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Our Amazing State
70+ Members:
42 state-contracted sheltering programs
1/3 Culturally Specific or Tribal
Rural majority





What is WSCADV?

Leading 
Voice to end 

DV in WA

70+ Member 
Programs

Mission

Mobilize our members & 
allies  to end DV through 

advocacy & action for 
social change

Visionary Work
Engaging the 

Public
Supporting Our 

Members



Engaging the Public



Supporting Our Members



Visionary Leadership



What will reduce violence & repair harm?

Race Equity

Expanding the menu with 
trauma-informed 

intervention
Immigrant Justice

Living Wages & Employment Rights
Community Accountability & Violence Prevention

Safe Affordable Housing



Coalition

• Abused Deaf Women's Advocacy Services
• API Chaya
• Asian Counseling and Referral Service
• Atlantic Street Center
• Broadview Housing Program
• Consejo Counseling and Referral Service
• Dove Project
• Eastside Legal Assistance Program
• Gender Justice League
• Harborview Center for Sexual Assault & Traumatic 

Stress
• Jewish Family Service Project DVORA
• King County Sexual Assault Resource Center
• LifeWire
• Mother Nation
• Multi-Communities
• New Beginnings

• NW Immigrant Rights Project
• NW Justice Project
• NW Network of Bisexual, Trans, Lesbian & Gay 

Survivors of Abuse
• Organization for Prostitution Survivors
• Powerful Voices
• Refugee Women's Alliance
• Salvation Army DV Programs 
• SeaTac DV Prevention Program
• Seattle Counseling Service
• Seattle Indian Health Board
• Sexual Violence Legal Services (YWCA)
• Somali Family Safety Task Force
• Strategic Living
• Victim Support Team SPD
• YWCA DV Program 



Unmet Needs: Lack of Capacity; Economic & 
Political Context

• Increased capacity – flexible survivor-driven advocacy.

• Range of emergency and longer term sustainable housing options.

• Legal advocacy & representation for survivors, especially in family 
law and immigration cases.

• Employment opportunities and training.

• Services for children and youth. 

• Culturally specific/responsive services.

• Prevention/community engagement.



Local Policy Options

• Economic protections/anti-discrimination policies

• Health, housing and human services policies

• Affordable housing/homelessness

• Anti-harassment/workplace policies

• Police accountability

• Immigrant rights

• “DV Competency” 

• Awareness/visibility



2020 Funding Priority: Central Regional DV Helpline 

• A helpline call is the entry point for many survivors to other services.  

• Responsive, culturally competent, trauma-informed helpline service is 
key for service access.

• For many survivors, a helpline is the only DV service they can access. 

• Dedicated staff, 24-hour access to interpretation & connection to 
multi-lingual advocates; phone and digital chat services. 

• Resource for 1st responders, service providers, friends and family

• $350,000 of annual $1.2 million needed to implement



What’s the difference?

• “…. the person who answered the DV helpline saved my life. 
She helped me to name the abuse. She gave me safety 
planning ideas and helped me come up with the right 
concrete steps to take…..She helped me understand that 
domestic violence can happen to anyone.”

• “When you call to ask for help and you can’t reach anyone, it 
feels like there is no one out there to help.  You feel stuck and 
frustrated.  And you end up staying with your abuser. 
Sometimes you feel suicidal because there is nowhere to go.” 



Seattle’s first organization focused on ending domestic 
violence

New Beginnings empowers survivors and mobilizes community 
awareness and action to end domestic violence

24-HOUR HELPLINE • INDIVIDUAL SUPPORT AND ADVOCACY • SUPPORT 
GROUPS • LEGAL ADVOCACY • HOUSING STABILITY SERVICES INCLUDING 

PREVENTION, BRIDGE HOUSING AND RAPID RE -HOUSING • THERAPY • 
CHILDREN’S SERVICES • TEEN ADVOCACY • LEGAL AND TECC CLINICS • 

PUBLIC EDUCATION • PROFESSIONAL TRAINING • PREVENTION EDUCATION 



Service Gaps…

Legal support and representation

Subsidized housing 

Mental health and substance abuse services

Broad and targeted outreach 

Comprehensive, holistic prevention



Moving the dial…

OUR WORK HAS ONLY JUST BEGUN!

Multi-sector collaboration:

 Prevent and address family trauma
 Elimination of harmful gender roles
Healthy relationships education
 Community intervention capacity
 Early intervention – children + teens
 Jobs and living wages
 Racial and gender equity



SEATTLE POLICE DEPARTMENT’S
VICTIM SUPPORT TEAM

The mission of the Victim 
Support Team (VST) is to 
create a rewarding and 
sustainable partnership 
between community 
volunteers and police, to 
address and prevent 
domestic violence.

The Victim Support Team is 
committed to providing 
comprehensive, culturally 
relevant, and supportive 
services to survivors 
of domestic violence and 
their children.



45% of Domestic Violence 
homicides occur within 
90 days of separation, 
most within the first few days

Leaving is the 
most dangerous time
-Ontario Domestic Assault Risk 

Assessment



Responding to Multiple Forms 
of Gender Based Violence

Intimate Partner Violence

Stalking

Tech Enabled Coercive Control

Sexual Assault

Abuse of Children

Adolescent to Parent Abuse

Abuse of Vulnerable Adult



Ongoing operational budget for VST

Additional Staff for VST

Emergency DV Housing

Modernization of communication tools

Standardized TECC training and best practices

Centralized DV Hotline

Inconsistent, private sponsored 
funding, with no predictability

Strained services, unmet 
program needs and CJS 
improvements

Increasingly difficult to 
access emergency housing

Questions go unanswered, 
system is still difficult to 
navigate

Inconsistent response to TECC

Confusing and 
burdensome referral process for 
DV Hotlines

Systems Gaps Recommendations


