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OIRA and Mission

• Established in 2012.

• Mission: to improve the lives 

of Seattle’s immigrant and 

refugee families.

Since 2014
• Growth:  9 FTEs, $5M

• Seattle has become a leading 
city on immigrant integration.
• National recognition

• Technical assistance to other 
municipalities

• Reflects long pro-immigrant history 
of city, county, and state



Citizenship and Civic

Engagement 

English as a 

Second

Language (ESL)

Three Rails of Immigrant Integration

Language 

Access



Emerging  “Fourth Rail”

City response to unjust federal immigration policies



• Cancel every constitutional 

executive action issued by 

President Obama, e.g. DACA.

- 18,000 DACA recipients in 

WA 

• Cancel all federal funding to so-

called “sanctuary cities.”

- $85M in federal grants to 

Seattle

• Remove more than two million 

criminal unauthorized immigrants 

and cancel visas to foreign 

countries that won’t take them 

back.

- +40,000 growth in 

unauthorized population in 

WA, 2009-2014 



• Suspend immigration from so-

called terror-prone regions.

- Largest Somali community 

outside of Minneapolis

- 2/3 of 3,000 refugees each 

year are re-settled in 

Seattle/King County

• Build wall along US-Mexico 

border and make Mexico pay.

• Zero tolerance for immigrants 

with criminal records.

• Harsher penalties for overstaying 

a visa.



• Three anti-immigrant/refugee 

executive orders in the first 

month:

1. Enhancing Public Safety in the 

Interior of the United States 

2. Border Security and Immigration 

Enforcement Improvements

3. Protecting the Nation From 

Foreign Terrorist Entry Into the 

United States 

• Rescinded DACA.

• Eliminated TPS for Haiti, El 

Salvador, Nicaragua (Honduras 

remains).

• Reduced annual refugee cap by 

more than half (110,000 to 

45,000).



Naturalization

To provide free naturalization 

services to low-income individuals 

and families.

- New Citizen Campaign

- New Citizen Program

- Monthly citizenship clinics

What We’re Doing

Language Access

To ensure residents can get 

information and access services 

regardless of the language that they 

speak.

- City departments develop language 

access work plans

- Release toolkit and other resources



• Free naturalization application 

assistance and free legal 

consultations.

• Goal:  to serve 1,000 people.

• Volunteers:  currently more 

than 800 registered, including 

lawyers, interpreters, and 

others.



Legal Services and Community 
Education
To provide free legal services to 
vulnerable low-income residents and 
workers and educate communities 
about their rights.

- Legal Defense Network

- DACA funding and support

- Legal consultations

Immigrant Family Institute
To provide leadership, systems 
navigation, and parenting skills for 
immigrant families that have 
experienced the juvenile justice 
system.

- Second year after successful 2017 pilot

- Add parenting skills using Strengthening 

Families Program curriculum

What We’re Doing



Ready to Work

To provide free ESL and job 

training to low-English proficient 

adult learners and job seekers.

- Launch new West Seattle location at 

Neighborhood House with two 

classes enrolling 40 adult ESL learners

Seattle Votes

To increase civic engagement of 

immigrant communities.

- Release three in-depth reports on 

API, East African, and Latino voters

What We’re Doing



What We’re 
DoingCommunity Outreach and 

Engagement

- Embed outreach and 

engagement into everything we 

do.

- Ethnic Media Program and our 

community outreach expertise 

continues to successfully engage 

immigrant and refugee 

communities in City decisions

- Provide technical assistance to 

City departments 



STREET ADDRESS

Seattle City Hall 

600 4th Ave 

Floor 4 

Seattle, WA 98124

MAILING ADDRESS

City of Seattle 

Office of Immigrant and Refugee Affairs 

PO Box 94573 

Seattle, WA 98124

(206) 727-8515 

OIRA@SEATTLE.GOV

Questions? Contact Us.

Cuc Vu, Director, OIRA


