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Matthew Eng and Karina Bull
FAS 6.310 Amendments ORD
V2

CITY OF SEATTLE

ORDINANCE 126976
120652

COUNCIL BILL

AN ORDINANCE relating to taxicabs and for-hire vehicles; repealing or deleting provisions
intended to no longer be in effect in separating the taxicab and transportation network
company industries; conforming to changes in state law; adding a new Section 6.310.101
to the Seattle Municipal Code; amending the title of Chapter 6.310 of the Seattle
Municipal Code and Sections 6.310.110, 6.310.125, 6.310.130, 6.310.150, 6.310.260,
6.310.270, 6.310.325, 6.310.327, 6.310.400, 6.310.452, 6.310.455, 6.310.470, 6.310.530,
6.310.600, 6.310.605, and 6.310.610 of the Seattle Municipal Code; and repealing
Sections 6.310.120, 6.310.135, 6.310.137, 6.310.200, 6.310.210, 6.310.220, 6.310.225,
6.310.230, 6.310.240, 6.310.250, 6.310.255, 6.310.300, 6.310.310, 6.310.315, 6.310.320,
6.310.330, 6.310.340, 6.310.350, 6.310.360, 6.310.370, 6.310.380, 6.310.460, 6.310.475,
6.310.480, 6.310.500, 6.310.510, 6.310.720, and 6.310.730 of the Seattle Municipal
Code.

WHEREAS, in 2022 Washington regulated the operation of transportation network companies
but did not preempt Seattle’s existing regulation of transportation network companies;
and

WHEREAS, state law constrains Seattle’s ability to amend existing municipal code addressing
transportation network companies and their affiliated vehicles and drivers; and

WHEREAS, the City desires to comprehensively regulate transportation network companies and
their affiliated drivers and vehicles within the constraints set by state law and to align
with state law where appropriate; and

WHEREAS, the City partners with King County to regulate the larger for-hire transportation
industry and desires to maintain that partnership in the future under common regulations;
and

WHEREAS, due to changes in state law governing the regulation of transportation network

companies, amending an existing Seattle Municipal Code chapter to regulate
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transportation network companies and establishing a new Seattle Municipal Code chapter
to regulate taxicabs and for-hire vehicle provide the best approach to implement the
City’s policy objectives for these industries; NOW, THEREFORE,
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:
Section 1. The title of Chapter 6.310 of the Seattle Municipal Code, enacted by
Ordinance 118341, is amended as follows:
CHAPTER 6.310 (FAXICABS ANDFOR-HIRE-VEHICLEES)) FOR-HIRE

TRANSPORTATION — TRANSPORTATION NETWORK COMPANY VEHICLES AND

DRIVERS

Section 2. A new Section 6.310.101 is added to the Seattle Municipal Code as follows:
6.310.101 Scope

A. This Chapter 6.310 is not a part of the New License Code (Subtitle IV of Title 6).

B. This Chapter 6.310 applies to transportation network companies, transportation
network company drivers, and transportation network company endorsed vehicles. Chapter 6.311
applies to taxicab associations, for-hire vehicle companies, taxicabs, for-hire vehicles, and
drivers of those vehicles. References to taxicab associations, for-hire vehicle companies,
taxicabs, for-hire vehicles, and the drivers of those vehicles remain in this Chapter 6.310 because
RCW 46.72B.190 constrains The City of Seattle from amending ordinances or regulations
related to transportation network companies, transportation network company drivers, or
transportation network company endorsed vehicles after January 1, 2022. In the event of a
conflict between this Chapter 6.310 related to taxicab associations, for-hire vehicle companies,
taxicabs, for-hire vehicles, and drivers of those vehicles, and Chapter 6.311, Chapter 6.311

controls.
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Section 3. Section 6.310.110 of the Seattle Municipal Code, last amended by Ordinance
125132, is amended as follows:
6.310.110 Definitions

For the purposes of this chapter and unless the context plainly requires otherwise, the following

definitions apply:

“For-hire driver” means any person in physical control of, operating or driving a taxicab,

for-hire vehicle, or transportation network company endorsed vehicle ((whe-tsrequired-to-be
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“For-hire vehicle” ((mean

has the same meaning as “for-hire vehicle” in Section 6.311.040.

“For-hire vehicle company” ((means-aperson-orentity-that represents-or-ownsfor-hire
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“Licensee” means any person or entity licensed under this chapter, including for-hire
drivers((-taxteab-erfor-hire-vehicle-owners;taxicab-asseetations;)) and transportation network

companies.

“Medallion” ((means-a-—certificate-issued-by-the Directoras-evidence-thatataxicab-orfor-
hire-vehicle license-is-an-intangible property)) has the same meaning as “medallion” in Section

6.311.040.

