


13( 9

50

9019

SEATTLE AT 150

STORIES OF THE CITY THROUGH 150 QBJECTS ERQOM
THE SEATTLE MUNICIPAL ARCHIVES

By Jennifer Ott and the HistoryLink Staff

DERATEY

WARNING isiass s Saim o =y %
. X =
-Xh-' E?. e | SEATILE MumiCIPAL <
m- STREET RAILWAY > ¥ ( g
HOCN T F //'r//// v

1 3 4 OWL MINUTES

|00 [ 10
5 7|8 2030
9 1112 [ A M. [40[50

@ Seallle
WENT T0 WAR
)

FINAL REPORT







13( 9

50

9019

SEATTLE AT 150

STORIES OF THE CITY THROUGH 150 QBJECTS ERQOM
THE SEATTLE MUNICIPAL ARCHIVES

By Jennifer Ott and the HistoryLink Staff

DERATEY

WARNING isiass s Saim o =y %
. X =
-Xh-' E?. e | SEATILE MumiCIPAL <
m- STREET RAILWAY > ¥ ( g
HOCN T F //'r//// v

1 3 4 OWL MINUTES

|00 [ 10
5 7|8 2030
9 1112 [ A M. [40[50

@ Seallle
WENT T0 WAR
)

FINAL REPORT




Support was received from:

Department of Neighborhoods

Department of Parks and

Recreation

Office of Arts & Culture
Seattle City Light
Seattle Department of

Seatt
Seatt
Seatt
Seatt

Transportation

e Fire Department

e Police Department
e Public Library

e Public Utilities

Fremont entrance to Woodland Park, 1891
Item 30710




City work, neighborhoods, challenges and achievements

Cedar River Pipeline
No 1
October 3, 1899

ANNEXATION

Is the most Important question confronting the people of Rainfer Valley. The time has arrived for this question to be decided,
within sixty days,

The several Improvement Clubs organized by the people of Rainfer Valley, whose only object and purpose of existence i the.
well-being of the people as a community and their interests as property owners, have appointed & large, representative committee of
their fellowmen to devise a plan of annexation that would be to the best interests of all the people.

This committee has issued this circular to call the attention of those people who do not know of the many advantages and very
important reasons why we, over six thousand people, should annex (o the City of Seattle, and we invite them to attend the annexation
meetings which will be heid for their benefit.

The best speakers that can be secured will be furnished, to tell the truth, and the whole truth, about this whole question of
annexation.

We have been told, second hand, that some few people are opposed to annexation.

The law aires sixly names of property owners and voters on a petition in order to call an elcetion, In King County. This
commitiee in one evening secured over 300 signers, and of all asked to sign only nine refused, because they dldn't know anything
about 1t.

‘his committee as a representative body appointed by the thousands of people bebind this movement, has undertaken this work
with a determination to be falr and just to all. They want to show up both sides of the question and therefore invite all (o attend
these meetings and the committee Insisis that those not in favor of annexation should be present and state the reasons why they
do mot favor annexation. If any man has any knowledge of disadvatnages that would result to this community, it is his duty to come
before the people and siate the facts in these public meetings. There are a few people that always are on the minority side
of every question. if you be one of these, don't skulk around among your neighbors and try to convince them that annexation is not
a good thing, by telling some story you have heard about some one’s experience, Be fairminded; go, investigate; get the facts, and
you will agree with the majority. "If you are not acquainted with this subject, don't fall to attend these meetings. “The committee
has two reasons for urging the few opposed to annexation to attend: First, it is positively to the interest of all; second, it will
show the City of Seattle, and more particularly the Council of Seattle, how we all hang together.

A Few of the More Important Advan-
tages of Being a Part of Seattle

Rainier Valley Petition
for Annexation, 1906



Mayor Humes writes in
support of reenacting the
federal law barring Chinese

Immigration. October 1901.
® i Sy

THE CITY OF SEATTLE

EXRCUTIVE DEPARTMENT

T. 3. HUMES, Mavor
Searrie. Wasmizaron, Oct. 28, 1901.

To the Honorable City Council
of the City of Seattle.
Gentlemen:~--

I enclose for your consideration the communication re-
ceived by me, addressed to the Mayor and Council of the City of
Seattle, from a special committee of the Board of Supervisors of
the City and County of San PFrancisco, asking that this city take
action toward memorializing Congress in favor of the reenactment of
the so-called Geary Exclusion Law, which expires by limitation in
May, 1902.

It is my opinion that the re-enactment of this law would
prove of great benefit to the people of this city and state, and V7 .
that the same is desired by the people generally. Any action that "'thls IaW

you may take, therefore, apprising Congress of the will and desire WOUId prove

of the people of this State in reference thereto will meet my most

— e of great
ﬁ? ... benefitto
the people
of this city

and state...”

Congress of Racial Equality sponsors
demonstration at realtor office of Picture
Floor Plans, May 10, 1964.

