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Economic Development, Technology, and

For accessibility information and for accommodation requests, please call
206-684-8888 (TTY Relay 7-1-1), email CouncilAgenda@Seattle.qov, or visit

SEATTLE CITY COUNCIL

City Light Committee
Agenda
Wednesday, June 28, 2023
9:00 AM

Special Meeting

Council Chamber, City Hall
600 4th Avenue
Seattle, WA 98104

Sara Nelson, Chair
Debora Juarez, Vice-Chair
Lisa Herbold, Member
Kshama Sawant, Member
Dan Strauss, Member

Chair Info: 206-684-8809; Sara.Nelson@seattle.qov

Watch Council Meetings Live View Past Council Meetings

Council Chamber Listen Line: 206-684-8566

http://seattle.gov/cityclerk/accommodations.
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SEATTLE CITY COUNCIL

Economic Development, Technology, and City

Meeting Location:
Council Chamber, City

Committee Website:

https://www.seattle.gov/council/committees/economic-development-technology-and-city-light

Light Committee
Agenda

June 28, 2023 - 9:00 AM
Special Meeting

Hall, 600 4th Avenue, Seattle, WA 98104

B. Approval of the Agenda

Members of the public may register for remote or in-person Public
Comment to address the Council. Details on how to provide Public
Comment are listed below:

Remote Public Comment - Register online to speak during the Public
Comment period at the meeting at
http://www.seattle.gov/council/committees/public-comment. Online
registration to speak will begin two hours before the meeting start time,
and registration will end at the conclusion of the Public Comment period
during the meeting. Speakers must be registered in order to be
recognized by the Chair.

In-Person Public Comment - Register to speak on the Public Comment
sign-up sheet located inside Council Chambers at least 15 minutes prior
to the meeting start time. Registration will end at the conclusion of the
Public Comment period during the meeting. Speakers must be
registered in order to be recognized by the Chair.

Submit written comments to Councilmember Nelson at
sara.nelson@seattle.gov

Please Note: Times listed are estimated

Click here for accessibility information and to request accommodations.
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Economic Development, Technology, Agenda June 28, 2023

and City Light Committee

A. Call To Order

B. Approval of the Agenda

C. Public Comment

D. Items of Business

1.

CB 120594

Supporting
Documents:

AN ORDINANCE relating to underground utility districts;
authorizing the City Light Department to evaluate the risks
presented by overhead facilities on streets and alleys in the First
Hill district and to determine, based upon the Department’s
engineering standards, whether electric facilities should be
undergrounded and whether to dispose of remaining utility poles;
and amending Sections 21.68.070, 21.68.090, and 21.68.100 of the
Seattle Municipal Code.

Summary and Fiscal Note

Presentation

Discussion and Possible Vote (15 minutes)

Presenters: Hina Arai and Jeff Wolf, Seattle City Light; Eric
McConaghy, Council Central Staff

Click here for accessibility information and to request accommodations. Page 3
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Economic Development, Technology, Agenda June 28, 2023
and City Light Committee

2. Res 32095 A RESOLUTION authorizing commencement of cable franchise
contract renewal proceedings in accordance with the provisions
of 47 U.S.C. Section 546 and written request from Comcast Cable
Communications Management, LLC.

Attachments: Att A - Comcast Letter Requesting Franchise Renewal

Supporting
Documents: Summary and Fiscal Note

Presentation

Briefing, Discussion, and Possible Vote (15 minutes)

Presenters: Jon Morrison Winters, Digital Equity Program and
Broadband Manager, Seattle Information Technology

E. Adjournment

Click here for accessibility information and to request accommodations. Page 4
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File #: CB 120594, Version: 1

CITY OF SEATTLE

ORDINANCE

COUNCIL BILL

AN ORDINANCE relating to underground utility districts; authorizing the City Light Department to evaluate
the risks presented by overhead facilities on streets and alleys in the First Hill district and to determine,
based upon the Department’s engineering standards, whether electric facilities should be undergrounded
and whether to dispose of remaining utility poles; and amending Sections 21.68.070, 21.68.090, and
21.68.100 of the Seattle Municipal Code.