“Medallion system” ((means-the-system-which-deems-ataxicab-orfor-hire-vehicle license

finanetalnstitution)) has the same meaning as “medallion system” in Section 6.311.040.

* %k 3k

“Person” means any individual, partnership, association, corporation, firm, institution, or

other entity, whether or not operated for profit. “Person” does not include:

1. A government entity of or within the United States:

2. An entity operating exclusively under contract with a government entity: or

3. That portion of an entity that is operating exclusively under contract with a

government entity.
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“Personal vehicle” means a vehicle that is not a taxicab or for-hire vehicle licensed under

((thisChapter-6-310)) Chapter 6.311. A personal vehicle that is used to provide trips via a

transportation network company application dispatch system is subject to regulation under this

Chapter 6.310.

“Taxicab” ((means-every-motor-vehiele:

Seetion-6-310-H0J2J8-orfor-hire-vehieles)) has the same meaning as “taxicab” in Section

6.311.040.

“Taxicab association” ((means-a-person-orentity licensed-underthischapter-that
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assoctationlicensefee-for-the-duration-of the-demenstration-projeet)) has the same meaning as

“taxicab association” in Section 6.311.040.

figures)) has the same meaning as “taximeter” in Section 6.311.040.

% sk o3k
Section 4. Section 6.310.120 of the Seattle Municipal Code, last amended by Ordinance
124524, is repealed:

((6:310.120 Seope
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6202 et seq))

Section 5. Section 6.310.125 of the Seattle Municipal Code, last amended by Ordinance
124524, is amended as follows:
6.310.125 Violation classifications

A. Requirements contained within this chapter shall specify violation classifications in
parentheses for the purpose of assessing monetary penalties and penalty points. General
provisions for penalty enforcement are set forth in Sections 6.310.600, 6.310.605, 6.310.610, and
6.310.635. Monetary penalties and penalty points for each violation classification are specifically
set forth in Section 6.310.605.

B. Violation classifications are as follows:

1. Class A — violations of administrative or non-safety requirements.

2. Class B — violations of safety requirements.

3. Class C — other serious violations.

4. Suspensions, revocations, and denials of licenses or TNC vehicle endorsements
are imposed when ((taxieab-asseetations;)) transportation network companies((;-taxteab
heensees;)) or for-hire drivers fail to comply with licensing or endorsement requirements
pursuant to this chapter, or there is an immediate safety concern with the taxicab, for-hire
vehicle, or TNC endorsed vehicle.

Section 6. Section 6.310.130 of the Seattle Municipal Code, last amended by Ordinance
124524, is amended as follows:

6.310.130 Licenses required
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heensedunder-this-chapter:)) Reserved.

B. It is unlawful to operate within The City of Seattle as a transportation network
company (TNC) driver, unless:
1. The driver has a valid for-hire driver's license issued under this chapter;
2. The vehicle is either:
a. A personal vehicle with a TNC vehicle endorsement, or

b. A for-hire vehicle or taxicab licensed under ((this-ehapter)) Chapter

3. The driver is affiliated with a TNC licensed under this chapter.

ordinanee:))
C. ((
valid-Heense-issued-pursuantto-this-chapter:)) Reserved.

D. It is unlawful to operate as a transportation network company within The City of

Seattle without a valid license issued under this chapter.
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E. It is unlawful to operate an application dispatch system within The City of Seattle

unless:

1. The person or entity is a licensed transportation network company; or

2. The person or entity uses the application dispatch system exclusively for
taxicabs and/or for-hire vehicles licensed under ((this-ehapter)) Chapter 6.311, consistent with
Section 6.310.530.

F. The regulatory licenses and vehicle endorsements issued to for-hire drivers, ((fer-hire
vehieles;)) transportation network company drivers, ((taxteabstaxicab-assoetations;)) and
transportation network companies under this chapter shall be suspended by the Director if the
for-hire driver ((;fer-hire-vehicletaxicab,taxteab-asseetation;)) or transportation network
company does not maintain a required current business license issued by The City of Seattle.

Section 7. Sections 6.310.135 and 6.310.137 of the Seattle Municipal Code, enacted by

Ordinance 124524, are repealed:

(6310135 T ransition-to-medallion-system
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approval-forgood-causeshown:))

Section 8. Section 6.310.150 of the Seattle Municipal Code, last amended by Ordinance
125975, is amended as follows:
6.310.150 Fees

The following nonrefundable fees shall apply:
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Section 9. Sections 6.310.200 through 6.310.255 of the Seattle Municipal Code, last

amended or enacted by Ordinances 124524, 121357, and 118341, are repealed:
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Section 10. Section 6.310.260 of the Seattle Municipal Code, last amended by Ordinance
125082, is amended as follows:
6.310.260 Transportation network company license eligibility and application

A. Any business or individual desiring to operate as a transportation network company
within The City of Seattle shall file with the Director a signed, under penalty of perjury,
transportation network company license application on forms provided by the Director.

