
*Term begin and end date is fixed and tied to the position and not the appointment date.

City of Seattle Boards & Commissions Notice of Appointment 

Appointee Name: 
Avery Barnes 

Board/Commission Name: 
Seattle Arts Commission 

Position Title: 
Member 

  Appointment    OR    Reappointment 
City Council Confirmation required? 

  Yes 
  No 

Appointing Authority: 

  City Council 
  Mayor 
  Other: 

Term of Position: *
1/1/2024 
to 
12/31/2025 

☐ Serving remaining term of a vacant position
Residential Neighborhood: 
Pioneer Square 

Zip Code: 
98104 

Contact Phone No.: 

Background: 

Avery Barnes is an entrepreneur, African art curator, and community advocate. Awarded in 2023 for Forbes 30 
Under 30 Seattle Class, Avery owns and operates TASWIRA, Seattle’s only African art gallery and event space in 
the heart of Pioneer Square. Avery is active in the community and is often invited to speak on panels about her 
work and the inspiration behind it. She also campaigns for causes that empower women, people of color, and 
small business owners. 

Established in 2022, TASWIRA has become a neighborhood staple designed to celebrate the diaspora of African 
arts and culture. Inspired by her roots, Avery journeyed to Africa to work with the Bamburi Women 
Empowerment Center in Mombasa, Kenya. It was at this place that the vision to create a social impact company 
was born. Today, TASWIRA has evolved into an established art gallery and community space that not only 
celebrates African heritage through historical pieces but is also home to a collective of local and globally 
renowned contemporary artists.  

Authorizing Signature (original signature): 

Date Signed (appointed): 

Appointing Signatory: 
Bruce A. Harrell 

Mayor of Seattle 
3/25/2024








