
Transportation Levy Proposal 

Issue Identification 

 
 

Calvin Chow      Peter Lindsay      Dan Eder 

Council Central Staff 

Select Committee on Transportation Funding 
Seattle City Council 
May 29, 2015 

Slide 1/17 



Transportation Funding 
2015 Revenue Sources 

Bond Proceeds 
(UTGO, Seawall) 

Grants 

Property 
Sales 

Cumulative 
Reserve 

Fund 

Fund 
Balance 

Bridging the Gap 
24% 

$44 million 

General Fund 
22% 

Commercial Parking Tax 
21% 

Charges for Service 
16% 

Vehicle Fuel Tax - 7% 

School Zone Cameras - 5% 
STBD - 4% 

On-Going 
Revenues 
$182 million 

$429 million 
2015 SDOT Budget 

On-Going Revenues 
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Cost to Property Owners 
Bridging the Gap 

(2015) 

Move Seattle 
(2016) 

Revenue $44 million $95 million 

Tax Rate $0.302 per $1,000 AV $0.616 per $1,000 AV 

Typical Bill  
($450,000 Home) 

$136 $277 

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

M
ill

io
n

s 

Transportation Levy Revenues 
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$365 million 

$930 million 



General Subfund 
Support 

General Subfund 
to SDOT 

% of Total 
General Subfund 

2007 $43,002,500  5.5% 

2008 $48,945,587  5.8% 

2009 $41,760,449  4.8% 

2010 $38,641,232  4.3% 

2011 $38,913,576  4.3% 

2012 $37,635,725  4.1% 

2013 $36,701,168  3.9% 

2014 $41,253,066  4.1% 

2015 $40,576,723  3.9% 
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Measuring Performance 
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Bridging the Gap 

• Not less than 67% for Maintenance 

• Not less than 18% for Bicycle, 
Pedestrian and Safety Programs 

• No more than 15% for Enhanced 
Transit Service 

• Not less than $1.5 million annually for 
Neighborhood Street Fund projects 

Move Seattle 

• No specific restrictions in legislation 

• Governed by future budget action 

• Spending Breakdown shows 
anticipated deliverables 
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Dept Management Urban Forestry

Bridges/Structures Mobility-Operations

Operating BCLs 

Capital BCLs 

Anticipated Levy Spending 
Bridging the Gap 

(2015) 
Move Seattle 

(2016) 

Operating BCLs $13,972,728 $13,653,100 

Capital BCLs $32,215,012 $81,256,000 

Total $46,187,740 $94,909,100 
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Major Maintenance/Replacement Mobility-Capital



Bridging the Gap 
(2015) 

Move Seattle 
(2016) 

 

Vision Zero 
• Safety Corridors 
• Safe Routes to Schools 
• Signs and Markings 
• Transportation Operations 

 
Total Nine Year Spending: 

$71 million 
Percent of Total Levy: 

8 % 

 

Pedestrian 
and Bicycle 
Safety 

 
• Bike Lanes and Greenways 
• Sidewalk Repair 
• Curb Ramps and Crossings 

 
Total Nine Year Spending: 

$110 million 
Percent of Total Levy: 

12 % 

 

Bridges and 
Structures 

 
• Bridge Maintenance 
• Seismic Improvements 
• Bridge Replacement Planning 

 
Total Nine Year Spending: 

$140 million 
Percent of Total Levy: 

15 % 
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Safe City – First Year Spending 

$5,682,357 

$5,866,899 

$2,581,794 

$7,366,000 

$12,050,000 

$10,019,000 
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Bridging the Gap 
(2015) 

Move Seattle 
(2016) 

 
 

Maintain 
Streets 

 
 
 
 

• Arterial Paving 
• Paving Spot Improvements 

 
 
 
 

Total Nine Year Spending: 
$250 million 

 
Percent of Total Levy: 

27 % 
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Affordable City – First Year Spending 

$8,771,811 $27,000,000 
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Bridging the Gap 
(2015) 

Move Seattle 
(2016) 

 
 

Corridor 
Mobility 

 
 

• Multimodal Corridor 
Reconstruction 

• Traffic Signal Timing  

• Intelligent Transportation 
Systems 

• Transit Corridor Improvements 
 
 

Total Nine Year Spending: 
$169 million 

 
Percent of Total Levy: 

18 % 
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Interconnected City – First Year Spending (1/2) 

$11,539,545 $24,075,000 
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Bridging the Gap 
(2015) 

Move Seattle 
(2016) 