Seattle did not pass a law prohibiting
discrimination in housing until 1968. I

e
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SEATTLE AT 150
CHAPTER 7: ACTIVISM AND ENGAGEMENT (1963-1990)

‘/7-,{:;’:-" 97. BOUNDARY DAM MACHINE HALL PHOTO (1963)

The 340-foot-tall, concrete double-curvature-arched Boundary Dam is located north of
Metaline Falls on the Pend Oreille River in the northeast corner of the state. Prior to the
1900s, the area was covered with forests, but once the burgeoning timber industry
attracted railroads, it boomed. The first attempt to produce hydroelectricity on the Pend
Oreille River in the Z Canyon area in 1914 failed and was followed by repeated
unsuccessful attempts due to lack of funding and regulations. The City of Seattle
applied for a permit to build the Boundary Dam in 1933, which led to protests from the

> Pend Oreille County Public Utilities District and local lead and zinc mining interests.

City Light finally received its license in 1961 and began clearing. burning. and blasting
the site in 1963. The machine hall, seen under construction in this 1965 image, was
excavated 15 stories below ground to house the turbine generators. Named the
Boundary project because of its proximity to the international border, the dam began
operation in 1967 and supplied more than one-third of City Light’s power. As shown in
the 1967 City Light Power System map on the next slide, the dam is part of a large
network of overhead and underground infrastructure that supports the city’s electrical

power needs.

As the century progressed, Seattle’s abundant resources and natural amenities began to
deteriorate as urban density increased and demand soared. City agencies and leadership
responded with cleanup programs focused on water quality and efforts to reduce energy
use. Those initiatives grew in the 1980s and 1990s, adding ambitious efforts to reduce
water use and increase recycling rates. Seattle became a leader in city-led conservation
programs. At the same time, as civil rights movements raised awareness, demands grew

for better representation of diverse communities.

INTRODUCTION
CHAPTER 1: FOUNDATIONS 1869-1896



N© 55
TRAFFIC LIGHT AT FOURTH AND JACKSON
— 1924 —

The first automobile drove through Seattle in the
summer of 1900, but it was nearly another quarter
century before the first automatic traffic signal was
installed. The signal was added in 1924 on a trial basis
at what is now Fourth Avenue South and South Jackson
Street, one of Seattle’s busiest intersections, to try to
prevent rush-hour gridlock and traffic accidents. During
a 15-hour survey, 24,000 vehicles passed through the
intersection. Prior to the signal, congested traffic that
began around 4:30 “was never cleared up until 6:15
or after.”

The signal had bells and intervals between 25 and

35 seconds that included the words “stop,” “go,” and
“traffic change™ to help drivers understand what are
now the three standard signal colors. After installation,
the gridlock usually cleared by 5:45. Police, who
previously had to stay at intersections to manually give
the “stop” and “go” signals, found another reason to
like the automatic signals: They could now follow and
“arrest or warn any violators” without traffic “run|ning|
wild.” The city purchased the signal for $685 (roughly
$10,000 in 2019 dollars). Today, the city has hundreds
of traffic signals, and in 2017 also issued 38,432 tickets
initiated by automated red-light cameras

TRAFFIC B
ENGINEERING =
DIVISION
DEPARTMENT
GTREETS AND
GEWERS

MASTER
TRAFFIC
CONTROLLER.

RECEIVER
TRAFFIC
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CITY LIGHT HOME ECONOMIST

N° 117

KILL-A-WATT BROCHURE
1973

For decades, City Light was in the promotional
business. “Modern Seattle lives better electrically!”
announced an early 1960s billboard showing a
h()”ﬁ('\\'i[.(’ \"i[ll L‘lL‘(:t)'i(' dl)l)li;illk'(’s. 1‘\“(‘ lt \\'()I‘k(t(]:
there was a tenfold increase in electricity use between
1937 and 1962, while rates continued to drop.
Then, in the early 1970s, concerns grew that City
Light’s existing power supply and the Bonneville
Power Administration would not provide sufficient

power for residential and commercial users if usage

rates continued to grow as expected. The City of

Seattle joined the Washington Public Power Supply
System (WPPSS) and participated in nuclear plants
1, 2, and 3. WPPSS was a municipal corporation
established in 1957 to pool public utilities’ resources
to develop new power generation facilities. City
Light Superintendent Gordon Vickery represented

Seattle on the WPPSS governing board, and he

grew concerned about construction delays and cost

overruns. A Citizens’ Overview Committee was

formed and its report, “Energy 1990,” published
in 1976, encouraged the city council to withdraw
from WPPSS (which it did later that year) and use
conservation efforts to help ensure that the city could
meet future electricity demand.

The Kill-a-Watt campaign, the first City Light
conservation program, started in 1973 as a “way
to reduce without giving up the things you like,”

>cording to a newspaper ad. Seattleites got on board

a
with conservation, and the Kill-a-Watt program led to
a drop of 7 percent in consumption in 1974. Today,
City Light partners with the Seattle Public Library to
lend Kill-a-Watt power meters to library users so they
can measure the power use of electrical appliances in

their homes.

ACTIVISM AND ENGAGEMENT
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