
*Term begin and end date is fixed and tied to the position and not the appointment date.

City of Seattle Boards & Commissions Notice of Appointment 

Appointee Name:  
Meral Kandymova 

Board/Commission Name: 
Seattle Center Advisory Commission 

Position Title:  
Get Engaged Member 

  Appointment    OR   Reappointment 
City Council Confirmation required? 

  Yes 
  No 

Appointing Authority: 

  City Council 
  Mayor 
  Other: 

Term of Position: * 

9/1/2023 
to 
8/31/2024 

☐ Serving remaining term of a vacant position

Residential Neighborhood: 
Renton 

Zip Code: 
98057 

Contact Phone No.: 

Background:  
Meral is a first-generation immigrant from Turkmenistan, who came to the United States in August last 
year. After her arrival in Seattle, she started her studies at Seattle Central College at Capitol Hill as a 
Political Science major. Her passion for the U.S. government and sincerity in her service to her 
community is clear. She believes that if she wants to become a successful politician whom our 
community trusts, she needs to make serving them a priority! She has two years of experience working 
with the Foreign Diplomatic Corp of Turkmenistan and advocating for her community at the United 
Nations House of Ashgabat. Meral's top priorities are advocating for minorities and making sure that 
their voices are heard! Moreover, she considers this opportunity to be a great start for her political 
career!   

Authorizing Signature (original signature): 

Date Signed (appointed): 

Appointing Signatory: 
Bruce A. Harrell 
Mayor of Seattle 

11/15/2023





Seattle Center Advisory Commission 
 

15 Members: Pursuant to Ordinances 91885 and 108936, 3-year terms; 1 Member pursuant to Ordinance 121568, 
1-year term; all members subject to City Council confirmation: 
 

• 16  Mayor- appointed                  

 
Roster: 
 

 
*D 

 
**G 

 
RD 

Position 
No. 

Position 
Title 

Name 
Term  

Begin Date 
Term  

End Date 
Term 

# 
Appointed 

By 

1 M 7 1. Member Koichi Kobayashi 9/29/22 9/28/25 2 Mayor 

- F 2 2. Member Joy R. Shigaki 9/29/22 9/28/25 1 Mayor 

6 M 7 3. Member Michael George 9/29/22 9/28/25 2 Mayor 

6 M 7 4. Chair Mark F. Dederer 9/29/22 9/28/25 5 Mayor 

6 F 6 5. Member Jana Lamon 9/29/22 9/28/25 3 Mayor 

6 M 7 6. Member John Olensky 9/29/20 9/28/23 1 Mayor 

6 F 6 7. Member Sarah C. Rich 9/29/20 9/28/23 4 Mayor 

6 F 1 8. Member Stacey E. Hutchison 9/29/20 9/28/23 1 Mayor 

6 M 4 9. Member Eric Berlinberg 9/29/20 9/28/23 1 Mayor 

6 F 7 10. Vice Chair Holly Golden 9/29/20 9/28/23 4 Mayor 

2 M 4 11. Member Matthew Mead 9/29/21 9/28/24 1 Mayor 

- F 2 12. Member Kamala Saxton 9/29/21 9/28/24 1 Mayor 

7 F 2 13. Member Lara Mae D. Chollette 9/29/21 9/28/24 1 Mayor 

6 M N/A 14. Member Will Ludlam 9/29/21 9/28/24 4 Mayor 

3 F 2 15. Member Gloria Connors 9/29/21 9/28/24 4 Mayor 

8 F N/A 16. 
Get Engaged 
Member Meral Kandymova 9/1/23 8/31/24 1 Mayor 

 
 
 
 

SELF-IDENTIFIED DIVERSITY CHART (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) 

 Male Female Transgender NB/ O/ U Asian 
Black/ 
African  

American 

Hispanic/ 
Latino 

American 
Indian/ 
Alaska 
Native 

Other 

Caucasian/ 
Non-

Hispanic 

 
Pacific 

Islander 

 
Middle 
Eastern 

Multiracial 

Mayor 7 9   1 1 1   9 1   

Council              

Other            1 1  

Total 7 9   1 1 1   9  1  
Key: 

*D List the corresponding Diversity Chart number (1 through 9) 

**G List gender, M= Male, F= Female, T= Transgender, NB= Non-Binary, O= Other, U= Unknown  

RD Residential Council District number 1 through 7 or N/A 

Diversity information is self-identified and is voluntary.  