1. To be eligible for a license, the transportation network company is limited to
providing application dispatch services to transportation network company drivers meeting the
requirements set forth in Section 6.310.452; further, no TNC licensed by the City of Seattle shall
own or be owned or controlled, in whole or in part, by any other TNC licensed by the City of
Seattle, or be owned or controlled in whole or in part by any party or entity owning or
controlling, in whole or in part, another TNC licensed by the City of Seattle; provided that no
ownership restrictions shall apply to any publicly-traded company.

2. The license application shall include the following information:

a. The applicant transportation network company's name, business street

address and post office box address (if any), business facsimile number, business phone number
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and business email address where the transportation network company representative can
generally be reached between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. on all nonholiday weekdays;

b. The form of business entity under which the TNC will operate (e.g.
corporation, partnership, or cooperative association);

1. If the applicant transportation network company is individually
owned, the name, business address (or home address if no business address), telephone number,
and date of birth of the owner, or

i1. If the applicant transportation network company is a
corporation, partnership or other business entity, the names, business addresses, telephone
numbers, and date of birth of the person or persons vested with authority to manage or direct the
affairs of the legal entity in Seattle or to bind the legal entity in dealings with third parties, and
the entity's true legal name, state of incorporation or registration with the Secretary of State of
the State of Washington (if any) and State of Washington business license number, and any other
information that the Director may reasonably require;

c. Verification that applicant uses only one application dispatch system, as
approved by the Director;

d. The trade dress the applicant transportation network company proposes
to use, if any, for each affiliated driver's vehicle, with a photo of the trade dress submitted with
the application. The trade dress may be placed on the vehicle body, but not on the roof or
covering any windows, vehicle lights, or obscuring the view of any mirrors, and cannot exceed
four square feet;

e. The name, address, phone number, and date of birth of the

transportation network company representative;
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f. The registered owners of vehicles with a transportation network
company endorsement, or the transportation network company on behalf of the registered owner
must have on file with the City evidence that each vehicle has an insurance policy or binder
proving compliance with State insurance requirements effective at that time. The insurance
policy, and any related driver contracts if applicable, must be submitted to the Director. The
TNC shall provide evidence that each vehicle affiliated with a transportation network company
has insurance in an amount no less than required by RCW 46.72.050 and underinsured motorist
coverage indicating a minimum coverage of $100,000 per person, and $300,000 per accident or
in an amount no less than required by ((ehapter48-1+77)) RCW 46.72B.180, at any time while
active on the TNC dispatch system. The insurance policy shall:

1. Be issued by an admitted carrier in the State of Washington with
an A.M. Best Rating of not less than B VII or show evidence that an exemption has been met
allowing for the use of a surplus line insurer; provided however, that the Director may
temporarily suspend any or all of these requirements if no other viable insurance options are
available to the industry,

i1. Name The City of Seattle as an additional insured,

iii. Provide that the insurer will notify the Director, in writing, of
any cancellation and/or non-renewal at least 30 days before that cancellation and/or non-renewal
takes effect, and

iv. Not include aggregate limits, or named driver requirements or
exclusions. Other limitations or restrictions beyond standard insurance services office (ISO)

business auto policy form are subject to approval by the Director.
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g. ((State-of-Washingten)) Valid vehicle registration for each vehicle

affiliated with the transportation network company.

h. Certificate of a uniform vehicle safety inspection for each vehicle
affiliated with the transportation network company as required in subsection 6.310.270.R.

1. Any other information required by regulations adopted pursuant to this
Chapter 6.310.

J. The above application and information must be completed for each
annual license renewal.

B. The TNC license fee shall be paid as set forth in Section 6.310.150.

C. The transportation network company applicant or licensee must inform the Director in
writing within seven days if any of the information provided pursuant to Section 6.310.260.A
changes, ceases to be true or is superseded in any way by new information.

D. A transportation network company license is valid for no more than one year. No
transportation network company license may be renewed unless all outstanding penalties
assessed against the transportation network company and its affiliated drivers have been paid to
the Director. The TNC license renewal fee shall be paid as set forth in Section 6.310.150.

