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SUMMARY and FISCAL NOTE* 

Department: Dept. Contact/Phone: CBO Contact/Phone: 

Mayor’s Office Elliot Helmbrecht / 379-1286 Saroja Reddy / 206-615-1232 

* Note that the Summary and Fiscal Note describes the version of the bill or resolution as introduced; final legislation including 

amendments may not be fully described. 

1. BILL SUMMARY 

 

Legislation Title: AN ORDINANCE relating to City streets; changing the name of the 

designated Festival Street portion of East Denny Way between Broadway East and 10th Avenue 

East to East Barbara Bailey Way; and superseding the relevant portions of Ordinance 4044, 

Ordinance 89910, Ordinance 102981, and any other ordinance to the extent inconsistent. 

 

Summary and background of the Legislation: Born and raised here, Barbara Bailey loved 

Seattle and poured herself into making it better. Barbara built community, forged connections 

and reveled in the accomplishments of others. Barbara’s commitment to action made her an early 

pioneer for LGBTQ+ rights. Her bookstores (B. Bailey Books and Bailey/Coy Books) were 

nationally beloved independent book stores, and they regularly brought communities together, 

and hosted renowned authors. They were also safe and welcoming spaces for the LGBTQ+ 

community, particularly for those just coming out and during the height of anti-LGBTQ+ 

actions. With Barbara’s passing in 2018, the City of Seattle will rename this section of street on 

Capitol Hill to honor her importance to the community, her lifetime of achievements and her 

legacy that lives on.   

 

History 

 

Plat:  

Nagle’s Second Addition 

The street segment was named as “Hawthorne Street” by the original platting action. 

 

 

Existing Ordinances: 

1895 Ordinance 4044 

An ordinance changing the names of certain streets and avenues in the City of Seattle…Section 

2. That the names of Depot Street, Hawthorne Street and Decatur Street from Elliott Bay to Lake 

Washington, be and the same are hereby changed to Denny Way. 

 

1899 Ordinance 5440 

An ordinance relating to and providing for the improvement of Denny Way in the City 

of Seattle from Broadway to east end of said East Denny Way between 20th and 21st 

Avenues, by grading, side walking and parking the same, and providing for the 

payment therefor in installments and establishing a fund for such payment by the 

levying and collection of special assessments upon the property benefited by the 

improvement, and providing for the issuance of bonds as authorized by an act of the 

Legislature of the State of Washington, entitled: "An act relating to the internal 
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improvements in cities, authorizing the issuance and collection of bonds upon 

property benefited by local improvements and declaring an emergency, approved 

March 9, 1893, and under the provisions of Ordinance No. 3349, approved May 7, 

1894, as amended by Ordinance No. 3340, approved July 11, 1894, and Ordinance 

No. 4492, approved March 5, 1897, and the city charter as now in force. 

 

1961 Ordinance 89910 

An ordinance establishing a standard system of street name designations for all City streets; 

changing or confirming the names of certain designated streets; and repealing all previous 

ordinances in conflict herewith. 

 

Festival Street Designation:  

 

2017 Memorandum 

Approved by the Director of the Seattle Department of Transportation as a designated Festival 

Street.  

 

 

2. CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 

Does this legislation create, fund, or amend a CIP Project?  ___ Yes __X_ No  

 

3. SUMMARY OF FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

 

Does this legislation amend the Adopted Budget?  ___ Yes __X_ No 

 

Does the legislation have other financial impacts to the City of Seattle that are not 

reflected in the above, including direct or indirect, short-term or long-term costs? 
No. 

 

Is there financial cost or other impacts of not implementing the legislation? 

No. 

 

4. OTHER IMPLICATIONS 

a. Does this legislation affect any departments besides the originating department? 

Yes, this legislation impacts SFD and SPD and their navigation for emergency services. This 

change will require additional notification for first responders and call takers and will need to 

be included in updates to navigational systems. ITD, SFD, and SPD have provided written 

concurrence with this street name change as presented in the ordinance.  
 

 

b. Is a public hearing required for this legislation? 

No, a public hearing is not required.  
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c. Does this legislation require landlords or sellers of real property to provide information 

regarding the property to a buyer or tenant? 

No, this legislation does not require landlords or sellers of real property to provide 

information regarding the property to a buyer or tenant.  
 

d. Is publication of notice with The Daily Journal of Commerce and/or The Seattle Times 

required for this legislation? 

No, publication of notice is not required.  

 

e. Does this legislation affect a piece of property? 

   

935 E Denny Way 

 

 This address is used by Seattle Police Department for the Denny Way entrance to the 

Sound Transit Capitol Hill Station. Sound Transit was contacted to communicate this 

proposed street name change and the impacts to the station address.  

 This address is used by Seattle Department of Construction and Inspections for the MUP 

3009794 and Construction 6200717 for the light rail south entry.  

 

 

f. Please describe any perceived implication for the principles of the Race and Social 

Justice Initiative. Does this legislation impact vulnerable or historically disadvantaged 

communities?  What is the Language Access plan for any communications to the 

public? 

This legislation is not anticipated to disproportionately impact vulnerable or historically 

disadvantaged communities.   
 

 

g. If this legislation includes a new initiative or a major programmatic expansion: What 

are the specific long-term and measurable goal(s) of the program? How will this 

legislation help achieve the program’s desired goal(s). 

No, this is not a new initiative nor programmatic expansion. 

 

List attachments/exhibits below: 

 

Summary Attachment A – East Denny Way 

Summary Attachment B – Festival Street Designation of E Denny Way 


