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September 10, 2019 
 

M E M O R A N D U M 
 
To:  Finance and Neighborhoods Committee  

From:  Ketil Freeman, Analyst    

Subject:   213 South Main Street, Old Cannery Building – Determination of Blight 
(Resolution 31906) and Authorization to Acquire (Council Bill 119645) 

On September 11, 2019, the Finance and Neighborhoods Committee will discuss Resolution 
31906 and Council Bill (CB) 119645. Both pieces of legislation are related to a potential 
condemnation of a property located at 213 South Main Street in the Pioneer Square 
Neighborhood. The property is commonly known as the Old Cannery Building. The City would 
potentially acquire the property through condemnation authority provided through RCW 
Chapter 35.80A, which allows local governments to condemn and transfer properties that meet 
a statutory test for a “blight on the surrounding neighborhood.” 
 
This memorandum describes: (1) the property and its condition; (2) the findings and 
declarations in Resolution 31906; and (3) the authorization to acquire the property provided by 
CB 119645.  
 
213 South Main Street – The Old Cannery Building 

The Old Cannery Building is located at 213 South Main Street in the Pioneer Square 
neighborhood. The approximately 5,790 square foot site is zoned Pioneer Square Mixed 100 / 
100-120. The site is developed with a single-story building that has not been occupied since 
1989. Silme Domingo and Gene Viernes of Cannery Workers ILWU Local 37 were murdered in 
the building on June 1, 1981.  
 
The Old Cannery Building is in a deteriorated condition and cannot be safely occupied. The site 
has been the subject of relatively recent permit activity. In 2017, the Seattle Department of 
Construction and Inspections issued a Master Use Permit decision for seven story, 54-unit 
mixed use building for the site.1 However, that project has not proceeded to construction.  The 
site is owned by Ron and Edel Amundson.  
 
Resolution 31906 – Acquisition Necessary to Address Neighborhood Blight 

The Office of Intergovernmental Relations (OIR) coordinated review of the site to determine 
whether it meets statutory factors for condemnation for blight. Specifically, RCW 35.80A.010 
allows for condemnation for blight when the conditions of a property meet two of the following 
three factors: 
 

                                                           
1 Master Use Permit Application Number 3018428. 

http://seattle.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=4129524&GUID=FEDEF0F4-020C-40FC-88C5-23A81D95DDEE&Options=ID|Text|&Search=31906
http://seattle.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=4129524&GUID=FEDEF0F4-020C-40FC-88C5-23A81D95DDEE&Options=ID|Text|&Search=31906
http://seattle.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=4129525&GUID=FD5BC78E-0139-489E-B43F-D6BD20F65F7E&Options=ID|Text|&Search=31906
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=35.80A
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=35.80A
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(1) If a dwelling, building, or structure exists on the property, the dwelling, building, or structure 
has not been lawfully occupied for a period of one year or more; (2) the property, dwelling, 
building, or structure constitutes a threat to the public health, safety, or welfare as determined 
by the executive authority of the county, city, or town, or the designee of the executive 
authority; or (3) the property, dwelling, building, or structure is or has been associated with 
illegal drug activity during the previous twelve months. 

 
OIR’s findings and recommendations are contained in the June 2019 report Old Cannery 
Building: Determination of Blight Report Under Chapter 35.80A RCW (Attachment 1). That 
report concludes that the conditions of the Old Cannery Building meet at least two criteria for a 
determination of blight: (1) the property has not been occupied for more than a year and (2) 
due to its deteriorated condition, the site is a threat to the public health, safety, or welfare of 
police and firefighters who may need to enter the building. Additionally, Chief of Police Best in 
a letter to OIR contained in the report notes that the building is “associated with a 
concentrated area of criminal activity.” 
 
A resolution declaring that acquisition of the property is necessary to eliminate the blight is a 
statutory pre-condition to proceeding with condemnation. Resolution 31906 makes findings 
and declarations consistent with those in OIR’s report and declares that acquisition of the 
property is necessary to eliminate the blight. 
 
CB 119645 

CB 119645 authorizes the Director of the Department of Finance and Administrative Services to 
negotiate the purchase of the property and authorizes the Seattle City Attorney to begin 
condemnation proceedings to acquire the property. Acquisition would need to be for the fair 
market value of the property. The Council may consider adding specific appropriation authority 
or supplementing existing appropriation authority to acquire the property as part of 
consideration of the Mayor’s proposed 2020 budget.  
 
Next Steps 

Full Council action on the potential condemnation cannot proceed until the City has met 
procedural requirements for notifying the owner and the public. Councilmember Bagshaw’s 
office has been in regular contact with the owner. If Council passes CB 119645, the City would 
not proceed with acquisition if the owner is diligently pursuing redevelopment of the property 
to address blighted conditions. 
 
Attachments: 

1. Old Cannery Building: Determination of Blight Report Under Chapter 35.80A RCW, June 
2019. 

 
cc:  Kirstan Arestad, Exec Director 
 Aly Pennucci, Supervising Analyst 


