Section 11. Section 6.310.270 of the Seattle Municipal Code, enacted by Ordinance
124524, is amended as follows:

6.310.270 Transportation network company (TNC) operating responsibilities
In addition to meeting the license application requirements set forth in Section 6.310.260, the

TNC must:

k %k ok
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K. Notify the Director within two working days of the TNC having knowledge of the
following:

1. A conviction, bail forfeiture or other adverse finding received by a TNC driver
for any criminal offense or traffic violation that occurs during or arises out of the driver's
operation of the vehicle while active on any TNC dispatch (Class A for traffic violation, Class B
for any criminal offense),

2. A conviction, bail forfeiture or other adverse finding received by a TNC driver
for any other criminal offense directly bearing on the driver's fitness to operate a vehicle or the
affiliated driver's fitness to be licensed, including but not limited to theft, fraud, robbery,
burglary, assault, sex crimes, alcohol, drugs, or prostitution (Class B),

3. A vehicle accident required by law to be reported to ((the-State-ef

Washington)) a state agency ((#vebvng)) that involves any TNC driver (Class B),

4. Any restriction, suspension or revocation of a ((State-efWashington)) valid

driver's license issued to a TNC driver (Class B), and/or
5. Any matter listed in subsections 6.310.265.B.9 or 6.310.265.C (Class B);
% sk o3k
Section 12. Sections 6.310.300 through 6.310.320 of the Seattle Municipal Code, last

amended or enacted by Ordinances 125082, 124524, 122763, and 118341, are repealed:

((6:310.300 Taxieab and for-hire vehicle J lieati
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Section 13. Section 6.310.325 of the Seattle Municipal Code, enacted by Ordinance
124524, is amended as follows:
6.310.325 Vehicles affiliated with a transportation network company (TNC) vehicle

operating requirements
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No vehicle affiliated with a TNC shall operate within The City of Seattle to transport passengers
for compensation unless the following minimum vehicle requirements are met:
A. The vehicle is a taxicab or for-hire vehicle licensed under ((this-ehapter)) Chapter
6.311, or the vehicle has a TNC vehicle endorsement.
* k%
F. The vehicle model year can be no more than ((ten)) 15 years prior to the license date

under RCW 46.72B.070, as amended.

Section 14. Section 6.310.327 of the Seattle Municipal Code, enacted by Ordinance
124524, is amended as follows:
6.310.327 Transportation network company (TNC) vehicle endorsement eligibility and

application

C. To apply for the TNC vehicle endorsement, the applicant shall complete, sign, swear
to and file with the Director a TNC vehicle endorsement application on forms provided by the
Director to include the following information:

1. Name, aliases, residence and business address, residence and business
telephone numbers;

2. Place and date of birth which shall be at least ((24)) 20 years prior to the date of
application, height, weight, color of ((hairand)) eyes;

3. ((Washingten-State)) Valid driver's license number. Providing the social
security number is optional. The applicant must present his/her ((Washington-State)) valid

driver's license at time of application;
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((4—Proofthat the-applicantis-authorized-to-workin-the United-States:))
Reserved.
5. Evidence of vehicle insurance as required by Section 6.310.260; (denial of
endorsement)

6. Evidence of for-hire driver's license; (denial of endorsement)

7. Proof that applicant's vehicle has passed the uniform vehicle safety inspection
as required by subsection 6.310.270.R (denial of endorsement); and

8. Proof that applicant's vehicle model year is no more than ((ter)) 15 years prior
to the license date. (denial of endorsement)

9. Such other information as may be reasonably required by regulation
promulgated under this chapter.

10. The above application and information must also be completed and supplied
during any annual license renewal. The City will not process a TNC endorsement application if
any required information or documentation is missing or incomplete. Completed applications and
copies of required documentation shall be provided to the City by the TNC, taxicab association,
for-hire vehicle company or by the for-hire vehicle licensee.

Failure to meet any of these requirements shall result in the denial of the issuance of the
TNC vehicle endorsement. All denials or revocations of TNC vehicle endorsement applications
must be set forth in writing, together with the reasons for denial or revocation. The written denial
shall be delivered either personally or by first class mail to the address provided by the applicant

on the license renewal application.

* %k 3k
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Section 15. Sections 6.310.330 through 6.310.380 of the Seattle Municipal Code, last

amended or enacted by Ordinances 124524, 122763, 119872, and 118341, are repealed:
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Section 16. Section 6.310.400 of the Seattle Municipal Code, last amended by Ordinance
124524, is amended as follows:
6.310.400 For-hire driver's license application

A. For an initial for-hire driver's license and annually thereafter, a for-hire driver, or a
taxicab association, for-hire vehicle licensee or company, or transportation network company on
behalf of the for-hire driver, must complete, sign, swear to and file with the Director a for-hire
driver's license application on forms provided by the Director. Application materials may be

submitted online or through email. For-hire driver's licenses approved through applications
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received online or through email must be picked up directly from the licensing agency,
whereupon the licensee applicant must show proof of photo identification. When issued to an
applicant affiliated with a TNC, the for-hire license shall read "for-hire permit" on the associated
license, but shall remain subject to all for-hire driver licensee duties and obligations in this
Chapter. The application shall include the following information:

1. Name, aliases, residence and business address, residence and business
telephone numbers;

2. Place and date of birth (which shall be at least ((2+)) 20 years prior to the date
of application, height, weight, and color of ((hair-and)) eyes;

3. ((Washingten)) Valid driver's license number. Providing the social security
number is optional. The applicant must present his/her ((Washington-State)) valid driver's license
or a copy thereof of at time of application;

((4—Proofthat the-applicantis-authorized-to-workin-the United-States:))
Reserved.

