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The process is unfair, because it is not being put to a vote and property owners do
not have more direct control. In addition, the public process has not been
adequate, for example: no survey of property owners in the LID area has been
undertaken; and some public process information is outdated by years;

The LID Special Benefit Study is flawed for reasons including but not limited to
its failure to: accurately describe areas within and subject to the study; baseline
data was not accurate or available; and concerns that accurate measurement of the
benefit is not possible;

The parks amenities should be funded through the Seattle Metropolitan Park
District, and not by an LID,;

The method for evaluating assessed value appears unfair, because properties that
are permitted or planned to be improved by new construction will be assessed
only by the current value of the property; and

Potential cost overruns are likely and owners would be required to pay
supplemental assessments. In addition, commenters expressed the concern that
the proposal should be based in discretionary spending in case of cost overruns,
but that the LID would instead make the proposal mandatory to complete.

Additional opposition comments were provided by individual commenters,
and included the following:

Proposed improvements at 1st and Pike and on Pike Street will cause irreversible
and unsustainable overdevelopment of the historic entrance to the Pike Place
Market and cause a significant risk to public safety.

The exclusionary criteria applied to determine the boundaries of the LID were not
applied equitably, because certain properties are excluded that are in equal
proximity to the benefits as others that are included in that area. In other cases,
properties were included that are not within adequate proximity to the
improvements as others that benefit. For example: Someone who lives more than
a mile away from Pier 62 on Battery Street stated that he doubted that any
potential buyer would perceive a “special benefit” from living a mile away from
the improvements.

The project is marketed as a $696 million project, with the LID landowners within
the LID paying $200 million. This is misleading because the LID project
improvements only cost $324 million and land owners are expected to foot $200
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million of that cost, with the City only providing $40 million. The project is
inequitable.

Alternative funding mechanisms were suggested by several speakers including but
not limited to: taxing cruise ships and other tourism-based industries (based on
the assumption that tourists will benefit from the presence of the park); City
general fund; city-wide park levy; let the property assessment increase with time
and collect a higher property tax; and approach the proposal in phases that allows
funding to come from other sources over time.

The cost of the LID proposal is too high.

LID improvements provide special benefits to business owners, but not to
residential owners.

Concerns were raised about “double taxation” as property owners would pay the
LID assessment, and would also pay any increase in property tax attributable to
increased value.

The proposal’s special benefits cannot be accurately estimated.

The following subjects were addressed in some capacity in written support
comments:

The improvements are needed, and the LID funding is supported by the
community.

The funding from the LID will yield significant social, economic, and
environmental benefits to the entire City.

The LID ensures that property owners who benefit from increased property value
contribute something for that increased value.

The amount paid by property owners in the LID is only a small portion of the total
amount for the proposal, and is a fair assessment. Other funding comes from the
City, State and private philanthropy.

LIDs have been used on other civic projects including the South Lake Union
Streetcar, the 3™ Avenue bus tunnel and the Aurora Avenue Bridge.
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The following commenters wrote in support of the proposal:

Michelle Connor for Forterra
AIA Seattle

Colleen Robertson

Beverly Martin








