Asha Venkataraman
LEG CAO Duties SUM
D1

SUMMARY and FISCAL NOTE*
Department:
LEG

Dept. Contact/Phone:
Venkataraman/4-5382

CBO Contact/Phone:

* Note that the Summary and Fiscal Note describes the version of the bill or resolution as introduced; final legislation including
amendments may not be fully described.

1. BILL SUMMARY
Legislation Title: AN ORDINANCE relating to the organization of City government;
adding data reporting responsibilities to the City Attorney’s Office; and adding a new
Chapter 3.46 to the Seattle Municipal Code.
Summary and background of the Legislation: The City Attorney’s Office implements a
pre-filing diversion program and supports pre-booking diversion through staff support of the
LEAD program. Given the transition of leadership effective January 1, 2022, this ordinance
would add data collection and reporting requirements to the duties of the City Attorney’s Office.
These reporting requirements will help to increase transparency about how the City Attorney’s
Office is handling diversion programming as well as about how the City Attorney’s Office is
effectively addressing community safety.
2. CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM
Does this legislation create, fund, or amend a CIP Project? ___ Yes __X__ No
3. SUMMARY OF FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
Does this legislation amend the Adopted Budget?

___ Yes __X__ No

Does the legislation have other financial impacts to the City of Seattle that are not
reflected in the above, including direct or indirect, short-term or long-term costs?
If so, describe the nature of the impacts. This could include increased operating and maintenance costs, for example.

No
Is there financial cost or other impacts of not implementing the legislation?
Estimate the costs to the City of not implementing the legislation, including estimated costs to maintain or expand an existing facility or the
cost avoidance due to replacement of an existing facility, potential conflicts with regulatory requirements, or other potential costs or
consequences.

No
4. OTHER IMPLICATIONS
a. Does this legislation affect any departments besides the originating department?
If so, please list the affected department(s) and the nature of the impact (financial, operational, etc.).

The City Attorney’s Office will be responsible for collecting and reporting data to the
Council on a quarterly and annual basis.
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b. Is a public hearing required for this legislation?
If yes, what public hearing(s) have been held to date, and/or what public hearing(s) are planned/required in the future?

No
c. Is publication of notice with The Daily Journal of Commerce and/or The Seattle Times
required for this legislation?
For example, legislation related to sale of surplus property, condemnation, or certain capital projects with private partners may require
publication of notice. If you aren’t sure, please check with your lawyer. If publication of notice is required, describe any steps taken to
comply with that requirement.

No
d. Does this legislation affect a piece of property?
If yes, and if a map or other visual representation of the property is not already included as an exhibit or attachment to the legislation itself,
then you must include a map and/or other visual representation of the property and its location as an attachment to the fiscal note. Place a
note on the map attached to the fiscal note that indicates the map is intended for illustrative or informational purposes only and is not
intended to modify anything in the legislation.

No
e. Please describe any perceived implication for the principles of the Race and Social
Justice Initiative. Does this legislation impact vulnerable or historically disadvantaged
communities? What is the Language Access plan for any communications to the
public?
The criminal legal system, including the City Attorney’s Office, is rife with racial
disproportionality, affecting Black and brown communities across the city. Increasing
transparency by requiring data collection and reporting to the Council will help the Council
and the public assess whether the City Attorney’s Office’s approach to prosecution and
diversion is reducing, maintaining, or increasing institutional racism and consequently,
community safety.
f. Climate Change Implications
1. Emissions: Is this legislation likely to increase or decrease carbon emissions in a
material way?
Please provide a qualitative response, considering net impacts. Are there potential carbon emissions impacts of not implementing the
proposed legislation. Discuss any potential intersections of carbon emissions impacts and race and social justice impacts, if not
previously described in Section 4e.

No
2. Resiliency: Will the action(s) proposed by this legislation increase or decrease
Seattle’s resiliency (or ability to adapt) to climate change in a material way? If so,
explain. If it is likely to decrease resiliency in a material way, describe what will or
could be done to mitigate the effects.
Describe the potential climate resiliency impacts of implementing or not implementing the proposed legislation. Discuss any potential
intersections of climate resiliency and race and social justice impacts, if not previously described in Section 4e.

No
g. If this legislation includes a new initiative or a major programmatic expansion: What
are the specific long-term and measurable goal(s) of the program? How will this
legislation help achieve the program’s desired goal(s).
This answer should highlight measurable outputs and outcomes.

NA
List attachments/exhibits below:
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