5. Consent to a criminal background check through Washington State Patrol and
Federal Bureau of Investigation criminal databases conducted by the Director, or have a copy of
a criminal background check provided directly from a Director-approved third party vendor;

6. Information indicating whether or not the applicant has ever had a for-hire or
driver's license suspended, revoked, or denied and for what cause;

7. A copy of the applicant's driving abstract from the Washington State
Department of Licensing or a signed statement authorizing the Director to obtain a current copy

of the applicant's driving abstract from the Washington State Department of Licensing;
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8. Statement of applicant listing all reportable accidents and all moving violations
the applicant was involved in during the previous three years;

9. Completion of a driver education course and associated tests. The driver
training program shall include:

a. Completion of the National Safety Council's Defensive Driving Course;
and

b. Completion of at least one additional driving training program approved
by the Director.

10. On forms provided by the Director, the applicant will provide a statement
under penalty of perjury of their physical and mental fitness to act as a for-hire driver.

11. All applications for for-hire driver's licenses become void if the applicant, for
any reason other than delay caused by the City, fails or neglects to complete the application
process or obtain a license within 60 days of submitting an application.

12. Such other information as may be reasonably required by regulation
promulgated under this chapter.

Section 17. Section 6.310.425 of the Seattle Municipal Code, last amended by Ordinance
124524, is amended as follows:
6.310.425 For-hire driver temporary permit
* % %
C. The temporary license shall become void immediately upon (1) suspension, revocation
or expiration of the applicant's ((Washington-State)) valid driver's license, (2) issuance of the for-
hire driver's license, or (3) the Director's denial of the for-hire driver's license application,

regardless whether the applicant appeals that denial.
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Section 18. Section 6.310.452 of the Seattle Municipal Code, enacted by Ordinance

124524, is amended as follows:

6.310.452 TNC driver operating, conduct, and passenger relations standards

In addition to meeting the for-hire operating standards set forth in Section 6.310.450, the TNC
drivers must meet the following operating, conduct, and passenger relations standards:

A. Drivers operating for a transportation network company shall not transport passengers
for compensation without: 1) first obtaining and maintaining a valid for hire driver's license;
(first violation, civil penalty; subsequent violation, misdemeanor; both Class C) and 2) using a
vehicle that is a for-hire vehicle or taxicab licensed under ((this-ehapter)) Chapter 6.311, or a
vehicle with a TNC vehicle endorsement. (Class C)

* %k 3k

B. TNC drivers shall not be in control of a for-hire vehicle for more than ((12-heurs

spread-overa-totalof 1 5-hours)) 14 consecutive hours in any 24-hour period. Thereafter, such

TNC driver shall not drive any for-hire vehicle until ten consecutive hours have elapsed. For the
purposes of this subsection, hours driven in for-hire vehicles in other platforms (taxicabs, for-

hire vehicles) are aggregated. (suspension and Class B);

* %k 3k

J. TNC drivers shall have in the driver’s possession a valid ((Washingten-State)) driver’s
license, a valid for-hire driver’s license, and documentation that they are affiliated with a
licensed TNC at any time the TNC driver is active on the TNC dispatch system. (suspension and

Class B);

* %k 3k
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Section 19. Section 6.310.455 of the Seattle Municipal Code, last amended by Ordinance
124525, is amended as follows:
6.310.455 For-hire driver conduct standards
* % %
C. A for-hire driver shall have in the driver's possession a valid for-hire driver's license
and valid ((Washingten-State)) driver's license at any time the for-hire driver is operating the
taxicab or for-hire vehicle. An enlargement of the for-hire license shall be displayed in a

permanent frame as prescribed by the Director (suspension and Class B);

required-nformation{ClassA):)) Reserved.

O. A for-hire driver shall, upon request by the Director or a police officer, provide the
City-issued for-hire license and/or ((Washington-State)) valid driver's license for inspection

(suspension and Class B);

* %k 3k
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Section 20. Section 6.310.460 of the Seattle Municipal Code, last amended by Ordinance

124524, is repealed:

preseribed by Seetion6:310.540(Class B).))

Section 21. Section 6.310.470 of the Seattle Municipal Code, last amended by Ordinance

124524, is amended as follows:
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6.310.470 For-hire driver soliciting and cruising standards

A. ((Taxicabs

6310-475-D-and 6310475 E(Class-A).)) Reserved.
B. ((Eer-hire-vehieles

heteH{ClassBY.)) Reserved.

