
The	West	Sea*le	Junc0on	
The	district	got	its	name	immediately	prior	to	West	Sea*le’s	
annexa0on	to	Sea*le,	in	1907,	when	the	West	Sea*le	and	
Fauntleroy	streetcar	lines	converged	at	a	transfer	point	at	

California	Avenue	and	Alaska	Street,	forming	“The	Junc0on.”		
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Background	



The	West	Sea*le	Junc0on	Historical	Survey	
!  Concept	began	in	2013	as	California	Corridor.	
!  Narrowed	to	the	West	Sea*le	Junc0on.	
!  Purpose:	to	assemble	professional	and	anecdotal	data	to	

document	the	historic	value	of	Junc0on	buildings,	
including	their	poten0al	as	designated	city	landmarks.	

!  Presenta0on	made	to	SWSHS	board	in	February	2014.	
!  SWSHS	board	voted	to	par0cipate	as	fiscal	agent	for	

4Culture	grant	of	$10,000	to	pay	an	architectural	historian	
to	prepare	a	professional	survey	report.	

!  4Culture	awarded	the	$10,000	grant	in	May	2014.	



The	West	Sea*le	Junc0on	Historical	Survey	
The	work	
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! West	Sea*le	Junc0on	Historical	Survey	working	
group	formed.	

! Organiza0ons	enlisted.	
! Mission	statement	created.	



The	West	Sea*le	Junc0on	Historical	Survey	

! West	Sea*le	Junc0on	Historical	Survey	working	group	formed.	
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!  Organiza0ons	enlisted.	



The	West	Sea*le	Junc0on	Historical	Survey	aims	to	capture	and	ar0culate	the	
essence	of	the	Junc0on’s	character	to	help	the	district	move	forward	by	
honoring	its	past.	

The	survey	will	study	the	West	Sea*le	Junc0on	by	consul0ng	with	property	
owners	and	iden0fying	historic	and	noteworthy	architectural	features	that	
enhance	the	district’s	welcoming	visual	appeal	and	business	climate.	

The	results	will	iden0fy	elements	of	the	West	Sea*le	Junc0on	that	define	its	
character,	give	it	uniqueness	and	allow	it	to	serve	as	the	thriving	business	hub	
of	the	West	Sea*le	peninsula.	
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! Mission	statement	created.	
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Survey	enlarged	to	three	parts:	

! Professional	architecture	history	of	59	buildings	on	
California	Avenue	from	Genesee	to	Edmunds	streets	
! Interviews	of	property	owners	
(mostly	on	video	for	posterity)	
! Public	survey	
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! Professional	architecture	history	

Mimi	Sheridan	
historic	preserva0on	consultant	

The	Sheridan	Group	
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!  Interviews	
of	

property	
owners	
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! Public	
survey	

West Seattle Junction Historical Survey 
Community Opportunity 

We are conducting a historical building survey, trying to 
figure out what role the buildings play in making The 
Junction special. We have a few questions to ask you. Please 
jot down your thoughts! 

1) What is special about The Junction? 

2) What is your favorite building in The Junction and why? 

3) What in The Junction is worth preserving? 



The	West	
Sea*le	
Junc0on	
Historical	
Survey	

!  Survey	
announced	
March	2015	
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When	the	work	took	place:	
! Architectural	history:	March	2015	to	present	
! Interviews	of	property	owners:	April	2015	to	present	
! Public	survey:	Summer	2015	
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The	results	

! Architectural	survey	creates	three	categories	
! Owner	interviews:	Steve	Athan,	Leon	Capelouto,	Jerry	
Costacos,	Tom	Henry,	Lisa	and	John	Kennan-Meyer,	Jack	
Menashe,	Jack	Miller,	Jack	Calvo.	
! Public	survey:	265	responses	
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Owner	interviews:	Steve	Athan,	Leon	Capelouto,	Jerry	
Costacos,	Tom	Henry,	Lisa	and	John	Kennan-Meyer,	Jack	
Menashe,	Jack	Miller,	Jack	Calvo.	

! Great	anecdotal	informa0on	
! Severely	mixed	opinions	on	whether	any	buildings	are	
worth	preserving	
! S0ll	hope	to	interview	more	owners	this	month	
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Public	survey:	265	responses	
What	is	special	about	the	Junc1on?	
• The	special	shops,	the	small-town	feel	-	101	
respondents	
• The	unique	character	of	the	neighborhood,	
close-knit	and	walkable	-	92	respondents	
• The	buildings,	structures	and	other	historic	
elements	-	30	respondents	

What	is	your	favorite	building?	
• Easy	Street	-	74	respondents	
• Cupcake	Royale	-	21	respondents	
• Husky	Deli	-	17	respondents	
• Hotwire	Online	Coffeehouse	-	10	respondents	
• Ellio*	Bay	Brewing	Co.	-	9	respondents	

•  ArtsWest	-	7	respondents	
•  J.F.	Henry	-	6	respondents	
•  West	5	&	Matador	-	4	respondents	each	
•  US	Post	Office,	Menashe	&	Sons	Jewelers,	

Holy	Rosary	Church,	Talarico's	-	3	
respondents	each	

•  An0que	Mall	-	2	respondents	

What	in	the	Junc1on	is	worth	saving?	
•  Old	and	historic	buildings	-	94	

respondents	
•  History	and	small-town	feel	-	64	

respondents	
•  “Everything”	-	43	respondents	
•  Easy	Street	-	12	respondents	
•  Husky	Deli	-	6	respondents	
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Architectural	survey’s	three	categories	

•  Category	A	buildings	are	poten0ally	eligible	for	landmark	status,	as	they	have	enough	
significance	and	integrity	to	be	considered	for	designa0on,	and	they	appear	to	meet	one	or	
more	of	the	relevant	landmark	designa0on	criterion.	

•  Category	B	buildings	appear	to	warrant	further	inves1ga1on	of	their	history	to	determine	
their	significance	along	with	and	the	extent	of	altera0ons.	It	is	not	immediately	apparent	
that	a	Category	B	building	meets	any	of	the	relevant	landmark	designa0on	criteria.	

•  Category	C	buildings	are	considered	as	suppor0ng	buildings	and	they	appear	to	be	or	are	so	
altered	that	they	do	not	retain	historic	significance	or	integrity	in	their	present	form	and	
are	not	likely	to	meet	the	landmark	designa0on	criteria.	
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Category	A:	
Campbell	
Building,	
1918	
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Category	A:	
Hamm	
Building,	
1926	
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Category	B:	
Hotwire/	
dental	
office	
complex,	
1910	
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Category	B:	
Courtesy	
Accoun0ng	
building,	
1947	
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Category	B:	
J.F.	Henry	
building,	
1908	
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Category	B:	
former	
J.C.	Penney	
building,		
1927	
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Category	B:	
Curious	
Kidstuff	
building,	
1928	
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Category	B:	
Technical	
Analysis	
building,	
1961	



Press	Conference	March	2,	2016	
@	Husky	Deli,	9:00	am,	to	discuss	findings	


