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Seattle Parks and Recreation/
Seattle Academy Agreement

South Park Campus Playfield Project

City Council Civic Development, Public Assets and Native Communities Committee
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This legislation authorizes 
Seattle Parks and 
Recreation (SPR) to enter 
into an agreement with 
Seattle Academy so it can 
begin raising $4 million in 
funding for the South 
Park Campus Playfield 
Project.

The playfield is the 
anchor element of the 
South Park Community 
Center site 
redevelopment project.
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Maintaining, increasing, and 
improving parks and open 
space has been a longstanding 
priority for the South Park and 
Georgetown communities. 
With the support of the 
Seattle Parks Foundation, 
community members have 
developed partnerships with 
SPR and other entities, with 
many projects under way.

Meeting Community Needs
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Meeting Community Needs
The field project aligns with citywide planning efforts being coordinated to meet community-
identified needs and priorities in South Park. Current efforts include:

Improvements to Existing Assets
• South Park Community Center –The stabilization project is in design. Improvements will be 

coordinated with construction of the SPCC site plan. 
• Duwamish Waterway Park – We are at 90% design; permitting efforts are under way. The 

scope includes a new play area, picnic areas, benches and paths. Purchase of a portion of the 
property from King County is in progress.

Access to Open Space and Recreation
• South Park Community Center site redevelopment.
• South Park Plaza landbanked site (a few blocks away) – we are currently activating the site 

and working with a consultant to develop a public plaza. Estimated completion: 2021.
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SPR/Seattle Academy Partnership

• SPR and Seattle Academy have been working together for more than a year on a plan to provide 
funding for a synthetic turf field with cork infill and lights for South Park Community Center campus.

• Seattle Academy will donate $4 million for the athletic field and lights.

• The partnership establishes recreation space for residents while allocating priority time during the 
fall/spring sports season for Seattle Academy students (7.5% of the 5,100+ hours available). 

• SPR has committed to leaving the new field out of field scheduling system for up to 5 years to 
provide drop-in use hours and enable the community to work with partners to develop more 
outdoor recreational opportunities for local youth. 

• Seattle Academy has committed to provide at least 25 hours annually of programming in the South 
Park community. 

• Partnership with Seattle Academy is critical for SPR to complete site improvements. 
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Agreement Alignment with Existing Policies and Plans

• Consistent with existing SPR policies that allow scheduling priorities specific to a 
particular site in return for major facility improvements or other public benefits.

• Identified in 2017 Parks & Open Space Plan for site improvements. “As Seattle grows 
it is imperative that SPR look at innovative ways to increase recreational capacity.”    

• Aligns with the Duwamish Valley Action Plan to ensure inclusive engagement, engage 
in partnerships with Seattle Parks Foundation, the community, and other partners to 
leverage opportunities and funding.

• Supports several of the community-identified priorities that were expressed during 
recent planning efforts in South Park as part of the City’s Outside Citywide Initiative, 
including: need for more and improved play areas, improvements and maintenance 
for existing parks and open spaces, and increased access to partnerships and grants.
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Project Funding: South Park Site Redevelopment

State and County 
Grants

Seattle Academy 
Contribution

Park District & REET

Seattle Park District Major 
Challenge Fund Grant

Misc. Donations
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Community Engagement 

Design informed by community involvement
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Community Engagement 
SPR engaged with South Park residents 
using a targeted approach to ensure 
access to historically underrepresented 
community members. 
• Outreach was done at the Community 

Center Late Night Teen Program, 
Summer Day Camp, playground, 
wading pool, evening family events, 
and special events throughout the 
neighborhood. 

• We reached over 500 residents and 
received feedback on the site design. 
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New Site Design
SPR is currently working with the 
community on refining the site plan 
design, developed in Spring 2018, to:

• Install and relocate a play area
• Install a spray park
• Mitigate health impacts through 

landscaping
• Create a full-size multi-sport 

synthetic turf field with a circular 
walking trail, an outdoor fitness zone, 
LED lighting, ADA accessibility and a 
renovated parking lot. 
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Current Site Layout

Wading 
Pool & Play 
Area 
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New Site Design
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Relocating 
and building 
a new 
playground
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What we have heard from the community

“We are so excited. It can’t happen soon 
enough!”

“A field we can use year round and in 
the evening will provide greater 
opportunities for the community to 
recreate.”

“Walking, soccer, frisbee, dancing, 
running, playing catch and hanging 
out with friends are some of the 
ways we would use the new field.”

“Having the time and assistance to 
get local programs up and running 
for the neighborhood is fantastic!”
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Community Input
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Community Input
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A gathering 
space in a 

neighborhood 
with strong 
community 

ties
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Questions?


