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Overview 

• Why and how SPU looks at weather 

• Tools for monitoring and predicting 

• Research partnerships and city-wide 
collaboration 

• The latest forecast 
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SPU Weather 
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SPU Weather 

Precipitation 

• Short-duration, high-intensity (thunderstorms) 

• Long-duration (atmospheric rivers) 

Temperature 

• Heat/demand 

• Freezing/snow 

Wind, Fire, etc. 
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SPU Weather 

Teleconnections  

• El Niño/La Niña (ENSO) 

• “The Blob”  

• Pacific Decadal Oscillation (PDO) 

• Quasi-Biennial Oscillation (QBO) 
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Monitoring Tools 

• National Weather Service 

• Sea-Tac, Boeing Field, Sand Point 

• Radar (Camano Island, Langley Hill) 

• SPU Rain Gages 

• NRCS Snotel  

• USFS lightning 
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Forecasting Tools 

Short-range 

• Seattle RainWatch (1-hour) 

• High-Resolution Rapid Refresh (3- to 15-hours) 

Medium-range 

• National Weather Service (up to 7-days) 

• Univ. of Wash., European, Canadian (up to 16-days) 

Long-range 

• NOAA Climate Prediction Center (seasonal) 
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Research Partnerships 

• Northwest Regional Modeling Consortium 

• University of Washington 

• Puget Sound Clean Air Agency 

• US Environmental Protection Agency 

• US Forest Service 

• Office of the Washington State Climatologist 

• Climate Impacts Research Consortium 

• Oregon State University 

• University of Idaho 

• NOAA Center for Environmental Info. 
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City-wide Collaboration 

• SPU RainWatch 

• SCL WindWatch 

• SDOT SnowWatch 

• Human Services 

• Parks 

• Emergency Management 

• Sustainability and Environment 
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Forecast 
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Outlook 
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