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Central Area Background

• Rich diverse history

• African American presence in the 
Central Area dates back to 1890 with 
an upsurge in the 1940’s

• History of discrimination against 
African Americans 

• Redlining beginning in the 1930’s
• Discriminatory lending and insurance 

practices 

• African-American share of the 
community has been declining for 
decades



Addressing displacement concerns

• Residential: Preserving and creating affordable housing 
choices 

• Commercial: Central Area Commercial Revitalization Plan

• Cultural: Preserving cultural institutions and using 
community-driven design strengthens community 
identity and engagement

• Historic Central Area Arts and Cultural District 
(HCAACD)

• Central Area Neighborhood Design Guidelines
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Central Area Design Guidelines Coalition (CA DGC) 

• Self-formed in April 2016 to advocate and 
champion for the work

• Leaders from 5 key community groups
• 23rd Ave Action Community Team (23rd Ave ACT)

• Central Area Land Use Review Committee (CA LURC)

• Historical Central Area Arts and Cultural District 
(HCAACD)

• Central Area Collaborative (CAC)

• African American Veterans Group of Washington

• Partner with the City, consultant team and 
other community groups/organizations



Council’s support for the work

• On July 24, 2017, Resolution 31752 requested that OPCD and SDCI complete the 
work with the CA DGC to:

1. Create neighborhood design guidelines for future development to reflect the 
Central Area’s history and cultural identity. 

2. Prepare recommendations for a new Central Area Design Review Board



Community Engagement

• 5 community meetings, 10 focused meetings, 12 CA DGC meetings

• Engaged over 1,300 community members 



Central Area Neighborhood Design Guidelines

• Reflect strong community and city collaboration 
• Led by CA DGC

• Partner with OPCD, SDCI, OED and Arts

• Reflect the unique historical character of the Central Area 
community.

• Retain the rich characteristics valued by long-term 
residents as well as new and future residents.



Race & Segregation/Redlining Central Area Design Guidelines Boundary

1936 redlining map with areas 
deemed "hazardous" in red. 

Map showing where Black 
Americans resided in 1960. 



Central Area Neighborhood Design 
Guidelines – additional guidance 

• Emphasizes the Central Area’s History and 
Heritage

• Honor the African & Black American presence and 
other heritages that have shaped the Central Area

• Incorporate culturally responsive design principles



• Emphasize the historic influence 
area, landmarks, assets and top 
priorities of cultural significance



Current DRB Districts Adding an 8th Design Review District & Board

• Current DRB district 
map bisects the Central 
Area into 2 districts

• The new district unifies 
the Central Area 
recognizing the 
community identity 
that developed in 
response to and in 
spite of the 
disenfranchisement of 
people of color due to 
the history of red-lining

• Facilitate inclusive and 
equitable growth and 
development