WHEREAS, on July 19, 1968, Ordinance 96796 was enacted, requiring the undergrounding of electric
distribution, telephone, telegraph, CATV, and other wires and facilities in the First Hill district for the
general welfare of the inhabitants of the city and providing for the termination of overhead service to
customers in such district; and

WHEREAS, the City Light Department (“Department”) periodically publishes engineering standards for the
design, construction, and maintenance of the Department’s electric distribution facilities; and

WHEREAS, these standards are developed consistent with federal, state, and local requirements to ensure the
safe operation of the Department’s electric distribution facilities; and

WHEREAS, the Department has determined that certain overhead facilities in the First Hill district, not yet
relocated under Ordinance 96796, can be maintained and operated safely without the requirement that
they be undergrounded; and

WHEREAS, most existing utility poles in the First Hill district carry communication lines owned or maintained
by entities other than The City of Seattle; and

WHEREAS, the undergrounding of electric overhead facilities poses significant additional cost to the

Department and its ratepayers; and

SEATTLE CITY COUNCIL Page 1 of 5 Printed on 6/22/2023
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File #: CB 120594, Version: 1

WHEREAS, the undergrounding of facilities in the First Hill district poses a financial burden to building
owners as electrical services will only be available from such underground facilities, requiring the
modification of service connection points and construction of underground facilities at the customer
and/or property owners’ expense; and

WHEREAS, the undergrounding of electric facilities in the First Hill district poses a burden to the
neighborhood resulting from prolonged street closures and reduced availability of parking; and

WHEREAS, the interests of the Department and ratepayers are best served by authorizing the Department to
apply its engineering standards to evaluate electric overhead distribution facilities and determine, in its
sole discretion, whether certain electric overhead distribution facilities in the First Hill district must be
undergrounded; and

WHEREAS, if undergrounding of certain distribution facilities becomes necessary, the Department is in the
best position to determine whether affected communication wires should be undergrounded with the
Department’s electric distribution facilities and to coordinate with responsible parties for the
undergrounding of those wires and the disposition of remaining poles; NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Section 21.68.070 of the Seattle Municipal Code, enacted by Ordinance 96796, is amended as
follows:

21.68.070 ((Statement-offaet:)) Procedure

((Fhe-nstallation-and-maintenanee-of)) This Subchapter I sets forth the circumstances and procedure for

undergrounding of overhead wires, and appurtenances ((eareying-any-eleetrie-energys;)) including telephone,

telegraph, CATV, fiber optic cables and other ((eleetrie)) service in certain streets, public areas, and areas of

SEATTLE CITY COUNCIL Page 2 of 5 Printed on 6/22/2023
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File #: CB 120594, Version: 1

persons-interested-theretn)) district.

Section 2. Section 21.68.090 of the Seattle Municipal Code, last amended by Ordinance 123361, is

amended as follows:
21.68.090 Undergrounding required-Restoration of pavement and public utility equipment ((<))

The City Light Department is authorized to assess overhead electric facilities in the First Hill district consistent

with its engineering standards. If the City Light Department determines that engineering standards require the

undergrounding of overhead electric facilities, the Department will develop an undergrounding plan which may

include the undergrounding of all electric and communication facilities attached to existing poles. If the City

Light Department’s plan calls for the undergrounding of communication facilities, the Department will provide

notice to attachers on such facilities including the proposed disposition of poles. Upon receiving notice of intent

to underground electric facilities, each entity ((Everyene)) owning, using, or maintaining such wires and

appurtenances in said streets, alleys, and other public places ((are-directed-ordered-andrequired-to-commenee

h)) shall place the wires and appurtenances

underground and ((efremeving)) remove overhead facilities at the direction, under the supervision of, and in
accordance with plans and specifications approved by the Seattle Department of Transportation in consultation
with ((Seattle)) the City Light Department and Seattle Public Utilities as appropriate, and to thereafter cause to
be restored to good condition and repair any pavements, sidewalks, sewer, water main, or public utility
equipment or facilities disturbed in connection with such work, and shall thereafter maintain, remove, move, or
replace such underground facilities on order of ((the)) The City of Seattle as the public interest may require.
Pavement or sidewalk restoration and repair shall be completed to the satisfaction of the Seattle Department of
Transportation; sewer, water main, or public utility equipment or facilities restoration and repair shall be
completed to the satisfaction of Seattle Public Utilities; and electrical connections, and electrical equipment,

wiring, or conduit restoration or repair, shall be completed to the satisfaction of the City Light Department.

