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Seattle Center creates exceptional events, experiences and environments
that delight and inspire the human spirit to build stronger communities. 
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Seattle Center at a Glance
Top arts & entertainment, tourism and family 
attractions destination for the region.

12 million annual visits.

12,000+ events on the grounds.

Visitors and business spending created:
• $1.864 billion in business activity
• $631 million in labor income in King County
• 18,621 jobs

7,446 people directly employed on the grounds.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
·      Seattle Center is the region’s top visitor destination with over 12 million visitors each year.·      From the seed of about $15 million dollars in annual City funds (operating and capital), over $1.8 billion dollars is generated in economic impact annually, including over 18,000 jobs, over $630 million in wages, and over $90 million dollars in tax revenue.·      The unspoken success of Seattle Center is that it leverages a small public investment into a huge community, cultural, and economic impact every year.·      Seattle Center is a place sustained through public and private partnerships and investments that have created outstanding performing arts venues and programming, family destinations and public spaces and facilities.



74-acre campus, with 40+ acres of active, open space

4

Presenter
Presentation Notes
·      The eclectic mix of attractions, activities and spaces brings individuals with different interests and backgrounds together to share their collective humanity and redefine what community in Seattle really means.



Welcoming Place for Community Gatherings
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Place for Solace, Service & Celebration 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
·      The impact of Seattle Center is defined by millions of individual experiences, each guest living in the essence of this place from their own unique perspective.  From 9-11 to yesterday where the community game together to celebrate the Sounders MLS Cup Championship



Regional hub for performing, electronic and visual arts 

7

Presenter
Presentation Notes
·      Seattle Center relishes in its complex identity as a public agency, commercial enterprise, landlord, producer, community partner and promoter.  



Nearly 100 Years of Public-Private Development
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
·      Seattle Center was born as the Century 21 World’s Fair but luckily within its gates there was a Trojan Horse with a cultural hub and civic center inside.



Reimagined / Renewed Spaces                
on the grounds

Seattle Opera Center, 2018, created 100,000 
square feet of inviting work, performance and 
community space.

$100 million Space Needle redo in 2018 connects 
interior spaces and adds glass walls and floors.

Arena upgrades will lift the entire grounds with new 
signage, green space and amenities.

Skate Park becomes Skate Plaza in 2020 to help 
revitalize Thomas Street.

Seattle Center Armory improvements are in the 
works in anticipation of New Arena opening.
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Current Highlights
Launched new seattlecenter.com, July 2019.

Completed Amendment to Seattle Center Monorail 
Agreement that implemented ORCA, October 2019.

Upgraded Mural Amphitheatre stage & sound in 2019 
to enhance current and enable creation of new events.

Seattle/King County Clinic returns to Seattle Center for 
6th year, Feb. 13-16.

Netted $2M in sponsorships over 3 years ending in 
2019 to support programming and patron experience.

Exceeded 2019 projections by $300,000 in event 
sales, earning $130,000 more than in 2018. 

10



Arena Transformation
Project cost over $900 million, financed privately.

Construction preserves Arena’s historic roofline and 
meets LEED standards. 

New facility beneath iconic roof digs down to 50 feet 
beneath the ground.

Outdoor gathering places and green spaces greet 
visitors. 

Designed to meet NBA/NHL standards and attract 
teams, while creating a premier concert venue.

Creates welcoming entry points to Seattle Center and 
connects more cohesively to Uptown neighborhood. 
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Arena Integration
Guided by:

(1) People First
(2) Place-Making
(3) Partnership for Success

Arena agreement ensures design, construction and 
operation integrate into the campus.

OVG/Seattle Center to share IT systems for parking, 
ticketing and event booking.

$1.5 million from OVG relocates Seattle Center Skate 
Park, Campus Maintenance Facility, and other public 
amenities. 

OVG will lead campus sponsorship program.
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Renewal in our Neighborhood
As Seattle Center transforms, surrounding 
development renews the urban landscape.

Center Steps, 3rd & Mercer, is first mixed-use 
development to make use of Uptown up-zoning.

SR-99 Tunnel reknits surface streets between 
Seattle Center and South Lake Union.  

New condominium projects close by promote Seattle 
Center as a prime amenity. 

Uptown Arts & Cultural District highlights arts 
offerings on and surrounding the campus.

Plymouth Housing Project will create 
transitional/affordable housing next to the Center.
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