Lauren Henry

Full Council
December 16, 2025
D1

Amendment 1 to CB 121130 — Consultant Ethics
Sponsor: Councilmember Strauss

Removing certain prohibited acts; reincorporating right-sized registration and reporting
requirements.

Effect: This Amendment accomplishes three purposes:

(1) to reincorporate the political consulting entity registration and reporting requirements
from the introduced version of the bill.

(2) to retain registration of political consultants and political consulting entities, but right-
size this requirement from the introduced version so that a registering entity discloses
only the principals, employees, and contractors that work on a political consulting
matter.

(3) to remove 3 prohibited conduct provisions. The first prohibition prevents City
contractors from engaging in political activities for election campaigns. The second and
third require a cooling off period between City consulting work and political consulting
work. Removing these prohibitions allows for those contracting with the City to share in
the broad range of political expression opportunities enjoyed by other City employees.
A related amendment would also remove a 5 year debarment requirement that was a
consequence of political consultants violating the provision on concurrent City
contracting and political consulting work.

Note: The amendment language is shown in dashed underline and double
underline/strikethrough. The dashed line indicates language that is from the introduced version
of the bill and proposed to be reincorporated into the bill. The double underline/strikethrough
is new language proposed for the bill.

1. Amend the title of CB 121130 as follows:

. . ants)); addmga new
Section 4. 16 072 to the Seattle Mun|C|paI Code and amendmg Section 4.16.030 of the
Seattle Municipal Code.

2. Amend Section 1 of CB 121130 to reincorporate language from the introduced version in
subsection F as follows:
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Section 1. The City finds and declares:

F. Registered lobbyists must file reports pursuant to Chapter 2.06 SMC, which makes

their relationships with elected officials more publicly transparent than the elected officials’

unreported relationships with their political consultant(s). Given consultants’ access and

* 3k %

3. Amend Section 1 of CB 121130 to remove subsection G as follows:

Section 1. The City finds and declares:

4. Amend Section 3 of CB 121130 to reincorporate deleted language in subsection A and
reincorporate the introduced versions of 4.16.072.B (with differences noted with double
underlining), 4.16.072.C, 4.16.072.E, 4.16.072.H, and 4.16.072.1 that are renumbered as follows:

Section 3. A new Section 4.16.072 is added to the Seattle Municipal Code as follows:
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4.16.072 Political consultants

A. The purpose of this Section 4.16.072 is to prevent conflicts of interest and enhance

transparency by prohibiting political consultants from engaging in certain activities and

Page 3 of 6



Lauren Henry

Full Council
December 16, 2025
D1

5. Amend Section 3 of CB 121130 to amend Section 4.16.072.B as follows:
Section 3. A new Section 4.16.072 is added to the Seattle Municipal Code as follows:
4.16.072 Political consultants

* 3k %k

G((8)). A political consultant shall not((:))

with-the-City without reporting as required by this Section 4.16.072 ((=e%)).
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6. Amend Section 3 of CB 121130 to remove Section 4.16.072.E.2 as follows:

Section 3. A new Section 4.16.072 is added to the Seattle Municipal Code as follows:

4.16.072 Political consultants

J((£)). In addition to other enforcement provisions in this Chapter 4.16((:))

((%)) A contract with the City that is in violation of this Section 4.16.072 is void.
Upon determination by the Executive Director that such a contract is void, the Executive
Director is authorized to pursue collection of payments made by the City related to the

contract.
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7. Amend CB 121130 to renumber each subsection for sequential consistency as needed.
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