C. Transportation network company (TNC) endorsed vehicles
1. TNC endorsed vehicles are prohibited from soliciting passengers, from cruising

for passengers, or from picking up passengers in a taxi zone (Class C).
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D. Unlicensed vehicles
1. Vehicles providing for-hire transportation services in the City of Seattle
without a City for-hire vehicle license, taxicab license, or TNC endorsement are prohibited from
soliciting passengers, cruising for passengers, or from picking up passengers in a taxi zone. (First
violation, civil infraction, second violation, misdemeanor)
Section 22. Sections 6.310.475 and 6.310.480 of the Seattle Municipal Code, last

amended or enacted by Ordinances 124524 and 121357, are repealed:

((6-
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| i the deiver's for_hire L )
Section 23. Sections 6.310.500 and 6.310.510 of the Seattle Municipal Code, last

amended by Ordinances 125082 and 121738, are repealed:
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Section 24. Section 6.310.530 of the Seattle Municipal Code, last amended by Ordinance

124524, is amended as follows:

6.310.530 Rates

A. ((Faxicabrates
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—each-ineident):)) Reserved.
B. ((Eer-hire-vehiclerates
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k %k 3k

a-written-contractas-speeifiedin-subseetion6310-530-D(Class B):)) A transportation network

company may not impose additional charges for providing services to persons with disabilities

because of those disabilities, consistent with RCW 46.72B.110.

* %k 3k

Section 25. Section 6.310.600 of the Seattle Municipal Code, last amended by Ordinance
124524, is amended as follows:

6.310.600 Penalties

A. Each violation of subsections ((6-3+6-136-A;)) 6.310.130.B or 6.310.452.A shall be a
civil infraction as contemplated by RCW Chapter 7.80 and deemed to be a Class 1 civil
infraction under RCW 7.80.120(a), and shall subject the violator to a maximum penalty and
default amount of $1,000, inclusive of statutory assessments.

B. The first violation of subsection 6.310.470.D shall be a civil infraction as
contemplated by RCW Chapter 7.80 and deemed to be a Class 1 civil infraction under RCW
7.80.120(a), and shall subject the violator to a maximum penalty and default amount of $500,
inclusive of statutory assessments.

1. As contemplated by RCW 7.80.160, a person who, after receiving a notice of

civil infraction that includes a statement of the options provided in RCW Chapter 7.80 for
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responding to the notice and the procedures necessary for exercising these options, knowingly
fails to exercise one of the options within 15 days of the date of the notice is guilty of a
misdemeanor subject to the provisions of Chapters 12A.02 and 12A.04, except that absolute
liability shall be imposed for such a violation and none of the mental states described in Section
12A.04.030 need be proved, regardless of the disposition of the notice of civil infraction. A
person who willfully fails to pay a monetary penalty or perform community service as ordered
by a court may be found in contempt of court as provided in RCW Chapter 7.21.

2. An action for a civil infraction shall be initiated and processed in the manner
contemplated by RCW Chapter 7.80 and the Infraction Rules for Courts of Limited Jurisdiction.
For purposes of RCW 7.80.040, the "enforcement officer" authorized to enforce the provisions of
subsections ((63+0-130-Aand)) 6.310.130.B and 6.310.452.A are: (1) the Director of the Seattle
Department of Finance and Administrative Services and authorized representatives or assistants
of him or her; and (2) a commissioned officer of the Seattle Police Department and a person
issued a Special Police Officer Commission by the Chief of Police with authority to enforce this
title.

C. Each subsequent violation of subsections ((63+01436-A5)) 6.310.130.B, 6.310.452.A,
or 6.310.470.D within five years of the prior violation is a misdemeanor subject to the provisions
of Chapters 12A.02 and 12A.04, except that absolute liability shall be imposed for such a
violation and none of the mental states described in Section 12A.04.030 need be proved. The
Director may request that the City Attorney prosecute such violations criminally as an alternative
to the civil infraction procedure outlined in this chapter.

D. Each violation of subsections 6.310.130.((€))D ((-)) or 6.310.130.E shall be a civil

infraction as contemplated by RCW Chapter 7.80 and deemed to be a Class 1 civil infraction
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under RCW 7.80.120(a), and shall subject the violator to a maximum penalty and default amount
of $10,000, inclusive of statutory assessments.

