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City of Seattle Boards & Commissions Notice of Appointment 
 

 

 
 

Appointee Name:  
Yaacov Tarko 

Board/Commission Name: 
Seattle Bicycle Advisory Board 

Position Title:  
Get Engaged Member 

 
☒ Appointment    OR    ☐  Reappointment 
 
 

City Council Confirmation required? 
 

☒ Yes 
☐  No 

Appointing Authority: 
 

☐  City Council  
☒ Mayor  
☐  Other: Fill in appointing authority 

Term of Position: * 
09/01/2021 
to 
08/31/2022 
  
☐ Serving remaining term of a vacant position 

Residential Neighborhood: 
Downtown 

Zip Code: 
98121 

Contact Phone No.:  
Business phone # - NOT personal 
phone # 

Background:  
I’m a Seattle renter and a bus and bike commuter. I’m new to transportation planning, but I’m used to 
systems thinking in my day job as a software engineer and I hope to apply it here. I’m proud of the 
progress SDOT and Seattle are making already and I look forward to helping the city do even better in 
the future.  

Authorizing Signature (original signature):  

 
 
Date Signed (appointed): 3/7/2022 
 

Appointing Signatory: 
Bruce A. Harrell 
 

Mayor of Seattle  

 



 
Yaacov Tarko 

                
Work Experience 
Google, Software Engineer, People Directory     March 2021  – Present 

● Extending our corporate  directory index to handle  customers with extremely large  directorie s and 
directory profile  sharing be tween customers. 

 
Google, Junior Software Engineer, Social Graph Backend     February 2019  – March 2021 

●  Deve loped and launched a system of fault-tole rant and e fficiently scalable  microse rvices to gene rate  
social graph data from Google ’s contacts and profile s and se rve  that data to inte rnal clients. The  system 
is de signed to minimize  write -time  and read-time  latency, and is implemented in C++ for speed and 
re source  e fficiency. 

●  Implemented extensive  integration te sts of the  above  system which caught seve ral bugs in our 
implementation and in our dependencies. Created an extensible  integration te sting library in Java for our 
clients to use  in the ir te sts.  

●  Fulfilled regulatory compliance  requirements by creating offline  batch jobs to pe rform automated data 
cleanups.  

●  Implemented and launched a system to keep cached contact names fre sh, fixing a flaw in our data 
mode l that exposed the  previous names of use rs who had changed the ir profile  names.  
 

Facebook, Software Engineering Intern, Location-Aware  Distribution    June  2018 – Septembe r 2018 
● Contributed to the  deve lopment of a re liable , low-latency pee r-to-pee r system that is re sponsible  for 

config file  distribution across Facebook’s se rve r flee t.  
● Implemented C++ memory optimizations the  system, reducing memory usage  by 5%. 
● Added the  ability to inline  small file s in me tadata messages, reducing distribution latency.  
● Improved crash recovery by adding functionality to re sume  inte rrupted downloads. Partially-comple ted 

downloads of large  file s are  cached on disk. When the  se rvice  is started, cached downloads are  e ithe r 
re sumed or garbage-collected based on stored state . 

● Wrote  comprehensive  unit te sts and routine ly te sted pe rformance  on seve ral thousand hosts. 
 
Tyvak NanoSatellite Systems, Software Engineering Intern, Ground Software     June  2017 – Septembe r 2017 

● Deve loped feature s for ground control software , including front-end and back-end web systems and 
MacOS applications, to improve  use r expe rience  and prevent ope rator e rror. 

● Implemented account-based authorization in a Node .js web application to control access to sate llite  
te leme try and commands. 

● Helped build a data access laye r in C++ to improve  database  que ry pe rformance , and built a proxy in C++ 
and JavaScript to incorporate  it into a Node .js se rve r. 

 
Dovel & Luner LLP, Legal Intern, New Matte rs June  2014 - Septembe r 2014 

●  Analyzed patents, identified potentially infringing products, and communicated my findings to the  firm’s 
new matte rs department to assist with case  se lection. 

 
Education           
University of California, Los Angeles , Los Ange le s, CA                        

●  B.S. Compute r Science , Magna Cum Laude.  Graduated December 2018 
 

Research Experience  
UCLA Automated Reasoning Group, Undergraduate Researcher                          January 2018 - December 2018 

● Conducted nove l re search on applications of Bayesian Ne tworks to traffic route  prediction. 
● Designed an algorithm to e fficiently count the  number of traffic routes in a state  space  de fined by a 

hie rarchical route  distribution, and implemented the  algorithm in Python. 
● Built a web-based UI to tune  paramete rs of Testing Bayesian Ne tworks and visualize  the  behavior of the  

re sulting mode ls.  






