
Seattle Misdemeanor
Pre-Filing Diversion Program

Presentation to Gender Equity, Safe Communities & New Americans 
Committee

Initial Implementation Plan

February 8, 2017

A service-based alternative to prosecution and detention



Program Leadership

• Peter Holmes – Seattle City Attorney

• Kelly Harris – Criminal Division Chief

• Jenna Robert –Strategic Advisor

• Kerry Werner – Assistant City Prosecutor



Jurisdiction

• City Criminal Jurisdiction –

Majority of misdemeanors and gross misdemeanors committed in 
Seattle by individuals 18 years or older and misdemeanor/gross 
misdemeanor driving offenses committed by individuals 16 years or 
older



Diversion

• Post-Filing Diversion Programs –

Diversion after initiation of criminal charges. Therapeutic-based 
sentencing alternatives. Typically a reduced or dismissed criminal 
charge and/or reduced sentencing recommendation.

• Pre-Filing Diversion –

Diversion, typically after investigation/arrest, but before initiation of 
criminal charge by prosecutor. Access to services without triggering 
collateral consequences. Avoid criminal charge. 
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Program Structure

Funding for Service 
Providers

Component 
Programs

Umbrella Program Pre-Filing 
Diversion

Mainstream:     

16-24 year olds 
and DWLS/NVOLs

SMC: CRC FAS

Restorative Justice: 
18-24 year olds

Community RJ 
Practitioners

Family Domestic 
Violence: 18-24 

year olds 

FIRS



Mainstream Pre-Filing Diversion

•Develop protocol to 
ensure 
constitutional 
protections and 
evaluate

•SCAO, SMC, FAS 
coordinate data 
exchange 

•SCAO, SMC, FAS 
develop program 

•SCAO develop 
screening criteria

Eligibility
Services and 

Requirements

Protection and 
Evaluation 

Data Exchange



Restorative Justice Diversion

Eligibility: SCAO develop 
screening criteria

Evaluation & Selection 
of RJ providers

Data Exchange 
mechanism designed

MOU w/providers to 
include confidentiality 

and constitutional 
protections

Development of RJ 
parameters

Evaluation Mechanism



Family Domestic Violence Diversion

Eligibility

•SCAO develop 
screening 
criteria

•Advocate 
safety planning 

Selection of 
Providers

•Evaluation and 
development of 
RJ practices 
w/DV focus 

•Evaluation and 
selection of 
FIRS providers

Services and 
Requirments

•Work with 
providers to 
develop needs-
based 
assessment

•Work with 
providers to 
determine 
expectations 
regarding 
participation 
and length of 
program

FIRS

•MOU 
w/providers to 
include 
confidentiality 
and 
constitutional 
protections

•Participant 
receives 
treatment from 
provider 
funded as 
consultant



Questions

We appreciate the funding allocated by Council to develop these 
programs and look forward to implementation.


