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Federal Affairs Update
Housing and Human Services Committee
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Federal Landscape: Health and Human Services
• President Trump nominated, and Congress confirmed Robert Kennedy Jr. 

as Secretary of Department of Health and Human Services (HHS)

• Pres. Trump announced slew of health related executive orders: 
• 1/20/25: Withdrawing the United States from the World Health Organization

• 1/20/25: Guaranteeing the State Protection Against Invasion

• 1/24/25: Enforcing the Hyde Amendment

• 2/13/25: Establishing the President’s Make America Healthy Again Commission

• On March 27th, the Trump Administration started campaign to eliminate 
roughly 25% of staff, totaling ~20,000 workers

• Congress currently aiming to pass spending bill that includes cuts to 
social services
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• The first round of cuts started on April 1st

through terminations, early retirement, and 
voluntary resignation offers

• Estimated 10,000 workers have already 
left department 

• Included cuts across the board, 
particularly the Food and Drug 
Administration, Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, and National 
Institutes of Health

• The Administration is aiming to consolidate 
several agencies and create at least three new 
offices/divisions, including the Administration 
for a Healthy America
• 10 of 28 current divisions are intended to be cut or 

consolidated

Health and Human Services Cuts
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• The HHS Region 10 Office is located in Seattle and 
aims to address priority public health issues 
including immunization, health equity, and 
behavioral health 

• Represents Alaska, Idaho, Oregon, and 272 
federally recognized tribes

• Region 10 was included in the initial round of 
layoffs, terminating around 200 employees 

• Senator Murray, Vice Chair of Senate Health, 
Education, Labor and Pensions (HELP Committee) 
released statement: 

• “Closing the Seattle Region 10 office will mean 
a drastically diminished HHS presence on the 
ground in our communities, no one to help 
seniors, families, and providers with Medicare 
and Medicaid issues or conduct site visits in the 
community, little-to-no collaboration with local 
and regional health leaders on emerging public 
health issues—and so much else..”

HHS Region 10
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Local Impacts
• Coordination and communication 

• Issue-based misalignment
• Medicaid and Medicare
• Food Security
• Medical and Infectious Disease Research 
• Immigration 

• Potential Programmatic Concerns 
• Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP)
• Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP)
• Head Start
• National Institutes of Health (NIH) Grants
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Questions?
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