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SUMMARY and FISCAL NOTE* 

Department: Dept. Contact/Phone: CBO Contact/Phone: 

LEG Ketil Freeman / 48178 n/a 

* Note that the Summary and Fiscal Note describes the version of the bill or resolution as introduced; final legislation including 

amendments may not be fully described. 

1. BILL SUMMARY 

 

Legislation Title: AN ORDINANCE relating to land use regulation of home occupations; 

adopting interim regulations to allow home occupation businesses to operate with fewer 

limitations during the COVID-19 civil emergency, amending Seattle Municipal Code Section 

23.42.050, and adopting a work plan. 

 

Summary and background of the Legislation: This legislation will allow home occupation 

businesses accessory to a residential use to operate with fewer limitations during the COVID-

19 civil emergency. Specifically, during the COVID-19 civil emergency, the bill would 

remove the following requirements that currently apply to home occupations:  

 Customer visits are by appointment only 

 There shall be no evidence of the home occupation visible from the exterior of the 

structure 

 No more than two persons who are not residents of a dwelling unit on the lot may 

work in a home occupation, regardless of whether the persons work full or part-time 

or are compensated. 

 The home occupation shall not cause a substantial increase in on-street parking 

congestion or a substantial increase in traffic within the immediate vicinity 

In addition, the legislation would (1) allow a home business to operate in a required parking 

space provided that no changes are made that would prevent the space from being used for 

parking in the future and (2) allow home businesses to install a nonilluminated sign up to 720 

square inches bearing the name of the home occupation. 

 

2. CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 

Does this legislation create, fund, or amend a CIP Project?  ___ Yes _x___ No  

 

3. SUMMARY OF FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

 

Does this legislation amend the Adopted Budget?  ___ Yes __x__ No 

 

Does the legislation have other financial impacts to the City of Seattle that are not 

reflected in the above, including direct or indirect, short-term or long-term costs? 
No 

 



Ketil Freeman 
LEG Coronavirus Home Occupations Regulations SUM 

D2 

2 
Template last revised: December 1, 2020 

Is there financial cost or other impacts of not implementing the legislation? 

No 

 

4. OTHER IMPLICATIONS 

a. Does this legislation affect any departments besides the originating department? 

Yes, the Seattle Department of Construction and Inspections and the Office of Economic 

Development.  

 

b. Is a public hearing required for this legislation? 

A public hearing is required to be held within 60 days after passage of the bill. 

 

c. Is publication of notice with The Daily Journal of Commerce and/or The Seattle Times 

required for this legislation? 

Yes, hearing notice is required in the Daily Journal of Commerce. 

 

d. Does this legislation affect a piece of property? 

This legislation affects home occupations on properties in many areas of the city. 

 

e. Please describe any perceived implication for the principles of the Race and Social 

Justice Initiative. Does this legislation impact vulnerable or historically disadvantaged 

communities?  What is the Language Access plan for any communications to the 

public? 

This legislation will allow home occupation businesses to operate with fewer limitations 

during the COVID-19 civil emergency. Limitations on business and economic activity 

disproportionately impact small businesses, which are less likely to have financial reserves to 

withstand extended periods of closure or limited operations and likely disproportionately 

impacts small business owned by black, indigenous, and people of color. As an example, 

Seattle has over 4,000 active business licenses for restaurants, caterers, and other businesses 

in the food industry; the 2016 Annual Survey of Entrepreneurs estimates that nearly 48 

percent of the firms in the accommodation and food services industry in the Seattle 

metropolitan area are owned by black, indigenous, and people of color. 

 

f. Climate Change Implications 

1. Emissions: Is this legislation likely to increase or decrease carbon emissions in a 

material way?  

No.  

 

2. Resiliency: Will the action(s) proposed by this legislation increase or decrease 

Seattle’s resiliency (or ability to adapt) to climate change in a material way? If so, 

explain. If it is likely to decrease resiliency in a material way, describe what will or 

could be done to mitigate the effects. 

No. 

 

g. If this legislation includes a new initiative or a major programmatic expansion: What 

are the specific long-term and measurable goal(s) of the program? How will this 

legislation help achieve the program’s desired goal(s). 
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Not applicable. 

 

List attachments/exhibits below: 


