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The City of Seattle 

Ordinance  

Council Bill  

An ordinance relating to the 2026 Federation Internationale de Football Association 

World Cup; authorizing the Mayor or the Mayor’s designee to execute an 

agreement between SeattleFWC26 and The City of Seattle; authorizing the 

Mayor or the Mayor’s designee to accept and authorize the expenditure of 

specified grants and to execute, deliver, and perform corresponding agreements; 

amending Ordinance 127362, which adopted the 2026 Budget, including the 

2026-2031 Capital Improvement Program (CIP); changing appropriations to 

various departments and budget control levels, and from various funds in the 

Budget; and ratifying and confirming certain prior acts. 

Recitals:  

The City of Seattle (City) will serve as a host city for the 2026 Federation Internationale 

de Football Association (FIFA) World Cup for six matches. 

The City entered into a Host City Agreement with FIFA in 2018 as a requirement of the 

bid process. 

The Seattle International Soccer Hosting Local Organizing Committee (SeattleFWC26) 

was established in 2022 at FIFA’s request to coordinate the 2026 FIFA World 

Cup in Seattle, jointly perform the obligations of the Host City Agreement with the 

City, and ensure a successful and memorable tournament. 
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In 2023, the City and SeattleFWC26 entered into a Mutual Support and Collaboration 

Agreement in Ordinance 126881, under which SeattleFWC26 agreed to 

indemnify the City for claims relating to the 2026 FIFA World Cup and to 

reimburse the City for certain costs associated with hosting the tournament 

pursuant to a separate written agreement. 

The City and SeattleFWC26 seek to enter into an agreement (Contribution Agreement) 

under which SeattleFWC26 will contribute funding to support the City’s fulfillment 

of its obligations under the Host City Agreement. 

While the City’s 2025 Amended Budget and 2026 Adopted Budget includes $13.8 

million in operational and capital appropriations for event preparation 

expenditures to various departments, including Seattle Center, Seattle 

Department of Transportation, Seattle Fire Department, Seattle Parks and 

Recreation, and Seattle Police Department, additional resources are required to 

ensure a safe and successful event. 

SeattleFWC26 as the local organizing committee responsible for planning, managing, 

and executing the 2026 FIFA World Cup games taking place in Seattle, will 

administer federal and state pass-through funding for reimbursement of fees and 

costs associated with safety and security services for the event through the FIFA 

World Cup 2026 Grant Program (“FWCGP”) for critical public safety-related 

activities administered by Seattle Police Department, Seattle Fire Department, 

Seattle Department of Transportation, Community Assisted Response and 

Engagement, Seattle Department of Information Technology, Seattle Center, and 

the Office of Emergency Management. Therefore, 
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Be it ordained by The City of Seattle as follows: 

Section 1. The Mayor, or the Mayor’s designee, is authorized to execute, for and 

on behalf of the City, the agreement with SeattleFWC26 entitled “Contribution 

Agreement” attached to this ordinance as Attachment 1.  

Section 2. For each item in the following table, the Mayor or the Mayor’s 

designee is authorized to accept non-City funding from the listed sources below; and to 

execute, deliver, and perform, on behalf of the City, agreements for the purposes 

described. The funding, when received, shall be deposited in the receiving fund 

identified to support, or as reimbursement for, either the appropriations set forth in 

Section 3 of this ordinance or existing appropriations in the receiving department. 

Item  Department  Source  Purpose  Fund  Accept ($)  
2.1  Seattle Police 

Department  
SeattleFWC26  Event 

deployment; 
planning; 
training and 
travel; 
equipment; 
trainings and 
exercises 

General Fund 
(00100) 

8,564,724 

2.2  Seattle Fire 
Department  

SeattleFWC26  Event 
deployment; 
planning; 
supplies and 
equipment; 
trainings and 
exercises 

General Fund 
(00100) 

4,090,827 

2.3  Seattle Department of 
Transportation  

SeattleFWC26  Incident 
Management 
Team; 
operational 
surge 
staffing; 
pedestrian 
safety 
measures; 
equipment 

Transportation 
Fund (13000) 

938,069 
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Item  Department  Source  Purpose  Fund  Accept ($)  
2.4  Seattle Information 

Technology Department 
SeattleFWC26  Pre-event 

assessments 
and testing; 
monitoring 
and training; 
GIS data 
work 

Information 
Technology 
Fund (50410) 
 

 
 

697,702 

2.5  Seattle Center SeattleFWC26  Unified 
Command 
Post staffing; 
surge 
staffing 
Campus and 
Waterfront; 
barriers 

Seattle Center 
Fund (11410) 

434,522 

2.6  Community Assisted 
Response and 
Engagement 

SeattleFWC26  Staffing; 
supplies; 
equipment 

General Fund 
(00100) 

