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Overview  

1. Why are ADUs important? 

2. Survey results - How are ADUs used, constructed, financed? 

3. How is Oregon promoting them? 

 

 

 



Building Small - a green building strategy 

 



Source: City of Milwaukie and URBSWORKS 

House size has increased 
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Survey Research of ADU owners 

Table 2: Final Response Rates 

Target 
Completes 

Total 
Completes 

Valid 
Sample 

Response 
Rate 

Portland 248 290 673 43.2% 

Eugene 82 49 91 53.8% 

Ashland 57 30 66 45.5% 

Total 369 830 44.6% 



Are ADUs providing housing? 



Household Size 

Average ADU household size = 1.45 people 

 



ADU owner status? 

 



Who lives in ADUs? 

 



How are ADUs financed? 

 



ADU rent ($)
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c • ADU avg $756/month 
(with $0 rents) 

 

 

• Comparable multi-family 

rent avg $778/month 

 

 

• ADU avg $872/month  
(w/o $0 rents) 

 

 

Rental rates 

 

 



Do ADUs provide affordable housing? 

1. 13% of ADU occupants 

are charged $0 in rent 

2. 5% of ADU occupants 

are charged<$500/month 

 
 

3. 48% of ADU owners are between 55 and 74 years old.  

The ADU will make their housing more affordable into 

retirement.   

18% of 

ADUs 

provide 

affordable 

housing 

85% of these 

tenants are 

family or 

friends of the 

ADU owner 

Occupant 

Owner 

Developer  

4. Average cost of new ADU is $78,000.  How does this 

compare to the cost of a new affordable housing unit?   



Accessorydwellings.org  

 

Accessorydwellings.org 

Includes: 
•Case studies 

•Videos 

•Tour info 

•Zoning code 

•Appraisal guide 

•Financing guide 

•Research 



Appraisal Guide 

 



ADU finance guide 



ADU Video 

 



Homeowner and Real Estate ADU Classes 

 



ADU Tours (2014 & 2015) 

 



ADU Space and Water Heating Guide 

 



Build Small – Live Large Summit    

 



Thank You! 

 

Jordan Palmeri 

– Oregon DEQ 

– 503-229-6766 

– palmeri.jordan@deq.state.or.us 

– http://www.deq.state.or.us/lq/sw/wasteprevention/

greenbuilding.htm 
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