Lish Whitson

Select Committee on the Comprehensive Plan
September 24, 2025

D#la

Amendment 68 Version 1 to CB 120993 OPCD Permanent State Zoning Compliance ORD
Sponsor: Councilmember Hollingsworth
Co-Sponsor: Councilmember Saka

Development Standard Waivers for Conversions

Effect: This amendment would authorize the SDCI Director to waive certain development
standards for residential conversions in NR zones.

Amend Section 30 of Council Bill 120993, to amend Section 23.44.040 of the Seattle Municipal
Code (SMC), as follows:

Section 30. A new Chapter 23.44 is added to the Seattle Municipal Code as follows:

Chapter 23.44 NEIGHBORHOOD RESIDENTIAL
—_—
23.44.040 General provisions

A. An exception from one specific standard does not relieve the applicant from
compliance with any other standard.

B. Any structure occupied by a permitted principal use other than residential use may
be converted to residential use even if the structure does not conform to the development
standards for residential uses in the Neighborhood Residential zone.

C. Assisted living facilities, congregate residences, and structures containing ground
floor commercial uses shall meet the development standards for stacked dwelling units unless

otherwise specified.
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D. If more than one category of residential use is located on a lot, and if different
development standards apply to the different categories of use, then each category's percentage
of the total limit imposed by the development standard shall be calculated based on each
category's percentage of total structure footprint area as follows:

1. Calculate the footprint, in square feet, for each category of residential use.
For purposes of this calculation, "footprint™ is defined as the horizontal area enclosed by the
exterior walls of the structure.

2. Calculate the total square feet of the footprint of all categories of residential
uses on the lot.

3. Divide the square footage of the footprint for each category of residential
structure in subsection 23.44.040.D.1 by the total square feet of the footprint of all residential
uses in subsection 23.44.040.D.2.

4. Multiply the percentage calculated in subsection 23.44.040.D.3 for each
housing category by the area of the lot. The result is the area of the lot devoted to each housing
category.

5. The total limit for each category of residential use is the applicable limit for
that use multiplied by the percentage calculated in subsection 23.44.040.D.4.

E. As a Type | decision, the Director may waive or modify the standards of Sections

23.44.110, 23.44.130, 23.44.140, and 23.44.160 for the conversion of a residential structure

within a development from one dwelling unit to two or more dwelling units. For the purposes
of this subsection 23.44.040.E, conversion means keeping an existing residential structure

intact without the addition of interior floor area.
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Note: Multiple amendments may amend the same sections or subsections. Following
Committee action on all amendments, Central Staff will reconcile language and renumber and
re-letter sections and subsections as needed in the amended bill.



