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Presentation Notes
The Arts Commission is focused on how we can help anchor community and culture in place through strategic investments in the arts infrastructure. Supporting the cultural space agency and programs at the Office of Arts and Culture whichsupport cultural space are the 2023 priorities we would like to speak about today.  



Connects under- and unemployed workers  in the  crea tive  indus trie s  with 
opportunities , specifica lly a round these  topic a reas :

● Public Hea lth
● Menta l Hea lth & Hea ling
● Food Security
● Storyte lling, Media , & Journa lism
● Arts  Educa tion
● Socia l Cohes ion & Be longing

HopeCorps Program

BUDGET $2M
$1.5M City Funds
$500k NEA Grant

IMPACT
100+ Workers  employed for 6-12 months , 
ea rning $15-$30K
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We want to highlight a few programs related to the ARTS Office to show our support for the good work that the ARTS Office does.Cultural Facilities Fund is a regular funding program of the Office of Arts and Culture.In 2020, the fund was paused so that the funds could be used for COVID recovery relief funds for community; in 2021 the funds were used to support the Cultural Space Agency PDA and now in 2022, ARTS Sis reviewing its opportunities in this area. The need for tenant improvements, new space acquisition, building renovations and other capital projects have continued. COVID-impacted timelines and fluctuating cost of construction materials are hitting nonprofits especially hard (this is from conversations we are having with folks at 4Culture just FYI on the source).We just want to earmark this important community program which supports many important BIPOC organizations in our community and want to make sure that funding continues to flow to it.
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BELOVED is a multimedia and arts-driven campaign that speaks to the epidemic of gun violence, explores its history, exposes root causes, and seeks to end gun violence through ideation of a world without it. It's a beautiful campaign with myriad media outlets and community partners spanning a variety of disciplines. The Seattle Arts Commission would like to advocate for the continued support of HopeCorps moving forward so that programs like this can continue to happen.



Cultural Facilities Fund
Awards funding to Seattle arts, heritage, cultural 
and arts service organizations with facility projects 
that create greater access for those who have 
been (and are) inequitably excluded from owning, 
managing and leasing property.

Communities of color have had the least access to 
controlling cultural space. This fund has prioritized 
projects that eliminate this disparity.

Applicants have been able to request up to $100,000 to support pre-capital, capital, and post-capital project 
expenses.

STATUS
2020: Paused so funds could be used for COVID recovery relief funds for community
2021: Funds supported the Cultural Space Agency PDA
2022: ARTS is reviewing opportunities in the area
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On the topic of CULTURAL SPACE, the Cultural Facilities Fund is a regular funding program of the Office of Arts and Culture.In 2020, the fund was paused so that the funds could be used for COVID recovery relief funds for community; in 2021 the funds were used to support the Cultural Space Agency PDA and now in 2022, ARTS is reviewing its opportunities in this area. The need for tenant improvements, new space acquisition, building renovations and other capital projects have continued. COVID-impacted timelines and fluctuating cost of construction materials are hitting nonprofits especially hard (this is from conversations we are having with folks at 4Culture just FYI on the source).We just want to earmark this important community program which supports many important BIPOC organizations in our community and want to make sure that funding continues to flow to it.



Hosted by ARTS with Facilities and Equitable 
Development Committee of Arts Commission

Community event and engagement event which 
discusses strategies to combat the growing 
cultural affordability crisis in Seattle.

In past years, Square Feet Seattle has included a 
participatory budgeting activities which has 
resulted in some amazing community-focused 
initiatives.

Idea for the Cultural Space Agency PDA came 
from Square Feet discussions!

Square Feet Seattle
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Square Feet Seattle is a community program that ARTS has hosted through the Facilities and Equitable Development Committee of the Arts Commission. In past years, it has had the themes of Buy Buy Buy: Exploring affordability in the City (2017) and Staying Power (2019). Square Feet brings together artists, nonprofit professionals, cultural workers, property developers, designeers, public administrations, funders, and financiers to discuss strategies for combating growing cultural affordability crisis in Seattle. In past years, the event has included a participatory budgeting activities which has resulted in some amazing community focused initiatives as well. We’ll share one with you today, Tiny Cultural Spaces. 



Tiny Cultural Space gives new life to surplus city property to 
build tiny structures which house cultural activities.

Built in collaboration with Sawhorse Revolution, a 
nonprofit teaches youth the power of carpentry and craft.

SUCCESS STORY: Estelita's Library (2021)
A justice-focused community library and bookstore to heal, 
uplift, and serve oppressed communities of Seattle.

IN PROGRESS: Deaf Spotlight (2022)
Inspires and showcases Deaf Culture and Sign Languages 
through the arts.

Tiny Cultural Space
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The Tiny Cultural Space program was developed through a community process at the Square Feet Seattle 2017 event. A group of attendees dreamt up the program for during a $10K foam check challenge. Tiny Culture Spaces gives new life to surplus city property by building tiny structures to house cultural activities. Estelita’s Library, a social justice community library and bookstore, brings books, art, culture and community together to heal, uplift and serve communities of color, Queer and LGBT folks, and other oppressed communities of Seattle.Deaf Spotlight inspires and showcases Deaf Culture and Sign Languages through the arts -- including Seattle Deaf Film Festival and grantmaking for deaf artists, among other programs.Sawhorse Revolution a nonprofit which serves primarily high-school students from Central and South Seattle. Their mission is to foster confident, community-oriented youth through the power of carpentry and craft. They teach teens carpentry and architecture through inspiring community projects.
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Seattle Arts Commission would love to build more intimately with Council, and would love to advocate for the consideration of integrating arts and culture into the City's upcoming comprehensive planning process, because we believe planning is better w/ creative thinking. Cities like Oakland, Boston, and Portland have integrated the arts into their planning process. Please consider adapting some of these models and using the SAC, ARTS, and our networks to assist with ideation and implementation.“Help us rebuild” Image: young womxn work with nonprofit Sawhorse Revolution to build Estelita’s LibraryCAption from website:The all-womxn’s crew listens to the direction of lead carpenters Kim Retherford and Sarah Kautz as they prepare to lift a stud wall into place. This process required stringent coordination, and showed the group that teamwork, skill and organization can make even the heaviest of tasks — like putting up the 22-foot walls for Estelita’s Library — a lot lighter. (Courtesy of Sawhorse Revolution)Link: https://www.seattletimes.com/life/theres-noise-theres-music-estelitas-is-not-your-average-seattle-library-its-a-space-for-community/?utm_source=marketingcloud&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=TSA_012321192353+Estelita%E2%80%99s+quickly+becomes+cherished+community+center+in+Seattle_1_23_2021&utm_term=Active%20subscriber

https://www.seattletimes.com/life/theres-noise-theres-music-estelitas-is-not-your-average-seattle-library-its-a-space-for-community/?utm_source=marketingcloud&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=TSA_012321192353+Estelita%E2%80%99s+quickly+becomes+cherished+community+center+in+Seattle_1_23_2021&utm_term=Active%20subscriber
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