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What are ADUs?

ADUs are residential living units
providing independent living facilities
and permanent provisions for
sleeping, cooking, sanitation, and
living on the same lot as a single-
family home, duplex, triplex,
townhome, or other housing unit.

They include:

o Attached ADUs (AADUs):
A dwelling unit located within or
attached to another housing unit.

e Detached ADUs (DADUs):
A separate and detached from
another housing unit.




How ADUs are Used

Condominiums Long-Term Rentals Short-Term Rentals
« A growing number of new ADUs 2022 Survey of ADU Owners and ADUs can receive a Short-Term
are condominiums, 44% in 2022 Occupants found: Rental (STR) business license
h h the City:
« Median sales price of $757.5K, « Approximately 1/3" of owners through the City
compared to $1.18M for rent their ADU(s) out long-term  Around 10% of ADUs have an
principal dwelling units and One in eight are made available STR license
1.61M f hed h ‘
%16 or new detached homes to friends or family for free « Approximately 15% of the

overall STR licenses in the City




ADUs Regulation Progress

S i n Ce th e m i d —1 9905, AD U S h ave bee n C‘ﬁls ADUniverse Step-by-Step Guide Pre-approved DADUs Property Search ADU Rules Data Annual Reports~
allowed citywide.

In 2015, the City Council adopted Welcome
Resolution 31547 to boost ADU /'A

. NN ADUniverse is your central resource to
pI’Od UCt|On. mm learning about and planning your
dwell L .
In 2019, Seattle reformed ADU Jeeessony dueling unttjourmeyin

rules through Ordinance 125984, and
introduced the idea of Preapproved
p | ans. e e R e

New! Read our 2022 ADU Annual Report 202‘2. ANNUAL REPORT
In 2020, Seattle launched ADUniverse. e Rl e ey
. occupants.
Annual ADU reports are required « Read the report

by Ord 125854.


https://aduniverse-seattlecitygis.hub.arcgis.com/

Current Planning Context

» New State laws from the 2023/24
legislative session promote ADU and
middle housing development

Y H B 1 1 1 0 Draft for Public Review

* HB 1337 ONE SEA1TLE PLAN
» King County Countywide Planning Policies o COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE '

call to further incorporate ADUs into
planning for housing.

 After the One Seattle Plan update, City of
Seattle regulations will allow for 4-6 units
on all residential lots.

» Updates Comprehensive Plan to enhance
housing supply, diversity, and affordability.



ADU Development Trends Through 2023

ADUs Permitted Since 2005
ADU permits remain high 11000 ADU reforms take

900 effect August 2019
o Permits issued remain around 4x

higher than before 2019 reforms sw

511

» New applications for ADU 700 B2
permits declined slightly from
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Distribution of ADU permits throughout Seattle

The Geography of ADUs

ADUs provide new housing opportunities

across most Neighborhood Residential zones

egend
» 87% are in Neighborhood Residential zones <

Attached accessory
dwelling units (AADU)

« ADU permits outnumber single-family ® pomitetn 23
I’ESIdentIa| permItS 2 tO 1 Detached accessory

dwelling units (DADU)

» 70% of new single-family residences permitted T bttt 0z
are permitted with one or more ADUs on site =il S

» The median lot with an ADU permitted is
slightly larger than the median NR or RSL lot Giyrowned park o pen

space

» ADUs are more common in neighborhoods
with lower displacement risk

Prepared by the City of Seattle Office of Planning 0 1 2 4 Miles
and Community Development, April 23, 2024 | [ 1 1 | 1 1 1 |
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Future Considerations

Updating Pre-Approved DADU Plans

» Necessary for plans to be updated to
meet new building code

» SDCI conducts designer outreach

» Approved updates will be pre-approved
until next building code update (3 years)

Comprehensive Plan & Zoning

» ADU permits may decrease due to
market shifts and anticipated zoning
changes

» OPCD has an intention to preserve the
option to construct ADUs even as more
options become available in NR zones

\
C‘hls ADUniverse Step-by-Step Guide  Pre-approved DADUs  Property Search  ADURules  Data  Annual Reports~

Pre-approved plans

This gallery showcases DADU designs have been pre-approved by the Seattle Department of Construction and Inspections (SDCI). Scroll through the
gallery, view images of the design, and connect with its designer to use the plan.

Note: the City makes no guarantees, representations, or warranty with respect to the DADU design or construction plans, including their quality, safety, compliance with
building codes or state or federal laws, or suitability for a homeowner's property. Homeowners using a pre-approved plan rely solely upon the designer, architect, or
contractor for any representations, warranties, assurances with respect to the DADU design and construction plans.
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Cedar Cottage Schooner The Family
467 SQUARE FEET + 1-2 BED + 1 BATH 1,000 SQUARE FEET * 2 BED * 2 BATH 808-964 SQUARE FEET » 2-3 BED + 2 BATH
At only 467 square feet of interior floor This family-friendly, 1,000-square-foot, “The Family” has a flexible plan layout that

Pre-approved Plans in ADUniverse
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