1. As contemplated by RCW 7.80.160, a person who, after receiving a notice of
civil infraction that includes a statement of the options provided in RCW Chapter 7.80 for
responding to the notice and the procedures necessary for exercising these options, knowingly
fails to exercise one of the options within 15 days of the date of the notice is guilty of a
misdemeanor subject to the provisions of Chapters 12A.02 and 12A.04, except that absolute
liability shall be imposed for such a violation and none of the mental states described in Section
12A.04.030 need be proved, regardless of the disposition of the notice of civil infraction. A
person who willfully fails to pay a monetary penalty or perform community service as ordered
by a court may be found in contempt of court as provided in RCW Chapter 7.21.

2. An action for a civil infraction shall be initiated and processed in the manner
contemplated by RCW Chapter 7.80 and the Infraction Rules for Courts of Limited Jurisdiction.
For purposes of RCW 7.80.040, the "enforcement officer" authorized to enforce the provisions of
subsections ((63+6-130-Cand)) 6.310.130.D and 6.310.130.E are: (1) the Director of the Seattle
Department of Finance and Administrative Services and authorized representatives or assistants
of him or her; and (2) a commissioned officer of the Seattle Police Department and a person
issued a Special Police Officer Commission by the Chief of Police with authority to enforce this
title.

E. Each subsequent violation of subsections ((6-3+8-1436-C;)) 6.310.130.D or 6.310.130.E
within five years of the prior violation is a misdemeanor subject to the provisions of Chapters
12A.02 and 12A.04, except that absolute liability shall be imposed for such a violation and none

of the mental states described in Section 12A.04.030 need be proved. The Director may request
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that the City Attorney prosecute such violations criminally as an alternative to the civil infraction
procedure outlined in this chapter.

F. For each violation of a provision in this chapter that has a class referenced in
parenthesis after the provision, a civil penalty and penalty points shall be imposed by and paid to
the Department according to the provisions of Section 6.310.605.

Section 26. Section 6.310.605 of the Seattle Municipal Code, last amended by Ordinance
124524, is amended as follows:

6.310.605 Monetary penalties and penalty points
A. For-hire driver, transportation network company driver for-hire vehicle company, or

taxicab/ for-hire vehicle violations

Violation Penalties Against a For-hire Penalty Points Attributed to
Driver, TNC Driver Taxicab | Taxicab Association, For-
Licensee, For-Hire Vehicle Hire Vehicle Company, or
Company, or For-hire Transportation Network
Vehicle For Each Violation Company For Each Violation

1. Violations found during a calendar year away from The City of Seattle's inspection facility

First Class A in one year $35 2

Second Class A in one year $70 3

Third or more Class A $120 4

violation in one year

First Class B violation in one | $70 4

year

Second Class B violation in $175 7

one year

Third or more Class B $300 10

violation in one year

All Class C violations $1,000 20

2. Violations found during inspections at The City of Seattle's inspection facility

Failure to appear for $50 2 penalty points

inspection scheduled by the

Director (see ((Seetion

6310.3301and)) paragraph

below)

Class A violation found ((Mehieleretnspeetiontee 2 each violation

during inspection at City's Seefeeschedule-in-Seetion

inspection facility 6310-150))
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Class B violation found ((Vehtele-remnspeetionfee 4 each violation
during inspection at City's See-feeseheditetr-Seetion
inspection facility 6310-150))

"Failure to appear for inspection scheduled by the Director" includes a late arrival for the
inspection. If notification that the vehicle cannot appear is made prior to the close of business on
the business day before the scheduled inspection, and the taxicab plates are delivered to the
inspection facility prior to the original inspection time, then no penalty will be due.

3. Penalties and penalty points are attributed to the taxicab association or
transportation network company with which the taxicab and/or for-hire driver is affiliated at the

time the violation occurs.

Section 27. Section 6.310.610 of the Seattle Municipal Code, last amended by Ordinance
124524, is amended as follows:

6.310.610 Suspension or revocation

C. Revocation standards.
1. Any License. The Director shall revoke a license issued under this chapter if

the Director determines that:

a. The licensee has violated any of the provisions of this chapter that
indicate a revocation as a penalty in parentheses after the provision;

b. The license application contained a material misstatement or omission;

c. The licensee fails to pay a monetary penalty imposed under this chapter
within 90 days after an unappealed notice of violation or final decision or order imposing such

monetary penalty is issued.
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2. (Faxicab-Assoctations:

assoctationas-soon-as-peossiblethe license-may bereinstated:)) Reserved.

