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MCPP and the Seattle Public Safety Survey

• POLICE-COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AT THE MICRO-COMMUNITY LEVEL to 
engage with the community to develop priorities, and strategies.

• MCPP RESEARCH ANALYSTS in all five of the Seattle Police precincts.

• SEATTLE PUBLIC SAFETY SURVEY administered annually to measure public 
safety concerns at the micro-community level.

• COMMUNITY FOCUS GROUPS held in all micro-communities. 

• DATA COLLECTION SYSTEM establishing a framework that triangulates data on 
citizen perceptions, police /activity logs, and crime.

• Development of a PUBLIC-FACING SPD MCPP WEBSITE to offer public access 
to information on the MCPP
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What the MCPP and the Seattle 
Public Safety Survey do for Seattle

• Recognition that crime = crime  
+ community perception of 
crime

• Micro-community level data to 
guide police response based on 
both crime and community 
perception of crime.

• A way to measure city, precinct, 
and micro-community quality 
of life to holistically and 
collaboratively and dynamically 
address public safety issues 
over time.
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Seattle Public Safety Survey

• Administered October 15-November 30 2015, 2016, 2017

• Languages: Amharic, Arabic, Chinese, English, Korean, Oromo Somali,  
Spanish, Tagalog, Tigrinya, and Vietnamese

• 2015: 7286 completed responses and 3753 narrative comments
• East (n=1,006)

• North (n=2,947)

• South (n=1,171)

• Southwest (n=1,084)

• West (n=1,077)

• 2016: 8524 completed responses and 3471 narrative comments 
• East (n=1,440)

• North (n=3,609)

• South (n=820)

• Southwest (n=1433)

• West (n=1,222)

• 2017: 6454 completed responses and 2999 narrative comments
• East (n=1174)

• North (n=2803)

• South (n=606)

• Southwest (n=766)

• West (n=1105)
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The “Ideal” Micro-Community
 

Figure 8. The “Ideal Micro-Community Scale Responses (Range 0-100) 

 

 
 

 

Final 
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Seattle Public Safety Survey Results 2017- Citywide Concerns

 

Seattle – Citywide (2017 N= 6454) 

 

2017 Top Public Safety Concerns 

 

2017 Most Prominent Themes in Narrative Comments 

1- Lack of Police Capacity 1- Lack of Police Capacity 

2- Car Prowls  2- Crime -Public Order  

3- Residential Burglary 3- Homelessness is a Public Safety and Public Health Issue 

4- Property Crime 4- Crime-Property   

5- Littering/Dumping 5- Traffic Issues – Pedestrian/Bike/Transit/Parking 

 

2017 Percentage of Respondents who Selected Top Concerns 2017 Percentage of Respondents who Selected Most Prominent 

Themes 
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Seattle Public Safety Survey Results 2017- Citywide Scale Ratings
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Seattle Public Safety Survey Results 2017- Precinct Concerns 
 

Seattle – East Precinct (2017 N=1174) 

2017 Top Public Safety Concerns 2017 Most Prominent Themes in Narrative Comments 

1- Lack of Police Capacity 1- Crime-Public Order 

2- Car Prowls 2- Lack of Police Capacity 

3- Parking Issues 3- Homelessness is a Public Safety and Public Health 

Issue 

4- Littering/Dumping 4- Concerns about Selective Enforcement/Racial Bias 

5- Residential Burglary 5- More Behavioral Crisis Services Needed 

 

T 

Seattle – North Precinct (2017 N= 2803) 

2017 Top Public Safety Concerns 2017 Most Prominent Themes in Narrative Comments 

1- Lack of Police Capacity  1- Crime- Public Order  

2- Car Prowls  2- Lack of Police Capacity  

3- Residential Burglary  3- Crime- Property  

4- Property Crime- General  4- Homelessness is a Public Safety and Public Health Issue  

5- Car/RV camping  5- Traffic Issues – Pedestrian/Bike/Transit/Parking  

 

 

Seattle –South Precinct (2017 N= 606 ) 

2017 Top Public Safety Concerns 2017 Most Prominent Themes in Narrative Comments 

1- Lack of Police Capacity 1- Lack of Police Capacity 

2- Car Prowls 2- Crime – Public Order 

3- Residential Burglary 3- Traffic Issues – Pedestrian/Bike/Transit/Parking 

4- Littering/Dumping  4- Crime – Violent  

5- Property Crime - General 5- Crime - Property 

 

 

Seattle – Southwest Precinct (2017 N= 766) 

2017 Top Public Safety Concerns 2017 Most Prominent Themes in Narrative Comments 

1- Lack of Police Capacity 1- Lack of Police Capacity 

2- Car Prowls 2- Public Order 

3- Unsafe driving/speeding 3- Property Crime 

4- Residential Burglary 4- Traffic Issues – Pedestrian/Bike/Transit/Parking 

5- Auto Theft 5- Homelessness is a public safety and public health issue 

 

 

Seattle – West Precinct (2017 N= 1105) 

2017 Top Public Safety Concerns 2017 Most Prominent Themes in Narrative Comments 

1- Lack of Police Capacity  1- Lack of Police Capacity  

2- Car Prowls  2- Public Order Crime  

3- Homeless Encampments (Non-Regulated) 3- Homelessness is a Public Safety and Health issue  

4- Property Crime – General  4- Property Crime 

5- Littering/Dumping  5- More Social Services Are Needed in the City  
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EXAMPLE -- Micro-Communities with high/low Fear of Crime Ratings
 

Seattle/South – SODO   (2017 N=35) 

2017 Top Public Safety Concerns 2017 Most Prominent Themes in Narrative Comments 

1- Lack of Police Capacity 1- Crime - Public Order 

2- Car Prowls  2- SPD Doing Best They Can w/ Limited Resources 

3- Homeless Encampments  3- Better City Coordination of Services Needed to 

Increase Public Safety 

4- Littering/Dumping 4- Homelessness is a Public Safety and Public Health Issue 

5- Car/RV Dumping  5- More CPTED/Situational/Environmental/Crime 

Prevention Strategies and Resident Training  

 

Seattle/West – South Lake Union/Cascade (2017 N= 55)  

2017 Top Public Safety Concerns 2017 Most Prominent Themes in Narrative Comments 

1- Lack of Police Capacity  1- Homelessness is a Public Safety and Public Health Issue  

2- Parking Issues  2- Public Order Crime  

3- Car Prowls  3- Traffic Issues – Pedestrian/Bike/Transit/Parking 

4- Aggressive Panhandling  4- Lack of Police Capacity  

5- Lack of Resources for Individuals with Mental Illness  5- Concerns about Police Use of Force  
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This is an example of how officers can use the MCPP Dashboard to review the Public Safety Survey top concerns 
for a neighborhood and then identify the strategies they can choose to use to address the concern.
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This is a view of the public dashboard that allows community members to review the top concerns of their 
neighborhood and then see how often officers are using specific strategies to address those concerns. 