237,699 

2.7  Executive (Office of 
Emergency 
Management)  

SeattleFWC26  Staffing and 
catering for 
Unified 
Command 
Post 

General Fund 
(00100) 

30,870 

2.8 Seattle Police 
Department  

Washington 
State Military 
Department 
and United 
States 
Department of 
Homeland 
Security  

Increase 
capacity to 
identify and 
mitigate 
aerial drone 
threats 
during event 

General Fund 
(00100) 

2,084,569 

2.9 Finance General SeattleFWC26 Contribution 
Agreement 

General Fund 
(00100) 

1,000,000 

Section 3. Contingent upon the execution of contractual and grant agreements 

and receipt of the funds authorized in Sections 1 and 2 of this ordinance, the 

appropriations in the 2026 Budget for the following items are increased by a total of 

$18,076,982 from the funds shown, as follows:  
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Item  Department  Fund  Budget Summary 
Level/BCL Code  

Amount ($)  

3.1 Seattle Police 
Department  

General Fund 
(00100)  

Special Operations 
(BO-SP-P3400)  

10,649,293 

3.2  Seattle Fire 
Department  

General Fund 
(00100)  

Operations (BO-FD-
F3000)  

4,090,827 

3.3  Seattle Department of 
Transportation  

Transportation 
Fund (13000)  

ROW Management 
(BO-TR-17004)  

938,069 

3.4  Seattle Department of 
Information 
Technology  

Information 
Technology 
Fund (50410)  

Digital Security & Risk 
(BO-IT-D0500)  

475,841 

3.5 Seattle Department of 
Information 
Technology  

Information 
Technology 
Fund (50410)  

Applications (BO-IT-
D0600) 

221,861 

3.5  Seattle Center  Seattle Center 
Fund (11410)  

Campus (BO-SC-
60000)  

432,522 

3.6  Community Assisted 
Response and 
Engagement  

General Fund 
(00100)  

911 Call Response 
(BO-CS-10000) 

237,699 

3.7  Executive (Office of 
Emergency 
Management)  

General Fund 
(00100)  

Office of Emergency 
Management (BO-EP-
10000)  

30,870 

3.8  Finance General General Fund 
(00100)  

General Purpose (BO-
FG-2QD00) 

1,000,000 

Unspent funds so appropriated shall carry forward to subsequent fiscal years 

until they are exhausted or abandoned by ordinance. Additionally, on December 31 

annually, for each appropriation in this section, if the remaining funds are $1.00 or less, 

that appropriation is abandoned.  

Section 4. Any act consistent with the authority of this ordinance taken after its 

passage and prior to its effective date is ratified and confirmed.  

Attachments: 

 Attachment 1 – Contribution Agreement with SeattleFWC26 
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This ordinance shall take effect as provided by Seattle Municipal Code Sections 

1.04.020 and 1.04.070.  

Passed by the City Council and signed in open session in authentication of its 

passage on . 

 

 President  of the City Council 

 on . 

 

 Katie B. Wilson, Mayor 

Attested on . 

 

 Scheereen Dedman, City Clerk 

Seal 
 

  

May 12, 2026

Approved May 14, 2026

May 14, 2026

https://seattlegov.na1.adobesign.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAAqDGj5RYoRumcWOTwNZixnMTu9HN_egQi
https://seattlegov.na1.adobesign.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAAqDGj5RYoRumcWOTwNZixnMTu9HN_egQi
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CONTRIBUTION AGREEMENT 

This Contribution Agreement (“Agreement”) is entered into as of [Date] (“Effective Date”) by 
and between the City of Seattle, a Washington municipal corporation (“Seattle” or the “City”), 
and Seattle International Soccer Local Organizing Committee, a Washington nonprofit corporation 
(“SeattleFWC26” or “LOC”). The City and SeattleFWC26 are sometimes referred to individually 
each as a “Party” and collectively as the “Parties.” 

RECITALS 

 WHEREAS, in 2018 Seattle entered into that certain Host City Agreement with the United 
States Soccer Federation (“USSF”) and Fédération Internationale de Football Association 
(“FIFA”) regarding participating in the hosting and staging of international soccer games as part 
of the FIFA World Cup 2026™ tournament (the “Host City Agreement”);  

 WHEREAS, in 2022, Seattle entered into that certain Addendum to the Host City 
Agreement with the USSF, FIFA and First and Goal, Inc. (the “Addendum”), which required 
formation of a local organizing committee entity “whose sole purpose [as specified in the 
Addendum] is to exercise the rights granted in the Rights Package Agreement (and collect and use 
all revenues associated therewith) and to perform the obligations of the Host City Authority under 
the Host City Agreement jointly with the Host City Authority” and changed the reference from 
Member Association to FIFA;   

