
*Term begin and end date is fixed and tied to the position and not the appointment date.

City of Seattle Boards & Commissions Notice of Appointment 

Appointee Name: 
Edward M. Leigh 

Board/Commission Name: 
Central Waterfront Oversight Committee 

Position Title: 
Owner of a Residential Apartment 
Property

  Appointment    OR    Reappointment 
Council Confirmation required? 

  Yes 
  No 

Appointing Authority: 

  Council  
  Mayor  
  Other: Fill in appointing authority 

Date Appointed: Term of Position: *
1/1/2024 
to 
12/31/2025 

☐ Serving remaining term of a vacant position
Residential Neighborhood: 
Downtown 

Zip Code: 
98101 

Contact Phone No.: 

Background: 
Ed is the VP of Investments for Equity Residential, an owner and operator multi-family real estate that 
owns over 5,000 apartment units in the City of Seattle.  Four of Equity Residential’s buildings are in the 
Waterfront LID boundary, including 2300 Elliott and Moda Apartments on 3rd Ave.  Ed has worked for 
Equity Residential for 17 years, in Chicago and Seattle, and has a bachelor’s degree in engineering from 
the University of Illinois and an MBA from the University of Pennsylvania.    

Ed has participated on the CWOC since 2019 and continues to engage with community on the 
Waterfront Park progress. 

Authorizing Signature (original signature): 

Date Signed:  

Appointing Signatory: 
Bruce A. Harrell 

Mayor of Seattle 
December 11th, 2024



Edward M. Leigh 

 

Ed Leigh is the VP of Investments for Equity Residential the Seattle area.  Ed moved to Washington State 
in 2018, relocating from the company’s headquarters in Chicago.  He is responsible for asset 
management and acquisitions for Equity’s 9,000-unit regional portfolio of multi-family properties.   

Ed has a B.S. in Engineering from the University of Illinois, a M.S in Engineering from Texas A&M, and an 
M.B.A. from the University of Pennsylvania’s Wharton School.  He started his career as an environmental 
engineer, then spent several years in strategy consulting with Bain & Company.  He joined Equity 
Residential’s Property Operations group in 2006 where he worked on national programs for property 
technology, maintenance, and energy, and utilities.   

Ed is a member of the Downtown Seattle Association where he sits on the Advisory Board for the 
Metropolitan Improvement District (MID).  He is also on the Board of Directors for the Washington Multi 
Family Housing Association, and serves as Chairman of the Government Affairs Committee.   

Ed lives in downtown Seattle only two blocks from the Seattle Waterfront with his wife Christine and 9-
year-old son Isaac.  They are frequently ferry riders, and spend their weekends exploring the Puget 
Sound region.  Ed has traveled extensively in Latin America and has joined two international trips for 
Habitat for Humanity, visiting Paraguay and Ghana. 

 

 








