
Qil� City of Seattle Boards & Commissions Notice of Appointment

Appointee Name: 

Gu/gun Kayim 

Board/Commission Name: 

Cultural Space Agency Public Development Authority 

Position Title: 

Member 

IZJ Appointment OR D Reappointment

Appointing Authority: 

D City Council

IZJ Mayor

D Other: 

Residential Neighborhood: 

University Park 

City Council Confirmation required? 

IZJ Yes

0 No 

Term of Position:* 

1/1/2025 

to 

12/31/2027 

8 Serving remaining term of a vacant position 

Zip Code: Contact Phone No.: 

98105 

Gu/gun Kayim is an experienced cultural leader with a deep background in public sector arts policy, 

planning, and programming. She currently serves as Director of Arts & Culture for the City of Seattle, 

following over a decade leading Minneapolis's arts, culture, and creative economy work. Gu/gun has 

launched major municipal arts initiatives, led strategic planning efforts, and managed budgets up to 

$27 million. With expertise in public art, theatre, socially engaged creative practices, creative 

placemaking, and cross-sector collaboration, she is a recognized national voice in cultural policy and 

racial equity. Her career spans government, philanthropy, education, and experimental performance. 

Authorizing Signature (original signature): Appointing Signatory: 

�Ld 
Date Signed (appointed): 

Bruce A. Harrell 

Mayor of Seattle 

November 10th, 2025 

*Term begin and end date is fixed and tied to the position and not the appointment date.









4 

• 2023-present, Steering Committee, Urban Arts Coalition 
• 2022 – Workgroup, Asset Mapping Handbook, Americans for the Arts 
• 2021- Policy Workgroup – National Coalition for Arts Preparedness and Emergency 

Response  
• 2020-2022, Steering Committee, Put Creative Workers Back to Work 
• 2019- 2021, Executive Committee, United States Urban Arts Federation – Americans for 

the Arts  
• 2019, Workgroup, Municipal Strategies in Creative Placemaking- Artplace America & 

Civic Arts  
• 2019 Workgroup, Artist and Civic Partnerships, Animating Democracy 
• 2018, Creative Cities Fellow – Stanford Arts Institute, Stanford University, CA  
• 2018, Arts Workgroup, Government Alliance on Race and Equity 
• 2014-2020 Workgroup, Creative Minnesota, Minnesota Citizens for the Arts  
• 2014, Rising Star Award – Women in Public Service, Hamline University Business 

School, MN  
• 2010-2011, James Shannon Leadership Fellow, Wilder Foundation, MN  
• 2004-2005 Bush Foundation Fellow, MN 

 

References available on request  

 



Cultural Space Agency Public Development Authority 
 
 
6-18 Members: Pursuant to the Charter of the Cultural Space Agency, all members subject to City Council 
confirmation, 3-year terms: 
 
 0 City Council-appointed  
 6-18 Mayor-appointed 
 0 Other Appointing Authority-appointed (specify):  

Roster: 
 

 
*D 

 
**G 

 
RD 

Position 
No. 

Position 
Title Name Term  

Begin Date 
Term  

End Date 
Term 

# 
Appointed 

By 

3 F 2 1 Member M. Angela Castañeda  1/1/25  12/31/27 1 Mayor 

6 F N/A 2 Member Lesley Bain  1/1/25  12/31/27 1 Mayor 

6 M 6 3 Member Nick Ronan   1/1/25  12/31/27 1 Mayor 

2 M 3 4 Member Aaron Nathaniel Carr  1/1/25  12/31/27 1 Mayor 

2 M 1 5 Member  Obadiah Stephens-Terry  1/1/25  12/31/27 1 Mayor 

8 F 4 6 Member Gülgün Kayim  1/1/25  12/31/27 1 Mayor 

   7 Member Ching-In Chen   12/1/22 12/1/25 1 Mayor 

   8 Member Christiana Obey Sumner  12/1/22 12/1/25 1 Mayor 

   9 Member Gladys Ly-Au Young  12/1/22 12/1/25 1 Mayor 

   10 Member Ixtli Whitehawk 12/1/22 12/1/25 1 Mayor 

6 M 3 11 Member Michael Seiwerath 1/1/26 12/31/28 2 Mayor 

2 F 2 12 Member  Afua Kouyate 1/1/26  12/31/28 2 Mayor 

9 F 2 13 Member  Nyema Clark  1/1/26  12/31/28 2 Mayor 

   14 Member    1/1/24  12/31/26  Mayor 

   15 Member    1/1/24  12/31/26  Mayor 

   16 Member    1/1/24  12/31/26  Mayor 

   17 Member    1/1/24  12/31/26  Mayor 

   18 Member    1/1/24  12/31/26  Mayor 
 

 

SELF-IDENTIFIED DIVERSITY CHART (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) 

 Male Female Transgender NB/ O/ U Asian 
Black/ 
African  

American 

Hispanic/ 
Latino 

American 
Indian/ 
Alaska 
Native 

Other 

Caucasian/ 
Non-

Hispanic 

 
Pacific 

Islander 

 
Middle 
Eastern Multiracial 

Mayor 4 5    3 1   3  1 1 
Council              

Other               
Total              
 
Key: 

*D List the corresponding Diversity Chart number (1 through 9) 
**G List gender, M= Male, F= Female, T= Transgender, NB= Non-Binary O= Other U= Unknown  
RD Residential Council District number 1 through 7 or N/A 

Diversity information is self-identified and is voluntary.  
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