 WHEREAS, the LOC is a non-profit corporation organized to participate in the hosting 
and staging of world class sporting events such as the FIFA World Cup 2026™ (the 
“Tournament”) and in contemplation of meeting Seattle’s obligations under the Host City 
Agreement as amended; 

WHEREAS, FIFA required the City and LOC to enter into that certain Joinder Agreement 
by which both Parties became parties to the Host City Agreement;  

WHEREAS, the City and LOC entered into the Mutual Support and Collaboration 
Agreement on October 18, 2023, to further define their respective roles, responsibilities, 
obligations, and allocation of liability with respect to the hosting and staging of games as part of 
the Tournament (the “MSCA”); 

WHEREAS, that MSCA contemplated future agreements specifying reimbursement or 
compensation to be paid by the LOC to the City for certain services;  

WHEREAS, the Parties intend for this Agreement to (1) define those services that the City 
will provide in connection with the Tournament (the “City Services,” and as further defined 
below); (2) memorialize the fact that SeattleFWC26 will be solely responsible for those obligations 
under the Host City Agreement except for those that constitute City Services under this Agreement, 
or services provided by the City related to safety and security during the Tournament that will be 
reimbursed pursuant to a separate agreed-upon process; and (3) set forth the LOC’s contribution 
toward the cost of the City Services; 

 NOW THEREFORE, for good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of 
which are hereby acknowledged, the Parties agree as follows: 
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AGREEMENT 

1. Definition of City Services.  For purposes of this Agreement, “City Services” shall include 
the following: 

 
a. Appointment and employment of a City of Seattle Director of World Cup 

Operations to assist with internal planning and coordination; and 
 

b. General City capital infrastructure upgrades or repairs in the city; and 
 

c. Review and planning time for permits in connection with the Tournament; and 
 

d. Enforcement of a Controlled Area (as defined by the Host City Agreement), 
enforcement against unpermitted vendors, and traffic management related to the 
Controlled Area surrounding Seattle Stadium (also known as Lumen Field); and 

 
e. General maintenance and operating of the City’s transportation infrastructure, 

including traffic control and traffic management outside of the Stadium; and  
 

f. Overall beautification efforts, including waste removal, street cleaning, graffiti 
cleanup, and related activities; and 

 
g. Planning time related to the above-listed City Services. 

 
The City reserves the right to determine the nature and extent for all City Services.   
 

2. SeattleFWC26 Responsibilities.  SeattleFWC26 shall be solely responsible for all 
obligations in the Host City Agreement except for (1) those that constitute City Services 
or (2) those safety and security services which will be provided by the Seattle Police 
Department (“SPD”), Seattle Fire Department (“SFD”), or the City’s Office of Emergency 
Management (“OEM”) and reimbursed pursuant to a separate agreed-upon process. 
 

3. Contribution. 
a. SeattleFWC26 Contribution.  The Parties acknowledge and agree that the City has 

an obligation to provide civic services the same as or similar to the City Services 
as part of its normal and ordinary duties as a city government, but that an event the 
magnitude of the Tournament presents a need for additional services beyond those 
provided in the ordinary course of operations.  In recognition of this need for 
additional services to support the Tournament and in full consideration of the City’s 
provision of the City Services, SeattleFWC26 shall pay to the City the sum of One 
Million Dollars ($1,000,000) (the “SeattleFWC26 Contribution”). 
 

b. Payment Due Date.  The SeattleFWC26 Contribution shall be made in two lump 
sum payments – $150,000 within 30 days of the Effective Date of this Agreement, 
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and the remaining $850,000 within 30 days of the final Tournament match taking 
place in Seattle.  
 

c. Exclusions.  The SeattleFWC26 Contribution does not include, and SeattleFWC26 
shall remain separately responsible for, payment or reimbursement of the following 
costs and expenses: 

 
i. All fees and costs associated with the review and issuance of one or more 

Special Event Permits and related permits, applications, or licenses by the 
City to SeattleFWC26 or FIFA in connection with the Tournament; 
 

ii. Any City services or activities specifically requested by SeattleFWC26 or 
 FIFA, subject to Section 3(d) below. 

 
d. Safety and Security Costs.  The Parties acknowledge and agree that various 

safety and security services related to the Tournament will be provided by the 
Seattle Police Department, Seattle Fire Department, Seattle Office of 
Emergency Management and other City personnel.  The Parties acknowledge 
and agree that the fees and costs associated with such services will be paid for 
through a combination of funding provided by the State of Washington or 
federal government.  The LOC will recommend for approval and award by the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency all eligible projects for grant funding 
in accordance with the recommendation and/or vote of the FIFA World Cup 
2026 Washington Safety & Security Executive Steering Committee.   
  

e. FIFA-Requested Services.  Notwithstanding any other provision of this 
Agreement, if permits, services, or activities are requested by FIFA and not 
SeattleFWC26 (collectively, the “FIFA-Requested Services”), SeattleFWC26 
and the City will, as joint parties to the Host City Agreement, discuss potential 
cost allocations and a joint response to FIFA.  
 

f. Available Assets. To the extent assets are available following dissolution of the 
LOC (“Available Assets”), the LOC will disburse such Available Assets as 
required under the Host City Agreement by and between the LOC, City, and 
FIFA.   
    

