing concerning Seattle City Light's intent to sell the Sunset Hill Substation. One of our 
neighborhood businesses, Picolinos, has been leasing the property and has made substantial investment 
toward creating a garden and greenhouse space that is an enhancement to the neighborhood. 

It is our hope that Seattle City Light will consider the lease agreement and the investment made in the 
property when approaching disposal of the property. A negotiated sale to Picolinos at fair market value 
would recognize their previous investment and allow them to reap the benefits of such while fulfilling 

( 1\he need of City Light to obtain fair market value for the property. 

As parents and teachers who are engaged in this community and in our high school, we can tell you 
Picolinos is a gathering place for the neighborhood and their involvement in our community includes 
employing our students and supporting our high school programs. We hope to see them treated fairly in 
this process. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ann Selberg Brittany Newell 

Erik Murphy Patti Kashiwa 

Jen Witeck Karen Foti Williams 

Debbie Anderson 
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Croll, Timothy 

( '=rom: 
..1ent: 

Laur Bauder "' p 

Wednesday, November 15, 2017 10:42 PM 

SCL_RealProperty 

( 

( 

To: 
Subject: Auto Connections 

To Whom It May Concern, 

I am writing this letter of concern, regarding the property that is at 1414 NW Leary Way in Ballard, Auto 
Connections. 
This is a business that we visit often. 
We have bought several cars from Jim Jahn, the owner, who has now become a dear personal friend. Being the 
mother of 3 teens, we plan to continue to visit this property, to buy cars for the kids, from Jim and his 
employees. He is a trusted business man and is well known throughout the community, where we live on 
Queen Anne, as well as in Ballard. Many of our friends have bought cars from Jim. And want to continue the 
legacy that Jim has created within our community. We are repeat buyers, due to the nature of Jim and his 
coworkers and their business motto. Jim cares about his employees and his customers .. His friends are 
innumerable. Please do not take any action, other than allowing Auto Connections stay where it is, unaffected 
by change. Seattle prides itself on maintaining the local feel. Jim Jahn is a testament to why we love Seattle. I 
am asking, our family and friends are asking, that you please do not take any actions to compromise that trust. 

Thank you, 

Laurie Bauder 
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Croll, Timothy 

-:rom: 

~ent: 

To: 
Subject: 

Ginger Luke < _ _ _ .... .... , 

Wednesday, November 15, 2017 10:06 PM 
SCL_RealProperty 
Ginger Luke 

We love Auto Connections to stay on Leary Way 

Been a customer there forever 

Excellent service and a wonderful team 

Please consider 

Thanks, Ginger 

Ginger Luke 

Ginger's Pet Rescue 
Email: .. 
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Croll, Timothy 

crom: 
.Jent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Hello Mr. Croll, 

Hildegard Nichols 
Wednesday, November 15, 2017 10:05 PM 
SCL_RealProperty 
Surplus properties, former substations 

I have been watching for about four years now how Seattle City Lights is handling the question of so-called 
surplus properties on former substations. 
Around each stations there is a group of neighbours who'd like to keep their little green oasis intact, but is 
ignored by you, or the institution you represent. I'm not happy that there is no alternative energy supplier in 
town, because I don't like to send money every month to an outfit that cuts down trees first and asks questions 
later. I am sure SCL could have saved the plots, and the trees on them, if they had wanted to. 
Why can't they be little parks with some education about the future of clean energy, with displays, prototypes, 
and info about why it is so important to shift away from fossil fuel fast, while saving as many trees as possible 
on the way there? There even could be charging stations or battery exchanges for electric cars and bicycles. 
Please rescue at least some of the substations! 

Hildegard Nichols 

P.S. Please sign me up on the interest/notification list 
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Croll, Timothy 

Farmer, LaKecia 
_ ... bject: RE: electric substations 

Note that all messages are subject to public disclosure -----Original Message----­
From: Carolyn Cooper [mailto: 
Sent: Friday, November 17, 2017 1:21 AM 
To: SCLRealProperty@seattle.gov 
Cc: LEG_CouncilMembers <council@seattle.gov> 
Subject: electric substations 

Dear Electric Powers That Be: 

As a citizen of Seattle and an apartment-dweller in Ballard, I call most urgently on you to postpone 
selling sites of former electric substations. Please PLEASE "leave these lands in public hands." If sold to private 
developers, they would in all probability be filled in with apartment houses charging unaffordable rents. The 
scattered sites are infinitely more valuable as potential small parks, pea-patch community gardens, out-door 
theaters, agricultural experiment fields, tree nurseries, or just plain vacant lots. Open space is getting scarcer 
as the city grows and short-sighted urban planners fail to recognize the necessity of preserving places places 
outdoors that are not covered over with asphalt or concrete, but where people are free to breathe, feel 
sunshine and rain, and enjoy "passive recreation." 

Living at 2839 NW 56th Street, I am acquainted with the substation site at 2826 Market Street, now occupied 
by a city-approved tent encampment of otherwise homeless people. Pending solution of the "housing crisis, 11 

that is another interim use of the sites. Guarantee a suspension of sales for five years or so in order for 
neighborhoods to organize and come up with small-scale plans for various other kinds of publicly beneficial 
roles for the ·sites. Think of health, not wealth, as the object of the exercise. 

Sincerely yours, 

Carolyn C. Cooper 
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