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Mandatory Housing Affordability

Creating more affordable 
housingthrough growth

We are enacting zoning changes so 
that new development will create 
income-restricted affordable housing. 

MHA lays the framework for how 
Seattle grows equitably and 
sustainably.



10-Year Goal: 6000+ units affordable 
to households at <60% of AMI

Å Two ways to comply with MHA:
π Performance: createnew affordable 

homes on-site

π Payment: contribute to affordable 
housing fund to create high-quality 
affordable units throughout the city

How MHA Works

Affordable Housing Outcomes



Without MHA: With MHA:

market rate building with current code
NO affordability requirement

+ additional development capacity
+ affordable housing contribution through   
payment or performance 

How MHA Works

Requirements + Rezones



How we engaged community*
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT OVERVIEW



н Create more housing for people at all income levels 

н Minimize displacement of current residents 

н Create housing choices, including homeownership and 
family-size units 

н Create more opportunities to live near parks, schools, 
and transportation 

н Strengthen urban design and sense of place in urban 
villages 

н Promote environmental sustainability, including 
supporting transit use and having space for trees 

How engagement shaped the proposal
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT OVERVIEW



MHA in
District 1



н all urban villages and urban village 
expansion areas

н all areas outside urban villages with 
multifamily and commercial zoning

Comprehensive rezones
CITYWIDE MHA PROPOSAL

Propose comprehensive MHA rezones 
and new affordability requirements in:

citywide MHA 
rezones

MHA already in effect

Urban village

Proposed urban 
village expansion