SEATTLE CITY COUNCIL Page 3 of 5 Printed on 6/22/2023
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File #: CB 120594, Version: 1

Section 3. Section 21.68.100 of the Seattle Municipal Code, last amended by Ordinance 123361, is
amended as follows:

21.68.100 ((EATY)) Communication connections ((.))

((Wen-eleetrieal;)) Upon receipt of notice of intent to underground electric facilities from the City Light

Department, any affected owners or operators of telephone, telegraph, ((ex)) CATV, fiber optic cables, or other

((eleetrie)) services ((are-available-to-eustomersfromunderground-facilities)) within the district described in
Section 21.68.080 ((s-or-apart-thereofthe-owners-of the facilities-or services shallnotify-the City Light

HECS OF serviees))

shall ((ther)) notify each ((sueh)) of their customers and/or property owners within the district ((Gersuchpart

thereet;)) that ((sueh)) the ((serviees)) service shall be thereafter available only from such underground

facilities. When the construction of undergrounded facilities is completed, facility owners shall notify each of

their customers and/or property owners of the date that overhead services will be terminated. Property owners
and/or customers desiring continued electric services within ((satd)) the district ((-er-part-thereet;)) shall,

within 90 days of ((reeeipt-ofsueh)) receiving notice that overhead services will be terminated, provide at their

own expense on their own property necessary underground facilities for conducting such services from such

underground facilities to any building and structure on their property. ((-and-the-abeve-neticesshall se-provide:
)

Section 4. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force 30 days after its approval by the Mayor, but if
not approved and returned by the Mayor within ten days after presentation, it shall take effect as provided by

Seattle Municipal Code Section 1.04.020.

Passed by the City Council the day of , 2023, and signed by
me in open session in authentication of its passage this day of , 2023.
SEATTLE CITY COUNCIL Page 4 of 5 Printed on 6/22/2023
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President of the City Council

Approved / returned unsigned/  vetoed this day of , 2023.

Bruce A. Harrell, Mayor

Filed by me this day of ,2023.

,City Clerk

(Seal)

SEATTLE CITY COUNCIL Page 5 of 5 Printed on 6/22/2023
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Jeff Wolf
SCL First Hill Undergrounding SUM
D1

SUMMARY and FISCAL NOTE*

Department: Dept. Contact: CBO Contact:

| Seattle City Light | Jeff Wolff | Greg Shiring

* Note that the Summary and Fiscal Note describes the version of the bill or resolution as introduced; final legislation including
amendments may not be fully described.

| 1. BILL SUMMARY

Legislation Title: AN ORDINANCE relating to underground utility districts; authorizing the
City Light Department to evaluate the risks presented by overhead facilities on streets and alleys
in the First Hill district and to determine, based upon the Department’s engineering standards,
whether electric facilities should be undergrounded and whether to dispose of remaining utility
poles; and amending Sections 21.68.070, 21.68.090, and 21.68.100 of the Seattle Municipal
Code.

