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Overview

• Public Health focus areas

• Communicable Disease & Epidemiology 
update

• Foundational Public Health Services
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PUBLIC HEALTH 

PUBLIC HEALTH VISION MISSION STATEMENT 

Healthy people and healthy communities 
  

Eliminate health inequities and maximize 
opportunities for every person to achieve optimal 
health 

OVERARCHING POPULATION GOALS  

All children are born healthy and 

thrive 

Adults live long and healthy lives Our communities support and 

promote health for all 

      2017 – 2019      PUBLIC HEALTH FOCUS AREAS & PRIORITIES 

Develop, promote, and deliver programs and 

policies that improve health, reduce inequities, 

and result in healthy environments  

Ensure readiness to respond to emerging public 

health threats  

Ensure that communities and individuals have 

access to critical safety net services 

Produce and disseminate data that informs 

community planning and public health priorities 

 

Activate and foster community collaborations that 

drive health solutions 

Strengthen collaborations with academic partners 

to promote excellence in public health practice 

and workforce development  

 

 



EXAMPLES OF VOLUME + COMPLEXITY IN A METRO HEALTH DEPARTMENT

Healthcare Hub
Median # of hospitals/county in WA:

King County adds:

Plus the only Level 1 trauma center:

Diversity

20% of residents are foreign-born
170 languages spoken

Outbreak Potential

Over 100 festivals
158 professional sporting events

12,000+ restaurants
192 cruise ships

Burden of Disease

1300+ foodborne illnesses annually
Percentage of state’s cases (2013):

56% HIV
61% syphilis

40% gonorrhea
100% measles

Coordination

39 municipal governments

39 police jurisdictions

20 school districts

29 fire departments

39 emergency management 

agencies

41 water and sewer districts

International Hub

1.5 million+ international visitors 
annually

13th busiest port in the nation
55% of state’s active TB cases
13 measles cases (2013)
236 travelers monitored for Ebola 

(2015)

Metro health departments provide the foundational public health services on a 
larger scale and more complex landscape. What that requires: greater breadth, 
more capacity for services that cut across programs.



FOUNDATIONAL PUBLIC HEALTH 

SERVICES

Vital 

Records

Assurance 

Role: 

Access to 

Clinical 

Care

Maternal 

Child 

Family 

Health

Environ-

mental 

Public 

Health 

Chronic 

Disease 

Control & 

Injury 

Prevention

Communi-

cable 

Disease 

Control

Across all programs:

• Assessment (surveillance and epidemiology)

• Emergency preparedness and response (all hazards)

• Communications

• Policy development and support

• Community partnership development

• Business competencies

MEOEMSJail Health



In King County

Public Health is Essential 6

Federal and State Local Public Health Funding Flat or Declining:
2008 – 2016



Current challenges

Outbreaks and Communicable 
disease cases continue at a high 

level
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Current situation 
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Outbreak response



77 deaths
91 LTCF outbreaks
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Mumps outbreak



A Measles Case Follow-Up

2 Measles 
Cases 

Primary 
Care 

Provider 
Office

Amazon 
Roxanne 
Building 

Amazon 
Houdini 
Building 

AMLI 
Apartments

Emergency 
Department 

#2

Whole 
Foods

Homegrown 
Sandwiches

Lyft

• Notification of 
drivers/passengers

• Media notification
• Patient calls
• Patient letters
• Provider immunity 

assessment
• Provider furlough
• IG for at risk patients• Public notification

• Letters to all Amazon 
employees

• Public notification
• Alerts posted in 

establishment

• Public Notification
• Alerts posted in 

establishment • Patient notification calls (32)
• Provider immunity assessment
• IG/vaccine/titers for 2 patients

Emergency 
Department 

#1

• Patient notification letter/calls
• Provider immunity assessment
• IG/vaccine/titers (4 patients) 

• 25 additional suspect 
cases investigated

• 4 required testing at PHL



2017 TB outbreaks on track to exceed 2016
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Date Event Number Needing Evaluation Evaluated

Confirmed 

Cases

Apr-16 Bellevue College 37 10 1

May-16 QFC 14 13 1

Jun-16 Book Company 15 15 1

Aug-16 Cancer Care Alliance 187 Pending Data 1

Aug-16 NW Kidney Center Pending Data 68 1

Sep-16 1811 Residence 83 81 1

Oct-16 Renton HS 104 93 1

Nov-16 UW Fratemity 121 68 1

Jan-17 Hazen HS 233 221 1

Mar-17 *KC Jail

66 inmates; 128 inmates + 

staff

55 (inmate contacts; 

no staff results) 1

Mar-17 Federal Detention Center Unknown Unknown 1

Jan-17 HMC 195 Unknown 1

* List provided by Jail included a total of 128 inmates and staff. Based on the environmental  assessment of the  active case it was 

determined that 66 inmates needed to be evaluated further and of the 66 inmates 55 inmates were evaluated. The other inmates 

were released and are being pursued by the TB Control Program's  Disease Research Investigation Specialist so they can be screened.



Communicable Disease Workload & Capacity
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2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

Workload Capacity Capacity w/ Fed Cuts
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State’s FPHS model 

accounts for the 

capacity shown in 

yellow brackets. 



Support for Foundational Services from 
Legislature?

• Our request: $60 million (for services statewide)

• Governor’s budget: $20 million

• House budget: $40 million

• Currently in negotiation
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Questions?
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