4. Payment and Satisfaction of Obligations.  Payment of the SeattleFWC26 Contribution 
and any amounts described in Section 3(c)(i)–(iv), 3(d), and 3(e) above shall constitute full 
accord and satisfaction of any and all financial obligations owed by SeattleFWC26 to the 
City in connection with SeattleFWC26’s reimbursement of the cost for City Services. 
 

5. Term.  This Agreement shall commence on the Effective Date and remain in effect until 
July 31, 2027, unless earlier terminated by mutual written agreement of the Parties. 
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6. Permits. Any fees for permits issued in relation to the LOC’s hosting, staging, and/or 
operation of any fan events or activations that utilize City-owned or controlled premises 
shall be paid by the LOC when due and shall be issued subject to all applicable laws, 
regulations, and policies of the City.  Staff time directly related to this permit process shall 
be reimbursed by the LOC, as negotiated pursuant to the Special Events Permit fees 
charged to the LOC by the City. 
 

7. Dispute Resolution.   
a. Informal Resolution Process.  Any claim or dispute between the City and the LOC 

under this Agreement may be submitted to the Director of World Cup Operations 
in writing for informal dispute resolution prior to submitting such dispute to 
Arbitration as described in subsection b below. Within ten days of receipt of a 
written submittal to the Director of World Cup Operations, he/she will schedule at 
least one meeting between the designated representatives with authority to resolve 
the dispute for each party. If this informal process does not resolve the dispute, then 
within ten calendar days after the last meeting between the Parties, either Party may 
initiate arbitration as described below.   
 

b. Arbitration. The Parties agree to submit all controversies to arbitration in 
accordance with the provisions set forth below and understand that: (a) Arbitration 
is final and binding on the Parties.  (b) The Parties are waiving their right to seek 
remedies in court, including the right to a jury trial.  (c) Pre-arbitration discovery is 
generally more limited and different from court proceedings.  (d) The arbitrator’s 
award is not required to include factual findings or legal reasoning and any Party’s 
right to appeal or to seek modification of rulings by arbitrators is strictly limited.  
(e) All controversies which may arise between the Parties concerning this 
Agreement shall be determined by arbitration pursuant to the rules outlined in RCW 
7.04A.  (f) Judgment on any award of any such arbitration may be entered in the 
Superior Court of King County. Any notice of such arbitration or for the 
confirmation of any award in any arbitration shall be sufficient if given in 
accordance with the provisions of this Agreement. (g) The Parties agree that the 
determination of the arbitrators shall be binding and conclusive upon them. 

 
8. Miscellaneous. 

a. Effectiveness of MSCA.  Unless specifically addressed in this Agreement, all other 
terms and conditions of the Mutual Support and Collaboration Agreement shall 
remain in full force and effect. 
 

b. Compliance with Laws and Prior Agreements. In the provision of services under 
this Agreement, the Host City Agreement, and the MSCA, the Parties must comply 
with all applicable local, state, and federal laws as well as all prior agreements, 
including collective bargaining agreements entered into between the City and 
unions representing City employees.  

 
c. Continuous Incorporation. The LOC agrees to maintain its legal incorporation in 

good standing under the laws of Washington State and King County throughout the 
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term of this Agreement. The LOC shall follow all applicable laws when dissolving, 
including without limitation RCW 24.03A. 

 
d. Entire Agreement. This Agreement constitutes the entire agreement between the 

Parties with respect to the subject matter hereof and supersedes all prior and 
contemporaneous agreements, understandings, and representations, whether oral or 
written.  

 
e. Amendments. This Agreement may be amended only by a written instrument 

signed by both Parties. 
 

f. Governing Law. This Agreement shall be governed by and construed in accordance 
with the laws of the State of Washington. 

 
g. Counterparts. This Agreement may be executed in counterparts, each of which shall 

be deemed an original, but all of which together shall constitute one and the same 
instrument. 
 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this Agreement has been executed and delivered by the City and 
SeattleFWC26 as of the Effective Date. 

The City of Seattle: THE CITY OF SEATTLE 
 
 
 
By:  ___________________________ 
 
Name:  _________________________ 
 
Title:  __________________________ 
 
 

LOC: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SEATTLE INTERNATIONAL SOCCER 
LOCAL ORGANIZING COMMITTEE 
 
By:  ___________________________ 
 
Name:  _________________________ 
 
Title:  __________________________ 
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