Summary and Background of the Legislation: Ordinance 96796 was enacted in 1968 to
require undergrounding of all electric distribution, telephone, telegraph, CATV, and other wires
and facilities in the First Hill district and to provide for termination of overhead service to the
district’s customers. The Department’s practice has been to replace the overhead cables in this
district with an underground system when safety and new construction standards are triggered.
To date, approximately 20 percent of the overhead cables have been replaced with an
underground system. The Department has determined that certain overhead facilities in the First
Hill district, not yet relocated under Ordinance 96796, can be maintained and operated safely
without the requirement that they be undergrounded. Mandating the undergrounding of overhead
facilities throughout the district is an overly broad approach. The Department’s construction-
related costs are passed on to the ratepayer. Residents and businesses must, at their own expense,
move the service connection point on their buildings and trench and install conduit to the new
connection point in the right of way. Construction in the streets results in prolonged street
closures, loss of parking and impacts local businesses. The more cost-effective, less burdensome
approach is to allow the Department to exercise discretion. This amendment seeks to provide
City Light with authority to identify when poles within an overhead system must be
undergrounded to meet regulatory or safety standards. This amendment is especially critical now
as City Light has multiple 4kV conversion projects in the First Hill district which impacts
approximately four blocks, between East Harrison Street and East John Street, and 40 separate
service addresses with approximately 650 customer accounts. Removing the mandate and giving
the Department discretion will allow the Department to exercise its safety and reliability
responsibilities with a fiscally prudent lens. Additionally, this amendment may eliminate
unnecessary development costs and may facilitate the building of additional affordable housing.

‘ 2. CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM

Does this legislation create, fund, or amend a CIP Project? ___Yes_X No

| 3. SUMMARY OF FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

Template last revised: December 13, 2022



Jeff Wolf
SCL First Hill Undergrounding SUM
D1

Does this legislation amend the Adopted Budget? ___Yes_X _No

Does the legislation have other financial impacts to The City of Seattle that are not
reflected in the above, including direct or indirect, short-term or long-term costs?
Under the Department’s amendment, the Department would avoid the cost associated with
undergrounding those facilities that would not otherwise need to be undergrounded. This is a
more efficient use of city funds and less burdensome to ratepayers, residents and businesses.

Are there financial costs or other impacts of not implementing the legislation?

Yes. This amendment directs City Light to coordinate with the telecommunication companies
to efficiently underground all affected facilities. Through this coordination,
telecommunication companies will be required to remove their lines from poles enabling the
Department to remove them from the right of way once all impacted facilities are
undergrounded. There would be increased costs to building owners as electrical services will
only be available from such underground facilities, requiring the modification of service
connection points and construction of underground facilities at the customer and/or property
owners’ expense.

| 4. OTHER IMPLICATIONS

a. Does this legislation affect any departments besides the originating department?
No.

b. Isa public hearing required for this legislation?
No.

c. Is publication of notice with The Daily Journal of Commerce and/or The Seattle Times
required for this legislation?
No.

d. Does this legislation affect a piece of property?
No.

e. Please describe any perceived implication for the principles of the Race and Social
Justice Initiative. Does this legislation impact vulnerable or historically disadvantaged
communities? What is the Language Access plan for any communications to the public?
An overly broad mandate to underground all overhead facilities in the First Hill district
places an additional burden on building owners, including affordable housing providers and
small businesses as electrical services will only be available from such underground
facilities, requiring the modification of service connection points and construction of
underground facilities at the customer and/or property owners’ expense. The undergrounding
of electric utilities also poses a burden to the neighborhood, resulting from prolonged street
closures and reduced availability of parking, impacting residents and small businesses in the
community. The Department provides a multilingual notice to all residents of imminent
construction projects occurring in a neighborhood. Depending on individual project scope

Template last revised: December 13, 2022
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Jeff Wolf
SCL First Hill Undergrounding SUM
D1

and impact, the Department may do more robust community outreach and engagement

including public meetings, with appropriate translation and interpretation services provided.

f. Climate Change Implications
1. Emissions: Is this legislation likely to increase or decrease carbon emissions in a
material way?
No

2. Resiliency: Will the action(s) proposed by this legislation increase or decrease
Seattle’s resiliency (or ability to adapt) to climate change in a material way? If so,
explain. If it is likely to decrease resiliency in a material way, describe what will or
could be done to mitigate the effects.

No.

g. If this legislation includes a new initiative or a major programmatic expansion: What
are the specific long-term and measurable goal(s) of the program? How will this
legislation help achieve the program’s desired goal(s)?

No.

Template last revised: December 13, 2022
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Mandatory Underground Districts (established in 1969)

Status of Districts:

®Central Area-University District
(mostly complete)

®South Seattle (complete)

®*First Hill (only 20% complete)

®Leschi (complete)
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Consequences of Mandatory Undergrounding

* District treated differently than other neighborhoods in the City
without basis.

