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City of Seattle Boards & Commissions Notice of Appointment 
 

 

 
 

Appointee Name:  
VJ Kopacki 

Board/Commission Name: 
Landmarks Preservation Board 

Position Title:  
Historian 

 
  Appointment    OR      Reappointment 

 
 

City Council Confirmation required? 
 

  Yes 
  No 

Appointing Authority: 
 

  City Council  
  Mayor  
  Other: Fill in appointing authority 

Term of Position: * 
8/15/2025 
to 
8/14/2028 
  
☐ Serving remaining term of a vacant position 

Residential Neighborhood: 
Queen Anne 

Zip Code: 
98119 

Contact Phone No.:  
 

Background:  
VJ Kopacki has over a decade of professional experience in museum leadership, public history, and 
historic preservation. She is passionate about honoring and interpreting the layered histories of our 
built environment through community-centered research and preservation, to help tell the full story of 
our shared past. VJ holds a Masters Degree in Museum Studies, and Bachelor Degrees in Anthropology, 
and Gender Studies. She is currently the Executive Director of the Kent Historical Museum in Kent, 
Washington and seeks to bring her passion for preserving heritage and a practical knowledge of 
historic building stewardship to the Landmarks Preservation Board. 
 
Authorizing Signature (original signature):  

 
 
 
Date Signed (appointed): 
August 5th, 2025 
 

Appointing Signatory: 
Bruce A. Harrell 
 

Mayor of Seattle 

 





‭VJ KOPACKI‬

‭ACHIEVEMENT‬

‭ACCREDITATION‬

‭American Alliance of Museums‬

‭(AAM)‬

‭2021‬

‭UNDERGROUND RAILROAD‬

‭NETWORK TO FREEDOM‬

‭DESIGNATION‬

‭National Parks Service‬

‭2021‬

‭FEATURED IN‬

‭THE SLAVE DWELLING‬

‭PROJECT CONFERENCE‬

‭Museum of the American‬

‭Revolution‬

‭October 2024‬

‭PEARL. S BUCK & ILHAN NEW‬

‭DOCUMENTARY‬

‭Korean broadcast System (KBS)‬

‭2023‬

‭“THE GOOD EARTH”‬

‭Princeton Magazine‬
‭April 2022‬

‭“UNDERGROUND RAILROAD”‬

‭Philadelphia Inquirer‬
‭May 2021‬

‭“UNDERGROUND RAILROAD”‬

‭WHYY.com‬

‭May 2021‬

‭OUT IN CENTRAL‬
‭PENNSYLVANIA: THE HISTORY‬
‭OF AN LGBTQ COMMUNITY.‬
‭Keystone Books‬

‭2020‬

‭●‬ ‭Acted as chief archivist and librarian, supervising management of more than‬

‭18,000 books, works on paper, photographs, and other archival materials.‬

‭●‬ ‭Supervision of staff, including 5 full and part-time staff and 300 volunteers.‬

‭●‬ ‭Partnered with 20 nonprofits for the annual Festival of Trees celebration and‬

‭fundraiser.‬

‭MUSEUM EDUCATION MANAGER‬

‭Peter Wentz Farmstead | Lansdale, PA | 2018-2021‬

‭●‬ ‭Developed hands-on exhibits, events, and programs related to slavery. Achieved‬

‭recognition by the National Parks Service as a “Network to Freedom” historic site.‬

‭●‬ ‭Organized a conference on slavery, partnering with leading interpreters and‬

‭historians of enslavement nation-wide.‬

‭●‬ ‭Oversaw a year-long effort to center women’s stories in historical interpretation,‬

‭including a new on-site exhibit, virtual lessons, and historic house tours.‬

‭●‬ ‭Managed a team of 140 on-site volunteers and 40 nation-wide volunteers.‬

‭●‬ ‭Partnered with local organizations to expand educational scope to include‬

‭environmental education,  homeschool programs, and educational opportunities‬

‭for disabled children and adults.‬

‭HISTORIC SITE ADMINISTRATOR‬

‭William Brinton 1704 House | West Chester, PA | 2017-2018‬

‭●‬ ‭Spearheaded a new interpretation plan which reconceptualized tours and‬

‭programs  in the historic house.‬

‭●‬ ‭Curated a new roster of public programs to center experiential learning‬

‭●‬ ‭Increased volunteer pool by 66% in six months, hired and trained new volunteers‬

‭and interns.‬

‭CURATOR‬

‭Dickinson College Archives & Special Collections | Carlisle, PA | 2015-2017‬

‭●‬ ‭Curated exhibits for public display in partnership with the LGBTQ History Project‬

‭of Central Pennsylvania.‬

‭●‬ ‭Managed accessioning of donations and objects.‬

‭●‬ ‭Developed a virtual map of 720+ historic sites important to LGBTQ history.‬

‭PUBLIC PROGRAMS INTERN‬

‭Old Sturbridge Village | Sturbridge, MA | 2016‬

‭●‬ ‭Created an interpretive program plan for educational programming.‬

‭●‬ ‭Demonstrated hands-on historical crafts such as gardening, open hearth cooking,‬

‭sewing, gardening and farming.‬

‭●‬ ‭Supervised training of Junior Intern staff.‬

‭PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT SPECIALIST‬

‭Gettysburg National Military Park | Gettysburg, PA | 2014‬

‭●‬ ‭Performed immersive programs for the public, conducted historical skills‬

‭workshops, and developed public programs and events.‬

‭●‬ ‭Created the innovative program Voices of the Past, drawing from primary‬

‭archival sources to bring to life the story of the Battle of Gettysburg.‬






