
Transportation and Utilities Committee 5/19/2021 
Amendment 4 – FLIR Community Surveillance Policies  

 
CB 120053 PROPOSED AMENDMENT 4 

 
Amendment Name: Forward Looking Infrared Real-Time Video Community Surveillance 
Policies 
 
Sponsor: Councilmember Herbold 
 
Effects Statement: Requests the Seattle Police Department to develop a policy or policies no 
later than the end of the 4th quarter of 2021 prohibiting the use of Forward Looking Infrared 
Real-Time Video through SPD’s use of King County Sheriff’s Office helicopters to 
disproportionately surveil communities of color and other historically over-policed communities. 
 
Proposed Amendment: 
 

Insert a new Section after Section 1 of Council Bill 120053 as follows and renumber sections 

accordingly: 

Section 1. Pursuant to Ordinances 125376 and 125679, the City Council approves use of 

the Seattle Police Department's use of Forward Looking Infrared Real-Time Video (FLIR) 

through the use of King County Sheriff's Office helicopters and accepts the 2020 Surveillance 

Impact Report (SIR) for this technology, attached to this ordinance as Attachment 1, and the 

2020 Executive Overview for the same technology, attached to this ordinance as Attachment 2. 

Section X. The Council requests the Seattle Police Department to develop a policy or 

policies no later than the end of the 4th quarter of 2021 prohibiting the use of Forward Looking 

Infrared Real-Time Video through the Seattle Police Department’s use of King County Sheriff’s 

Office helicopters to disproportionately surveil communities of color and other historically over-

policed communities. 

  


