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• 11 BIAs in Seattle generating $26 million 
dollars in enhanced services and 
programs to support business districts 

• Local control, predictable and 
sustainable funding are key benefits 

• Vital partnerships between City and 
Community Stakeholders 

BIA PROGRAM 
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BIA DISTRICTS 
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ABOUT STIA 
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ABOUT STIA

In 2011, STIA was established by Ordinance 123714 to provide funding to increase leisure 
tourism 

• Visit Seattle serves as the STIA program manager and reports to a Ratepayer Advisory 
Board (RAB) 

• Hotels assess guests $2 per occupied room per night 

• Assessments are intended for programs as described in the ordinance: leisure travel 
(domestic and international) and off-season travel (winter)

• Unlike other BIAs, STIA does not have a Consumer Price Index (CPI) adjustment for inflation 
or program growth 

http://clerk.seattle.gov/~archives/Ordinances/Ord_123714.pdf
https://visitseattle.org/
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STIA AMENDMENT 

In 2018-2019, STIA approached the City on a rate change amendment as the $2 per occupied 
room per night has remained the same since inception and has fallen behind many competing 
markets 

• RCW 35.87A.140 Changes in assessment rates, allowable by ordinance adopted after a 
hearing before the legislative authority

• STIA held an annual meeting to discuss the rate change proposal on Oct 28th, 2021

• Ratepayer Advisory Board formally adopted a resolution in support on January 14th, 2022

• Visit Seattle has secured support (94 percent) from ratepayers via signature, no known 
opposition 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=35.87A.140
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=35.87A.140
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FORECASTING STIA BUDGET

Estimates FY2022 FY2023 FY2024
# hotels  72 72 73

Occupancy % 
(estimated) 

62% 75% 78%

Assessments ($2/room) $6.8 - $7.5 
million 

$9.2 million $9.6 million 

Assessments ($4/room) 10.2 to $11.25 
million 

$18.4 million $19.2 million 

*STIA revenue is based on occupied rooms, assessments are collected on a monthly basis. OED 
annually reviews and approves the BIA workplan and budget under a program management 
agreement. 

Final budget is dependent on economic factors, including the pandemic and consumer confidence 
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QUESTIONS

OFFICE OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Phillip T. Sit 
BIA Advocate 
Phillip.Sit@seattle.gov 
206-256-5137