3. Transportation network companies (TNC)
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1. The TNC, or any person employed to manage Seattle operations,
receives a bail forfeiture, conviction or other final adverse finding for crimes of fraud, theft,
larceny, extortion, embezzlement, racketeering, Uniform Controlled Substances Act, prostitution,
alcohol and/or narcotics where the commission of such crimes involved or used a TNC or for-
hire vehicle. If the employee is (a) removed immediately from all operational or management
duties or authority and (b) is divested of all ownership in the TNC as soon as possible, the
license may be reinstated;

i1. The TNC, or any person employed to manage Seattle
operations, receives a bail forfeiture, conviction or other final adverse finding involving crimes
directly related to the applicant's ability to operate a TNC, including but not limited to
prostitution, gambling, fraud, larceny, extortion, income tax evasion. If the employee of the TNC
found in violation of this subsection is (a) removed immediately from all operational or
management duties or authority and (b) is divested of all ownership in the TNC as soon as
possible, the license may be reinstated;

ii1. Knowingly permits an affiliated vehicle to be active on the
TNC dispatch system that has not undergone a uniform vehicle safety inspection as required by
6.310.270;

iv. Has failed to meet the insurance requirements outlined in
Section 6.310.260;

v. An affiliated driver is active on the TNC dispatch system
without effective and proper vehicle insurance as required in this chapter;

vi. Fails to pay all penalties imposed by the Department that are

either not contested or are upheld after review; or
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vii. The TNC has committed one Class C violations in any one
year period.
b. The Director may revoke a TNC license if during the license period the
TNC:

1. Dispatches to an unlicensed or unaffiliated driver;

i1. Dispatches to an unaffiliated vehicle;

ii1. Dispatches to a vehicle that is neither a for-hire vehicle or
taxicab, nor a vehicle with a TNC vehicle endorsement;

iv. Knowingly permits a third party to use the TNC dispatch
system;

v. Knowingly permits a TNC endorsed driver driving a TNC
endorsed vehicle to pick up hails, cruise, or otherwise solicit trips;

vi. Knowingly allows a TNC driver driving a TNC endorsed
vehicle to take trips not dispatched by the TNC;

vii. Fails to review driving records of TNC drivers and maintain
records thereof;

viii. Knowingly permits TNC drivers with any conviction listed in

subsection 6.310.270 to continue affiliating with a TNC and/or operating as a TNC driver.

4. (Taxieab-and for hire vehicle i
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one-yearperiod:

6. Transportation network company (TNC) drivers

a. The Director shall revoke the for-hire license of a transportation
network company driver, if, while active on the TNC dispatch system:

1. The TNC driver receives a bail forfeiture, conviction, or other
final adverse finding for crimes pertaining to hit-and-run, or for crimes pertaining to driving
under the influence of alcohol or controlled substances while operating a TNC endorsed vehicle;

i1. The TNC driver's ((Washingten-State)) valid driver's license
expires or is revoked provided that if the TNC driver's ((Washington-State)) valid driver's license
expires, the driver may obtain reinstatement upon proof of renewal within 30 days;

iii. The TNC driver has committed one Class C violations in any

one year period;
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iv. The TNC endorsed driver driving a TNC endorsed vehicle
picks up a street hail, cruises, or otherwise solicits trips whether active on the TNC dispatch
system or not;

v. The TNC driver driving a TNC endorsed vehicle provides a ride
that is not booked through the TNC application dispatch system;

vi. Drives a vehicle while on the TNC application that is not
affiliated with the TNC;

vii. Drives a vehicle while on the TNC application that is neither a
for-hire vehicle nor taxicab licensed under ((thisehapter)) Chapter 6.311 nor a vehicle with a
TNC vehicle endorsement;

b. The Director may revoke the for-hire license of a transportation network
company driver if:

1. The TNC driver is found to be in possession of illegal drugs or
an open container of alcohol while in control of or while operating any taxicab or for-hire
vehicle; or

ii. The TNC driver has received a conviction, bail forfeiture, or
other final adverse finding involving crimes pertaining to prostitution, gambling, physical
violence, Uniform Controlled Substances Act, fraud, theft, robbery, larceny, burglary, extortion
and/or crimes directly related to the driver's ability to operate a for hire vehicle.

* k%
Section 28. Sections 6.310.720 and 6.310.730 of the Seattle Municipal Code, enacted by

Ordinance 118341, are repealed:

(6:310.720R Lofli registrat 1 v
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Section 29. The provisions of this ordinance are declared to be separate and severable.
The invalidity of any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section, or portion of this
ordinance, or the invalidity of its application to any person or circumstance, does not affect the
validity of the remainder of this ordinance or the validity of its application to other persons or

circumstances.
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Section 30. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force 30 days after its approval by
the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor within ten days after presentation, it
shall take effect as provided by Seattle Municipal Code Section 1.04.020.

Passed by the City Council the 12th day of December , 2023,

and signed by me in open session in authentication of its passage this 12th day of

December

,2023.
el
President of the City Council
[O] Approved /[] returned unsigned /[] vetoed this 28th day of December , 2023.
Bree @ ol
Bruce A. Harrell, Mayor
Filed by me this 28th 4y of DeCEMber 2023,

M —

Scheereen Dedman, City Clerk

(Seal)
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