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August 4, 2025City Council Meeting Minutes

A.  CALL TO ORDER

The City Council of The City of Seattle met in special session in the Council 

Chamber in City Hall in Seattle, Washington, on August 4, 2025, pursuant 

to the provisions of the City Charter. The meeting was called to order at 

2:01 p.m., with Council President Nelson presiding.

B.  ROLL CALL

Nelson, Hollingsworth, Juarez, Rinck, Saka, Solomon, StraussPresent: 7 - 

Kettle, RiveraLate Arrival: 2 - 

Councilmember Kettle joined the meeting at 2:02 p.m.

Councilmember Rivera joined the meeting at 2:05 p.m.

C.  PUBLIC COMMENT

The following individuals addressed the Council:

Alex Tsimerman

Jordan Crawley

Luzmila Freese

Hali Willis

D.  APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

By unanimous consent, the Agenda was adopted.

E.  COMMITTEE REPORTS

CITY COUNCIL:
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1. CB 121013 AN ORDINANCE relating to floodplains; ninth extension of interim 

regulations established by Ordinance 126113, and as amended by 

Ordinance 126536, for an additional six months, to allow 

individuals to rely on updated National Flood Insurance Rate 

Maps to obtain flood insurance through the Federal Emergency 

Management Agency’s Flood Insurance Program.

ACTION 1:

Motion was made by Council President Nelson and duly seconded to pass 

Council Bill 121013.

ACTION 2:

By unanimous consent, the Council Rules were suspended to allow 

consideration of an amendment to Council Bill 121013.

ACTION 3:

Motion was made by Councilmember Strauss and duly seconded to 

amend Section 3 of Council Bill 121013 as shown in the underlined and 

strike through language below:

Section 3. This ordinance shall take effect as provided by Seattle Municipal 

Code Sections 1.04.020 and 1.04.070. This ordinance, which is not 

subject to referendum, shall take effect: immediately after its approval by 

the Mayor; immediately after its unsigned return by the Mayor; if the Mayor 

disapproves it and the Council upon reconsideration passes it again, 

immediately after that passage; or, if not returned by the Mayor within ten 

days after presentation, 15 days after its passage by the City Council.

The motion carried by the following vote:

In favor: 9 - Hollingsworth, Juarez, Kettle, Nelson, Rinck, Rivera, Saka, 

Solomon, Strauss

Opposed: None

ACTION 4:

The public hearing on Council Bill 121013 opened at 2:17 p.m.

The following speaker addressed the Council:

Alex Tsimerman

The public hearing closed at 2:19 p.m.

The Council Bill (CB) was passed as amended by the following 

vote, and the President signed the Council Bill (CB):
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In Favor: Nelson, Hollingsworth, Juarez, Kettle, Rinck, Rivera, Saka, 

Solomon, Strauss

9 - 

Opposed: None

SELECT BUDGET COMMITTEE:
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2. CB 121028 AN ORDINANCE relating to the business and occupation tax; 

requesting that a special election be held concurrent with the 

November 4, 2025 general election for submission to the qualified 

electors of the City a proposition to lift the limit on business and 

occupation tax rates under RCW 35.21.711, authorize the City to 

levy additional taxes for the purposes of providing housing, 

human services, workforce, and small business support, increase 

the business and occupation tax threshold, create a business 

and occupation tax standard deduction, create offsetting credits 

for certain eligible businesses, and revise the business license 

tax consistent with changes to the business and occupation tax; 

adding a new Section 5.45.105 to the Seattle Municipal Code; 

amending Sections 5.45.050, 5.45.100, 5.55.030, and 5.55.040 of 

the Seattle Municipal Code; proposing a ballot title; and ratifying 

and confirming certain prior acts.

The Committee recommends that City Council pass as amended 

the Council Bill (CB).

In Favor: 8 - Strauss, Rivera, Hollingsworth, Juarez, Nelson, 

Rinck, Saka, Solomon

Opposed: None

ACTION 1:

Motion was made by Councilmember Rivera and duly seconded to amend 

Council Bill 121028, Section 7, subsection 7.B, as shown in the underlined 

and strike through language below:

B. The proceeds shall be used:

1. For the business and occupation tax threshold lift and deduction for small 

businesses. 

2. To pay for programs or activities that receive City General Fund or 

JumpStart Payroll Expense Tax Fund (JumpStart Fund) appropriations as 

of the effective date of this ordinance, in the following program areas:

a. Food access;

b. Gender-based violence;

c. Small business supports, including but not limited to storefront repairs 

and Business Improvement Areas;

d. Emergency shelter;

e. Homelessness prevention;

f. Support for workers’ rights and protections;

g. Public health;

h. Workforce development and job readiness training; and,

i. Arts and culture. ; and

j. Immigrant and refugee services, including but not limited to legal 

assistance and representation.
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The motion carried by the following vote:

In favor: 8 - Hollingsworth, Juarez, Nelson, Rinck, Rivera, Saka, Solomon, 

Strauss

Opposed: 1 - Kettle

ACTION 2:

Motion was made by Councilmember Rivera and duly seconded to amend 

the title of Council Bill 121028 as shown in the underlined language below:

AN ORDINANCE relating to the business and occupation tax; requesting 

that a special election be held concurrent with the November 4, 2025 

general election for submission to the qualified electors of the City a 

proposition to lift the limit on business and occupation tax rates under RCW 

35.21.711, authorize the City to levy additional taxes for the purposes of 

providing housing, human services, workforce, and small business support, 

increase the business and occupation tax threshold, create a business and 

occupation tax standard deduction, create offsetting credits for certain 

eligible businesses, and revise the business license tax consistent with 

changes to the business and occupation tax; adding a new Section 

5.45.105 to the Seattle Municipal Code; amending Sections 5.45.050, 

5.45.100, 5.55.030, and 5.55.040 of the Seattle Municipal Code; 

proposing a ballot title; and ratifying and confirming certain prior acts.

The motion carried by the following vote:

In favor: 9 - Hollingsworth, Juarez, Kettle, Nelson, Rinck, Rivera, Saka, 

Solomon, Strauss

Opposed: None

ACTION 3:

Motion was made by Councilmember Strauss and duly seconded to 

amend Council Bill 121028 as shown in Attachment 1 to the Minutes.

The motion failed by the following vote:

In favor: 3 - Saka, Solomon, Strauss

Opposed: 6 - Hollingsworth, Juarez, Kettle, Nelson, Rinck, Rivera

The Council Bill (CB) was passed as amended by the following 

vote, and the President signed the Council Bill (CB):

In Favor: Nelson, Hollingsworth, Juarez, Kettle, Rinck, Rivera, Saka, 

Solomon, Strauss

9 - 

Opposed: None
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F.  OTHER BUSINESS

There was none.

G.  ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting 

was adjourned at 3:28 p.m.

_____________________________________________________

Phillip Wood-Smith, Deputy City Clerk

Signed by me in Open Session, upon approval of the Council, on August 12, 2025.

_____________________________________________________

Sara Nelson, Council President of the City Council

Attachment: Att 1 – Action 3 of CB 121028
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