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Where do hate crimes occur?
Hate crimes are not randomly distributed, but cluster around 
neighborhood social and cultural dynamics.  
1. Hate crimes are situated within the context of exploitation, 

marginalization, and cultural imperialism (Perry 2002).  
2. In areas with high concentrations of targeted groups (Green et al. 

2001).  
3. In areas with high pedestrian traffic and residential turnover (Kirk & 

Laub 2010; Lees et al. 2007). 
4. In areas with liberal views and support for LGBTQ and racial civil 

rights (Alden & Parker 2005).  
5. Where a dominate group’s hegemony seems threatened by 

“others” (Ousey & Mathews 2008). 
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1. Hate crimes are most frequently directed 
towards a victim’s race or ethnicity (54%) 
and sexual orientation (32%)

 3

http://timothyathomas.com


Seattle Hate Crime Report (6/11/2019) — Tim Thomas - timothyathomas.com 
http://www.seattle.gov/Documents/Departments/CityAuditor/auditreports/2017-09%20Hate%20Crimes%20Ph2_Final.pdf  4

0

50

100

150

200

G
I: Fem

ale
G

I: G
ender

G
I: M

ale
G

I: Sexual Identity
G

I: Transgender
O

th: D
isability

O
th: H

om
eless

O
th: N

o Bias
O

th: O
ther

O
th: Political

O
th: U

nknow
n

R
E: Arab

R
E: Asian

R
E: Black

R
E: Black/Fem

ale
R

E: Black/Jew
ish

R
E: Ethnicity

R
E: Latinx

R
E: M

ulti R
acial

R
E: N

ative Am
erican

R
E: O

ther R
ace

R
E: Som

ali
R

E: W
hite

R
el: C

atholic
R

el: C
hristian

R
el: Islam

ic
R

el: Jew
ish

R
el: R

eligious
R

el: Sikh
SO

: Bisexual
SO

: H
eterosexual

SO
: H

om
osexual

SO
: LG

B
SO

: LG
B/Black

SO
: LG

B/H
om

eless
SO

: LG
B/Jew

ish
SO

: LG
B/Jew

ish/Black
SO

: LG
B/Latinx

SO
: LG

B/W
hite

Disaggregated Categories

C
ou

nt

Hate Crime
Sub−Categories

Gender Identity

Other
Race &
Ethnicity
Religion
Sexual
Orientation

Bias Incident Counts by Disaggregated Categories: 2012 − 2016
Black

White

LBG

Jewish

Transgender Native 
American

LatinxAsian

Arab
Ethn. Islamic Homosexual

Homeless
Data: Seattle Police  
Department

808 total hate crimes  
from 2012 to 2016

http://timothyathomas.com


2. Hate crimes occur more often in 
neighborhoods that are either racially diverse, 
slightly below the Seattle median income, or 
high proportion of renters.
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3. The largest clusters of hate crimes occur in 
Downtown and Capitol Hill. Smaller Clusters 
occur the U-District and Ballard—all spaces 
known for high commuter and visitor traffic.
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4. In less dense neighborhoods, where more 
White residents live, hate crimes occur along 
the borders of mostly White and racially 
diverse neighborhoods.
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5. Over half of all hate crimes (53%) occur in 
mixed general use (commercial and 
residentially zoned areas) and multi-family 
residential zones.
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6. Like hate crimes, hate graffiti is reported 
along busy thoroughfares and in highly 
racially diverse block-groups. Unlike hate 
crimes, hate graffiti is also reported in block-
groups that are mostly White and White-Asian.
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