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June 25, 2025 

Interlocal Agreements for
Lake Washington/Cedar/Sammamish (WRIA 8) and 

Green/Duwamish & Central Puget Sound Watersheds (WRIA 9) 



Legislation Today

Authorizes SPU’s General 
Manager to sign two interlocal 
agreements related to Seattle’s 
participation in regional salmon 
recovery efforts for 2026-2035

• WRIA 8: Lake 
Washington/Cedar/Sammamish 
Watershed

• WRIA 9: Green/Duwamish & 
Central Puget Sound Watershed



Watershed-Based Approach 

Green/Duwamish 
& Central Puget 
Sound



ILAs for WRIAs 8 and 9

✓ Implementation & adaptive management of 
watershed salmon habitat plans

✓  Governance structure

✓  Funding mechanism

✓ Annual work plan & budget

✓ Technical & regional coordination 

✓  Previous ILAs: 2001-2006, 2007-2015, 2016-2025

Seattle Leadership

➢ WRIA 8: Councilmember Rivera
➢ WRIA 9: Councilmember Saka

➢ SPU staff lead and alternate
➢ SPU technical staff 
➢ Coordinate with other departments, esp., 

Seattle Parks and Recreation



Chinook Salmon 
Recovery Background

Regional problem; Regional solutions

1999 Chinook salmon ESA listed 
Threatened for Puget Sound

2001 Local governments start working 
together in watersheds

2005 WRIA 8/9 salmon habitat plans first 
approved; since updated

2007 Puget Sound Salmon Recovery Plan 
approved with local chapters 

Implementation ongoing 



Chinook salmon status assessment

Best available science 

Habitat goals

Recovery strategies

Capital project list

Monitoring & adaptive management 

Salmon Habitat Plans



Watershed coordination

Regional/State coordination

Legislative outreach

Project coordination & implementation

Monitoring & adaptive management 

2025 Work Plans 

Fenster Levee Setback, Auburn



2025 ILA Funding – WRIA programs

WRIA 8 $760,366 ($193,716 Seattle)

WRIA 9 $606,781 ($157,008 Seattle)

Cost Share = Avg (% population + % assessed value 
+ % area)

Grant Funding – Pass through to partners

$4.2 Million (WRIA 8/9) Cooperative Watershed 
Management (King County Flood Control District)

$1.45 Million (WRIA 8) / $1.1 Million (WRIA 9) 
Puget Sound Acquisition & Restoration

$526,634 (WRIA 8)/$300,000 (WRIA 9) Salmon 
Recovery Funding Board

Funding



Accomplishments (WRIA 8): 2016-2025
Over $38 million awarded in grants 

200 projects with 22 project sponsors

1.2 miles of levees removed or setback

70.3 acres floodplain reconnected

45.3 miles streamside revegetated

53 outreach & education grants with 
13 sponsors

48 monitoring grants with 10 sponsors

11 Seattle/SPU Grant Awards

4 projects, $5.8M funding
Upper Royal Arch Floodplain and Habitat Restoration 
Project – Cedar River 



>$200 Million of leveraged 
investments 

~3.5 miles of levee setback

>500 acres revegetated 

1 mile of marine shoreline 
armor removed

7 Seattle/SPU Grant Awards

$1.49M funding (2016-2025)

$245k proposed (2025)

Accomplishments (WRIA 9)

Lowman Beach, Seattle



Questions and Discussion
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