* Greater costs passed onto the general ratepayers.

* District customers must, at their expense, trench to underground
hand hole electrical box.

* Service drops must move.

* Poles with communication lines and redundant system likely to
remain.

* Greater loss of parking and use of streets.
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Example on Summit Receiving Overhead 26kV

L
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Ordinance Amends SMC to Allow SCL to

® Assess Overhead
Facilities Consistent with
Engineering Standards

® Develop Plan Consistent
with Engineering Standards

® Discretion
to Determine Disposition
of Telecommunication Poles

Lead Coordination with Affected
Owners/Operators of
Telecommunication Companies

Set Schedule for

Facility Removal and
Establish Communications
Down to Customers

20
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File #: Res 32095, Version: 1

CITY OF SEATTLE

RESOLUTION

A RESOLUTION authorizing commencement of cable franchise contract renewal proceedings in accordance
with the provisions of 47 U.S.C. Section 546 and written request from Comcast Cable Communications
Management, LLC.

WHEREAS, Comcast Cable Communications Management, LLC (“Comcast”) currently provides cable
services in Seattle, in accordance with a franchise agreement authorized by Ordinance 124957 that
expires on January 20, 2026; and

WHEREAS, Section 626 of the Cable Communications Policy Act of 1984 (“Cable Act”), 47 U.S.C. Section
546, establishes both formal and informal procedures that govern the franchise renewal process; and

WHEREAS, The City of Seattle is the franchising authority for cable services within its city limits; and

WHEREAS, 47 U.S.C. Section 546(a) provides that, during the six-month period which begins with the 36
months before franchise expiration, the franchising authority shall, at the request of the cable operator,
commence proceedings which afford the public in the franchise area appropriate notice and
participation, for the purpose of identifying the future cable-related community needs and interests and
reviewing the performance of the cable operator under the franchise during the then-current franchise
term; and

WHEREAS, in a letter (Attachment A to this resolution) received by the Office of Cable Communications on
February 21, 2023, Comcast formally requested that the City commence formal renewal proceedings in
accordance with the requirements of 47 U.S.C. Section 546(a) through (g), but also indicated its desire

to reach a mutually satisfactory franchise renewal agreement with the City through informal

negotiations as per 47 U.S.C. Section 546(h); NOW, THEREFORE,

SEATTLE CITY COUNCIL Page 1 of 3 Printed on 6/22/2023
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File #: Res 32095, Version: 1

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SEATTLE, THE MAYOR
CONCURRING, THAT:

Section 1. The letter from Comcast Cable Communications Management, LLC (“Comcast”) dated
February 21, 2023, formally requesting the commencement of renewal proceedings under Section 626 of the
Cable Communications Policy Act of 1984 (47 U.S.C. Section 546), was submitted in a timely manner and is
hereby acknowledged.

Section 2. The Mayor or the Mayor’s designated representative is authorized to implement the necessary
processes and procedures to enable the City to comply with all of its obligations under 47 U.S.C. Section 546.

Section 3. The City hereby commences proceedings to afford the public in the franchise area
appropriate notice and participation for the purpose of identifying future cable-related community needs and
interests and to review the performance of Comcast under the franchise during the current franchise term.

Section 4. Pursuant to the request by Comcast, the Mayor or the Mayor’s designated representative is
authorized to study the feasibility of an informal franchise renewal process pursuant to 47 U.S.C. Section 546

(h), while reserving the City’s right to implement the formal processes outlined by 47 U.S.C. Section 546(a)

through (g).
Adopted by the City Council the day of , 2023, and signed by
me in open session in authentication of its adoption this day of , 2023.
President of the City Council
The Mayor concurred the day of ,2023.
SEATTLE CITY COUNCIL Page 2 of 3 Printed on 6/22/2023
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File #: Res 32095, Version: 1

Bruce A. Harrell, Mayor

Filed by me this day of ,2023.
, City Clerk
(Seal)
Attachments:
Attachment A - Comcast Letter Requesting Franchise Renewal
SEATTLE CITY COUNCIL Page 3 of 3 Printed on 6/22/2023
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Att A - Comcast Letter Requesting Franchise Renewal
V1

