
*Term begin and end date is fixed and tied to the position and not appointment date.

City of Seattle Boards & Commissions Notice of Appointment 

Appointee Name: 
Katherine Liss 

Board/Commission Name: 
Design Review Board 

Position Title: 
Landscape Professional 

  Appointment    OR      Reappointment 
Council Confirmation required? 

  Yes 
  No 

Appointing Authority: 

  Council  
  Mayor  
  Other: Joint Mayor & Council 

Date Appointed: 
mm/dd/yy. 

Term of Position: *
4/4/2022 
to 
4/3/2024 

☐ Serving remaining term of a vacant position
Residential Neighborhood: 
Roosevelt 

Zip Code: 
98115 

Contact Phone No.: 

Background:  
Ms. Liss is a landscape architect with ten years of professional experience. She is currently employed at 
Gustafson Guthrie Nichol in Seattle, and previously worked at Michael Van Valkenburgh Associates in 
Brooklyn, New York. She has worked on a variety of project types, including public parks, residential 
developments, corporate headquarters, and streetscapes, and is tasked with overseeing projects 
through from design to construction. 

Ms. Liss expressed a desire to promote street activation, which she accomplishes by prioritizing the 
pedestrian experience and considering how a site can be safe, welcoming, and memorable. Some of her 
projects include the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, the REI Headquarters, and India Basin Shoreline 
Park in San Francisco. 

Ms. Liss earned a Bachelor of Sciences in Landscape Architecture from the University of Connecticut. 

Authorizing Signature (original signature): 

Date: 5/31/2022 

Appointing Signatory: 
Bruce A. Harrell 

Mayor of Seattle 

Authorizing Signature (original signature): 

Date: 5/31/2022 

Appointing Signatory: 
Dan Strauss 

Councilmember, District 6 



K A T H E R I N E  L I S S

PROFESSIONAL 

EXPERIENCE

ACADEMIC 

EXPERIENCE

SELECTED 

WORK

REGISTRATION

EDUCATION

Michael Van Valkenburgh Associates, Brooklyn, NY  2008- 2016

Sustainable Site Design, 2007-2008
By Kristin Schwab + Claudia Dinep, Professors at University of Connecticut
Book Illustrator, created hand drawn detailed grading maps and sections

Design Critic and Lecturer, University of Connecticut, 2010- 2019

Bachelor of Sciences in Landscape Architecture, University of Connecticut, 2008
ASLA student chapter VP & lecture series organizer, Dean’s List, GPA: 3.8

Vassar College, Poughkeepsie, NY  2012- 2016 
•    Project manager (design through construction):
     Sciences Landscape, Skinner Hall, Chicago Hall Courtyards, and Sculpture Garden
•    Coordinated directly with client, consultants, and internal design team

Waller Creek, Waterloo Park, Austin, TX  2014- 2016
•    Investigated site complexities both of the existing and proposed infrastructure
•    Designed and resolved circulation and grading challenges of a highly constrained site
•    Supervised project team (2-8 people) to develop drawing sets and client presentations

ARC Wildlife Bridge Competition, Denver, CO
Brooklyn Bridge Park, Brooklyn, NY 
Maggie Daley Park, Chicago, IL
New York University Campus Expansion, New York, NY
Teardrop Park Murray Street, New York, NY
Tulsa Riverfront Park, Tulsa, OK

Registered Landscape Architect, State of Connecticut 2012, License No. 1258
Registered Landscape Architect, State of New York 2014, License No. 2512

Gustafson Guthrie Nichol, Seattle, WA  2016- present
India Basin Shoreline Park, San Francisco, CA  2019- present 
•    Reconnecting the neighborhood to the waterfront 
•    Working with the local community to understand their program priorities
•    Coordinating design objectives with sea level rise regulations and permitting

REI Headquarters, Bellevue, WA   2016- present 
•    Achieved Salmon Safe Certifi cation
•    Prioritized connections to the project at both the local and regional scale
•    Created a patchwork of distinct public spaces adjacent to and 
      integrated with the development

Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation 2016- present 
•    Managed the priorities of the Client with City of Seattle public benefi t requirements 








