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20 metro areas are home to six-in-ten
unauthorized immigrants in U.S.

BY JEFFREY S. PASSEL (HTTP://WWW.PEWRESEARCH.ORG/STAFF/JEFFREY-S-PASSEL/) AND D’'VERA COHN
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20 metropolitan areas with the largest number of unauthorized immigrants
2014 estimates
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(http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2017/02/09 /us-metro-areas-unauthorized-immigrants/ft_17-o1-
31_unauthorizedmetros_map/) Most of the United States’ 11.1 million unauthorized immigrants live in just 20 major

metropolitan areas, with the largest populations in New York, Los Angeles and Houston, according to new Pew

Research Center estimates based on government data.

http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2017/02/09/us-metro-areas-unauthorized-immigrants/
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The analysis shows that the nation’s unauthorized immigrant population is highly concentrated, more so than the U.S.
population overall. In 2014, the 20 metro areas with most unauthorized immigrants were home to 6.8 million of them, or
61% of the estimated nationwide total. By contrast, only 36% of the total U.S. population lived in those metro areas.

But the analysis also shows that unauthorized immigrants tend to live where other immigrants live. Among lawful
immigrants — including naturalized citizens and noncitizens — 65% lived in those top metros.

By far the biggest unauthorized immigrant populations were in the New York and Los Angeles metro areas (1.2
million and 1 million, respectively). No other metro area approached a million. Among the top 20 areas, the smallest
unauthorized immigrant populations included Orlando (110,000) and Austin (100,000).

Metro areas with the most unauthorized immigrants

2014 estimates

1. New York-Mewark-Jersey City, NY-NJ-PA 1,150,000
2. Los Angeles-Long Beach-Anaheim, CA 1,000,000
3. Houston-The Woodlands-Sugar Land, TX 575,000
4, Dallas-Fort Warth-Arlington, TX 475,000
5. Miami-Fort Lauderdale-West Palm Beach, FL 450,000
6. Chicago-Napervlle-Elgin, IL-IN-WI 425 000
7. Washington-arington-alexandria, DC-VA-MD-WY 400,000
#, Atlanta-Sandy Springs-Roswell, GA 250,000
9, Riverside-San Bernardino-Ontario, CA 250,000
10, Phoenix-Mesa-Scottsdale, AZ 250,000
11. San Francisco-Oakland-Hayward, CA 240,000
12, Boston-Cambridge-Newton, MA-NH 180,000
13, San Diego-Carlsbad, CA 170,000
14. Las Vegas-Hendersan-Paradise, NV 170,000
15. Philadelphia-Camden-Wilmington, PA-NJ-DE-MD 160,000
16, Seattle-Tacoma-Bellevue, WA 150,000
17. Denver-furora-Lakewood, CO 130,000
18, San Jose-Sunnyvale-Santa Clara, CA 120,000
15, Orlande-Kissimmee-Sanford, FL 110,000
20, Awustin-Round Rock, TX 100,000

only New Yark, Los Angeles, Houston, Washington and San

 area ranked Immeadiately below. Metro areas defined

Community Survey (IFUMS
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(http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2017/02/09 /us-metro-areas-unauthorized-immigrants/ft_17-o01-
31_unauthorizedmetros_table/) Five of the 20 metros with the largest unauthorized immigrant populations are in
California: Los Angeles, Riverside-San Bernardino, San Francisco, San Diego and San Jose. Three — Houston, Dallas-
Fort Worth and Austin — are in Texas.

http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2017/02/09/us-metro-areas-unauthorized-immigrants/
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Some of these areas could be affected by the Trump administration’s promise to take action against localities that do not
cooperate with federal officials in identifying unauthorized immigrants. The president’s executive order promises to cut
federal funds to these “sanctuary jurisdictions.” (https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2017/01/25/presidential-
executive-order-enhancing-public-safety-interior-united) Mayors in several big cities

(http: //www.usatoday.com/story/news/2017/01/25/big-us-city-mayors-vow-defy-trump-sanctuary-cities-order/97066272/) have
said they will not comply with the order.

The top 20 metropolitan areas for unauthorized immigrants have been remarkably consistent over the past decade,
according to the Center’s analysis. Nineteen of the 20 top metropolitan destinations for unauthorized immigrants in

2014 ranked among the top 20 each year over the previous decade.

The Census Bureau dataset used for this analysis does not separate cities from the larger metro areas that contain them
(https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/sites/default/files/omb/bulletins/2013/b-13-01.pdf) in all cases. But such a distinction
is possible for 11 of the top 20 metro areas. Within those areas, the cities with the largest unauthorized immigrant
populations include New York City, with an estimated 525,000 unauthorized immigrants; Los Angeles, with an
estimated 375,000; and Chicago, with an estimated 140,000. Other cities with available data are Miami (55,000),
Denver (55,000), Philadelphia (50,000), Boston (35,000), San Francisco (35,000), Washington, D.C., (25,000) and
Seattle (20,000).

Among the top 20 metro areas, only one city for which data were available — Phoenix — was home to a majority of the
unauthorized immigrants in that metropolitan area, with about 140,000 out of a total 250,000. In the others, most of the
unauthorized immigrants living in the metro area lived outside the borders of the largest city.

The Center’s analysis relies on augmented data from the Census Bureau’s American Community Survey, using the same
residual method (http://www.pewhispanic.org/2016,/09/20/methodology-10/) as its previous reports
(http://www.pewresearch.org/topics/unauthorized-immigration/) on unauthorized immigrants. Unauthorized immigrants

include people who either crossed the border illegally or overstayed their visas.

Because these estimates are from a sample, they have margins of error, so some apparent differences in unauthorized
immigrant populations between metros or cities may not actually be significantly different. In 150 of the 155 metro
areas analyzed, individual metro areas do not differ in rank from those immediately below them. The metro areas that do
differ in rank from those immediately below them are New York, Los Angeles, Houston, Washington and San Francisco.

Nationally, unauthorized immigrants made up 3.5% of the total population in 2014. The Philadelphia metro area is the
only one of the top 20 metropolitan areas for unauthorized immigrants that had a lower share, the Boston metro area had
aroughly equal share and the rest had a higher share than that, including 8.7% in the Houston metro and 8% in the Las

Vegas metro.

Unauthorized immigrants account for about one-in-four foreign-born U.S. residents. They make up a somewhat higher
share of immigrants in the Houston (37%), Dallas (37%), Atlanta (33%), Phoenix (37%), Las Vegas (35%), Denver (37%)
and Austin (34%) metro areas. They make up a somewhat lower share of all immigrants in the New York (19%), Miami
(18%), San Francisco (17%) and San Jose (17%) metro areas.

Note: A complete table based on data for the 155 metropolitan areas in the dataset that had foreign-born populations
of at least 20,000 people — enough to provide a reliable estimate — can be found here

(http://www.pewhispanic.org /2017/02/13/estimates-of-unauthorized-immigrant-population-by-metro-area-2014/) and in

this Excel sheet (http://assets.pewresearch.org/wp-
content/uploads/sites/12/2017/02/09111234/Top20_and_AllUSMetroAreas_2014_ for_distribution.xlsx) . The Center’s
methodology for estimating unauthorized immigrant populations can be found here

(http://www.pewhispanic.org /2016 /09/20/methodology-10/) .
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For an interactive graphic showing unauthorized immigrant population estimates and trends for the U.S., states and
countries of birth, click here (http://www.pewhispanic.org /interactives/unauthorized-trends/) .
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