" Comcast Cable Communications
N2 Management, LLC

COMCAST 900 1324 Street SW

Everett, WA 98204
WWW,comcast.com
WWW.comcastcorporation.com

February 21, 2023

(CERTIFIED MAIL)

Brenda Tate

Office of Cable Communications
City of Seattle

700 Fifth Avenue, Suite 2700
Seattle, WA 98104

Subject: FRANCHISE RENEWAL
Dear Ms. Tate:

We at Comcast appreciate the opportunity to serve the citizens of Seattle. It is our credo that we
will deliver a superior experience to our customers every day. Our products will be the best and
we will offer the most customer-friendly and reliable services in the market. In living our credo,
we look forward to providing broadband services to our customers in Seattle for many years to
come. Therefore, we are taking this step to ensure the renewal of our franchise with you.

The Cable Communications Policy Act of 1984 (“the 1984 Cable Act”) encourages franchisors
and cable operators to reach renewal agreements at any time through an informal process of
discussion. However, Section 626 of the 1984 Cable Act also provides for commencement of a
formal renewal procedure. To preserve our statutory rights to this formal procedure, this letter is
our official notice to you invoking that provision.

This letter is not intended to introduce a new formality into our discussions, nor is that the
intention of the 1984 Cable Act. In fact, we prefer to reach a mutually satisfactory agreement
through informal negotiations, thus making many of the 1984 Cable Act’s formal procedures
unnecessary.

I will be happy to discuss this matter with you or provide any additional information that you

may require. I look forward to meeting with you in the near future and to continuing a
relationship that, we believe, benefits both the community and the residents of Seattle.

25



Att A - Comcast Letter Requesting Franchise Renewal
V1

Subject: Franchise Renewal
February 21, 2023
Page 2 of 2

Sincerely,

Terry DAavLs

Terry Davis
Senior Director, Government Affairs

cc: Michael Ruger, Vice President of Government Affairs
Rich Jennings, West Division President
Steve Holmes, West Division Vice President of Government Affairs
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Jon Morrison Winters
ITD Commence Comcast Franchise Renewal SUM

Dib
SUMMARY and FISCAL NOTE*
Department: Dept. Contact: CBO Contact:
| Seattle IT | Jon Morrison Winters | Andrew Dziedzic

* Note that the Summary and Fiscal Note describes the version of the bill or resolution as introduced; final legislation including
amendments may not be fully described.

| 1. BILL SUMMARY |

Legislation Title: A RESOLUTION authorizing commencement of cable franchise contract
renewal proceedings in accordance with the provisions of 47 U.S.C. Section 546 and written
request from Comcast Cable Communications Management, LLC.

Summary and Background of the Legislation:

The Resolution commences the City’s formal cable franchise renewal proceedings with
Comcast and authorizes the implementation of processes to enable the City to comply with
all of its obligations under federal law and the Cable Act of 1984, as amended.

Comcast’s current franchise agreement with the City will expire on January 20, 2026. This
Resolution allows the City to comply with a procedural requirement under federal law which
provides that the franchise renewal period begins three years before expiration of a franchise.

The formal franchise renewal process is usually triggered when a cable operator provides
written notification to the City that it wants to renew its franchise. The City received such
notification from Comcast on February 21, 2023. Under federal law, the City must, within six
months of receipt of such written notice, “commence a proceeding” which affords the public
notice of their right to participate in identifying future cable-related community needs and
interests, and a review of the cable operator’s performance during the existing franchise
terms.

Although there are no formal guidelines under federal law as to what constitutes an action
that “commences a proceeding,” this Resolution will clarify the City’s intent and ensure that
the City has complied with this initial procedural requirement. The Resolution also provides
notice to the public and an opportunity for public comment.

’ 2. CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM ‘

Does this legislation create, fund, or amend a CIP Project? ___Yes_X No

| 3. SUMMARY OF FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS |

Does this legislation amend the Adopted Budget? ___Yes_X No
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Does the legislation have other financial impacts to The City of Seattle that are not
reflected in the above, including direct or indirect, short-term or long-term costs?
While this Resolution does not have direct financial implications, there will be financial
implications when a new franchise agreement is reached with Comcast. ITD will present
legislation to Council at that time, authorizing the new franchise agreement, and will include
a fiscal note detailing financial impacts of the new agreement.

