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Statutory Guidance Methodology Projects Maximum Defensible Fee Rates Around State

S E A T T L E  I M P A C T  F E E  S T U D Y

Statutory Guidance
 One-time charges paid by new 

development authorized by the 1990 
GMA

 Funds improvements that add 
capacity to the transportation network, 
but not for existing deficiencies

 Must be used within 10 years on public 
right of way 

 Projects must be in the capital 
facilities element of a comprehensive 
plan
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Cost 
Allocation 
Methodology

Portion of Projects 
Addressing Existing 

Deficiencies

Portion of Projects 
Accommodating 
Non-City Growth

Divide by Growth 
in Trips to Get 
Cost Per Trip

Eligible Projects

Portion of Projects 
Addressing 

Growth

Portion of Projects 
Accommodating 

City Growth
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Projects

Eligible Projects

Sources:

 Bicycle Master Plan 

 Transit Master Plan

 Freight Master Plan

 Pedestrian Master Plan

 Move Seattle Plan

 Capital Improvement Program 
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Maximum 
Defensible Fee 
Calculation

Eligible Impact Fee Costs
$1.07 B

Eligible Project List
$1.67 B

Future Growth
$1.426 B

Inside City Growth
$1.07 B

Other Funds Needed
$601 M

Outside City Growth
$354 M

Existing Deficiency
$246 M

1

3 2

5 4

6 7

Results in a maximum 
defensible fee of 
$12,598/PM peak hour 
trip
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Madison BRT
 $144M estimated project 

cost

 $102M in eligible costs 
recognizing benefits to 
capacity (bus lanes, signal 
improvements, ped & 
bike facilities)

 Ineligible components 
include non-capacity 
elements, such as 
pavement rehabilitation
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Accessible 
Mount Baker
 $3.9M estimated project cost

 $2.9M in eligible costs 
recognizing benefits to 
capacity (wider sidewalks, 
improved crossings)

 Ineligible components include 
rebuilding sidewalks, project 
elements that are safety or 
aesthetic only
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Maximum Defensible Fee

East Marginal Way 
Heavy Haul
 $64M estimated project cost

 $28.6M in eligible costs recognizing 
benefits to capacity (bike lanes, new 
roadway to heavy haul standards, 
transit stop amenities)

 Ineligible components include 
rebuild of facilities, safety 
treatments,
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Draft Fee 
Schedule
 Translates “cost per trip” to actual 

land uses

 Basis is PM peak hour person trip 
generation

 City Council can define land uses

 Adjustments recommend for 
Urban Centers, Urban Villages, 
and areas near light rail to account 
for lower drive alone percentages



S E A T T L E  I M P A C T  F E E  S T U D Y

Statutory Guidance Methodology Projects Maximum Defensible Fee Rates Around the State

Variations in 
Fees by Area 
 Fees could vary by area of the city 

in recognition of how transportation 
impacts are different

 Urban Centers, Urban Villages, and 
areas nearby rail generate fewer 
auto trips, given greater densities 
and transit availability
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Rates By Peer Cities
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