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CITY OF SEATTLE
ORDINANCE
COUNCIL BILL

AN ORDINANCE relating to facilities at Seattle Center; modifying the Seattle Center Fee Range Schedule and
the general terms and conditions for events at Seattle Center from which the Seattle Center Director is
authorized to set fees and the general terms, conditions, and guidelines for use of Seattle Center
facilities and property; amending Section 17.16.015 of the Seattle Municipal Code (SMC) to provide for
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adoption of future general terms and conditions for events at Seattle Center by ordinance; amending
SMC 17.16.020 to increase the term for event-related service agreements; amending SMC 17.16.030 to
grant temporary authority to modify food and beverage service leases due to the impacts of COVID-19
and correct the reporting requirements for in-kind contributions; and repealing SMC Chapter 17.20
providing for use and operation of Veterans Hall, which facility was demolished as part of the
renovation of the adjacent Marion Oliver McCaw Hall.

WHEREAS, due to COVID-19, on March 11, 2020, Governor Jay Inslee prohibited all gatherings of 250 or
more in western Washington; and

WHEREAS, Seattle Center serves to create exceptional events, experiences, and environments and does so by
bringing people together; and

WHEREAS, many of Seattle Center’s tenants, resident organizations, and clients have cancelled events,
reduced operations, or closed, all of which resulted in significant negative financial impacts; and

WHEREAS, reopening of Seattle Center will require those entities to implement steps to ensure the safety of
staff, patrons, and guests, incurring additional expenses while at the same time anticipating uncertain
reopening timelines, and reduced attendance and participation at events; and

WHEREAS, Seattle Center’s success is dependent upon the success of its tenants, resident organizations, and
clients; and

WHEREAS, additional measures need to be taken to address the impact of COVID-19; and

WHEREAS, temporarily increasing the flexibility of the Seattle Center Director to anticipate and respond to the
challenges that will be faced with reopening of the campus will assist in enabling the success of Seattle
Center; NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:
Section 1. The Seattle Center Fee Range Schedule, last amended by Ordinance 125701, is amended

effective January 1, 2021, as shown in Attachment A1 to this ordinance. Effective January 1, 2021, the fee

range schedule shown in Attachment A to this ordinance is adopted.

Section 2. The Terms and Conditions for Events at Seattle Center, last adopted by Ordinance 124628,

are amended effective January 1, 2021, as shown in Attachment B1 to this ordinance. Effective January 1,
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2021, the terms and conditions shown in Attachment B to this ordinance are adopted.
Section 3. Section 17.16.015 of the Seattle Municipal Code, last amended by Ordinance 125199, is
amended as follows:
17.16.015 Use fee schedule, terms and conditions established
The Seattle Center Director is authorized to charge and collect fees for the use of certain Seattle Center

facilities, services, and equipment for Events, as established in ((afee-sehedule)) the Seattle Center Fee Range

Schedule as adopted, from time to time, by ordinance. Additionally, the Director is authorized to condition such
use on compliance with certain general terms, conditions, rules, and guidelines promulgated by the Director,
consistent with the ((*)) Terms and Conditions for Events at Seattle Center ((>+AttachmentB-to-Ordinanee

124628))) adopted, from time to time, by ordinance. Once adopted by ordinance, the Seattle Center Fee Range

Schedule and the Terms and Conditions for Events at Seattle Center shall remain in effect until repealed or

amended by a subsequent ordinance.

Section 4. Section 17.16.020 of the Seattle Municipal Code, last amended by Ordinance 124628, is
amended as follows:
17.16.020 Event-related service agreements ((s))
The Director is authorized as specified in the ((<)) Terms and Conditions for Events at Seattle Center ((>~Attae
hment B-to-the-Ordinance-mtroduced-asCounett BilH24628);)) to enter into agreements with terms of up to ((
frve)) ten years with caterers, concessionaires, and other providers of event-related services. The Director is
authorized to execute and deliver, for and on behalf of the City, all documents ((khe-ershe)) the Director shall
deem necessary or appropriate in connection with any such agreements authorized in this ((seetier)) Section

