
Council Amendment F to Substitute CB 118965 (D10a) –SBT Community Advisory Board 

Role in Evaluations (O’Brien) 

On page 14, beginning on line 7, amend subsection B of section 5 as follows: 

"B. The City Auditor shall contract with academic researchers to complete an annual 

evaluation of the effects of the tax. In contracting with academic researchers, the City Auditor 

should consider researchers with a proven track record of rigorous policy evaluation for impacts 

on behavior, health, and economic outcomes. A minimum of $500,000 per year for at least the 

first five years, beginning with the date of adoption of this ordinance, shall be dedicated to this 

evaluation. The evaluation shall assess, but not be limited to, the impact of the tax on 1) 

economic outcomes (such as household food expenditures, beverage prices and sales, jobs, and 

store revenues) and 2) health behaviors (such as dietary purchases and consumption), 3) 

intermediate health outcomes, and 4) identification and assessment of food deserts in the city, 

and 5) the effectiveness and efficiency of the foodbank network in the city. The evaluation shall 

also assess, but not be limited to, the process of implementing the tax, including perceptions of 

city residents and specifically low income households, food retailers, tax administrators, and city 

officials. The evaluator will collaborate with the Sweetened Beverage Tax Community Advisory 

Board to develop the evaluation. The evaluation will rely on data collected specifically for the 

purposes of the evaluation from populations in Seattle as well as outside Seattle to enable a 

rigorous comparison of trends in behavior, health, and economic outcomes as a result of this 

ordinance." 

 

 

Effect: Directs that the annual evaluation of the Sweetened Beverage Tax (SBT) shall be 

developed in collaboration with the SBT Community Advisory Board. 