There are indirect financial implications. During the cable franchise renewal process, ITD
will have expenditures related to the review of Comcast’s performance during the existing
franchise terms, and the ascertainment of public input.

Are there financial costs or other impacts of not implementing the legislation?
There could be indirect costs of not implementing this Resolution, although difficult to
quantify, because lack of Council Resolution could put the City at a disadvantage in its
negotiations with Comcast.

| 4. OTHER IMPLICATIONS

a. Does this legislation affect any departments besides the originating department?
No

b. Isa public hearing required for this legislation?
No

c. Is publication of notice with The Daily Journal of Commerce and/or The Seattle Times
required for this legislation?
No

d. Does this legislation affect a piece of property?
No

e. Please describe any perceived implication for the principles of the Race and Social
Justice Initiative. Does this legislation impact vulnerable or historically disadvantaged
communities? What is the Language Access plan for any communications to the public?
No known direct impacts, although impacts exist with the renewal of the franchise as the
franchise implements the Cable Customer Bill of Rights, and franchise fees fund the City’s
Digital Equity Program, both of which support vulnerable and historically disadvantaged
communities and communities of color. The franchise renewal process also includes an
ascertainment of the cable-related needs and interests of the community. Any surveys
conducted during ascertainment will be translated into at least the Tier 1 languages identified
by the Office of Immigrant and Refugee Affairs. The ascertainment process will also include
in-language focus groups and/or an analysis of data from in-language focus groups conducted
in 2023 for the Tech Access and Adoption Study.
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f. Climate Change Implications
1. Emissions: Is this legislation likely to increase or decrease carbon emissions in a
material way?
No.

2. Resiliency: Will the action(s) proposed by this legislation increase or decrease
Seattle’s resiliency (or ability to adapt) to climate change in a material way? If so,
explain. If it is likely to decrease resiliency in a material way, describe what will or
could be done to mitigate the effects.

No.

g. If this legislation includes a new initiative or a major programmatic expansion: What

are the specific long-term and measurable goal(s) of the program? How will this
legislation help achieve the program’s desired goal(s)? N/A
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Cable Franchises

* Governed by federal law, 47 U.S.C. section 542, the Cable Act of
1984.

* SMC 21.60, Seattle Cable Code, requires cable providers to meet
technical, customer service, and privacy standards, including the
Cable Customer Bill of Rights.

* Current franchises include Comcast and Astound (formerly Wave).

28, 202 o
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Cable Franchise Renewals

* Franchise Agreements expire after 10 years.

* Renewal begins 3 years prior to franchise expiration.

* Formal and Informal Renewal Process
* Processes Run Concurrently

* Majority of Franchises via Informal Process

* Must remain mindful and comply with all requirements

Jgune 28, 2023 Seattle Information Technology @ City Of Seatt



Process Flow

Formal Process Begins

Commence Proceeding: Ascertainment

rr

Cable Operator
Proposal

RFP Response

Renew Prelim Denial
Admin Hearing

_Deny s Judicial Review
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Resolution: Commencement of proceedings

* No formal guidelines under federal law as to what constitutes an
action that “commences a proceeding.”

* The Council Resolution clarifies the City’s intent and ensures that
the City has complied with this initial procedural requirement.

* The Resolution also provides notice to the public and an
opportunity for public comment.

June 28, 2023 Seattle Information Technology @ City Of Seatt
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Cable Franchise Renewals - Timeline

e o

Renewal Notice Received 2/21/2023 n/a

Commence renewal proceedings by 8/21/2023 TBD

Renewal Period Jan 2023-Dec 2025 Nov 2024-Oct 2027
Council Ordinance Process Period July 2025-Dec 2025 June 2027-Oct 2027
Council Approve New Franchise by Dec 2025 Oct 2027

Franchise Expires Jan 2026 Nov 2027

28, 202 o
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