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EXHIBIT C 

SWINOMISH INDIAN TRIBAL COMMUNITY RESOLUTION  
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SWINOMISH INDIAN TRIBAL COMMUNITY 

SWINOMISH INDIAN RESERVATION 

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-02- [30 

A Resolution Approving the Off License Agreement between Seattle City Light and the 
Tribe for the Federal Relicensing of the Seattle City Light Hydroelectric Dams on the 

Skagit River 

WHEREAS, the Swinomish Indian Tribal Community (the "Tribe") is a federally 
recognized Indian Tribe organized pursuant to Section 16  of the Indian Reorganization Act of 
1934 (25 U.S.C. § 5123) ;  and 

WHEREAS, the Tribe is organized under a constitution and bylaws originally ratified by 
the Tribe on November 16,  1935,  and approved by the Secretary of the Interior on January 27, 
1936, and as most recently amended and ratified by the Tribe on May 23, 2017  and approved by 
the Secretary of the Interior on July 7, 2017;  and 

WHEREAS, Swinomish Indian Senate (the "Senate") is the duly enacted governing 
body of the Swinomish Indian Tribal Community and exercises governmental authority over all 
lands and waters within the Swinomish Indian Reservation; and 

WHEREAS, the Skagit River is the only river in the continental United States that still 
has wild populations of all five salmon species, as well as anadromous bull trout and steelhead, 
spawning in its waters, the Tribe has adjudicated Treaty Rights to the entire Skagit River 
watershed, and the Tribe is a leader in protecting and restoring the habitat that ESA-listed 
Chinook salmon, bull trout and steelhead need to recover; and 

WHEREAS, over one hundred years ago, the City of Seattle, through its municipal 
utility Seattle City Light ("City Light") began construction of three hydroelectric dams starting 
around river mile 97 on the mainstem of the Skagit River (the "Project") for the purposes of 
flood control and electric power production, with the final dam completed in 1961 ;  and 

WHEREAS, the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission ("FERC") has jurisdiction over 
the Project through its regulatory authority to implement the Federal Power Act (the "Act"), 16  
U.S.C. 1691 et seq., and FERC issued a 30-year license to operate the Project to City Light in 
1995 that expired on April 30, 2025, and City Light has been engaged in confidential 
comprehensive settlement negotiations for a new FERC license since 2018  with state and federal 
agencies, tribes, including Swinomish, and other governmental and non-governmental entities to 
secure a new 50-year license to operate the Project, and City Light has been engaged in 
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confidential negotiations to secure an off license agreement with the Tribe since 2022; and 

WHEREAS, City Light has acknowledged that the Tribe, as a sovereign Indian nation, 
has unique rights and interests in the Skagit Watershed which have been adversely impacted by 
the construction, maintenance, operation, and existence of the Project for the past one hundred 
years and will be adversely impacted for the next license term of 50 years; and 

WHEREAS, the purpose of the off-license agreement is to fully settle certain claims by 
the Tribe against City Light related to the Project that may have arisen in the past, and for the 
duration of the off-license agreement, as part of the overall comprehensive settlement process 
leading to issuance by FERC of a new 50-year license for the Project; and 

WHEREAS, the compensation and other benefits provided through the off-license 
agreement cannot and does not in any way make up for the level of harm the Project has caused 
and will continue to cause to the Tribe's rights and interests, including but not limited to reduced 
treaty harvest of fish and wildlife, loss of access to traditional fishing places, loss of access to 
hunting areas on open and unclaimed lands, reduction or destruction of the quantity and quality 
of habitat necessary for fish and wildlife, and loss of access to places of cultural and spiritual 
importance to the Tribe or its members; and 

WHEREAS, the off-license agreement provides compensation and other benefits to the 
Tribe in exchange for the Tribe's waiver of certain claims against City Light related to the 
Project; and 

WHEREAS, the Senate acknowledges that the off-license agreement includes a limited 
waiver of sovereign immunity, and states that the Tribe shall formalize the acknowledgement of 
these obligations through written resolution by the Tribe's Senate; and 

WHEREAS, the Senate finds that accepting and signing the off-license agreement with 
City Light is in the best interests of the Tribe for current and future generations; 

WHEREAS, the Senate is authorized to take this action pursuant to Article VI, Section 
l(a), (f), (1), and (q), Section 4, and Section 5(b) of the Constitution of the Tribe approved 
January 27, 1936, as amended and pursuant to the inherent authority of the Swinomish Indian 
Tribal Community, NOW THEREFORE, 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SWINOMISH INDIAN SENATE that the off-license 
agreement with City Light is hereby approved with or without any changes approved by the 
Office of Tribal Attorney; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED BY THE SWINOMISH INDIAN SENATE that the 
Chairman of the Swinomish Senate or his designee(s) is hereby authorized to execute the off- 
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license agreement with or without changes approved by the Office of Tribal Attorney and to 
take, including the limited waiver of sovereign immunity set forth in Article 10  of the off-license 
agreement, and direct Tribal staff or representatives to take, such further action as may be needed 
to carry out the terms of this Resolution; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED BY THE SWINOMISH INDIAN SENATE that the 
Senate and Tribal staff and representatives engaged on this matter will continue to adhere to 
applicable confidentiality provisions, including by keeping the contents of the off-license 
agreement confidential, until authorized to release information by the Chairman or the Office of 
Tribal Attorney. 

Swinomish Indian Senate 

C E R T I F I C A T I O N

As Secretary of the Swinomish Indian Senate, I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was 
approved at a Bi-Weekly Meeting of the Swinomish Indian Senate held on February 18 ,  2026 at 
which time a quorum was present and the resolution was passed by a vote of 
_8_FOR, DO AGAINST, and _O_ ABSTENTIONS. 
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