 

Light Rail 
Partnerships 

 
• Graham St Station 
• Northgate Pedestrian Bridge 
• Accessible Mt Baker 

 
Total Nine Year Spending: 

$27 million 
Percent of Total Levy: 

3 % 

 

Pedestrian 
and Bicycle 

• New Sidewalks 
• Broadview Pedestrian 

Improvements 
• Bicycle Parking 

 
Total Nine Year Spending: 

$68 million 
Percent of Total Levy: 

7 % 
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Interconnected City – First Year Spending (2/2) 

No Funding 

$2,663,650 

$3,000,000 

$4,450,000 
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Bridging the Gap 
(2015) 

Move Seattle 
(2016) 

 

Freight 
Mobility 

 
• Lander St Overpass 
• East Marginal Way 
• Freight Spot Improvements 

 
Total Nine Year Spending: 

$39 million 
Percent of Total Levy: 

4 % 

 

Neighborhood 
Projects 

 
• Neighborhood Street Fund 
• Neighborhood Large Projects 

 
 

Total Nine Year Spending: 
$26 million 

Percent of Total Levy: 
3 % 

 

Urban Forest 
and Drainage 

 
• Tree Trimming (additional crew) 
• Tree Planting (replace 2 for 1) 
• South Park Drainage Partnership 

 
Total Nine Year Spending: 

$30 million 
Percent of Total Levy: 

3 % 
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Vibrant City – First Year Spending 

No Funding 

$2,797,378 

$1,521,988 

$1,500,000 

$2,899,100 

$2,550,000 
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Levy Category 
BTG Levy 

(2015) 

First Year Levy 
(2016) 

Total Levy 
(2016-2024) 

% of  
Total Levy 

Safe City         

Vision Zero $5,682,357 $7,366,000 $71 million 8% 

Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety $5,866,899 $12,050,000 $110 million 12% 

Bridges and Structures $2,581,794 $10,019,000 $140 million 15% 

Affordable City         

Maintain Streets $8,771,811 $27,000,000 $250 million 27% 

Interconnected City         

Corridor Mobility  $11,539,545  $24,075,000 $169 million 18% 

Light Rail Partnerships -- $3,000,000 $27 million 3% 

Pedestrian and Bicycle  $2,663,650  $4,450,000 $68 million 7% 

Vibrant City         

Freight Mobility -- $1,500,000 $39 million 4% 

Neighborhood Projects $2,797,378 $2,899,100 $26 million 3% 

Urban Forestry and Drainage $1,521,988 $2,550,000 $30 million 3% 

Other BTG Spending $4,762,318 -- -- -- 

Total $46,187,740 $94,909,100 $930 million   

Spending Summary 
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Modal Plan Investments 
Bicycle Master Plan 
• Build 50 miles of protected bike lanes 
• Build 60 miles of greenways 
• Install 1,500 bicycle parking spots 
• Burke-Gilman Trail missing link 

$81 million 

Pedestrian Master Plan 
• Build 150 blocks of new sidewalks 
• Repair 225 blocks of damaged sidewalks 
• Curb ramp and crossings at 750 intersections 

$113 million 

Transit Master Plan  
• Complete 7 transit plus multimodal corridors 
• Transit Spot Improvement Program 

$114 million 

Freight Master Plan (in development) 

• Partial funding for Lander grade separation 
• Partial funding for E Marginal Way 
• Freight Spot Improvement Program 

$39 million 
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Oversight Committee 

• City Council Transportation Committee Chair 
• City Budget Director 

• Pedestrian Advisory Board Representative 
• Bicycle Advisor Board Representative 
• Freight Board Representative 
• Transit Advisory Board Representative 

• Five (5) Council-appointed residents 
• Five (5) Mayor-appointed residents 

16 members 
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Spending Breakdown 

Example 1:  
Safe Routes to Schools 

Levy Funding $7 million 

Local Funding $33 million 

Total City Funding $40 million 

Leverage Funding $7 million 

Total $47 million 

Complete 9 to 12 projects per year 

Example 2: Arterial 
Roadway Maintenance 

Levy Funding $235 million 

Local Funding $16 million 

Total City Funding $251 million 

Leverage Funding $19 million 

Total $269 million 

Repave up to 180 lane-miles of arterial streets 

Slide 15/17 



Potential Issues 

1. Size of Levy 

2. Programs and Projects 

3. Spending Commitments 

4. Measuring Performance 

5. General Subfund Requirement 

6. Other issues? 
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Questions? 
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