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City of Seattle Datum Point
City Council

Civil Rights, Utilities, Economic Development & 
Arts Committee 

1/25/2019



Date (xx/xx/xxxx) Department Name Page NumberSeattle Public Utilities

Why are datums important?
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Background

• Original vertical datum 
established in 1877 as 8.835 feet 
below the top of the granite step 
of the Dexter Horton Bank 
(Ordinance 138)
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• In 1883, the City amended the 
datum to 9.6 feet below the top of 
the granite step (Ordinance 383)
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Background

• After the Great fire 
of 1889, it was 
moved to 18.79 feet 
below the lowest 
step of the Pioneer 
Building (Ordinance 
1836 in 1891) known 
as the City of Seattle 
Datum
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Background
• In 2003, City adopts 

National Geodetic Survey 
(NGS) Datums, NAVD88 
and NAD83/(1991), as the 
reference datum for City of 
Seattle (Ordinance 121291)

• Current NGS horizontal 
datum NAD83(2011)

• NGS will update both 
horizontal and vertical 
datums in 2022
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The purpose of this legislation is to:

• Ensure the City is always at the most current NGS datum

• Eliminate the need for further amendments to SMC

• Maintain compliance with State requirements
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Questions
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