






 

 

 
 

 
 

City of Seattle Boards & Commissions Notice of Appointment 
 

 

 
 

Appointee Name:  
Catherine Marie McDowall 

Board/Commission Name: 
Seattle Municipal Court 

Position Title:  
Judge  

 
  Appointment    OR      Reappointment 

 
 

City Council Confirmation required? 
 

  Yes 
  No 

Appointing Authority: 
 

  City Council  
  Mayor  
  Other:  

Term of Position:  
Confirmation 
to 
12/31/2022 

  
☒ Serving remaining term of a vacant position 

Residential Neighborhood: 
Magnolia 

Zip Code: 
98199 

Contact Phone No.:  
 

Background:  
Ms. Catherine McDowall is currently serving as Judge Pro Tempore at Seattle Municipal Court. She has 
been in a judicial officer role for the last seven years since 2013 and before that she was Senior Deputy 
Prosecutor in the King County Prosecuting Attorney’s Office.  As Pro Tem Judge, Ms. McDowall has 
demonstrated her skills as a judicial officer who has presided over different calendars and specialty 
courts: Mental Health court, Community court, and Veteran’s court. She is exceptionally well qualified 
to join the bench given her familiarity with the court’s procedures and personnel and can transition 
seamlessly into the role and deal with the court’s high volume and backlog of cases. More importantly, 
Pro Tem Judge McDowall is knowledgeable about the court’s current reform efforts and she is deeply 
committed to innovation and addressing systemic racism in the criminal justice system.  She was rated 
Well Qualified by the King County Bar Association and Qualified by the Loren Miller Bar Association. 

 

Authorizing Signature (original signature):  
 

 
Date Signed (appointed):  9/16/2020 
 

Appointing Signatory: 
Jenny A. Durkan 
 

Mayor, City of Seattle 

 





























BAR ASSOCIATION RATINGS/ENDORSEMENTS 

  

Index 

  

King County Bar Association – Well Qualified, See letter attached. 

Loren Miller Bar Association- Qualified, Letter forthcoming and see online rating 

https://www.lmba.net/judicial-evaluations  

Washington Women Lawyers- Exceptionally Well Qualified, See letter attached.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.lmba.net/judicial-evaluations




 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Judicial Evaluation Committee 

 
Via Email (catherinemcdowall@gmail.com) 
 
PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL 
 
September 17, 2020 
 
Catherine McDowall 
2531 29th Ave. W 
Mercer Island, WA 98199 
 
Re: King County Chapter Washington Women Lawyers Judicial Evaluation 
 
Dear Ms. McDowall: 

The Judicial Evaluation Committee and the Board have completed their process for 
evaluation.  The King County Chapter of Washington Women Lawyers has confirmed 
your rating of Exceptionally Well Qualified for King County Courts of Limited 
Jurisdiction.  This rating is effective for three (3) years, through September 16, 2023. 

We will forward your rating to the appropriate appointing authority if you seek 
appointment and if you file for election, we post it on votingforjudges.org. We will also 
post it on our website.  

I have scanned and sent this letter via email to save on resources.  Please let me know if 
you would like a hard copy.  Thank you for interviewing with our committee.  

Very truly yours, 

 
Mary B. Reiten 
Judicial Evaluation Committee Co-Chair  
Washington Women Lawyers King County chapter  
 
 



cc: Sarah Perez, KCWWL JEC Co-Chair 
KCWWL President 

 KCWWL Secretary  



LETTERS OF SUPPORT 
 

Index 
 

The Honorable Presiding Judge Willie Gregory, Seattle Municipal Court 

The Honorable Judge Adam Eisenberg, Seattle Municipal Court 

The Honorable Judge Faye Chess, Seattle Municipal Court 

Lori Ann Holtzapple, Court Manager, King County District Courts 

James M. Whisman, Senior Deputy Prosecuting Attorney, Appellate Unit Chair,  

King County Prosecutor’s Office 

  



 
 

Seattle Municipal Court, P.O. Box 34987, Seattle, WA  98124-4987 
Telephone: (206) 684-5600      

seattle.gov/courts 

W I L L IE  GRE GO RY  
PRE SIDI N G JU DGE  

 
September 17, 2020 
 
The Honorable Jenny A. Durkan 
Mayor, City of Seattle 
600 Fourth Avenue, 7th Floor 
Seattle, WA 98104 
 
RE:  Letter of Recommendation for Catherine McDowell 
 
Dear Mayor Durkan: 
 
I highly recommend Catherine McDowell to serve as a Judge in Seattle Municipal Court.  
I believe she will bring a lot to the bench.   
 
Catherine McDowell has been working as a Pro Tem Judge in Seattle Municipal Court for 
seven years.  During that time, she has stood out as a Pro Tem Judge.  She has 
responded on short notice when called by court staff to cover for a judge who is sick or 
on vacation and handle that judge’s calendar with intelligence and respect for the 
parties.   Catherine has gained the respect of the city attorneys and defense attorneys 
who practice before her.  Likewise, she has gained the respect of the judges of Seattle 
Municipal Court due to her willingness to step in and preside over any type of case.   
 
Catherine will able to come to the Seattle Municipal Court bench with minimal training 
due to her knowledge of our laws, procedures, and policies.  She has shown the 
willingness to seek advice if an issue comes up that is novel to her.    
 
The Seattle Municipal Court has taken upon itself to put into effect numerous court 
reforms.  Catherine is knowledgeable about these reforms and she is willing to engage 
in these reforms with the bench.  She is a collaborator and with the current court she 
will be an innovator helping to advance the court’s reforms  
 
I am looking forward to working with her as a judge in Seattle Municipal Court. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Willie Gregory, Presiding Judge 
Seattle Municipal Court  




























































