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Purpose of Legislation

To authorize Seattle Public Utilities to acquire, by 
negotiation or eminent domain, 10 permanent easements and 
18 temporary easements along Fauntleroy Creek, required to 
construct the 45th Ave SW Culvert Replacement Project.
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• Two projects to replace failing 
culverts that are fish blockages

• Will replace with fish passable 
culverts
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Projects Overview

Spawning salmon in Fauntleroy Creek 
(photo courtesy of Whitney F.)
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Fauntleroy Creek Context

Spawning salmon in Fauntleroy Creek 
(photo courtesy of Whitney F.)
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California Culvert Emergency Project 
Schedule + Risks

• Implementing Emergency Project 
to line the pipe September 2025 

• Permanent solution planned for 
construction initiation in 2028 

Fauntleroy 
Church

Hall at 
Fauntleroy

Parking lot

Existing culvert
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45th Ave SW Culvert Project Purpose

Top of pipe is 
collapsing

Fractures

Soil entering 
through defects
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45th Ave SW Culvert Project Schedule
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Final Design

NOW

Early Works Ad

Dec 2025

Culvert 
Replacement 

Ad

Feb 2026

Early Works 
Notice to 
Proceed

Apr 2026

Early Works 
Completion

Sept 2026

Culvert 
Replacement 
Construction 

Initiation

Sept 2026

Community Outreach
2019 - Ongoing
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45th Ave SW Culvert Replacement Benefits
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• Restore fish passage & improve 
habitat

• Supports Tribal Treaty rights and 
SPU’s commitment to racial and 
social justice

• Enhance Community connection 
with Fauntleroy Creek Watershed

• Provide safer working conditions for 
SPU’s maintenance crews



Seattle Public Utilities

45th Ave SW Culvert Replacement Project
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2-foot pipe 
replaced with 
14-foot wide 

culvert
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Parcels & Project Site
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New Culvert 
(black)

Temporary 
easements 
(blue)

Permanent 
easements 
(green)

Temporary 
easements for 
contractor 
parking and job 
trailer

Easements for 
potential parking
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Parcels & Project Site
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for potential 
parking
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Permanent 
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Property Acquisition Timeline

• Project plan includes acquiring 10 permanent and 18 
temporary easements through negotiations.

• If negotiations fail, SPU will acquire the rights through 
eminent domain by filing a condemnation petition, 
authorized by City Council.

• Preparing for Condemnation & Appeal, which would delay 
start of construction for the full culvert.

Easement 
Ordinance

Sept 2025

Possession and Use

Oct 2025

Condemnation 
Decision

Nov 2025

Condemnation 
Appeal

Aug-Nov 2026

Culvert 
Replacement 
Construction 

initiation

Nov 2027
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Questions?

13



Seattle Public Utilities

Benefits & Impacts of Legislation
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45th Ave SW Landing Area
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Maps & Photos of Parcels and Project Site
[2 slides]
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Maps & Photos of Parcels and Project Site
[2 slides]
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Maps & Photos of Parcels and Project Site
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Maps & Photos of Parcels and Project Site
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Outreach during Design Phase
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