17.16.020. The authority in this ((seettornr)) Section 17.16.020 is limited as follows:

A. The Director shall consult with the City Attorney prior to entering into any such agreement and shall
use a form of agreement prepared with the assistance and advice of the City Attorney; and

B. The total term of any new agreement shall not exceed ((five)) ten years in duration.
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Section 5. Section 17.16.030 of the Seattle Municipal Code, last amended by Ordinance 124628, is
amended as follows:
17.16.030 Seattle Center lease agreements ((<))

The Seattle Center Director is hereby authorized, for and on behalf of The City of Seattle, to negotiate and ((te

)) execute ((;-ferand-on-the-behalfof The-Cityof Seattle;)) lease agreements and to modify existing lease

agreements for the use and occupancy of spaces within or on Seattle Center grounds or under the management
of the Seattle Center for uses that are not Events, and to execute all other necessary documents in connection
therewith((; Previded;)) provided that:

A. Any lease agreement shall be in a standard form of agreement prepared with the assistance or advice
of the City Attorney, or on a non-standard form contingent upon prior consultation with the City Attorney

regarding the differences between the standard form and the non-standard form; and,

B. Lease agreements for food and beverage services in the Armory and on the Seattle Center campus
shall be for a term of no more than ten years and lease agreements for all other locations on the Seattle Center
grounds shall be for a term of no more than five years without prior approval of the City Council by ordinance;
((;)) provided, however, that the Seattle Center Director may enter into new leases for the same property with
the same tenant upon different terms and conditions from a previous lease for the same property; and provided,

however, that until December 31, 2022, the Seattle Center Director is authorized to modify the covenants and

conditions and extend the term of any food and beverage service lease agreement for up to two additional years

without prior approval of the City Council by ordinance: and

C. The basic rent for Seattle Center lease agreements shall be at a rate that is commensurate with the
quality of the space and prevailing market rates for similar property in the vicinity of Seattle Center. The Seattle
Center Director is authorized to accept in-kind contributions of services for the City’s benefit in order to offset
all or a portion of any cash rent due from not-for-profit organizations or any other entities as the Director deems

reasonable; any such services to be accepted shall be specifically identified in the lease agreement along with a
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statement as to the amount of cash rent offset for such services.

D. One or more parking spaces in Seattle Center parking facilities may, but need not, be provided to

Seattle Center tenants in conjunction with such lease for no added consideration under new lease agreements,
and under amendments of existing lease agreements, for such added cash rent or in-kind services for the City’s
benefit as the Director deems reasonable, taking into consideration the parking rates established pursuant to ((
Ordinance H2372 as now or hereafter amended.)) Chapter 17.19.

E. The authority in this ((seetien)) Section 17.16.030 does not apply to: (1) agreements allowing the use

of Seattle Center space for Events or (2) the use and occupancy of facilities described in the ((*)) Terms and
Conditions for Events at Seattle Center. ((>-AttachmentB-to-the-Ordinance-ntroduced-asCounet Bit
HE229)))

Section 6. Chapter 17.20 of the Seattle Center Municipal Code, last amended by Ordinance 104281, is

repealed:

((Chapter 20 SEATHFLE- CENTER VETFERANS HALE
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Section 7. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force 30 days after its approval by the Mayor, but if

not approved and returned by the Mayor within ten days after presentation, it shall take effect as provided by

Seattle Municipal Code Section 1.04.020.

Passed by the City Council the day of , 2020, and signed by
me in open session in authentication of its passage this day of , 2020.
SEATTLE CITY COUNCIL Page 7 of 8 Printed on 4/27/2024

powered by Legistar™


http://www.legistar.com/

File #: CB 119917, Version: 1

President of the City Council

Approved by me this day of , 2020.

Jenny A. Durkan, Mayor

Filed by me this day of , 2020.

Monica Martinez Simmons, City Clerk

(Seal)

Attachments:

Attachment A - Seattle Center Fee Range Schedule

Attachment A1 - Seattle Center Fee Range Schedule (markup)

Attachment B - Terms and Conditions for Events at Seattle Center
Attachment B1 - Terms and Conditions for Events at Seattle Center (markup)
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